Art in Yoruba Religion

Artistic Objects & Forms of expression in the context of
the cult of the orisa

Depictions of the Orisha, Dance
ds, Fans, Calabashes and

ming, Dancing, Oriki,
hat last for several days.




Osun

Cult of Osun in Oshogbo

« Water is carried in Brass-
Containers from the River to
1€ shrine of the Deity

5 wear bangles of




Rituals: Communication with Orun

. Initiated Media (Women) receive the  oOrisain a
state of possession

. Cult-groups, locally organised; may be inherited,
ay be by a ,call”

Yearly festivals for orisa, different cult- groups

. sacrifice to communicate ase

e are depictions of the orisa, but  more

ts are represented in artwork; their
e otan (stones in calabashes)




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

ja (Yemoo)
0: Onisoro Obalase
esents the Igbo under Obawinni

aded by Onisoro Obalale




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Ojo Oru Day of Invocations
Isule Procession
Dké l1é Vigil

: Visit of the palace
Celebration day




The cult of érisa Obatala
I

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Carved figurine of Obatala
ed figurine of Yemoja
are (male)
(female)
leutenant)




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Ojo Oru : day three- day of invocations

: Sacrifice/Oracles at the shrine

acrifice, Cooking, Dancing

evotees (about Obatala’s fate)

lests In white clothes around the shrine




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Ojo Oru : day three- day of invocations

1. The intenion of O to go to exile

2. Gratitude of O towards Obawinni

The Oo6ni: War betweem Igbo and Ifé
lipox

secrecy

ong: Erfolgsaussichten

he whole crowd joins In:




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Isule: day 4: procession to Ita-Yemoo

sion from Obatala-shrine
of the 201 herbs




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Interpretation of the procession to Ita-Yemoo

lationship to myth of Obatala
lonship to myth of creation
of healing

er to female power




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé
Oké llé: day 5 - Vigil

es of Yemoo & Obatala

tool

rbal medicine

fish, and cola-nuts each

tside the town




The cult of origa Obatala &
-

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Oké llé: day 5 - Vigil

» Dance of the priests in 3 phases:
* With statue of Yemoo

With statue of Obatala
rificing the goat
Il devotees
the Ooni




The cult of orisa Obatala
I

The annual festival for Obatala in Ifé

Itapa: Day 8: Visit of the palace

Integration of the Igbo-group
lon of the Mediums; Purification, gender-role
. Ife-Gruppe




Cult of orisa Sango i
e

* Magba = ,high priest”
legun = Media (special hair-style, special
clothes; when in trance ,wabi” is
rn and the dance-wand
es part of the clothing)
of Magba
, T hunderbolts® = neolothic celts

nce wand of Sango
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Cult of orisa Sango6

Annual festival for Sango

d of October/ Beginning of November
th before the exact date is found out

ocation ceremony & Vigil
ce & Manifestations




Cult of orisa Sango6

Day one

0s calabash is brought to the river in the morning
n: Praise-singing Ceremony

0s priests dance his dance (lanku)

the moment of sacrifice:




Cult of orisa Sango6

Day 210 6

ossession
of Sangos power




Cult of orisa Sango6

Day 7

Ing at the market or the palace
worshippers of Esu and Obatala
the Myth of Obatala, Sangoé & Esu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

Odu

e name of the wife of Oranmila

of one of the 256 ,chapters”

has a couple of ,verses” (Numbers given
symbolic)

abalawo has to know 4 ,verses” for




Communication with Orun

ivination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu
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Divination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu
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Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle
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Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

The 16 main Odu

Okanran
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ivination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle
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Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

The 16 main Odu




Communication with Orun

ivination: Ifa-Oracle

The 16 main Odu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu

Oturupon
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ivination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu
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ivination: Ifa-Oracle

The 16 main Odu




Communication with Orun
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Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

The 16 main Odu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu

1111 INinIn N Niniy
Ogbe Oyeku lwori Edi

INInn | 111 IRININ
Owonrin Obara Okanran

lka Oturupon

IR IR
Ofun




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu
Their order in Ifé

Ogbe Oyeku lwori Edi
(T >

11111 IRIRIR 11111 ININN
Obara Okanran Irosun Owonrin

NN
Osa

NI | 111 |
Irete Otura

/

Ose

| 11
Ofun




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The 16 main Odu

1. Ogbe Irosun 5. Obara
Owonrin 6. Okanran
Obara /. lrosun
. Okanran 8. Owonrin
. lka 11. Irete
. Oturupon 12. Otura
. Otura 13. Oturupon
4. |ka




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

The Odu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The Odu




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The Odu

owonrin




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The Odu

Owonrin Ogbe-Ofun




Kommunikation mit Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The Odu

lwori Meji  Edi Meji
Eji Iwori Eji Edi




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle The Odu

* The ,Megji“-Figures: Sons of Ifa-Orunmila
» Ogbe-Meji is Father of Ogbe-Oyeku a.s.o.
he Meji-Figuren were living on earth (like the

ed at as divine beings (Orisa)
ntral figures within the Ifa-verses




Communication with Orun

Ranking of the Odu

 Important for yes/no-questions
 Two alternatives given:

* First Odu stands for yes

» Second Odu stands for no
Ing is decisive

the same Odu : yes (,confirming®)
U ,close”

nd Odu is cast




Ofun Meji (16/8)

IS ,stronger”




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

Opele (Divination chain)
Ifa (Bag of the babalawo)
Palmnuts)




Communication with Orun

ation: Ifa-Oracle

ivination Chain)

eeds
jolungensis)

middle




Divination:
Ifa-Oracle
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Communication with Orun

Divination:
fa-Oracle




Divination:
Oracle







¢‘i”'% w:gﬁ rsitat

L

|}
gL
b
)
1-l

xs_ p—fN
P T










Divination:
Ifa-Oracle

Opon igede




Divination:
Oracle




1.0ju opon: opposite of the diviner
(,head of the tray”)
2. Ese opon: next to the diviner (,foot of
the tray®)
3. Ona Oganran: the straight path (right)
4. Ona munu: der direct path (left)
5.Alabalotun: the one who plans with the
right hand
3 6. Alaselosi: the one that works with the
eft hand
iletepowo: One who gets up early
success
sayo: One, that has the fly-
iner and is happy
e center of the tray
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Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle
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Iroké-Ifa

Orunmila & the elephant




Communication with Orun

Babalawos are traditionally man

imes daughters/wives of babalawos cast Ifa

From Eji Ogbe:
Irst child, which was female, has
that time on women have




Communication with Orun

The container & the contained

story about Agere & Orunmila

aved Ortnmila by hiding him in her
belly.
a) are stored in the belly of




ommunication with Orun




Communication with Orun
e |
Merindilogun:

16 Cowries

The role of Osun

n opinion: Oranmila has given the
Merindilogun to Osun

-Osa)




Communication with Orun

Merindilogun:
16 Cowries T

le of Osun in creation of the world

m Osétudra (Oshe-Otura)

ended orisa)
Osun
ut does not take part




Communication with Orun

Merindilogun: 16 Cowries

Verse from Osétudra (Oshe-Otura) | 1

When they arrived on earth

hey created a forest for Oro

created a forest for Opa

de a small road leading to Ifé

eople to make okun beads

le to make brass objects

d Osun in anything

person taking care of them




Merindilogun:
16 Cowries

Verse from Osétuura (Oshe-Otura)

ork done by the Orisa unsuccessful
inmila is sent to Olédumare

g Osun for help

when she gets a male child

s the sex of the child

crifice and ritual in Ifa




Communication with Orun

e
Merindilogun:
16 Cowries |

Verse from Okanransode (Okanran-Ogbe)

are throws ,bag of wisdom® on the earth
it, puts it in the chest-pocket of her garment
Inmila finds it

nt to show the bag to Orinmilé
s a portion of the bag to Osun




Communication with Orun

o
Merindilogun:
16 Cowries

ande Abimbola: Mérindilogun alter als Ifa?

as the first to possess wisdom

un uses the main odu

igures)

nt to show it to Orunmila




Communication with Orun

Divination

Obi abata - oracle with split Kolanuts

ale®, 2 ,male” inner sides
ge: yes/no-questions, 5 figures

usage with respect to the ,sex” (9
tion (16 figures)




Communication with Orun

Divination Obi abata

up (inner side): Alafia

n (outer side) Oyeku
Ejife
Etawa
Okana

Okanran




Communication with Orun

Divination Obi abata

Il up (= 2M/2F):
own (= OM/OF)




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

Use within Rituals of Initiation

e: step into the world
Ing the ,,head” &

~/

M/F




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

e w'aye: step into the




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

ori : knowing the head

father's or mother's side?
e fate
nd bad direction




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

ori : das Ori erkennen

« Stone
* Cowrie
» Snails house
* Bone

* Porcellaine




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

Symbols according to Thompson-Drewal

ng life / untimely death
lity/barreness
er enemies/suppression




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

Symbols according to Bascom

positive negative

long life fight

money need of money
marriage sickness
children death

Victory of loss




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

e = longevity, because the stone does not die
= Wealth (served as money)

rriage because of gifts

n are ,from the bones” of parents
ry: when broken, useless




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

= fight (?)

= Need of money (served as money)
Il = sickness; dirty on the inner side
e skeleton remains

hen broken, not repairable




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle

Ebo & Adimu

egungun
snail: orisa funfun

Ifa
ehead/ori (old man)
back of the head like a pot

, when indicated by




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle Itefa

Day one: Symbolic journey to grove

son: Education

In the grove
to death




Communication with Orun

Divination: Ifa-Oracle Itefa

ay 3 & 7 Divination, Dancing, Singing

days: Invocation of the orisa




