30 Single or return?
Stress in two-syllable words

m@ In a two-syllable word, one syllable is stronger than the other. This is the stressed syllable. In the
word answer the first syllable is stressed. (We also say: ‘The stress is on the first syllable.’) Listen.

answer
@ In the word again the second syllable is stressed. (The stress is on the second syllable.) Listen.
again
Two-syllable words often have stress on the first syllable, and the vowel sound in the unstressed
syllable is often the weak sound /2/. Listen and repeat.
brother butter father finger finish glasses listen mother number second
sister ~water womarn
@ Sometimes there’s no vowel sound in the unstressed syllable. Listen and repeat.
apple people simple table travel

@ Some two-syllable words are stressed on the second syllable. Listen and repeat.

agree alone arrive asleep awake
because begin  behind

complete

decide

exam explain  express

perhaps  pronounce

repeat  return

We can show stressed syllables like this O, and unstressed syllables like this 0. So words like
answer, brother, butter look like this Oo, and words like again, because, decide look like
this 00.

Dictionaries usually show stress with this si,gzlj' in front of the stressed syllable.

answer /‘Ginsa/
again /a'gen/
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Section B Syllables and words

Listen and circle the word with different stress.
€4 ExAMPLE
0Q 00 (410 Oo
exam excuse explain (extra
1 actor  after afraid  also 4 coffee colour concert correct
2 before belong better  between 5 English enjoy evening every
3 paper pencil picture police

Check your answers with the Key. Listen and underline the stressed syllables. Then listen again and
repeat.

Make words from these parts and write them in the correct column.

a turn re long ing er sleep

words with first-syllable stress words with second-syllable stress

15 Check your answers with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

All these phrases have five syllables. O is a stressed syllable and o is an unstressed syllable. Put the
phrases in the correct place.

teacher or student? the same or different?
single or return? behind or in front?
asleep or awake? perhaps or maybe?
finish or begin? reading or writing?
Qo000 1 feacher or st 4.{:‘&!\‘!‘ ?

2

“~

00000 1
2

00000 1
2

00000 1
2

Cie  Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Put the stress mark ' in the correct place and write the word.

EXAMPLE

fararv/ — [a'rarv/ ....aTNe 4 [finif/ e
1 /518t 5 /komplizt/
2 /rileks/ .. J L 1) | ——
3 /pitpl/ e 7 /pronavns/ e

C17  Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.
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Begin at the beginning
Stress in longer words

@ Some words have more than two syllables. In every word, one syllable is stressed. Listen and
repeat. O is the stressed syllable and oo the unstressed syllables.

Ooo

€xXercise

000
computer

000
understand

Oooo
supermarket
0000
photography
0000
informanon

0Qoo0
vocabulary

00Qo0
university

00000
communication

syllable
example

Japanese

mathematics

There are three syllables in the word exercise.
Computer is an example of a three-syllable word.

[ can’t understand Japanese.

Do you like small shops or supermarkets?

Are you interested in photography?

I’d like some information about mathematics courses.
Will you help me with my vocabulary?

Which university did you go to?

Email is very helpful for communication.

m @ When you add syllables to words, the stress often stays on the same syllable. Listen and repeat.

70

begin '
decide >
possible >
sentence =
interest g

beginning
decided
impossible
sentences
interesting

@ But sometimes a different syllable is stressed. Listen and repeat.

electric ’
pronounce  *
photograph  —
explain g
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31.3

Section B Syllables and words

Exercises

Write these words.

EXAMPLE /br'giniy/ ... beginming
1 /mtavjuy —

2 /mjur'zizom/

3 ImBGI'ZIIN/

4 /['definatli/

5 /o'merikon/ . .

6 /poli'tifon/ e _—

7 InZfa'n@loti/ .

8 Mfa'tografi/ _—

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Listen and write the words in the correct column.

adjective  alphabet cinema eleven furniture grandmother important
reception remember tomorrow

Ooo 000
adjective .

Check your answers with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Complete the sentences. Choose words with the correct stress from the box. You do not need all the
words.

afternoon  bicycle conversation delicious discussion exercises expensive
holiday moming normally often Saturday seventeen seventy  sixty
Sunday Sweden Switzerland telephone today yesterday

1 We had a 000 ....delicious .. meal on Q00 ...

2 We 000 ..o g0 0N 000 ... by car, I;ut this time we’re going by Ooo
3 Idid ten gra;nmar Oooo Ooo

4 Is Q00 ..o . AN 000 .. e COUNLETY?

5 My s0n’s 000 .o . and my father’s Q00 ... ;

6 I had a long Ooo 0000 this 000 ..msrnes

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.

Six months of the year have three or four syllables. Write them on the correct line.

Qooo
000 September

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Then listen and repeat.
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Where's my checklist?
Stress in compound words

We can often put two words together to make a compound, e.g. class + room -* classroom.
We write some compounds as one word, some as two words, and some with a hyphen (-).

class + room * classroom
car + park — car park
second + hand - second-hand

@ The stress is normally on the first part of the compound. Listen and repeat.

Oo airport bathroom bus stop car park cassroom football girlfriend
Ooo bus station dining room hairdresser newspaper post office  sunglasses
Oooo photocopy railway station shop assistant

0000 police station

00000  computer programime

railwayr
station

\

Gal' park

’

/

7 @ Some compound nouns have stress on both parts if the first part is an adjective. Listen and
repeat.
000 sing!c room

@ Some compound nouns have stress on both parts if the thing in the second part is made of the
material in the first part. Listen and repeat.

00 glass jar
000 plastic bag
0000  romaro soup

@‘:‘9 Some compound nouns have stress on both parts if the first part tells us where the second part
is. Listen and repeat.
00 car door front door ground floor
0000  city centre  kitchen window

@ When a compound is an adjective, there is often stress on both parts. Listen and repeat.

00 first-class half-pricc home-made
000 second-hand
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32.1

C26

32.2

27

32.3
28

Section B Syllables and words

Exercises

Listen and circle the compound with different stress. In the example, both words are stressed in back
door, but in the others, the first word is stressed.

EXAMPLE N

computer screen ( back door) alarm clock  bank manager

1 toothache nightclub  crossroads  half-price

2 motorbike  waiting room  second class  traffic lights

3 mobile phone creditcard  swimming pool  check-in desk
4 travel agent  city centre  tourist visa  supermarket

Make five compounds from these parts.

first part: ear wine hand birthday bay
second part: friend bar present bag rings

Now use the compounds to complete the dialogue.

A: Oh no, Ican’t find my !

B: Have you looked in your ... ?

A: Of course!

B: Maybe you left them in that .. last night?

A: Oh no, maybe I did!

B: Are they important?

A: Yes — they were @ e from my ... !

Listen to check your answers. Check with the Key. Listen again and circle the stressed part of each
compound. Then listen again and repeat.

Listen to the poem. The compounds are underlined. Circle the stressed part of each compound.

Checldist

Have l ...

... set the alarm. clock?

... and put it on the bedside table?

... put my plane ticket in my trouser pocket?
... packed my toothbrush?

... put my suitcase by the bedroom door?
... switched the CD player off?

... phoned the taxi driver to say ‘Be here at six?
Have l ...

Havel ...

... Where's my checklist?!

Check your answers with the Key. Then listen
again and repeat.
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Phrases and pauses
Reading aloud

When you listen to English, perhaps you think it’s difficult to understand because it’s too fast.
And perhaps you would like to speak faster. But when people speak English — or any other
language — they don’t speak fast and non-stop. They speak in short phrases, and they stop, or

pause, between the phrases.

First, read this story, and make sure you understand it.

Lots of people get arrested for dangerous driving, of course. But how old is the oldest? Who's the
world record holder? Well, | read about a man who was a hundred and four! He went through red
lights, crashed into parked cars and drove along the pavement. And how old was his car? Only thirty.

C2% Now listen to the story, reading at the same time, and notice the pauses between the lines.

of course.

But how old is the oldest?
Who's the world record holder?
Well,

| read about a man

who was a hundred and four!
He went through red lights,
crashed into parked cars

and drove along the pavement.
And how old was his car?

Only thirty.

Lots of people get arrested for dangerous driving,

€2% 'y QK - or even better — to pause more

74

often, because it gives you more time to
think of what to say next, and it makes
listening easier. Listen to this version —
the words are the same, but there are
more pauses.

Lots of people

get amrested

for dangerous driving,

of course.

But

how old

is the oldest?

Who's the world record holder?
Well,

| read about a man

who was

a hundred and four!

He went through red lights,
crashed into parked cars

and drove along the pavement.
And how old was his car?

Only thirty.

€% [t’s also important to stress the most

important words. Listen again, and
this time notice the stress on the words
in bold.

Lots of people

get arrested

for dangerous driving,

of course.

But

how old

is the oldest?

Wheo's the world record holder?
Well,

1 read about a man

who was

a hundred and four!

He went through red lights,
crashed into parked cars

and drove along the pavement.
And how old was his car?

Only thirty.

Practise reading this story, phrase by phrase, paying attention to the pauses and the stresses.
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Section C Phrases, sentences and grammar

Cvoarmn:
CXErcises
33.1 Listen to this story and mark the pauses like this: /.

A few years ago / | read in a newspaper / that the staff at a library ...

A few years ago | read in a newspaper that the staff at a library in a small town in the
west of England had noticed that the number of visitors to the library was going down
and down, and the number of books they were borrowing was going down even faster.
They couldn’t understand this, so they decided to do some research to find out the
reason. They interviewed people and asked them to fill in questionnaires and so on. And
guess what they discovered. The reason was simply that everybody had read all the books
already!

Check with the Key.

30 Listen again and mark the main stresses by underlining them.

A few years ago / I read in a newspaper / that the staff at a library ...

Check with the Key and practise reading the story yourself. You could also practise reading together
with the recording.

J3.2  Listen to this story and mark the pauses.
C3t

This seems unbelievable but it's a true story in fact. A farmer was working in the fields
with his tractor. The tractor crashed and he fell out and landed on the ground
unconscious. As he fell, his mobile phone fell out of his pocket. Soon after, a bird that
was flying around the fields saw the phone and started pecking it with its beak.
Amazingly it dialled the number 999 and soon the emergency services arrived to help
the farmer.

Check with the Key.
G Listen again and mark the main stresses.
Check with the Key and practise reading the story yourself. You could also practise reading together
with the recording.
Tip: You might find it helpful to rewrite the stories with each phrase on a separate line, like this:
A few years ago
I read in a newspaper
that the staff at a library ...

Note: When we write, we mark some of the main pauses with commas, like this:
This seems unbelievable, but it's a true story, in fact.
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