
5%), had been arrested. Subjects with a lifetime-
ever diagnosis of schizophrenia or mania/hypoma-
nia were not more likely to have been arrested;
however, prior arrest was significantly greater in
individuals who had ever had alcohol use disor-
ders, and nearly 50% of subjects who had ever had
other psychoactive drug use disorders had been
arrested.

Personality Disorder Scores and Prior Arrest

Prior arrest was associated with scores on sev-
eral personality disorder dimensions (Table 2). The
odds of prior arrest increased with the score on the
adult antisocial dimension (odds ratio [OR] �
1.68), i.e., a 68% increase in odds of arrest per unit
increase in the antisocial score. In addition, the
odds of arrest increased with scores on paranoid,
borderline, and narcissistic dimensions. In contrast,
prior arrest was inversely related to obsessive-
compulsive personality score.

These odds did not change appreciably after
controlling for age, sex, or race (data not shown).

Controlling for alcohol/drug use disorders did not
substantially change the odds ratios for antisocial
score (OR � 1.35; 95% confidence interval, 1.2 to
1.5, P � .001) or obsessive compulsive score
(OR � 0.84 [0.7 to 0.99], P � .04), but it did
substantially reduce the magnitudes of the associ-
ation for paranoid (OR � 1.08 [0.9 to 1.2], P �
0.30), borderline (OR � 1.09 [0.96 to 1.2], P �
.18), and narcissistic (OR � 1.18 [0.9 to 1.5], P �
0.19) scores.

NEO Personality Dimensions and Prior Arrest

As shown in Table 3, compared to subjects with-
out prior arrest, arrested subjects had significantly
higher mean scores on neuroticism and two neu-
roticism facets, angry hostility and impulsiveness
Arrested subjects also scored higher on excite-
ment-seeking. In addition, arrested subjects scored
lower on agreeableness and several of its facets:
trust, straightforwardness, compliance, and mod-
esty. Arrested subjects also scored low on dutiful-
ness and deliberation. In the nonarrested subjects,
the mean NEO scores all fell within the range (45
to 55) considered “average.” In contrast, in the
arrested subjects, mean scores on several of the
NEO facets were either higher (angry hostility) or
lower (warmth, trust, compliance, and dutifulness)
than the average range.

The odds of prior arrest increased from 4% to
7% per unit increase on neuroticism, angry hostil-
ity, impulsiveness, and excitement-seeking dimen-
sions, and decreased 4% to 5% per unit increase on
agreeableness, trust, straightforwardness, compli-
ance, modesty, dutifulness, and deliberation di-

Table 2. Relationship between DSM-IV Personality

Disorders Dimensions in 1993 to 1999 and Prior Arrest

(1981 to 1993)

Odds Ratio (95% CI) P Value

Paranoid 1.24 (1.1-1.4) .001
Schizoid 1.07 (0.9-1.3) .42
Schizotypal 1.09 (0.98-1.2) .11

Antisocial 1.68 (1.5-1.9) �.001
Borderline 1.39 (1.2-1.6) �.001
Histrionic 1.09 (0.99-1.2) .08
Narcissistic 1.57 (1.2-2.0) �.001

Avoidant 1.04 (0.8-1.3) .73
Dependent 0.87 (0.6-1.3) .45
Obsessive-compulsive 0.84 (0.7-0.98) .03

Abbreviation: CI, confidence interval.

Table 1. Proportion of Subjects With Prior Arrest (1981 to

1993), by Demographic Features and Lifetime Ever

Psychiatric Disorders in 1993 to 1999

Prior Arrest,
N (%)

Test
Statistic P Value

Age at interview (yr)
30-39 (n � 194) 41 (21.1)
40-49 (n � 217) 26 (12.0)
50-59 (n � 86) 9 (10.5)
60-69 (n � 55) 2 (3.6)
70� (n � 59) 1 (1.7) �2 (trend)

� 21.0 �.001
Sex

Female (n � 381) 35 (9.2)
Male (n � 230) 44 (19.1) �2

1 � 12.6 �.001
Race

White (n � 388) 19 (5.2)
Other (n � 210) 27 (12.9) �2

1 � 10.8 �.001
Schizophrenia

No (n � 602) 78 (13.0)
Yes (n � 9) 1 (11.1) �2

1 � 0.03 .87
Major depression

No (n � 468) 56 (12.0)
Yes (n � 138) 22 (15.9) �2

1 � 1.5 .22
Mania or hypomania

No (n � 582) 74 (12.7)
Yes (n � 20) 4 (20.0) �2

1 � 0.91 .34
Drug use disorders

No (n � 404) 17 (4.2)
Alcohol only (n � 99) 14 (14.1)
Other drugs (n � 102) 48 (47.1) �2

2 � 131.8 �.001
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