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room. He had come, he said at the door, as a new neighbour
to visit the family. But he really wanted to learn more about
Villefort's home life as part of his plan to take revenge on the
crown prosecutor. So he talked about anything and everything,
and Madame Villefort, who loved the sound of her own voice,
sat and talked openly and freely with him. He had already
discovered that she had no time to take care of the paralysed
Monsieur Noirtier, that she loved her little son more than
anyone else, and that she thought Valentine’s money should
belong to Edouard. Now they were talking about poisons,
which greatly interested the prosecutor’s wife. When Valentine
entered, Madame Villefort introduced her to the count and
then sent her away a few minutes later. She closed the door
carefully after the girl.

‘Now, Count, let’s continue our conversation,” she said. ‘You
were telling me how a person can protect himself against
poison.’

‘It's easy, Madame. You take a few drops of the poison
every day, a little more each time. Then after a month you
and another person could drink poison from the same glass.
The person who had drunk it with you would die, while you'd
just feel a little unwell.’

‘How interesting!’

‘T've studied medicines and poisons during my travels round
the world. I've made a most useful medicine — one drop makes
you feel fresh and alive, but five or six would kill you. And
you can't taste it!’

‘I wonder — could you possibly let me have some? I so often
feel tired — I'm sure it would help me.’

The count promised to send the medicine to her the next
day, and left the house, delighted with a successful visit.

e
That evening, Albert and his friend Chéateau-Renaud went to

the theatre. They saw Madame Danglars, sitting with her lover

poison something
that kills people
when they eat or
drink it

protect to
save someone
from danger
or something
unpleasant
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they found a box with a dead baby’s body in it!’

‘That's serious, said Debray. And as the guests left the room
and went downstairs, Villefort took the chance to whisper in
Madame Danglars’ ear, “The count knows our secret. I'll find
out what he’s planning. Be strong! Say nothing to anyone!’

Villefort did indeed try to find out more about the count, but
in the next few days his own family began to give him more
to worry about. Madame Saint-Méran, Villefort's old mother-
in-law, came to stay at the Villeforts’ house. She wanted to
see her granddaughter Valentine married as soon as possible,
so the signing of the contract to marry Franz d'Epinay was
fixed for nine o'clock in the evening of that same day.

Maximilien was wild with worry that he would lose his
Valentine, and they agreed they would run away together
that evening. But he waited and waited at the hole in the
wall. and Valentine did not come. Later he discovered that
her grandmother had died
suddenly, and that the doctor
thought she had died from
poison. The who

would get all her money was

person

Valentine, and no one else
seemed to have any reason
to poison the old lady. Behind
closed doors people began to
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a poisoner, and the servants
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house one by one.
Maximilien was now Vvery unhappy.
the stories, but he knew that his plans to marry Valentine
would have to wait. He was ready to Kill Franz d'Epinay if
to protect Valentine from a husband whom she did

He did not believe all

necessary,

not love.

mother-in-law the
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wife or husband

sign to write your
name

contract the
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show that they all
agree to something

Maximilien
was now very
unhappy.
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GUESS WHAT

Match the first and second
the next chapter.

t happens in
f these sentences to find out what hap
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a Villefort wants . ..

b Villefort’s father wants . ..
¢ Albert doesn't want . ..

d Albert wants . ..

e Mercedes doesn't want ...

92 Baron d’Epinay to marry Valentine.
3 to speak to Franz. :

4 the count to fight with Albert. |

5 to fight the Count of Monte Cristo.

il Ha se’s father.
hear that his father helped to kill Haydé
1 to
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