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Tl ev-Sultan; the remiegd tower, PPN
walls, perhaps little more than the
weighting down of tents of skins, al-
though redimentary mud bricks were
presenlin the form ol balls of ¢lay. The
ares excavated was so hmited and the
trces 30 slight that no plan could be
estnblished

The surfces that made up this4m
of deposit represent the remains of o
succession of shght structunes, huts, or
lenisseeminglysuitable to the necds of
s nomadic orseminomadie growp. But
the creation of this great depth of de-
prorsit indicates that these people were
no longer nomadic, oral least that they
returned 1o Jericho al regular and fre-
quent intervals, perhaps practicing
some form of iranshumance. 11 s a
truly transttional stage of cultune, and
the flint and bone indvstries are clearly
derived from the Eprpalealithic Natu-
fan, Althoughin sguare M1 there isno
preceding Epipaleclithic stage, it is
reasonable 1o presume that the stage
represented is that of Neolithic hun-
ters, of whom evidence was found
imarca E, setthing down to a sedentary
way of life

Froom such slight sheliers, the frst
soled structures are clearly derived.
The octual transitional stapes wene
not found, In sguare M1 they may
even hoave been destroyed, For a thick-
ish deposit contaming frgments of
cluy-ball bricks intervened between
the earher succession of surlaces and
the first zolid struciures, probablv rep-
resenting the leveling over ol o nucleus
mound that had Become oo small
und steep. Above this deposit, the
solid structures appesr abready fully
developed, butl their circular plan,
uwsunlly single roomed, is clearly de-
nved from that of a primitive hut
These circular structures are bl
with sohd walls of plane-conves mud
bricks, often with a hog-backed out-
line. The walls are inclined somewhat
inward and the amount of brick in the
debris of collapse sugprests that the roofs were domed. The mtenors of the
houses were sunk below the level of the courtvard outside, and there were
porches with a downward slope, or steps of stone or wood, projecting into the
room. Rich industries of fint and bone were found in the houses: many axes
und adges, with polished or partially polished cutting edges, pesties. mortars,
hammerstones, and other stone implements, which are clearly derived from
the Lower Natufinn, Limestone dishes and cups represented the only surviv-
ing utensily, The construction of these solid houses marked the esfablishmeni
of a fully sedentary occupation, und the expansion of the communily wis
rapid, Over all the aren occupied by the subsequent Bronee Age (own, and
projecting appreciably bevond it to the north and south, houses of this tvpe
have been identified. The total area covered was almost 10 4

The expansion of the settlement was soon followed by o-step of major
importunce, the construction of & town wall. This is best preserved in trench
| on the western side, where the first of a succession of defensive walls still
stundston height of 5.75m. At thesouth end, s structure that was probably the
sume wall survived to o height of 2.1 m; at the north end, bowever, although
the line could be identified, only one course survived. In each case, the
foundations of the wall cut through the remains of presxisting houses, but
not of 3 long succession, so the enclosing of the site by a delensive wall
followed soon after the growth of the settlement.

On the west side, the first town wall was sssoctaled with a great stone tower
(8.3 m indiameter and preserved 1o a height of 7.75 m) built agninst the inner
side of the wall. The tower was constructed solidly of stone, except in the
center, where o stmircase provided accessio thetopof it from the intenorof the
town. The tower 15 not only & monument 1o remarkable srchiteciural and
constructional schievement, but towerand wall tagether furnishevidence ol a

degree of communal orgenization and a flourshing town Hife wholly unes:
pected at o daie that, as will be seen, must be in the ninth millenniem sce

In all the areas excavited to this fevel, there was a long sucoession of
aructures belonging to thes first Neolithic stage, In the house areas, the
riins of successive houses were buill up on g deposit of up to 6.5 m; In
irench | at the wesltern side of the mound, there was g sequence of four
stages of the town wall, each incorpomting the tower, The sccomnd stope
was assoctated with o rock-cut ditch (%5 mowide and 3,25 m deep). At the
north and south ends of the town {trenches 11 and 110, these later walls lig
Larihier oul, obscured by the Middle Bronze Age reveiment. The carbon-14
datings obtmined for different stages in the deposits of this peniod mnge fron
B30 RCE £+ 20 6935 ROE £ 155 However, the majority suggest o date for
the beginming of the period in the lute ninth millennium,

Imall the aneas excavated, the town of the period seems to hive been fuirdy
closely built up, Initsaresof about 104, there moy hive been two thousand or
so oceupants, A sedentary population of this stee must have been largely
dependent onugriculture. The fivorable conditions provided by the perennia
siream, the warm climate, and fertile lnnd must have led o a very cirly
development in food production. Organized apricultural sctivity almesidy
began in the Proto-Nealithic stage and increased with the growth of the
town. It is also possible to assume that the developimg agriculiore wias ae.
companmed by developmg irngation, for the spring i its natural state could
nol have watered an anes laree enough for the folly grown town, The urban
society, which succeeded i solving s defensive problems, wasable 1o provde
the manpower and the organization needed o create an irrigation system,

This Pre-Pottery Nealithic A culture of Jericho ciame toan abrupt end, the
exact time ol which could not be determined. and was succeeded by n second,
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Pre-Pottery Noolithic B, Between the two there was o period of crosion,  the north and sourth ends (trenches THand 1), the houses ol the period were
iltheugh it is uncertain whether it was cunsed by destruction wrought  truncared by the Middle Bromze .-1@.-u:1.rrnwn1.:u:d|hr:<1|n||:r||r1u-r:m,|nwn
by the newcomers, or w hether tataml cuwscs stch as disease or an inter-  wall must have been Turther out
ference in thewater supply caused itsinhubitiunisto sbandon the site. The Pre- The town of this pertod hud 4 long existence, for the houses were rebuill
Patiery Neolithic B cultune grrived ut Jericho almost fully developed and  many times Usually, the houses were rebuily in approximately the same
differed from its predecessor in ulmost every respect. The most immediately  position and on the sime plam, bul there was tearly abwavs evidence that
ohviouscontras wasthe wrchitecture, The houses were far moneliboratlesnd  the preceding destruction had heen verysevene, and the walls hod o he rebuil
sophisticated. The rooms were comparatively large, rectangulir in plan, and — almost from foor level. The carbon- 14 datings range from 7379 BCE + 102 to
gronped aronnd courtyards. The plin seems to have been stereotyped, with 5845 BCE + 160, Whernsas Pre-Pottery Neobithic A had EVERY appeaninee of
central suites divided by cross walls in which therewere entrnces at eitherend being an indigenous development. this was tot the case with Pre-Pottery
indl in the center, with smaller rooms djoining. Nocomplers house planwas  Neolithic B. The latter arrived a1 Je richo with a fully developed architectur]
meovered, as the size of the houses was such that in o case was an entine  tadition and an indusiry (hat owed nothing to its predecessor on the site,
building within un excavated area. The walls were of elongated handmade  Other related sites haye since been found in the country (for example, Wi
mugd bricks with o herringbone pattern of thumb impressions on the top.  Beidba). In 1961, m Cutal Hilyik, in Anatolia, J. Mellagrt o ited a site
Floors wnd walls were covered with n contimuous cout of highly burmished,  thit must alsg be related to this culfure, The plans of the houses hove the SAme
hard lime mortar Teis presumed from the mectangulbar plan that the roofs wene  rectangular Fivout, the same abundant use i5 made of burnished plaster, the
flat, There was no evidence of upper storigs. There were fiteploces in the  desd ane buried beneath the Hoors of the howses, and there are other similar-
courtyards, whose floors were usually of mud mortar, and there wus oflen  ties. The relsionship, however. is probably indirect. The muterial cultume af
b mnumerable succession of charcoal spreads. the Anatoliin site, with molded plaster decortion and els borte wall paint-
The material equipment wais afso almost completely different from thet of ings. is much more sophisticated than that ot Jericho, and potiery is Foumd,
Pre-Potiery Meolithic A. The Rint indusi ry was distinet and is not derived  although in the Jower levets it is not common. The earliesi period is duted by
from the Natufiun, The bone trdus) rywas very poot, heing confined tosimple  carbon-14 1o shout #7010 BCE, It is very probable that the cultures of the
mmphements such as pins and borers, Polished nxes and ndzes were rare, aud in Anatolian and local sites wre derived from a ecommon ancestor,
fact there were very few heavy done mplements, A very charcteristic ohjen Thus. there were (wo stccessive wnd quite separate Pre-Pottery Mealithic
Wit i trough-shaped quern with the grinding hollow runmmg oul to one edge  cultures at Jerick g and inenchcise the settlement assun 1ed the characterofy
and a flat border around the other thiree sides, This 1¥pe was never found in walled town. OFthe fire indigenousculture, all the stages of development can
Fre-Pottery Neolithic A The types of grinding stone wen: also distine Bowly  be traced on the spor. The secand had evolved elsewhens
and dishes of white limestone, some of then very well made, became very Like Pre-Pottery Meolithic A, ity Suceessor, Pre-Pottery Meolithic B, came
Commion, toan abruptend. Inall the areas excavated, the buildings and surfuces of the
Two striscru res were found that probablyserved religious purposes. Inope.  period arecroded on an angle sloping down to the exterior of the town, often
itresam hind been cut off from partof the usval suite of rooms., In jts end wall verysieeply, The terracewalls, which werean essentinl part of the layvout on the
wats & sl miche with o rough sione pedestal atits base. In the debrisnearby  slopes of the mound, had collapsed in whole orin part, and the il and Foors
w5 a carelully trimmed stone pillar, which must be mierpreted as a4 epre-  behind them had been washed out, often 1o a depth of several layers. Tt i
sentution of a deity. The plan of the other striciuns Wits unique—a large  impossible (o csiimate the kength of the period of abandonment thai pro-
eentral room with a burnished plaster floor, ut esch end of which were an-  duced thiserosion. Onee anearthquake or violent mins had made bresches in
mexes with curvilineir walls, A the centerof the large room was a rectangulur e termoe walls, the washoui process could have proceeded rpridly if there

plastered basin. Tt & likely that this strueture had & ceremonial use Wits & series of heavy ring, but Ic.aﬁ'l.'iulunl-.'-.-J]d:llln;t'-nﬁ_'_-ffli hive showed down
The most remarkable evidence bearing on religious proctices was the dis-  the Crasion over a long period
covery of ten human skulls with featums restored in plaster. sometimes with g The evidence for the next penod of oocupution appeirs in the form of pits

high degree of skill and sriisic power. Flesh-colored tinting, eves intiid with et into this eroded sutface, These
shells, and deficately modeled ears, nivse, und evebrows combined to make the  abour 3 macross, andin one instance as deep as<m, were first interpreted as
beads extriordinarily lifelike, These Plastered skulls were most likely asso.  guarry pitssunk b ovbsain misterial for hrickmaking, [1w

assugpested that the
ciated with o cult of ancesior worship. The normol prctice was 1o bury the chamctensic fill of angulir Sones represented material sieved oul in the

dead beneath the Roors ol the houses, und many ol the bodies had the ernim brickmaking process. Subsequently, however, it becime clear that the pits
femaved, presumahly to ensure thit the wisdom of the individusl was pre-  contained a series of Noors and ocoupation levels, including, m one case, o
served [or the benefit of the descendints The skulls were found in theee well-constructed oven: it was also observed that the stones originied from
groups, two close together, but the tenth skufl ciame from g house some  walls revetting the cdges of the piis, It is therefome clear that ihese wens
distance awiy, =0 the practice must have been followed by & number of se- Gecupation puts, or the emplacements of senusubtermanean huis Closely
parate fumilies similur phenomen, including the angular stones, wene observed & Tell
The Pre-Pottery Neolithic B setilement seems originally ta hive been el-Farah {Narth) in the levels thm preceded the Barlv Bronse Age siruc-
undefended, Tor the earliest town wall found wits luter than o long serics  tures. The use of subtermnean dwellings may also be compared with 1hose
of house levels. Like the Pre-Pottery Neolithic A wall, it was built of rough  ofthe Chaleolithic period, with aculiwre nllied o the Crhassitlinn, at Tel Be'er
stones, some of them very lirpe, 1t was triced only om the west side of the sire Matur and Tel Be'er Safad near Beersheba {g.v.}
(tnench 1), where [t overlay the ear her wall, adthouglyitwas separted From it by The lirst pottery appears in Lhese pilsat Jericho, Analysisofit suggests{ hat
wcansiderable depth ol Gl Iis probablecontinuation wis found ingrea M. At twodifferent and successive Eraups ire represented, called Pottery Neolithic

pits, which often were s deep as 2 m and
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Aand Poltery Neolithic B. The A pottery, consisting of vessels deconited with
burnished chevion patterns in red, and alse of extremely edirse. Sr-tei-
pered vessels, corresponds with that ascribed 1o strtum 1% by Garstung. The
B pottery, consisting of jars with baw rims, jurs amd bowls with herringhone
decorition, and vessels with o mat red ship, corresponds with thit aseribed 1o
stratim VI The lformer was believed 1o appear 25 an indipenous devel-
opmenl out of the Pre-Pottery Meolithic. A reexamination of Cinrstang’s
trench and fresh evidence from other purts of the mound, however, make
it quite chesir that this is not so. liwasa conclesion arrived it only because the
pits containing the pottery were nol observed., und it was believed that the
pattery belonged Lo the latest plastered-floor houses instead of heing intru-
sive, With the appeamnce of powery there wat s change in the flint indus ry,
most noticeably the use of coarse, instead of fine, denticulstion for the sickle
blades. By far, the greatest amount of finds from (e penod cime from the
pits, Above the pits, however, ther were some scanty remains of buildings.
Too little was found to establish any house plass, but their charsteristic
Feature was the round and the plano-convex bricks, not found a1 uny oiher
period, The relation of the two types of pottery 1o the snecissi e sliires i ol
vel clear,

Scuttered examples of the chumeteristic Neolithic A pottery have been
found st o number of local sites—Lachish, Megiddo, and Telulivot Ha-
tash—but usually only in mixed proups found ut the lowest fevels, with
a range from the Meolithie 1o the Eirly Bronze Ape. Such finds indicate
that the peaple who used this pottery were fairly widespread in the country
al this tme, but tell Fode abowt them,

Ohjects comparable with the fnds of Pottery Neofithie B are found overa
wide wrea Pottery and fints, particulirly the former, can be closely parllebed
at Shacar ha-Giolionon the Yarmuk River, Similar pottery is also found in the
Encolithigue A at Byblos, with the additional hink of incsed pehhblies, so
common it Sha'er ha-Golian. 1L would appear, therefore, that this element
in the Pottery Meolithic of Jericho had Syrian or at least northeastern con-
nections. However, this period in the life of the site is af present mther ohseure

Betwien the Pottery Neolithic and the next stuge at Jericho thereis anothor
gup, perhaps covering the period of the Ghassulian culture. The ap is
indicited by the usual erosion stage and by a complete break in the arii-
facts. particokerly the pottery
THE EARLY BRONZE AGE. Towurd the end of the fourth millennium. u
campletely new people arrived in the countey, 1 is probable that some of the
earliest evidenee of theirarrival isto be found at Jericho. Both groups of Pre-
Pottery Neolithic people buried their dead beneath the floors of the houses,
There is no evidence for how the Potiery Neolithic people buried theirs. The
neweimers, for the first time, buried in tock-cul tombs, o practice thait was ta
become standard at least until the Roman period, They brought with them
potlery in simple forms. —bapg-shaped juglets und round-hased bowls. These
vessels hiad been found in earlier excavations—at Ai, Tell el-Farah (MNorth},
and Megiddo—together with vessels more elahorte in form or decomtion.
The Jericha tombs showed that sech combinations represented o fnter stape
because al Jericho the components could be shown as sepithile entitics. The
Tericho evidence sugpested that the newcomers could be divided into A, B,
wnd C groups, The A group, with the bag-shaped juglets and the roumd-bsed
buwls, was the first to arrive at Jericho. Upon this group the B group su-
pervened, which decorted vessels in clabomte patterns of growped fines.
Elsewhere, at Tell el-Farah (North) and Megidde, for instance, the A Eroup
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wias mingled with a C group not found al Jericho, with vessels chamoter-
isticitlly gray burnished and konown as Esdrelon ware.

These combinations and permutations sugZest IMImERnt grou s arving
successively and mixing differently in the variows sreas. Nowhens is there
evidence that they were responsible for true wrban development, for almos
all the evidence concerning them comes from tombs. However, at sites where
there isevidence of them, urban development subsequently took place (unlike
the sites at which the people of the Ghussulian culture are found ). 1t is for this
reason that the classiffication Proto-Urban is suggested

The Proto-Urban phase ut Jericho, with the combination of the A and B
elements, developed into the urban Gvilization of the Ea rly Bronge Age. The
process was clearly o gridual one, and other immigrant groups may have
provided the impetus toward urbanization. From the amalgamation of ins
Muences emerged aculture responsible for the walled towrs that at Jericho, 18
elsewhere, ane the country’s charcteristic feature for the greater part of he
third millennium BCE. Jedcho at this stage had grown into o sleep-sided
mound beside the spring responsible for its continued existence. Aroumnd
its summil can be inked the line of mud-brick walls by which the Early
Bronwe Age wown was defended, The line is uncertain only on the sug
side, due to the intrusion of the modern road. This line was traced in the
earlier ewarvations. Sections cui scross and into it during the 1952- 1958
excavalions showed that the history of the walls was complex. The section
that was cut completely through the walls on the west provided evidence of
seventeen stages. The walls were completely destroved, by carthiuakes, hy
enemies, or merely through neglect. [tisimpossible (0 estimate a time scale for
the successive events, and it is impossible Lo correlite the suceession ohservd
rnone area with that inanether, for one length of wall might have collopsed o
huve been destroved while other sections remained miact. It was also ime-
possible to relute the detailed history of the defenses with the sirccessive
building stages within the twwn. In the areas in which the inlefor of the
town has been investignted, theee was a sequence of building periods, al-
though not the same number of destructions found in the defenses. The
remains, however, showed o succession of solidly built and spaciows strue-
tures that confirms the impression that this was a period of Tull urban devel-
opment.

A numberof tombs wis found covering the same period. All were burge and
mck cul and contmined numerous burials. The mterpretation of the evidenee
wascamplicated by the fuct that in almost every case erosion had removed the
ool of the chumber and the greater purt of the shaft by which the chamber
presumably was approached. Itis clear, however, that in each tomb Lhere wers
multiple successive burials (shout a hundred skulls were found in one of tie
tombs), Al intervals the tombs were cleared, and in mimy cases most of the
bones were discarded, leaving mainly the skulls and the pottery vessels find
other objects that had accompanied them Many successive burials wen:
therefore made in the tombs, but it is not known whether they represenl
fumily vaults covering a long period, or simply the current burial site for
#ll the members of the community,

The end of Early Bronze Ape Jenicho was sudden. A final stage of the lown
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Remaing of a chaie and iy revonsivuciion, from
an MH ITE romb,

This final Middle Bronze Age building phase, and several
of the preceding ones, is later than the town wall described
above, and extendsover itstop to the east, where itistruncated
by the modern road and the water installations bevond. It is
reasonably certain. however, that these building phases be-
longed to the aew vpe of delfenses thal appearal Jericho, as at
many other sites in the country-— the Lype in which the wall
stunds on top ol 1 high glacs, The surviving portion ot Jer-
icho comsists of a revetment willut the base (without the external ditch found
al somesites ), an artificial glacis overlying the orginal slope of the mound and
sieepening the slope to an angle of 35 degrees, and the face of the glacis
surfaced with hard lime plaster, On the summit of this glacis was the curtain
wall, ata height of 17 m above theexterior ground level and set hack 26 m from
it. Inside the wall was o besser slope down Lo the interior of the town, Only in
one place. at the northwest corner of the town, did the glacis survive toats full
height, with the foundations of the wall above it Elsewhere, erosion had
removed some 6 moof i and, with them. all treces of the previous Middle
Bronze Agewalls, Those walls are presumed 1o hiove existed bencath the glacis
and can probably be identified beneath its surviving high point,

Three stuges of this glacis can be treced. The final one had a very massive
revetmint wall placed in front ofearlierand lessmassivewalls, This wall can be
traced around nearly two-thirds of the circuit of the mound, swinging oot at
the north end well to the east of the present road. Here, the glacis had left the
crest of the sloping edge of the mound and must have formed a freestanding
rempart on level ground, s it does at some other sites with such defenses—ut
Cratna and Tell el-Yahudiveh, for example

Evidence of the Middle Bronze Age at Jericho was consilerably supple-
mented by that from the tombs. Onee mone there wis the practice of multiple
bunals. additiona! evidence of a break with the preceding period, From the
evidenceof u syccession of forms of pottery and other objects, it is possible (o
extahlish a series covering thewhaole period of the Middle Bronze Age 11 The
normal practice was to provide each burial with food, furniture, and personal
toilet articles. As new burials were made, the skeletal remains and associated
offerings of previous ones were pushed o one side, thus creating 4 heap of
bones and objects in the rear of the chamber. Some property in the Jericho
tombs arrested 1he total decay of the organic material, and objects of wood
and basketry often survived in recogrizable form. In the pushing-aside pro-
cess, many of the larger obpects were broken. However, a number of tombs
were [ound in which groups of simultaneous final burials remained undis-
turbed, Most of these belomged to the latest stage of Middle Bronme Age
Jericho. They are probably evidence of 1 period of high mortality 50 soon
before the final destruction of the town that the tombs were never reused,

From these tombs, therefore, it was possible to obtain evidence of the full
normul equipment in tombs of the period, Almost without exception thers
was a long narrow tabke, uswally found laden with food. The structure of the
table, with twoe legs at one end and one at the other, presumably was designed
taenable it tovstand on an uneven floor. Stools and beds were also found. but
these were rare and only cocurred in tembs of apparently important persons
In other tomibs, the dend person Liv on rish mats, leading (o the conclusion
that beds and stools were lusury articles, Most adults were provided with
baskets contaiming et articles, alabuster vessels, wooden combs, and
boxes with applied bone decomtion. Wooden vessels—(rom huge plutters
tosmall bowls, cups, and bottles—clearly supplemented the pottery vessels.
Im most cases, the dead were buned clothed. The garments were not well
preserved, but textile Frmgments, usoally of a mthercodrse lexiure, wene found
extending ot least to the knees and held in plice by toggle pins on the shoulder,
chest, or at the waisl. Personal ormaments were nol numerows. From the
position of 8 number of wooden combs, it appears that they were worn
in the hair. There were a few beads thal in some cases may have belonged
to neck laces. A considerable numberof scarabs were found, sometimes worn
on finger rings but more olten apparently as pendants. Itis reasonable o
assume that theequipment provided fora dead personina tomb wasthe same

Anthrapoemarphic wessel, from Garstarg 5 excavasions, M8 1

equipment o which he or she was sccustomed in life,

The final Middle Bronze Age buildings 4t Jericho were violently destroye
by fire. Thereafter, the site was abandoned, and the ruins of two buildings o
the lower part of the slope gradually becami covered with nun-washed debrs
The date of the burned buildings would seem 1o be the veryend of the Middt
Bronze Age, and the desiruction may bé ascnbable 1o the disturbunces ths
followed the expansion of the Hyvksos from Egypl in about 1560 mCE,
THE LATE BRONAE AGE. The siie was abandoned durning most of th
seoond hall of the sixteenth century and probably most of the filfteentk
The conclusion formed during the 1930-1936 excavations—that there wa
continuous occupation in this period— was due (o lock of knowledge of th
pottery from the beginning of the Late Bromee Ape. The significance of i
complete absence was not appreciaed

Only wery scanty remains survive ol the town that overlies the layers of mim
washed debris. These include the building described by Garstang s th
middle building, the building he called the palace {alihough there s n
published dating evidence and 1 could be Tron Age), and Tmgments of
floor and wall in the ared excavated from 1952 o 1958 Everything ¢ls
disappeared in subseguent denudation. The small amount of pottery recen
ered sugpests a founeenth-century BCE date. This date i supported by th
evidence from five tombs excavated by Gurstang that were reused in thi
period. It is probable that the site was reoceupied soon alter 1400 BCE an
abandoned in the second half of the fouresnth century. The pottery onth
mound snd in the tombsiscertamly hiter than 1400 10 | 380 brE. A ciuloulitio
based on biblical evidence led Garstang (o sugpest this date for the destruc
tion of the site. It is probably not as late ds the thirteenth century, which isth
dute supported by other scholirs for theentryol the Ismehtes into the countr
after the Exodus.

Of the defenses of the penod, nothing ot all survives. The double wa
wseribed to the Late Bronze Age in the 19301936 cxcavations is com pose
in part of two successive walls [rom the Early Bronze Age. For most of th
crcuit, onlystumpssurvive. Even of thesewalis and of the Middle Bronze Ag
placisthat buried them, only the part on the slopes.of the monnd was intact. A
the highest preserved point of the mound, the non hwest cormer, the glcis wa
intact, bt of the wall that crowned it, only the bare Foundations were 20l i
position, There is not the slightest tmce of any later wall,

Jericho, therelore, was destroved in the Lite Bronze Ape 11 It s ver
possible that this destruction 15 truly remembered in the Book of Josho:
althouph archaeology cannet provide thie prool. The subsequent break
occupation that is proved by achaeology s, however, 0 sccord with th
biblical story, There was o pernod of abindoniment, during which erosio
remioved most of the remains of the Late Bronee Age town and much of th
carlieroncs. Rainwater pulleys that cut deeply into the underlying levels hay
been Found.

THE TRON AGE AND PERSIAN PERIOD, According to the biblcal a
count, Hiel the Bethelite was responsi ble for the first recccupation of Jerich
in the time of Ahib (early ninth century BCE), Mo tmee of an Tron Ag
oreupsion as early us this has so far heen observed, but it may have bee
# small-seale affair. In the seventh century BCE, however, There was in e
temsive occupation of the ancient site, Evidenco of this does not survive onth
summit of the mound but is Found as o thick deposit, with several successiy
building bevels, on its Nanks. On the eastern slope, o massive bullding frog
this period wis found, with o tripariite plan common i the Iron Age [L Th
potierysugpests that this stage m the history of the site lusted until the pero
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