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Education: school

The state system (= free education)

At 0f 3 most g0 to nursery school
5 everyone starts primary school
n pupls (= the name for students at this age) go to secondary school

16 5010 a college for vocational (= job) training, ¢.g. hotel management,
secretarial courses; or stay at school for two more years; leave school and geta
job

18 leave school and go to university: go to a college for further education/iraining,

e, teaching, business studics; get a job

You g0 to school 3nd go to university (NOT g0 to the-schoolluniversity), Other examples are:go to
church (= to pray). go into hospital (= 25 3 pacient because you are ), g0 to bed (= 1o siep), o to
prison (= as & criminal) There are 0 publicfindependentiprivate schools snd parents pay (o send
their chidren to these schools.The school fees are expensive. About 7-10% of the popultion g0 to
privaceschools in he UK.

Subjects (= topics you study)
s | sciences Some verds ook plr,
= bk in fcs thy ars
English maths singlr and need a
French, German, Spanish | physics sngular verb,e.g Maths
history chemistry s my vt sbjct
seouraphy biology Other examples re:
art, music information technology (= about physics.poliics and

computers and communication) economics

Timetable

“The school day is divided into 6-7 lessons in different subjects, with a break (= period of
sest between work) in the morning and afternoon. There i also a one-hour lunch break.
“The school year is usually divided into three terms (= periods of study). Each term is about
13 weeks, and each week pupils do (= study) about ten subjects. At the end of the school
year they do/take an exam in cach subject. After the holidays, pupils go back (= return) to
school

Success and failure

success failure

I passed my exam, faled my exam,

1did very well Ldid very badly.

1 got nine out of ten for my homework. (= 9/10) | I got three out of ten for my homework.
Igot a very high mark. (e.g. 18/20) Lgot a very low mark. (c.q. 5/20)
Igot a good grade. (e.g. B+) 1 didn’t get a very good grade. (e.g. D-)
I'm good at English. T'm hopeless at (= very bad at) maths.
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Exercises

Here are some school subjects but the leters are mixed up. What are the subjects?

e 6 irthosy
2 cncesei 7 nisgehl
3 hogiceynlo § chgoragpy
4t 9 simeu
5 chner 10 seheyicum

How much can you remember? Answer these questions without looking at the oppositc
page.

1 Ar what age do English children g t0 nursery school?

2 When do they start primary school?

3 When do they o to secondary school?

4 At what age can children leave school?

5 What can they do ifthey pass all their exams a the age of 187

Complte this text about the timetable of a typical secondary school in Britain.

The school day is normally (1) into six or seven (2) .
with (3) during the morning, at lunch and in the afternoon. Over the
whole week, (4) usually do about ten different (5) The
school year normally has three (6) . with exams at the end of the year.

Complete these sentences with a suitable phrase.

When she was a child she went ..f¢.5hedl___ in a small village.
He didn't go to school las term. He was very illand he had to go

L was very tired, so after 1 inished my homework T went

When I lef school I went and studied medicine,

It was a religious school, s0 we had (0 go quite a lot.
‘The police caught him and he went for six months.

Write the opposites.
1 1 passed my exam.

2 1did very well

3 I'm very good at English.
4 Igora very high mark

What about you and your country? Answer these questions.
Did you go to nursery schor
Do most children start primary school at the age of five?

Is the sccondary school system similar or different 10 the English system?
How many subjects do/did you study at secondary school?

DofDid you study any subjects which are not included on the opposite page?
What isiwas your favourite subject?

How many lessons doidid you have every day?

1§/Was your school a state school or private school?

At what age can you leave school?

How many terms are there in a school year?
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Education: university

Subjects

You can normally do/study these subjects at university but not always at school. (The
underlining shows the syllable you must stress in each word.)

medicine law philosophy
engingering  psychology sociology
architecrure  palitics business studies
agriculure  history of art economics

Studying at (a British) university

1 you want 1o go to (= enter fi) university, you must first pass examinations that most
students take at the age of 18 (called *A' levls). Students usually take three or four ‘A
lexels (examinations in three or four subjects), and they must do well to get a place at
university

If you get a place, most students have to pay part of their twition fees (= money for
teaching). Some students also get a government grant (= money o pay for living expenses,
.5 food and somewhere to live), but most scudents need a loan (= money you borrow
from a bank) to cover the cost of (= pay for) universiy life. Students at university are
called undergraduates while they are studying for thei first degree.

Most universiy courses last (= continue for)three years, some courses last four years, and
one or two courses, 5. medicine, are five years. During this period students can say they
are doing a degree, and when they finish and pass their exams, they can say they have a
degee. This can be a BA (= bachelor of arcs) or a BSe (= bachelor of science. For
example:

He hopes to get a place at Oxford.
She's doing a degree in physics.
She's got a BA in French.

She's at universty in Glasgow,
T've got a degree in German from York Universiy
He's got a BSc in computer science.

Postgraduate courses

When you complete your first degree, you are a graduate. Some students then go on

(= continue] to do a second course o degree, called a postgraduate course/degree (or
postarad course). These students are then postgraduates and they often study for:

an MA (Master of Aris), c.g. I'm doing a Masters in English or

an MSc (Master of Science], .. She did a Masters in biology or

a PhD (Doctor of Philosophy) [minimum three years], e.g. He's got a PhD in computer
When people study one subject in great detal (often to find new information), we say they
are doing research, e.g. My sister is doing rescarch into/on the effects of stress at work,

School vs university

School has teachers and lessons; at university you have lecturers and lectures. The head of
department (also called a “faculty’, but ess common in spoken English) at a universty s
usually called a professor. (An ordinary teacher or lecturer is niot a professor.)
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Exercises

Read these sentences spoken by university students. What s each person studying?
I'm concentrating on Le Corbusier and Frank Lioyd Wright. ~achctur

We have to know every bone in a person’s body.

The way we use fercilisers is much more precise than 20 years ago.

We're going to concentrate on Freud and Jung this term.

T've been reading some baoks on time management

Expressionism was really a reaction to the work of the Impressionists.

We've spent a lot of time on American foreign policy.

‘You must know this case its one of the most famous in legal hiscory.

Now mark the stress on cach of your answers, check with the pronunciation i the Index,
and practise saying the subjects.

What do you call;

the money some scudents receive if they get a place at university?

the qualification you get at the end of university?

the name we give students during this period at university?

teachers at university?

students when they have completed their first degree?

students studying for a second, higher degrec?

the study of one subject i great depth and detail, often o get new information?
the talks/lessons that students go to while they are at university?

Replace the underlined verbs with less formal verbs that have the same meaning in the
context.

s e very difficult to obtain a place at university?
You have to pass exams before you can enter universicy

1
2

3 He's studying physics, | think

4 Did she rescive a grant for her course?
5

The course continues for three years.

Fill the gaps with a suitable word.

1 My brother is 20, He's still university in York.
2 She's got a degree economics.

3 He's research various types of nervous disorder.
4 She's already got a BA. She's doing a degree now.

5 Wha is the professor in your :

Answer these questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else from your
own country and/or someone from a different country.

Do you need to pass examinations before you can go 10 universicy?

Do some scudents get a grant to study at university?

Is the wition free if you go to university?

Do most degree courses last three years?

What is your equivalent of the Britsh BA or BSc?

Do you have similar postgraduate degees in your country?

Englsh Vocabuiaryin Use (preintermediote & intermedate) 169




