
have lost their driving privileges if they did not attend this type of course. Please note that the
National Safely Council conducts separate classes for people receiving citations for DWI/DUI.
There are also separate classes for people who have one or two less severe citations and need to
take a class simply to prevent any insurance premium increases. Approximately 50% of attendees
were willing to complete the questionnaires, with a total sample of 48 individuals. Most of the
respondents were male (80%, N ¼ 38), 65% were white, 21% were black, 8% were Hispanic, and
the rest were of Asiatic ancestry or did not respond to this question. The mean age of this sample
was 33.8, with ages ranging from 18 to 59 years.

Approximately 40% of the sample reported earning an annual income of $25,000 or less, with
23% reporting income between $25,001 and $35,000, 16% reporting income between $35,001 and
$45,000, with the rest reporting income greater than $45,001. Slightly over one-third (39%) of the
respondents in this sample reported attending college, or attaining a college degree.

Sample two, hereafter referred to as the student sample, was composed of students in several
undergraduate psychology classes at a large southeastern university. Participation was voluntary;
however respondents received extra credit points toward their psychology courses. There were 104
respondents in this sample. Eleven respondents in this sample, however, reported having had their
licenses revoked or suspended. Survey data from these participants were excluded from further
analysis, yielding an effective sample of 93 respondents. Please note that these 11 respondents were
dropped due to our inability to ascertain whether license revocation or suspension was due to
DWI/DUI citations or to the broader range of citations including aggressive driving behaviors.

A majority of the respondents were white (71%), with people of Hispanic ancestry representing
12% or respondents. People of color represented five percent, with people of Asiatic ancestry
representing two percent. Three percent listed other or did not respond to this item. This sample
had a majority of males (57%, with N ¼ 53, females, N ¼ 39, and one respondent who did not
report gender). Approximately two-thirds (64%) were 25 years of age or less, with a mean age of
28.2 and with ages ranging from 18 to 62. Approximately three-fourths of the sample (76%)
reported earning an annual income of $25,000 or less. All members of this sample reported
having attended college or graduating from college. Data were not available regarding whether
the participants drove regularly, or regarding their driving habits. Based on the age distribution
and the fact that the participants were licensed drivers and attended a commuter-oriented uni-
versity located in a large urban area, it was assumed that driving was universal among the
respondents. Comparison of the demographic characteristics of the disparate samples can be
found in Table 1.

Table 1

Demographic characteristics of respondents in two samples

Sample 1 (violators) Sample 2 (students)

Gender M ¼ 38, F ¼ 10 M ¼ 53, F ¼ 39 (1 NR)

Race/ethnicity 66% white 71% white

Age Mean ¼ 33.8 Mean ¼ 28.2

Education 39% attended some college 100% attended some college

Personal income 64% between $25,000 and $45,000 76%<$25,000

Note: N ¼ 48 for violators, N ¼ 93 for students.
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