# Whatis readlng?

Reading is one of: the. four language skills: reading, wntlng, listening and speaking. It is a

receptive skill; hke listening. This means it involves responding to'text, rather than producing

it. Very simply we can' say that reading involves making sense of text. To do this we need to
- understand the language of the text at word level, sentence level and whole- text level, We.also

need to: connect the message of the text to-our knowledge of the world Look at thrs sentence,
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- The boy was. surpnsed because the g1rl was much faster ‘at runnmg than he was.

To understand ‘this’ ‘sentence, we:need to understand what'the letters are; how the letters join
L together to.make- words what the words meansand-the grammar of the words and the sentence.
-+ ‘Butwedlso make sense‘of this sentence by knowing that, generally speaking, girls donot run as

s fast as. boys Our knowledge of the.world: helps us understand why the boy was surpnsed

is much faster at runnmg than he was. Then he
al for: runmng at the Olympic Games. :
,..;The second sentence 4 ves us a p0551ble ea why the. g1r1 was so good.at runmng But we can
erste  is. a-reas OV, that Olympm TUIMeErs. are. very good This
. means.we need to. use our knowledge the world to. see the connection between. these two
o sentences (coherence) :The grammatic: between the sentences. (cohesxon) also help us
L. see the connection. between theém. For, example, in: the second example sentence ‘he’ refers to
~‘the-boy*in: the first senterice;-and-‘her’ refersito ! the girl’. -

. When, we read. we do not: necessanly read everything i ina text What we read depends on
why and how weare: readmg For. exa.mple we may.read a travel website to find a single piece of
mforrnatron about prices. But-we may read anovel in great detall because we like the story and
the characters and want to know as. much as we can about them -

These examples show us that we read d1fferent text types and we read for cllfferent reasons.

_ Some exaroples of - written text types are’ letters, . articles,. ‘postcards, stories, mformatlon

; brochures, leaflets and poems. All these kinds of text types are different from one another. They

.., have different lengths, layouts (the ways in which text is placed on the page), topics and kinds of
language. Learning to read also mvolves iearmng how to handle these different text types.

Our reasons for reading influence how we read, i.e. which reading subskill (a skill that is part
of a main skill) ‘we use. For example, if we read a text just to find a specific piece or pieces of
information in it, we usually use a subskill called reading for specific information or
scanning. When we scan, we don't read the whole text. We hurry over most of it until we find
the information we are interested in, e.g. when we look for a number in a telephone dlrectory

Another reading subskill is reading for gist or skimming, i.e. reading quickly through a text
to get a general idea of what it is about. For examnple, you skim when you look: qurckly through a

- book in a bookshop to decide if you want to buy it, or when you go quickly through a reference
book to decide which part will help you write an essay. - ~

A third reading subskill is reading for detail. If you read a Ietter from someone you love
who you haven't heard from for a long time, you probably read like thlS, gettmg the meamng
out of every word.

Another way of readmg is extenswe readmg Extensrve readmg mvolves readmg long
pieces of text, for example a story or an article, As you read; Your attention and mterest Vary - ,'
you may read some parts of the textin detail while you may skim through GHers: - T

Sometimes, espedially; in: language classrooms, we use. téxts to.examine language For
example, we might ask learners to leok for all the_words.ln a text related to a particular topic, or -

-work out the grammar:of a particular: ‘sentence. The aim of these activities-is:to. make learners
more aware of how language is used These activities are sometimes called mtenswe readmg :
They are nota reading skill, but a language leammg activity. - : -

We can see that reading is a: compllcated process. It involves understanding: letters, Words and’
sentences, understanding the connections -between sentences (coherence and cohesion),
understanding different text types; making sense of the text through ‘our knowledge of the
world and using the appropnate readmg subskill. Readmg may be a receptlve skill but it certalnly
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