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The main topic of this lesson is a new conjugation of verbs called the “te-form.” Te-forms
are a very important part of Japanese grammar. In this lesson, we will learn, among their
various uses, to use them in:

- making requests (“. . ., please.”)

- giving and asking for permission (“You may . . ./May I ...”)

- stating that something is forbidden (“You must not . . ."”)

. forming a sentence that describes two events or activities. (“I did this and did that.”)

The conjugation paradigm of fe-forms is fairly complex, as we need to learn separate

rules for #u-, u-, and irregular verbs. Furthermore, the rule for #-verbs is divided into five
subrules.

First, with ru-verbs, the rule is very simple: Take % off and add <.
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U-verbs come in several groups, based on the final syllable of their dictionary forms.
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1As we discussed in Lesson 3, some verbs that end with the Airagana % are ru-verbs and some others are
u-verbs. The rule of thumb for determining which verb is which is to examine the vowel before the final
% syllable. If the vowel is @, 0, or «, the verb, without any exceptions, is an «#-verb. If the vowel is either
i or e, the verb can be either an u-verb or a ru-verb. Statistically speaking, there are many more
ru-verbs, than u-verbs in the irz and erx camp, but there are many important verbs in the minority,
such as A% (to enter), and % 5 (to return).
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As far as te-forms are concerned, we observe that #-verbs that end with % will have a small -2, ru-verhs
that end with % do not.
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u-verbs with final &3, /3%, and 29&
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u-verbs with final <
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There is an important exception in this class:

1< > f1=2C
u-verbs with final <

k< > KL\T
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u-verbs with final 3
B ED > ELT
[Ge-d =9

The irregular verbs 7% and { %, and compound verbs built with them, conjugate as
follows.

irregular verbs
EE) - LT
<3 > =T

Note that fe-forms and stems (the forms you find before ¥ ¥) are totally different con-
structs in the z-verb camp. A common mistake is to assume that the simple paradigm
provided by the ruz-verbs (£~ and ’&’\.‘:‘ ) covers the u-verbs also, thus coming up
with unwarranted forms such as X %L\’C (see A\\ ¥ ) and X p%:.?f( (see ‘,%A = 1
probably easier, at this stage of learmng, to memorlze each xerb as a set, as in E{—F
% ¥ +—% T, than to apply the conjugation rules on the spot. Refer to the verb con]uga-
tion table at the end of this volume.
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Use a verbal fe-form together with ¢ 72 2\ to make a polite request to another person
, 2"
“please do . . . for me.”
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Please listen to the l(tpe that goes with the lextbook.

TAIEA, %icﬁﬁif’_f(tiﬂ\

Excuse me. Please [m(lz me a little. (= Tell me, I need vour advice.)
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