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having decided to
do Something
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The next day Albert was reading a newspaper when he noticed,
to his horror, a short article which said:

‘We have just discovered that, in the Greek war, a French
officer took money from the enemy to help them kidnap and
murder Ali Pasha, a friend of the French. The officer’s first
name was Fernand.’

Albert hurried round to the newspaper offices at once, to
speak to his friend Beauchamp, who worked there.

‘Beauchamp,” he cried. ‘Look at this article! My father’s first
name is Fernand. Everyone will think that he did this terrible
thing!’

‘Don’t worry, Albert. I'll find out if it's true.’

Three weeks later, Beauchamp visited Albert at home. ‘Bad
news, my friend,” he said. ‘I've been to Greece, and I have
these papers for you. They show that the article in the

newspaper was true. Your father was indeed a traitor. I'm
sorry.’

Albert looked at him with staring eyes.

‘But as you're my friend,” said Beauchamp kindly, ‘let me
burn these papers now, and people will soon forget the story.’

They burnt the papers there and then.

But the story reappeared in other newspapers, and soon
even the gentlemen of the Upper House were talking about
it. When Monsieur de Morcerf arrived there one day, he found
that everyone was looking angrily at him, and he was asked

to explain what had happened between him and Ali Pasha in
the Greek war. Silence fell as the Upper House waited for his
answer. His face was white and his hands were shaking as
he spoke.
‘I'm no traitor, gentlemen,” he said. ‘I was a friend of Ali

Pasha, and I tried to save him, but I arrived too late.’

‘No, traitor!’ cried a woman'’s voice from the public seats.

‘You're lying! You accepted the enemy’s gold for the head of

article a piece
of writing in a
newspaper

traitor a person
who goes against
his allies or
country

Upper House a
group of important
people, like lords,
barons and counts,
who meet to

make laws for the
country

public open to
everyone; all the
people
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: | ] Ali Pasha! That's why you're

rich today! I know, because
I was there and saw it all
I am Haydée, Ali Pasha's
daughter!’

All eyes turned to the
public part of the House,
where the Greek girl was
standing. Then they looked
back at Monsieur de Morcerf.
He bowed his head and said
nothing. The Upper House
took only a few minutes to
decide that he was a traitor,
and should no longer sit in
the House. De Morcerf went
home alone.

Albert had h o
| who had eard from Beauchamp that it was Baron D I
: ad sent the informati aron Dang
tion about his f; ;
newspaper. So he went to call on the blb Iidthcr i
anker,

ars
the

It wasn't my i
e y idea, young man,” explained D:
rom the Count of Monte Cristo.’ chi
i & 5to.
The count!’ cried Albert in horro
It

my friend!’ But I thought he was

He went strai J
ght to the thea
tre, where
the count
W

his usual box, with Maximilien Morre]
el.

‘Count!” sai
. S.dld Albert, throwing open the ¢
You must give me an explanation!’ e

as in

Tdo accept “ p
not accept “must” from anyone,’ said t
: the count icily.

ght, perhaps>”
2 5 ps?
at ten in the mornjpes’
Albert bowed and left the orning?

But when Monte Cristo re

‘B =21 ace
‘ ut you will accept my invitation to fi
Shall we say tomorrow

box, and the count smijeq
turned home that night he-f d
. oun
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a woman waiting to see him.
It was Madame de Morcerf.
Mercedes had not wanted
to recognize Edmond openly
in front of her husband, but
it was clear now that she
knew who the Count of
Monte Cristo really was.

‘Oh, Edmond!" she cried.
‘Please do not kill my son!’

‘I have promised to take
my revenge, Madame, not on
Albert, but on his father
Fernand, who married my
fiancée, as you know.’

‘Oh Edmond! You should

punish me! 1 wasn't strong

‘Please do not
kill my son!’

enough to wait for you. I
thought you were dead. Edm
as T was, but I love you still! Don't

ond, I may not be as beautiful
let me see the man I love

become the murderer of my son!’
‘What is it that you want?’ he asked. ‘Your son’s life? Well

then, he shall live.’

Mercedes gave a cry that brought tears to his eyes. ‘Oh
Edmond! Thank you, thank you! You are SO good!’

‘But your poor Edmond won't live long. Tomorrow he must
die, if Albert is to live,’ replied the count.

Her beautiful eyes were wet with tears, @
her hand. ‘Don’t say that, Edmond. There is always hope. God

will not let you die.’ And with that, she left the room.

The count sat there in the darkness, thinking miserably of
his plans of revense which his promise (0 Albert’'s mother
had destroyed. Now he seemed to have nothing left to live for.

But the next morning, at the meeting-place, he was surprised

s she offered him
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Valentine’s
body lay in its

coffin.

The ne ¢
ext day, Maximilien’s sadnes
s,

—

The next mornj
(0] o - 5
N r;ﬁlg. the servants found Valentine silent ang
ed. The doctor saw M e
Seiey. aw Madame Villef, 5
of poison in her hang, and felt sure lefort with a glag

murderer, so he told her husband But
the news with horror — :

that she must be the
poor Maximilien hearq
el he had Monte
e would not die — and
ended. i

Cristo’s promise that
he felt that his life had

h funeral ()Uld be on 1 low S(.
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as he watched his

?

‘My dear young friend, you mustn’t kill yourself!’

‘But the woman who meant everything to me is dead! Who
are you to give me orders?’

“The man who saved your father! I am Edmond Dantes!’

Maximilien jumped up and called to his sister and her
husband. They came running to throw themselves at the
count’s feet and kiss his hand. But the count knew that
Maximilien was still thinking of death, so he asked them to
leave him alone with Maximilien again.

‘Keep your hope alive, my friend,” he said. ‘Come and stay
with me for a month. And if at the end of that time, you still
want to kill yourself, I'll put a gun in your hands myself.’
Maximilien agreed to this.

i
A week later, Andrea Cavalcanti appeared in court to answer

for his crimes. But when the crown prosecutor asked what
his real name was, the young man explained that he was
Villefort's own son, left to die in a box in the Auteuil garden.
To the horror of everyone in court, Villefort bowed his head

and said it was all true. Then he left the court and hurried

home.

There. in this house of death, he found the bodies of his
wife and son, both poisoned by her hand. As he was looking
at them, he heard a voice behind him say, ‘Monsieur, you've

finally paid your debt to me!’
He turned to find the Count of Monte Cristo standing there.

‘What debt?” he asked.
‘I am Edmond Dantes!’ said the count.
‘Well, Edmond Dantes, look!" screamed Villefort, showing

him the two bodies. ‘Have you had your revenge now? He

fiancée’s coffin going into the

ground, wag 3
great. But the and started digging. ‘T'll find

was V\’élt(‘hin hi
im, ¢ : ' : : ;
coffin aboxthat e he & iim. and followed him bac ¢ B Count ran wildly out into the garden,
you put a d ’re ne fto s 0 his sictar’'« )
- und the young m S Sister’s house. him soon!’ he cried. ‘The box must be here somewhere! c':\“e':e ;22;‘308
Wi €
decide if someone

person’s body in on the desk an writing g letter. s
s » With his gun ‘He’s gone mad!’ thought the count. ‘Perhaps I've done too
is innocent of a
crime or not

# much! Enough is enough.’
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READING CHECK

Tick the boxes to complete these sentences.
a Franz d’Epinay doesn’t [ Jtalks to him

want to marry Valentine VImakes him read

about his father's death.
after Monsieur Noirtier [_]lies to him

D the Count of Monte Cristo
b Albert learns from [ [Haydée

that his father helped to kil|
| Fthe newspaper

Ali Pasha.
c Q,Haydée
__Jthe Count of Monte Cris
" Beauchamp

for Ali Pasha’s head.

_IDanglars
d Albert decides he must fight |~ Jihe count
D’Beauchamp.
e [ Mercedes
L[ Monsieur de Morcerf  goes to See the count the night before the fight to stop it
[]Albert
f [ JFernand
[ JAibert

kills himself when the fight doesn’t happen.
L] The Count of Monte Cristo

g [ JAndrea Cavalcanti
__Maximilien Morre|

wants to marry Eugénie Danglars.
__Beauchamp

h [JAndrea Cavalcanti
L] Madame Villefort

is arrested for murder
_ | Valentine

[ JVilleforts
Cavalcanti explains to the crown prosecutor that he jg

[] Mercedes’

son.
[ IMajor Cavalcant;’

e -

WORD WORK

te

Find words in the treasure to comple

the sentences. .

a Villefort is determined. tgyztpmay‘
Valentine should marry Franz .

b Franzcomes froma .................
e about

¢ Albertreadsan ...............o....

his father in the newspaper.

sa
d The newspapers say that Fernand wa

Bl e
Monsmur de Morcerf's past.
i he
e comes from t
Siad seats and she tells
her story.
i and
g Baron Danglars loses all his money
willisobn be i e i

h Andrea Cavalcanti tells everyone |

that Villefort is his father.

i i et s B
i The Count of Monte Cristo gives Valen
i

St Valenting’s ......cco.coeoee
i Maximilien is sad when he sees
ground.

_.... go into the

WHAT 9 .I..ck follr boxes.
Uk - y in the last chapter? 1i R T
Who do you think is happ e [] The Coun
a [ Albert de Morcerf § [ Baron Danglars
b [] Mercedes g [ Maxi-mlllen
¢ [] Vvalentine h [] Luigi Vampa
d [] Haydée




