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@8 Adjectives

There are two types of adjectives in Japanese. One type is called “\>-adjectives,” and the
other type “7:-adjectives.

”

Vv and % are their last syllables when they modify nouns.

w-adjectives:
Bd LAWEE an interesting movie
e AL
209, By LAwk@ZR I L, [ saw an interesting movie vesterday.

Z AN A s
2 WkE  a scary teacher

A AN

WLTREEIZHWERETT,  Professor Yamashita is a scary teacher.

I LALAED A

Z:-adjectives:
ENWBFEE g beautiful picture

LeLA

REATENWL 55 % " ¥ L7, I took a beautiful picture in Kyoto.

xp9 2 L«

TR HE  an energetic teacher

1FA X A
WLTREIITLALHRETT,  Professor Yamashila is an energetic teacher.
23 LA Y4, % A E

Japanese adjectives conj_ugate for tense (present and past), polarity (affirmative and
negative), and so forth, just as verbs do. The two types of adjectives follow different
conjugation patterns.

L)-adjectives \»-adjectives change shape as follows. You will want to be very careful
here, because the pattern is rather complicated.

BELAW affirmative negative
present HBELANTT BELALLBDERA
It is interesting. It is not interesting.

past HHELEW-1TT HELZL<BHDFERATLE

1t was interesting. It was not interesting.




Unlike verbs, adjectives conjugate fairly regularly. The only irregularity worth noticing
at this stage is the behavior of the adjective \»\» (good). The first syllable of \ \» is
changed to X in all forms except the dictionary form and the long present tense affirma-
tive form.

LYY (irregular) affirmative negative
present W\\TF FLBOEEA
past LD oTT FLBOEHATULUE

T-adjectives The conjugation pattern of %-adjectives is much more straightforward. It
actually is exactly the same as the conjugation table of ¥ which follows a noun, as
discussed in Lesson 4.’

g_Egb(fI) affirmative negative
present JTRTY TR UP»HDFEHA
Fh = (B4 b oy
She is healthy. She is not healthy.
past TR Ui LRUPBDEBATLE
Fhs s = Fh &
She was healthy.  She was not healthy.

The final syllable % is dropped in these long forms of %:-adjectives.



