Transcription exercises

General remarks: There are essentially two typ#&saocription, phonetic and phonemic
(phonological). Phonetic transcription is more cterpshowing detailed articulatory
characteristics of individual sounds. In thesedasswe will be learning phonemic
transcription which only uses a limited number of symbols reprging sounds which are in
a certain language able to distinguish meaninggoiras. There are 44 such sound in English
(20 vowels and 24 consonants) and we call themgyhes (study the phonemic chart). In
addition, you will be asked to mark features of anirmportance which, however, cause
problems to Czech speakers of English: (1) aspinaki®=t/, (2) dark #/ x clearl /I/

Mip x p"/ (3) linking r Bar1z/ (4) syllabic consonants, especially/fidd/, fp"s:sn/
Transcription exercise 1.

In Britain and around the world, the image of tamily continues to change. The
traditional "Victorian family”, in which the man wahe breadwinner, the woman the
homemaker and the children numerous and obedgegiying way to new ideas about what
the modem family should look like.

/ m briton an(d) o'raund 0o w3:dd / 8i imid3 ov 0o faemuli
kant"mju:z to tfemds // 89 tradifant vik't"o:rron feemili /

m witf 0o man waz 09 bredwins / 9o wumon 09 hoummeiks /
on(d) 09 tfitdron njuimoras an/d/ abi:diont / 1z grvin weis

to nju: ar'droz o'baut wot 0o modon faemili fod luk laik // /
Notes: The first step is to learn well all the g4nbols of the phonemic chart. Next step is to
check pronunciation in a good monolingual Engligttidnary (Cambridge, Oxford, Collins,
Longman).
1)There is a tendency to reduce strong English isimeunstressed syllables to a weak
vowel, especially ‘schwa’] - /briton/, /o'raund/, ;iwuman/ or /i/ at the end of words like
[femili/. /i/ is not a phoneme, therefore it is optiomniaindicates that the quality of the final

sound is not that of amn' lised in stressed syllables
2)In the word “world” the /I/ sound is dark becaiitsprecedes a consonant. In the word
“family” the /I/ sound is clear (like the Czech)Mecause it precedes a vowel.
3)Please note in diphthongs// /au/ we use a special symbol in the first part - /as -
opposed to “cut’k"at/, “cart” / k"a:t /
Transcription exercise 2

One of the most obvious characteristics of the family is that there are not always
two parents. Due mostly to the rise in divorcesesiworld War Il, single-parent families are
becoming more and more frequent and accepted irsiBgociety. Usually, it is the mother
who takes responsibility for raising the child, ate has to balance the pressures of earning a
living and raising her children at the same time.

/ wan ov 82 moust pbvios k"eroktoristiks ov 3o nju: feemuli
1z 0ot dara not otwaz t"u: p"earonts // dju: moustli ta 82
raiz m divoisiz sis wsidd wo: wan / smgt p"earant feemiliz
o br'k"amiy moron mo: frizkwant oan(d) o'kseptid m britif
sa'sarati // ju:zuoli / 1t 1z 39 mada hu t"eiks risppnsabiloti



fa rerzig 0o tfartd / an(d) fi haez to balons do p"refoz ov

31y 9 livig an(d) rerzm (h)o t{iddron ot 82 serm t"aim // /
Notes: 1) In the word “one’wan/, the vowel is short, the symbol used is therefetas
opposed to “car’k"a:/
2) In the word “takes’tleiks/, /t/ is aspirated. It is because it is found str@ssed syllable
before a vowel. The same rule applies not only/tdut also to /p/ and /k/.
3) Note thang at the end of words is never pronounagd,/but only #/! Although it does

not affect intelligibility, this is not done by Répeakers.

4) The word “and” is one of theeak forms, i.e. words like prepositions, auxiliary verbs.etc
have two possible pronunciations strorgnd/ and weakand/, /on/, /. Under normal
circumstances the weak pronunciation is used. Vgeakunciation can have a couple of
variants.

Transcription exercise 3:

However, even in families with both parents preserany mothers are giving up the
role of homemaker and pursuing their own careermesgo on maternity leave after their
children are born and then take up part-time wankemvthe child is old enough to go to
school. Others feel that their careers come fimgtwaait until they have fully established their
career before having children.

/ houeva / izvon m feemiliz wid bouf p"earants p"rezont /
meni mA9daz 2 givin Ap 02 raul av haummeikar an(d)
pa'sjuriy dor oun ka'roz // sam gou pn mot"sinati litv
a:fto 8o tfitdron o bom an(d) den t"eik Ap p"a:tt"arm
w3tk wen 090 tfartd 1z outd maf to gou to skuit // Adoz
fi:} 9ot 89 ko'rroz k"am f3:st / on/d/ wert ant™1t dei (h)ov
fuli 1steblift 0o ko'rio br'fo: haev tfiidron // /

Notes: 1) The word “are” is one of the weak fordkhough its strong pronunciation is:/,
it is not used as much as Czech speakers oftek tnsmally only when the word is stressed,
e.g. “You're saying that John and Mary are notc&ios| today, but thegre”. However,

normally “are” is unstressed and weak: “John andyMae at school today.3votsku:i/

2) In British English final /r/ is not pronouncedthere” ea/, of which the weak form is
/0a/. 1f the following word starts with a vowel, /8 pronounced and we callibkingr.
“their own” /daroun/

3) The pronunciation of the plural endiadepends on the pronunciation of the preceding
sound. If the preceding sound is voiced, then theps is pronounced as /z/ (family —

families Femiliz/, mothersihadaz/. All the vowels are automatically voiced, sohétplural
sis preceded by a vowel, it is always read as /z/.
Other cases: voiced final consonant dog — dadwigz/
Voiceless final consonants parent — pargiftfonts/
4) The simple past tense ending of regular vedx}) (€an also be pronounced in three ways
/t/, Id/ and ¥d/. If preceded by a voiceless consonant, it is puoiced as /t/ (established
I'steeblift/ ). If preceded by a voiced consonant or a voived,pronounced as /d/ live — lived



/lvd/, play — playedp®leid/. Finally, if preceded by /t/ or /d/, the past iwg(-ed) is

pronounced asd/ - wanted wontid/, traded t"rexdid/.
5) The word “then” isiot a weak form. It is a word with a full meaning. Té#@re it cannot

be reduced to ®n/. /0on/ is a weak form for “than”, for which the strongppunciation

would be dan/
Transcription exercise 4:

Another area which has changed significantly istwizgpens before marriage. In the
past, people lived with their parents until they garried, and each marriage was supposed
to be a "white wedding". Today, living together dref marriage and premarital sex are
considered normal, and many people "tryout" thelmtionship by living together before
getting married.

/ an'Adar earrd witf oz tfemdzd sr'gnifikontli 1z wot hepanz
br'jfo: meeridz // m 89 p"ast / pMirpt livd wid ds p"eorants
ant"1it der got meerid / an(d) i:tf maeridz waz sa'p"ouzd to
bi(:)o wart wedin // tader / livig tageds bifo: meeridz an(d)
primerit} seks o kon'sidod no:m¢ / on(d) meni p"i:pt t"ra
aut 09 rilerfon(ip bifo: getiy maerid // /

Notes:1) Linking r — another aresinadorearrs/

2) lzl - weak form of auxiliary “has”

3) ffemndzd/ - the ending —ed has to be pronounced /d/ bedhesareceding sounds/ is
voiced, see also marriagaaridz/.

4) p"a:st/ - Ipl is aspirated — it is in a stressed syllddgéore a vowel. However, if /p/, /t/, Ik/
are preceded by /s/, aspiration does not take péageschoolsku:t/, not */sk™u:t/

5) lsap™auzd/ - the rule for aspiration is in operation - /i a stressed syllable before a
vowel

6) /p"izpY/, fpri'meeritd/, momi/ - examples of syllabid/- the syllabic consonant replaces a
vowel in an existing syllable.

Transcription exercise 5:

These changes together with other changes sucixad marriages, have altered the
face of British society. Some people deplore thera Breakdown of traditional values.
Others praise them as expressions of greater halerand diversity. But one thing is for sure:
British families are changing and will continuectzange.

/ 0iiz tfemdziz / tagedas wid Ada tfemndziz satf oz mikst
merid3iz / hav odtad 0o fers ov britif sa'sarati / sam p i:pt
di'p"lo: dom oz o breikdaun ov tra'difont veeljuiz // Adaz

p"reiz dom oz 1ksprefonz ov grerto t"plorons an(d) dar'vsisoti //
bot wan O1n 1z fuo // britif feemoliz o tfemndzim on(d) wit

kont"mju: to tfemnds // /
Notes:



1) /di:z tfeindziz/ - if the plural ending is preceded by a sibilard/, /z/, f/, /dz/, ifl,
/d3/ ), then it is pronounced — and transcribed +zsdlternatively /iz/. See also
Imaeridziz/

2) In the word “mixed” theed ending is pronounced /t/ because the precedingor@mts

Its/ are voiceless. In the word “altereditod/, the —ed ending is pronounced as /d/
because of the voiced vowel preceding it.

3) /bat/ is one of the typical weak forms. The strong prmsiation of the wordblat/ is
usually used only under stress and/or before agpaus
4) /darvs:sati/ - in some words more variants can be found itiaharies. Although for a
transcription exercise any existing form is accelgtave tend to prefer British variants
for our purposes.
Transcription exer cise 6:

Since many newspapers — especially their headliresse little space to explain
things in depth, they have developed a specialtudeay of their own. It features short words
and tends to leave out articles and auxiliary vefbsis, they use “back” for “support”, “deal”
for “agreement”, “ban” for “prohibit”, “talk” for Hiscussion, negotiation”, “probe” for
“investigate”, and so on. It also includes colouviords to draw the eye and add interest to a
story. So prices don't “go up quickly”, they “rodkepolice don’t “hurry” to the scene of the
crime, they “race”, and so on. A headline that sgdarugs probe backs cig ban” might
translate as “An investigation into drug abuse sutgthe prohibition of cigarette smoking.

(taken from Advanced Conversation Practice — TegsBook — p. 101)

/ sms meni nju:zpeipaz / 1s'pefali o hedlamnz / haev it}
spers tu 1ksplem 0z m dep0 / der (h)ov dr'velopt o spefot
vo'k"&bjulori ov dor oun // 1t firtfoz o:t wsidz / on(d)
t"endz to lizv aut a:tik§z on(d) o:gziliori va:bz // das / Oei
ju:z baek fa sop™o:t / dixt f2 o'grizmont / baen fo pro'hibit /
t"o:k fo diskafon / nigoufierfon / p"roub for m'vestigert /
on(d) sou pn // 1t odsou mk"lu:dz k"alofat ws:dz to dro:

oi ar on(d) &d mt (o)rist tu o stori // sou praisiz dount gou
Ap k"wikli / dei rokit / pa'lizs dount hari to 39 siin ov 89
k"ramm / dei rers an(d) sou pn // o hedlamn 0ot ri:dz

dragz p"roub bzks sig baen mait tronzlert oz on
mvestigerfon mto drag abju:s so'p"ots 82 prouibifon ov

sigaret smoukin // /
Notes:
1) /menil, tspefsli/ use the weak variant af /i.e.i, because it is found in final,
unstressed syllable of the words. The use of ribto purposes is optional.

2) /haev/ - has to remain strong because here it is nat asen auxiliary but as a full
verb meaning “to possess”



3) /tu/??? — uses the weak variantwfbdecause it is located in an unstressed sylldtde o
weak form. The use is again optional. However, ronpuncing the word “to” we
must distinguish whether a vowel is followirtg tksplem/ or a consonant “to go”

/ta gou/. In this case “to” is pronounced with a schwia /

4) /diskafon/ can alternatively be transcribed dskafn/

5) In the word k"rarm/ aspiration still asserts itself. This happens never /p/, /t/, /k/
are followed by /I/, /r/, Iwl/, /j/ and consequenibly a vowel.

6) /Bmz/ does not have /g/ in pronunciation, ivhich is voiced, is simply followed by a
regular voiced variant of the plural ending, wherehinks @mks/ does have /k/ in
pronunciation. Note thatg at the end of a word is pronouncedmsnk at the end of
a word is pronounced agl/.

7) The diphthongou/ does not exist in English. Therefore, words ligbe” and

“negotiations” must be pronounced a%ub/ and higoufierfonz/.
Transcription exercise 7:

This was the first time | had ever cared for AID&ients. AIDS is often considered a
social and moral disease, so it is difficult formsoto be compassionate and objective. These
patients need aggressive nursing care, as thesuaceptible to pneumonia, fungal infections,
diarrhoea, skin breakdown, malnutrition, and ingoemice. Their diet must be high in calories
and protein, with in-between-meal snacks and ingmdmecessity. In spite of all the
medications, pulmonary treatments, oxygen therdgyy nursing assessments, and frequent
repositioning, the patient still is a human beinigightened, isolated, and with a deep fear of
losing control. He needs to talk and express hiinlselneeds reassurance, and he has the
right to have his questions answered truthfullyisT& a challenge for any nurse who really
cares.

(from Nursing is My Bag by M. Kurz George, 1989113 - taken from Advanced
Conversation Practice — Teacher’'s Book — p. 89)

/ 81s woz 02 f3:st t"amm a1 od eva k" ead for exdz p"erfonts //
erdz 1z pfon konsidod o souft on(d) morrat di'ziiz / sou 1t 1z
difikit fo sam to bi komp"eefonit on abdzektrv // diiz
p"erfonts ni:d a'gresiv naisim kea / oz dei o so'septobt to
nju:'mounio / fangt mfekfonz / darorio / skin bretkdaun /
matnju't"rifon ond m'k"pntmons // 3o darot mast bi har m
k"a&loriz ond p"routi:n / wid m br't"win mix sneks on
mmp"oitont ni'sesoti / m spait av 9:t 3o medik"erfonz /
p"atmoneri t"ri:tmonts / pksidzon Oeropi / deili n3:siy
o'sesmonts / ond frizkwont ri:pa'zifonm / do p"erfont

stil 1z o hjurmon bi:m / frartond / 'aisalertid / oand wid o di:p
fior ov lw:ziy kont"rowt // hi ni:dz to t"o:k on 1kspres
himsetf / hi ni:dz riafuarans / and hi haz 09 rart to hev



(h)iz k"westfonz a:nsad t"rw:0f(o)li // d1s1z o tfelmd3 for

eni n3:s hu rioli k"eaz // /

Transcription exercise 8:

Tomorrow will be another fine day with temperatureaching the mid twenties. A bit
cool early in the morning with some showers likielyt this will clear up towards mid-
morning and most areas will have prolonged sundhinmost of the afternoon. Wednesday’s
not looking so good, rather dull and overcast withds light to moderate and rain and drizzle
spread over much of the south of the country. Teaipees around 15 to 17 degrees Celsius
dropping as low as 12 degrees overnight in hilsaar possibly a few patches of fog in low-
lying areas.

(taken from Advanced Conversation Practice — TegsBook — p. 101)

/ tomprou wit bi Anado fam der wid t"empritfoz ri:tfimy 8o
mid t"wentiz // o biit k"u:t 3:li 1n 30 momiy wid sam favoz
larkli bat d1s wit k™liar Ap to'wo:dz midmoinim on moust
earroz wit hav pra'lond sanfam fo moust ov 0i a:fto'nuin //
wenzdiz not lukm sou gud / ra:do dal on suvok™a:st wid
windz lart to mod(9)rit on rem on drizt spred suvo matf ov
80 saub ov 8o k"antri // t"empritfoz oraund fif 't"in to
sevon't"iin digri:z selsios dropiy oz lou oz t"wetv digri:z
ouva nait m hili earroz p"psobli o fju: p"etfiz ov fog m lou

latg earioz // /
Transcription exercise 9:

This book grew out of my study of the experiendestber women. It is built on the
stories of eighty women who said no, who made ceaigtheir lives. All of them left
successful careers to find, as | did, their riglglihood. Some have permanently downshifted
to part-time jobs in order to make time in the @@yother interests, such as art, volunteer
work, self-development, spiritual interests ang@taA number of others have created their
own small businesses: two own bookstores; oneatsigeep farm; three operate day-care
centers. Some have become consultants, othergsvit have given to the word success a
very personal definition.

(from Work of Her Own by Susan Wittig Albert, Ph-Oaken from Advanced
Conversation Practice — Teacher’'s Book — p. 39)

/ ®1z buk gru: avt ov mar stadi ov 8i 1ks'p"1orrons ov A9
wimin // 1t 1z br#t opn 09 stoiriz ov erti wimin hu sed nou /
hu meid tfemnd3ziz m 8s larvz // ol ov dom left soksesft
ko'r1oz to faind / oz ar did / 0o rart larvithud // sam (h)ov
p"smmonontli daun(iftid to p"a:tt"arm dzpbz m a:do to

meik t"arm m 82 der for adarintrists / satf oz a:t / volont"1o



waik / setfdi'velopmoant / spiritfusl mtrists and t"ravi //
o nambar ov Aoz (h)ov kri'ertid dor sun smo:t biznisiz /
t"u: oun buksta:z / wan ranz o fixp faxm / Ori: pporert
deik"eo sentoz // sam (h)ov br'k"am konsattants / Adoz

raitoz // o:l av grvan to 8o w3id sa'kses o veri p"sisont
defmifn // /

Transcription exercise 10:

The word “furnished” means different things to ditfnt people. You will normally
find the essential: stove, refrigerator, beds, rshabfa, tables, lamps. Minimal china and
glass, basic kitchen supplies, curtains, and sdaterps may be supplied. Sometimes, but
very rarely, there is a small supply of bed, batig table linens and blankets. You will need
to bring your favourite kitchen utensils, some ¢aliiens or mats, extra lamps, coat hangers,
whatever electrical appliances you want — sucloastérs and irons. Your own pictures,
books, decorations, and the like will make it semare like home to you. The word
“unfurnished” means different things, but generallgtove and refrigerator are included —
also towel racks, light fixtures and other builtdiems.

/ 82 wsd f3mift mimz difrant Omz to difront p"ixpt // ju wit
no:xmoali famnd 0i 1'senfalz // stouv / ri'fridzorerts / bedz /
tfeaz / soufa / t"etblz / lemps // mmimi tfams an gla:s /
bersik k"itfon sop"laiz / k"s:tnz / on som p"iktfoz mer bi
so'p"lard // samt"aimz / bat veri reali / 3oz o smo:t soplar
ov bed / ba:0 an t"erb} lininz an blenkits // ju wit ni:d to
brm jo ferv/a/rit kMitfon ju't"ensiz / som t"eibt lininz

o: mats / ekstra lemps / k™out haenoz / waitevar 1lektrikal
o'p"laronsiz ju wont / satf oz t"oustoz ond aroeronz // jor
oun p"1ktfoz / buks / dekarerfonz ond 89 laik / wit merk 1t
si: / mo: laik haum to ju // 8o w3:d 'Anf3mnift mimnz difrant
0inz / bat dzenarali o stouv on rr'fridzarertor or mklu:did /
oitsou t"avot raks / lart fikst{oz on Ad2 brdt m artomz // /



