Pragmatics 4 – presupposition and entailment

Background entailment

Any logical consequence of an utterance, not the one that is foregrounded by the speaker.

Constancy under negation

Quality of the presupposition of a statement remaining true when the statement is negated.

Counterfactual presupposition

The assumption that certain information is the opposite of true.

Entailment

Something that logically follows from what is asserted in the utterance. Sentences, not speakers, have entailments.

Existential presupposition

The assumption that someone or something, identified by the use of a noun phrase, does exist.

Factive presupposition

The assumption that information stated after certain words, e.g. know, regret, is true.

Foreground entailment

The main logical consequence of an utterance, emphasized by the speaker.

Lexical presupposition

The assumption that, in using one word, the speaker can act as if another meaning (word) will be understood.

Non-factive presupposition

The assumption that certain information, as presented, is not true.

Ordered entailments

On any occasion, when producing an utterance the speaker indicates how possible entailments are to be ordered. The speaker communicates, typically by stress or some grammatical structure, e.g. it-cleft construction, which entailment is assumed to be in the foreground, i.e. more important for interpreting intended meaning than any other possible entailments.

Potential presupposition

An assumption typically associated with the use of a certain linguistic form.

Presupposition

Something that the speaker assumes to be the case prior to producing an utterance. Speakers, not sentences, have presuppositions.

Projection problem

The problem of the presupposition of a simple structure not surviving when being part of a more complex structure.

Structural presupposition

The assumption that part of a structure contains information being treated as already known.

