Tasks and answers 1

1. What is the difference between syntax and pragmatics?

Whereas syntax deals with linguistic forms and their relationships (interested in grammatically correct structures), pragmatics takes into account the users of linguistics forms, thus dealing with the relationships between linguistic forms 

and the users of those forms.

2. What is invisible meaning?

It is the meaning that is being communicated without being said. When people communicate, they usually express more than just the literal meaning of the 

individual words they are using. 

Example: How old are you?


- can be a question concerning somebody’s age

- can indicate to someone that they are not behaving appropriately to the 

  given situation 

- can be a question hinting at somebody’s birthday

Task: Think about some other situations in which such a question can be used.

3. How do you understand the statement that pragmatics is the study

of contextual meaning?

It is possible to say that pragmatics is the study of contextual meaning because 

it studies how the meaning of a particular utterance changes according to the 

context in which it is being used.

Example: It’s cold here.

- on a warm day someone can express their pleasant feeling

- on a cold day someone complains and wants some hot tea, warm clothes, 

or perhaps someone else to shut the door or window

Task: Think about a different sentence and show how its meaning can vary 

according to different contextual situations.

4. Present an example of a sentence and illustrate the difference between 

syntactic and semantic analysis!

Example: The book left for school and then got dressed.
Syntactic analysis: 

- It is a compound sentence consisting of two main clauses. 

- The two clauses are coordinated, connected with a coordinating 

  conjunction and.

- The first clause is SVA type, while the second one is SV type.

And so on.

Semantic analysis:

- from the point of view of semantics the utterance is nonsence because

  the book is inanimate and cannot move and, moreover, the sequence of

  actions is not logical.

And so on.

5. Which part of linguistics studies the relationship between linguistic 

forms and entities in the world? 

It is semantics that concentrates on the relationships between linguistic forms

and entities in the world. 

6. What do you know about the pragmatic principle “Interpret order of

mention as a reflection of order of occurrence”!

It means that there is a tendency to interpret the content of an utterance 

according to the order in which theindividual pieces of information are 

mentioned.

Example: Mary got dressed and left for the theatre.

- according to the above principle, it will be interpreted in such a way that 

Mary first got dressed and only then she left for the theatre

Task: Invent your own example and interpret it accordingly!

7. How can you illustrate speaker meaning?

Speaker meaning is connected with the fact that the very same utterance 

when used by different speakers can convey different meanings.

Example: What time is it?
- can be a direct question concerning the exact time

- can be used to indicate to the teacher or perhaps to their students that the

  lesson is over

- can indicate to someone that they are being late

- can be used to suggest that it is the highest time to leave

And so on.

Task: Invent one utterance and show at least its three different interpretations!

8. What do you know about pragmatics as the study of the expression 

of relative distance?

Pragmatics studies the way people communicate depending on their relationships 

with their partners. It means that the choice between what is said and what remains

unsaid (because it is clear to both partners) depends on the social distance between

participants in a particular communicative situation. For instance, complete strangers

have to say much more than close friends or a husband and a wife in order to communicate the same (closeness implies shared knowledge).

 9. What is the difference between pragmatics and semantics?

While pragmatics concentrates on the study of the relationships between 

linguistic forms and the users of those forms, semantics does not take humans into consideration studying the relationships between linguistic forms and entities in

the world.

10. Why do we speak about regularity when talking about the use of

language in a particular social group?

When people live and communicate within a particular social groups they know

what is not necessary to express explicitly because it is automatically understood 

as known. People tend to behave in fairly regular ways when it comes to using language. Some of the regularity comes from the fact that people are members of social groups and follow general patterns of behavior expected within the given group. Most people within a particular linguistic community have similar basic experiences of the world and share a lot of non‑linguistic knowledge. So, for  instance, when taking about a bike, it is not necessary to explain of which parts it consists.

Examples:

Compare the two following sentences:

1. I found an old bicycle lying on the ground. The chain was rusted 

    and the tires were flat.

2. I found an old bicycle. A bicycle has a chain. The chain was rusted. 

    A bicycle also has tires. The tires were flat.
