Tasks and answers 11

1. What is discourse analysis?

Discourse analysis comprises an extremely wide range of activities, from the narrowly focused investigation of how words such as oh, well, I mean, you know are used in casual talk, to the study of the dominant ideology in a culture as represented, for example, by its educational or political practices. 

2. Present some instances of cultural schemata?

Cultural schemata are our pre-existing background knowledge structures, for making sense of the world. Our ability to arrive automatically at interpretations of the unwritten and the unsaid is based on our cultural schemata and, moreover, they function like familiar patterns from previous experience that we use to interpret new experiences.

For example, when we go to a restaurant, we expect that there will be tables and chairs to sit on, we will offered some meals and drinks by a waiter, etc. When we go to a dentist or to a bank, we know what to expect.

3. What is the difference between frame and script? Provide some examples of both!

Cultural schemata are our pre-existing background knowledge structures, for making sense of the world. If there is a fixed, static pattern to the schema, it is sometimes called a frame. A frame shared by everyone within a social group is something like a prototypical version. For example, within a frame for an apartment, there will be assumed components such as kitchen, bathroom, and bedroom. The assumed elements of a frame are generally not stated, as in the advertisement in the following example:

Example of a frame:

Apartment for rent. £ 500.763‑6683.

When more dynamic types of cultural schemata are considered, they are often described as scripts. A script is a pre‑existing knowledge structure involving some sequence of actions in an event. Because most of the details of a script are assumed to be known, they are unlikely to be stated. We use scripts to build interpretations of accounts of what happened. For example, we have scripts for what normally happens in all kinds of events, such as going to a doctor‘s office, a movie theatre, a restaurant, or a grocery shop. Thanks to our cultural schemata, we don‘t have such problems as the person in the following example who had expected, for instance, a basket into which she would be able to put items picked up from shelves:
Example of a gap in a script:

I stopped to get some groceries but there weren‘t any baskets left so by the time I arrived at the check‑out counter I must have looked like a juggler having a bad day.
4. Which branch of pragmatics studies the communicative behaviour of non‑native speakers attempting to communicate in their second language?

When the investigation within the scope of pragmatics focuses more specifically on the communicative behaviour of non‑native speakers attempting to communicate in their second language, it is described as interlanguage pragmatics.
5. What is pragmatic accent?

There are certain aspects of our talk that indicate what we assume is communicated without being said. These aspects are usually referred to as pragmatic accent. Pragmatic accent is closely connected with our cultural schemata, i.e. our pre-existing background knowledge structures, for making sense of the world.

6. What is the difference between cross-cultural and contrastive pragmatics?

Cross‑cultural pragmatics is the study of differences in expectations based on cultural schemata, whereas interlanguage pragmatics is the study of different cultural ways of speaking.

7. Present some features of a well-formed text!

For example, a well-formed text is a text with clear, mostly explicit connections between sentences and paragraphs, which comprises not only the correct use of conjunctions, but also other cohesive means, such as reference, repetitions, substitution and ellipsis. A well-formed text should also be coherent which is more connected with the semantic and logical relationships between its individual parts, such as the appropriate use of synonyms, hyperonyms, co-hyponums.

8. What do you know about coherence from the viewpoint of pragmatics?

For language users coherence from the viewpoint of pragmatics means that what is said or written makes sense in terms of their normal experience of things, i.e. in terms of their cultural schemata. The emphasis on familiarity and knowledge as the basis of coherence is necessary because of evidence that we tend to make instant interpretations of familiar material and tend not to see possible alternatives, as with the following example which we tend to answer without noticing an incorrect name in it:

Example:

How many animals of each type did Moses take on the Ark?

9. Are our cultural schemata determined in any way?

Our cultural schemata, i.e. our pre-existing background knowledge structures, for making sense of the world are culturally determined because we develop them in the contexts of our daily basic experiences in a society or culture in which we live. Our ability to arrive automatically at interpretations of the unwritten and the unsaid is based on our cultural schemata and, moreover, they function like familiar patterns from previous experience that we use to interpret new experiences.

10. When restricted to linguistic issues, what does discourse analysis focus on?

When it is restricted to linguistic issues, discourse analysis focuses on the spoken or written record of the process by which language is used in some context to express intention.

