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How do deaf individuals communicate in their daily lives?

Broadly defined, communication for deaf individuals occurs through visual, auditory or tactile modes
(for individuals who are deafblind). Common visual communication modes include American Sign
Language (ASL), Cued Speech, speech reading (lip reading), and gestures. Auditory communication
includes utilizing residual hearing and spoken English received through the ear, often augmented
with a hearing aid or cochlear implant to enhance the ability to interpret sound. Tactile
communication translates visual and auditory communication into the hand and other parts of the

body.
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