listen, bottle, politician, etc.
Syllabic consonants

- @ Most syllabls oontam a voch sound Howcver, somctlmes a syllablc consnsts only of a consonant.
awl-
Irs+

In dictionaries, these are usually shown either with a , symbol under the consonant or a 2 symbol
. before the consonant. Consonantslllkc this are called syﬂab:c consonants.

article /'a:.tr.kl/ listen /'lis.’n/

"

W [tis always possible to pronounce a syllabic consonant as an ordinary syllable with a vowel (/a/) and a
consonant (or consonants), although the syllabic consonant is usually more natural and fluent:
article = /artikal/ or: Jaztikl/ ~ listen = /lisan/ or: /hsn/

- (gs?) /ll syllablc consonants are usualIy f und in unstresed syllables after the followmg consonams

bupor\f'an+
or lis il bottle, little, hospital, pistol Isl hassle, parcel, whistle, colossal
L /df saddle, muddle, handle, pedal z] . | puzzle, drizzle, dazzle, hazel
Ipl couple, people, example, principal k/ knuckle, article, classical, comical
o/ able, trouble, global, jumble [n/ communal, channel, tunnel, panel

. Most of these consonants are spelt -e, but a few are spelt -al, -e and -ol. :
. [n/ syllabic consonants are usually found in unstressed syllables after the followmg consonants

L button, rotten, threaten, kitten i often, deafen, stiffen, soften

L al sadden, widen, garden, pardon vl seven, given, eleven, proven

| Ipl happen, deepen, open, sharpen e/ marathon, python, strengthen, lengthen
/sl listen, loosen, comparison, person 15l fashion, action, politician, musician *
lz] _cousin, horizon, poison, prison I3/ illusion, collision, occasion, precision

-~ Most of these consonants are spelt -en, -on, -ion or -ian.

" Words ending -sm have an m/ syllabic consonant. For example:
i Buddhlsm capltallsm, crmclsm Journallsm, mannensm, socnallsm. chasm, enthusuasm

A Note: Contracted forms such as didn't, haven't, shouldn't, wouldn't, etc. have a syllablc ‘nt':
haven't = [haevnt/ or /heevant/

G?@) # Some words havc two syllabnc oonsonants togethcr. mcludmg condltlonol dlagonol gcncml Iltrml ;

' national, vctomn _But not:oo that these can bc pronounccd in a number of ways. For example: :
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3 ;» dlagonal Idmegonol{or Idaxsganl/ or Idaxaagnol/ o ldaxaagnl/

m @ thn ~ing is addcd to a vcrb cndmg wrth a syﬂabic consonant (e.g hondlmg. tmublmg, happcmng, L

wm,m+ " gardening) the consonant + -ing is usually said as one syllable. The syliabic consonant is the first

or list oonsonant of the last sy|lable
{ handlc /ha:nd'll - handllng lha:ndlml -2 S ek L
.+ happen /haep®n/ - happening /haepniy/

% Q Notlcc that |t lS also possnble to say thc syllablc consonant wnth a vowel (lal) /hmndolml lhaaponml
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