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himself? Dot for a mortal's anticipating ' what | less might, and a fierceness of disposition beyond
Jupiter — whom * he averreached — was going to | control, a lust made furious, and werized from
say, could the god not know in what ways a man | both sexes.® He violently plundered and laid
was preparing to overrcach him 2 Is it not, then, | waste; he scattered destraction wherever the
clear and manifest that these are puerile and |ferocity of his disposition had led him; he re-
fanciful inventions, by which, while a lively wit | garded not gods nor men, nor did he think any-
s assigned * to Numa, the greatest want of fore- | thing more powerful than himself; he comemned
sight iz imputed to Jupiter? For what shows so | earth, heaven, and the stars.

little foresight as to confess that you have been| 6. Now, when it had been often considered
ensnared by the subtlety of a man's intellect, in the councils of the gods, by what means it
and while you are vexed at being deceived, to  might be possible either to weaken or to curb
give way to the wishes of him who has overcome | his audacity, Liber, the rest hanging back, takes
you, anid to lay aside the means which you had upon himself this task.  With the strongest wine
proposed? For if there was reason and some he drugs a spring much resorted to by Acdestis 2
natural fitness that? expiatory sacrilice for that| where he had been wont to assuage the heat and
which was struck with lightning should have been | burning thirst ** roused ia Aém by sport and hunt-

made with a man's head, I do not see why the
proposal of an onion's was mare by the king ;
but if 1t could be performed with an onion also,
there was a greedy lust for human blood,  And
both parts are made to contradict themselves:
sa that, on the one hand, Numa is shown not to

have wished to know what he did wish : and, on |

the other, Jupiter is shown to have been merci-
less, becanse he said that he wished expiation to
be made with the heads of men, which could
have been done by Numa with an onion’s head.

3- Im Timotheus, who was no mean m}'[h:_u]q_:-
zist, and also in others equally well informed, the
birth of the Great Mother of the gods, and the
origin of her rites, are thus detailed, being de-
rivedd —as he himself writes and sugoests — from
learned books of antiquities, and from Ais o
quarntance with the most secret mysterics : —
Within the confines of Phrygia, he says, there is
a rock of unheard-of wildness in every respect,
the name of which is Agdus, so named by the
natives of that district.  Stones taken from it, as
Themis by her oracle 5 had enjoined, Deucalion
and Pyrrha threw opon the earth, at that time
emptied of men ; from which this Great Mother,
too, as she is called, was fashioned along with
the others, and animated by the deity. Her,
given over ta rest and sleep on the very summit

of the rock, Jupiter assailed with lewdest® de- |

sires.  But when, after long strife, he could not
accomplish what he had proposed to himself, he,
baffled, spent his lust on the stone. "This the
rock received, and with many groanings Acdestis 7

is born in the tenth month, being named from |

his mother rock, In him there had been resist-
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|ing. Hither runs Acdestis to drink when he felt
the need ;'™ he gulps down the draught too
grecdily into his gaping veins. Ovércome by
what he is quite unacconstomed to, he 18 in con-
sequence sent fast asleep.  Liber is near the
snare sk e fad sed ; over his foot he throws
one end of a balter 2 formed of hairs, woven to-
| gether very skilfully ; with the other end he lays
hald of his privy members, When the finmes of
the wine passed off, Acdestis starts up furionsly,
and his foot dragging the noose, by his own
strength he robs himsell of his '3 sex; with the
tearing asunder of fese parts there is an im-
mense flow of blood ; both * are carvied off and
swallowed up by the earth; from them there
sucldenly springs up, covered with fruit, a pome-
granate tree, seeing the beauty of which, with
admiration, Nana,'s daughter of the king or river
Sangarius, gathers and places in her bosom seme
ef the fruif. By this she becomes pregnant ;
her father shuts her up, supposing that she had
been " debauched, and seeks to have her starved
to death ; she is kept alive by the mother of the
gods with apples, and other food,”? g brings
forth a child, but Sangarius *® orders it to be ex-
posed. One Phorbas having found the child,
takes it home,™ brings it up on goats' milk ; and
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as handsome {ellows are so named in
becanae the Phovenns in their own way of 5];:;3,].;.

g call their goats affag, it happencd in conse- |

Lyelia, or
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quience that e Aoy obtained the name Attis |

Him the mother of the gods loved exceedingly,
hecause he was of most surpassing beanty 3 and
Acdestis, whe was his companion, as he grew
up fondling him, and bound & dfn by wicked
compliance with his lust 1n the only way now
pussible, leading him through the wooiled ghl]l?*.
anul |1:|';~..~-.|:|1|:1r:|;,_=I him with the ::.i“i[:.l-l]a ol many wilil
beasts, which the boy Attis at first said boastfully
were won by his own toil and labour.  Afer-
wards, under the influence of wine,
that he is both loved by Aedestis, and honoured
by him with the @fts brought from the forest ;
whence it is unlawful for those polluted Dy orind-
Png wine te enter into his sanctuary, because 1t
discovered his secret.?

7. Then Midas, king of Pessinus, wishing to
withdraw the youth from so disgraceful an inti-
macy, resolves to give him his own daughter in
marriage, and cansed the gafes of #e town to be
closed, that no one of evil omen might disturb
their marriage joys.  But the mother of the gods,
knowing the fate of the youth, and that he would
five among men in safety oxdrso long as he was free
from Ehe tics of marnage, that no disaster might
oceur, enters the closed city, raising its walls with
her head, which began to be crowned with towers
m consequence,  Acdestis, bursting with rage be-
cauze of the boy's heing torn from himself, and
brought to seek a w:ﬂ:_. fills all the guests with
frenzied madness : ' the Phrygians shriek aloud,
panic-stricken at the appearance of the gods ;4
a daughter of adulterons® Gallus cuts off her
breasts ; Attis snatches the pipe borme by him
".'I.'l':liiil wWas "1]._1'.I|I1"' II'II.I'I'I Lk I'-TI._.I"I.-"‘Ir" .,I,.:I'I[I. |'H‘ tUU,
now filled with furwu- passion, raving frantically
and tossed about, throws himsell down av last,
and wnder a ping tree motilates himself, say-
ing, “* Take these” Acdestis; for which you have
stirred up so great and terribly perilons commao-
tions.” 7 With the streaming blood his hife fies ;

but the Great Mother of the gods gathers the |

parts which hacd been cut :]-IT, and throws r:n]'th
on them, having first covered them, and wrapped # |
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them in the garment of the dead. From the
blood which had flowed springs a fower, the
violet, and with? this the tree '™ is girt, Thence
the custom began and arose, whereby you even
now veil and wreath with Howers the sacred
pine.. The virgin who had been the bride, whose
name, a5 Valerius '* the pontifex relates, was Ia,
veils the breast of the lifeless yowsh with soft
wool, sheds tears with Acdestis; and ﬁ|'ﬂ}"5- her-
After her death her blood is changed into
purple violets. The mother of the gods sheds
tears also,’® from which springs an .-1It:|mnd tree,
signifying the bitterness of death.'s  Then s]ll:_'
bears away to her cave the pine tree, beneath
which Attis had nnmanned himself ; and Acdestis
jomning in her wailings, she beats and wounds her
breast, pacingy round the trunk of the tree now
at rest.*  Jupiter is begged by Acdestis that Attis
may be restored to hife: he does not permit it.
What, however, fite allowed.'s he readily grants,
that his body should not decay, that his hairs
should always grow, that the least of his fingers
should live, and should be kept ever in motion ;
content with which favonrs, #frs sard that Acdestis
consecrated the body in Pessinus, and honoured
it with vearly rites and priestly services.™®

8. If some one, despising the deities, and fu-
ricus with a savagely sacrilegious spirit, had sct
himsell to blaspheme your gods, would he dare
to say against them anything more severe than
this tale relates, which yon have reduced to form,
as though ¢ were some wonderful narrative, and
have honoured without ceasing,'? lest the power
of time and the remoteness ' of antiquity should
cause it to be forgotten? For what is there
asserted in it, or what written about the gods,
which, if said with regard to a man brought up
with bad habits and a preity rough traiming,
would not make vou lable to be accused of

Swronging and insulting him, and expose you to

hatred and dislike, accompanied by implacable
resentment? From the stones, you say, which
Deuncalion and Pyreha threw, was produced the
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i3 | e TR g having rested.”  Head-
m;p; :r: ah::uu'r:, e reference might be either to the =5t ffom matioa
after heimng y.-.| vu i the cave, or to the absence of wind there,
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