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METODY VÝUKY ANGLICKÉ VÝSLOVNOSTI

METHODS OF 
ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION TEACHING

LESSON 1 / INTRODUCTION

1

WHY to teach phonemic symbols I.

Ø SYSTEMATICITY

- Each symbol stands for one particular distinctive sound -> phonemic transcription 
can function as a convenient code – it is simple and unambiguous (unlike English 
spelling).
- Phonemic symbols can assist learners in spelling words correctly -> understanding 
the relationship between sounds and letters in English words.

Ø AWARENESS-RAISING

- of pronunciation features that often go unnoticed by learners (e.g. L2 sound inventory 
and features, phonological and sound-to-spelling differences between L1 and L2, 
common pronunciation errors).

- can even be beneficial for reading and writing skills.
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WHY to teach phonemic symbols II.

Ø VISUALNESS & VISUAL SUPPORT 
- Learners can see the complete set of symbols for English -> it helps to make learning 
pronunciation more finite. 
- We often trust our eyes more than our ears -> when we see the phonemic 
transcription of a word, it is instantly clear and ”official” (audio-visual input X audio 
input). 

Ø AUTONOMOUS LEARNING
- Familiarity with phonemic symbols increases learner autonomy, e.g., independent 
work with dictionaries and other EFL materials. 

Ø EFFICIENT TEACHING
- Familiarity with phonemes can help teachers’ explanations become much faster and 
more efficient. 
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HOW to teach phonemic symbols I.

Ø BE SELECTIVE ABOUT THE SOUNDS / SYMBOLS 
- Do not introduce your pupils to all the phonemic symbols at once -> work first on 
those sounds that cause difficulty. 

Ø EXPLOIT LEARNERS’ FAMILIARITY WITH THE SYMBOL SHAPES AND/OR SOUNDS
- Draw learners’ attention to the symbols identical or similar to the equivalent letters 
of the alphabet used in their L1 and/or those symbols which represent sounds also 
found in their L1.  

Ø MAKE PHONEMIC SYMBOLS VISUALLY ATTRACTIVE
- Attentional and motivational effects should be pursued -> variations in the size and 
colour of phonemic symbols; the use of drawings associated with reference keywords 
(not only with young learners). 
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HOW to teach phonemic symbols II.
Ø MAKE LEARNERS PERCEIVE THE UTILITY OF PHONEMIC SYMBOLS / 

TRANSCRIPTION  
- Show the benefits of learning phonemic transcription for checking pronunciation in 
dictionaries autonomously, for distinguishing minimal pairs, recognizing homophones, 
representing the pronunciation of words so that it can be studied and practised later. 

Ø AVOID ANXIETY IN THE LEARNER 
- Familiarize your pupils with phonemic symbols/transcription at a pace that suits 
them. 
- Introduce sounds / symbols individually or in very small groups over a series of 
lessons rather than in a single lesson.  
- Focus first on the recognition of phonemic symbols (since producing them seems 
more difficult for the average learner.  

Ø MAKE PHONEMIC SYMBOLS A FUN PART OF YOUR LESSONS
- Incorporating games, activities, or interactive exercises involving phonemic symbols 
can capture students’ interest and keep them engaged in the learning process. 
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