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In a norr 'classic essi lv on gender as a categorv of analvsis ir .r  histor.r.Joan

Scott ( 1986) ureed historians to place both gender and idc'olog'r '  squarel 'r '

in the center of their resezrrch, arguing that gender is a primarr ' .  per-

sistent metaphor for the siqnif icat ion and legit imation of relat ior.ts of

po\\ 'er. One renson for the central ib'of gender and sexualin is that t i rer '

ar-e regularl l  referred to in contexts that have nothing direct lr  to do rvith

t l ' rern (Godelier i98l).  The pervasiveness of these metaphorical refer-

ences serves to embed certain specif ic meanings of gender relat ions and

sexuali  n'  deep rr ' i  thi  n sociocultu ral real in' .

Scott 's argunrents can be applieci equalh' to archaeologr..  In recetrt

vears. archaeologr. has moved awav from a major preoccr-rpation rvith

reconstrtrct ins past social real i t ies bv accepting the importance of ideol-

ouv-. L,r 'en n)ore recentlr ' ,  f 'eminist perspectives have begtrn to make their

rvav into archaeoloet. brineing an insistence on the central in of get.rder

to archaeolosical rrnderstandings of the past. But studies that erplore the

relat ionship betrr 'een ideolosv and social real in. in expl ici t l r  ger.rdered

terlDs remarn ul lconlrTlOn.

\\ 'e venture into t l le terrai l)  of relat ions benr'een ge ndered ideologr

and social real i tr  in this chapter bv focusing on a part ictr lar lr  fascinating

tirne in ancient \ ' Iesopourmian (pre)historr ' ,  the late fourt l .r  and earh

third mil lenuium, knorr 'n archaeological lr  as the Late Uruk andJen.rdet

Nasr periods. I t  r . 'as a t ir .ne of profound changes in economic. pol i t ical,

and soc ia l  sp l ie res ,  n 'h ich  s t r re l r 'had  marked impact -s  bo th  o t - t  ger rdered

social real i t l  ancl ideolosr '  (Bcrnbeck 1995). \ \ 'e begin br clari fving rthat

we meAn bv the tcrm ideologr.
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ldeofogy

Ideologl nleans dif ferent things to dif ferent people. \ \ 'e use rhe rerm
here in a ] larxist sense to refer to the portraval of the pirrt icular interests
irnd values of certain social groups as i f  thev n,ere the interests of everr.
one in a socien (\ Iarx and Engels 1939). Ideologl stnlcr lrres sr.srems of
bel iefs, knouledge. and values so that thev legit imize a part icul:rr ser of
interests (cf ' .  PaLrketat and Emerson 1991:920). The rr 'avs that ideologl
does this are rrran\.and varied. Ideologv mav mask. natural ize, or f launt a
part icular vicrr 'of the rvorld. Susan Kus (1982) has dist ingtr isl .red rn.o
broad categories of ideologies in terms clf  the rvav thev re late the roci:r l  to
thc natural rr 'or ld. Some ideologies confcrLrnd the social n' i th the nartrral
o rder .  c rea t ing  a  semblance o f  soc ia l  rea l i t v  as  iner i tab le  and u l rchar rge-
able becanse i t  is "r-ratural." Other ideologies seek ro decouple the social
u'orld f i '<tnr direct dependence on natl l re and portrav social relat ions
as legit imate products of historical change, innovarion, and creation of '
order.

In recent r.ears i t  has become comnlon to argue that not al l  groups in a
socien share a sinsle, dominant ideologr'  (Abercrornbie et al.  1980).
\ \-hi le there is elerv reason to accept the notion that ir  donrinant ideologr
rarelv ful lv contlols a//  ideological prodtrct ion in a societr,  rve conrend
that major elements of a dominant ideologl do clominate.r ldeologr in
the sense rve i i re using i t  is based upon rhe idea that people accepr at least
the nrajor elemenLs of a (dominant) ide ologl even i f ' thev themselves clo
not belong t<.r the dorninant groups ancl even though. on an "objective"

level, their acceptance of such an ideolclgv rvorks irgainst their ou'n inter-
esrs. Ideologl convinces people that i t  is ult imatelv in rheir best interests
to complr ' .  Incleed. the porver of ideologl '  is that i t  w<trks br- consensus
ra ther  than coerc ion  (Ha l l  1986:  l4 -  l5 ) .  The no t ion  o f  a  dominan r  ideo l -
oq'r 'does not, horr 'ever, inrplv sonlethins dclne consciotrslr br.a donrinant
group to srr l>ordinate groups. Ideologv is an ef}-ect ive and necded nre:rns
o f  p ronro t ins  cohes io r r  an lo l lg  donr inant  g roups  ( , \be lc ' ronrb ie  e t  a l .
i  980; Hall  198tr: I  - l  t  .

Social Reatity: Mesopotamia in the
Late Uruk and Jemdet Nasr Periods

I r rvcs t iqu t i r ig  i c leo log l  neccss i ta tes  sorne  knor r ' le< lge  o f  " ; rc t ru i l "  soc ia l
tc la t ions .  In  o t l ie l  r r 'o rds .  a  c l i t i<1uc  o f  idco logv  is  on lv  po is i l t le  l r r  c<rm-

l t r r l i r t r l  . t r t  i r i co log ica l  v ic l  o f  the  r r 'o r ld  r r ' i th  the  r r l rd t ' r ' l r ing  cor r r l i r i6ns
r> t  soe io t -co t to r r r i c  l i {e .  Sr rc } r  a  cornpur is r - ,n  c loes  no t  i r -np l i  the  ab i l i t r  o f
: in  o t rser |c l  'a rn lvs t  t ( )  uncover  "ob icc t i | c "  s< ic io r -cononr ic  r -c l i t t ions .
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Rather' .  a <'r i t iqrrc. rvi th i ts rrnderh' ing eln:rncipatot 'r  golr ls ( l- labermas

1971: :11)8) .  a l lo r r ' s  t rs  to  d iscer t r  ma jor  d isc r -epat rc ies  be t *ecn  ar r  ide t ) los i -

cal splrere arici  social cor-rci i t ions.

\\ ' t '  f i rst l ) l 'cscl l t  a brief svnopsis of '  the [-ate Urtrk and .Jt 'rr .rclet Nasr'

pur- iods Lc. 3l l{)0-2!J00 s.r; .e.) i t t  \ lesopotanria. \ \ 'e thetr ex:rt tr i t le sol l le

possibi l i t ics f irr  engendering this picttrre. befcrre trtr t l i l tg to a cotlsidet '-

a t ion  r . r f  idco log l .

Although scholars are far f i -om agr.eeir lg ol l  the precise tratrtre ol the

poli t ical,  eccinontic, ar-rd social chanses that tottk place aroLlr ld the turn

9f t |e thirf l  mil lennium. few rvor.r ld denv their mastr i t trde (-\clanrs 1981;

\ issctr 1988). A trend torvirrd urbanizatiotr that l .r i rd roots cel l t t l r ies ear-

l ier took ()n ne\\ '  dirnensions at this t inre. with massive nloverrlents of

populat ion ancl the dramatic grorvth of the cin of Urt ik. rr 'hicl .r  reached a

size of more than 200 hectares (and hotrsed perhaps as nlal l \ '  as 40,000

people ).  The Late Llruk period sa\{ a geographical lv u' idespread adop-

t iolt  or emulation of southern N{esopotamian st\ les of art i facts and archi-

tecture in parts of northern N{esopotarnia and rvestern Iran. t l -rought br '

some scholars to represent colonization or " informal empire" (Algaze

1 9 9 3 ) .
The broad similarit ies in material culture throughout the region broke

dorr'n substantiallv in the Jemdet Nasr period rvhen localized stvles re-

appeared. A varietr- of administrative and bureaucratic developments

characterize the Late Uruk period. most notablv the u'idespread adoP

tion of crl inder seals and the invention of rvrit ing. Other eridence poinLs

to escalating conflict, involving militarv engagements and the taking of

priscrners. Bv this time there appeared stratif ied societies throughout

\Iesopotamia in rr 'hich social, polit ical, and economic inequalit ies \{ere

considerable.
.\nalvses of the l imited available eridence pertinent to the organiza-

tion of prodr.rction suggest that the donrestic unit corlt inued to be a

prirnarv loctrs of production of mundane goods durirrg the Late Uruk

andJemdet Nasr  per iods (Pol lock 1999). . \ t  t l - re same t ime.  large house-

holds kr-rorvr.r in the scholarh' l i terattrre on \lesopotatnia as oikoi ttere

being established. Oikoi employed large. highlv specialized rtork fbrces

er.rgaged in production processes that rr'ere often subdirided into seg-

rnents. Oikoi became a prominent feature of urban economies bv the

n r i d - t h i rd  n r i l l e r rn ium.
The scholarlv l i terature contains i itt le in the rvav of gendered examina-

tions of these periods (lvith the exceptiort of Zagarell 1986). There are.

horr'er.er, t\\ 'o principal sources that calt be used to begin sttch a project:

rr 'r ittcn texts and pictorial e"' idence.
\\-ritren records in the form of clav tablets from the Late Uruk and

Jemdet \asr periods are collectivelv referred to as "archaic texts." The
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texts are extremelv laconic, haring been used primarilv as adrninistrarive
shorthands rarher  than prose ( \ issen 1988:87-89,  135-38:  \ I ichalorvsk i
1990). It is not e'er-r possible to specifi rvith certaintr.rr.hat lanr.age is in-
volved: signs are ideographic, containing no grammatical parts, and thus
could ha'e been read in anv language. Approxin.ratel '" 85 percer"rt of the
texts are "econonric," dealing lrith the receipt and disbtrrsement of such
things as srain, beer, animals, and their products. Although personal
names are sometimes mentioned, rve have no wav of knorving rvhether
the-v refer to females or males. The remaini.g l5 percent of the texts
consists principall '  of l iss of rvords or phrases, probablr. designed as
scribal aides de rnimoires or training delices.

Nlost of the rexts were found in excavations in the Eanna precinct, the
ritualT'religiotrs and administrati 'e center of rhe citr of urtik. .\ l thoueh
nearh' all rr 'ere recovered from tertiarv contexts, it is assrrmeci that thev
rvere rrritten and r-rsed bv oikoi rr ' i thin the Eanna precinct. In short, t lre
archaic texts offer some insighrs into kinds of goocls producecl ancr con-
trollecl b' major oikoi of the time, but attaching genders to specific ac-
tivit ies is not possible on the basis of the texts alone.

Texts from the mid-third millennium offer much greater detail on
gender-related issues, especiallv rhe gender of people engaged in particLr-
lar activit ies. It is probablv unnecessarv to mention the dangers of .*,.up-
olating from material rvritten fir 'e hundred vears after the fact and assum-
ing that it applies ro the time period under consideration. However,
rvhere orher e'idence suggests specific continuities, it can support the
use of l imited inferences about gendered acti ' i t ies based on later refer-
ences. of particular importance is the connection of rlomen with texti le
manufacture. a strbject rve nill return to later.

\{ore i ' forrnarion concerning gendered activit ies is contained in ri-
sual imagerr'. The Uruk period is the source of the first exrensive bodv of
pictorial material kno$'n from ancient \{esopotamia, much of it in the
form of designs car'ed into c'l inder seals. Seal irnaserr. is preser'ecl
either in the frrrrn of the seal itself or the impressions on clar macle br
ttsing the seals. .\ seal holcler signified his or her authorizrlt ion of a trans-
action b' rhe :rct of sealing, roll ing the seal across a piece of rnoist clar..
clar-sealings rvere used to close doors, prestrmabrv of'st 'r-erooms, ;rs rr 'ell
as a var iet r  of  conta iners.  inc luding ceramic vessels,  baskets.  reed mat
packaees. and bags. Seals rlere also rolled across tablets. sienifring autho-
r lzat ion oL r r ' i tness of  the in forrnat ion conta ined ther-e in.  F inc ls  of  seal -
ings and t rb lets  in  associat io l l  suggest  that  ther  uerc t rscc l  l r r  s imi l i r r
per- rp l t .  or  r r r  s i rn i lar  co l t texts.

seals of  rhe Late Ur 'k  andJerndet  \asr  per ioc ls  c : rn bc p lucecl  inro tu. '
broadh tiefinecl careqrries: rhose r' i th naturalistic desigrrs rhat *.ere fln-
ishecl  r rs ing rngra l inrJ tools  (F ig.  l11. l ,  top) .  ancl  schenr: r t ic .seals n.orkecl
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Figure 13.1. seal irn:rgerv fronr the Late unrk andJemdet \asr pcri .ds. The t 'p
t luc r ' images sh . r ' cu l t i c .  re l ig io t rs  scenes:  the  lbur th .  bound capt i res  bc ing
ki l led: an<l rhe br>ttorn one. a sce nc of dai lr .  l i fe (drau' ing l f ter . \nrict l9l j0 r.
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solely'u' ith mechanical rools such as dril ls (Fig. r3.2. middle). seals and
sealings of these t$'o categories are differentiallr. representecl: most seal
impressions are of the naturalistic seals but fer' actual seals have been
found. rvhereas numerous seals but few impressions of the schematrc
'arietv are knou,n. Hans Nissen (1977) has argued that the .aturalistic
seals, u'hich were usuallv larger and whose modfs exhibit consiclerable
variety and distincri ' 'eness, were used by indi' iduals, whereas the sche-
matic seals, which have quite repetitive motifs that are not alwa].s easilv
distinguishable, rvere used br'"legal persons" on behalf of some institu-
t ion (compare ro Pi t rmann 1994).

Among those seals that ha'e representations of people (and rnan'clo
not), we can distinguish those that seem to represenr culticTreligious
scenes (indicated bv depictions of temples or srrnbols associated rr,ith
speci f ic  dei t ies;  see Fig.  13.1,  top) l  those depict i 'g  p. l i t ica l  acts (e.g. .
k i l l ing bound capt i 'es,  such as in  F ig.  13.r ,  second f rom bor tom);arc l
images of dail '  l i fe (including caring for animals, hunti.g, f ishing. a'cl
texti le manufacrurin€J; see Fig. 13.2, bottom).

The figural images on seals offer important insights i l- lto gendereci ac-
tir it ies. In argtring from pictorial eridence, we make the assumprion that
what and uthoare depicted represent actual actirit ies of particr,iu,. g.,r,,p,
of people in the past. In other rvords, depictions of rr ' 'rnen inrot'cd i.
texti le ma'ufacture are assumed to correspond to a portion of realitr in
which somervomen were engaged at least some of the time in the proclrrc_
rion of texti les. Floar these acti ' i t ies r\ 'ere portrar.ed is more indicatir,e of
rhei r  ideological  conrenr .  as ue r ' i l l  r r r  ro shorr  larer  (c f .  \ larcus lggj ; .
The existence of rnultiple, qualitativehjdifferent la'ers of meaning in pic-
torial images is rvell rec.gnized bv art historians (panof\kv l9c5:2-6-+t;,

\\ho does rvhat in rhe pictorial images?2 portra'ars of people can be di-
t ' ided into four categories: men, women, "pig-tailed figtires,^" and nakecr.
hairless inclir idtrals lacking identif iable sexual featurles (see Fig. 13.3).
The first t\ l 'o categories-nren and r,r 'omen-are clearlr. identif iecl as
such br  pr- imarr  and, ' 'or  secondar '  sex chi r racter is t ics srrch as bcarc ls .
penises.  or  breasts.  \ Ien.  and aa. ,^ in \ \ 'omen,  in 'ar iabl 'occr l r  ( )n nanl -
ra l is t ic  rather  than schcnrat ic  seals.

The p ie- ta i led f is t r resare us i ra l lv ident i f lecras\vomen (( .e l lo1 I ! )g7:  I t j :
[ ' i t t n ran  l ! r 9+ :182 ) .  an  i c l t n t i f i ca t i on  r l r a t  c : i n  be  s r rpp . r - t ec l  b ' t he i r  l r a i r -
: t l lc - .  r r 'h ich is  onh occasional lv  seel l  on rnen in . - , , , , ,a , , ,1r . r , - . , r . \  r rprc-
tentnt ions anr l  is  o{ ' ter r  \ rcn on f igr r r ines thet  ar t ,c l t ,ar .h c le l l ic iec l  r r . i th
l l t 'easts (L.eBlet rn l ! ) r7:  F ies.  l l l ,  5  ancl  l l2  ' l  l :  Harper-et : i l .  l ! ) ! )?:  l ' ies.
! . ]  ar rd : l  l  t .  Other  p iu-ra i lcc l  f igures \ \ ,ear  garments th i r t  covcr .  t l re  nr  f  rcrn
thCtr  shorr ldcrs to knces or  below, a character is t ic  ef  1.ern11's  bt r t  p . , t
t t )e l l 's  drcss (  t r r r t i l  thc la ter  pal t  o f  the th i rd nr i l lenni r r rn ) .  \ lost  seals r r . i th

ll)
lfln
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Figurc 13.2. Seal inragerl from the Late Uruk andJentdet \asr periods. The
uppermost inrage depicts a procession: the other three represertt  scenes of dai lv
life (ch-arr.ing after Amiet 1980).
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(drarving i i f ter Amiet I  980).
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depict ions of pig-tai led f igures are of the schemaric variet_v. The gender
of the naked. hair less individuals is ambiguous; rve wil l  return to this
poirrt  lzrter. Seals portraring then.r are overrr 'helminglv of the nattrral ist ic
varietr'.

Prominent among the images of men are depict ions of an incl ir- idual
rvith a beard and a rol led headdress. rvho is frequentlv dressed in a so-
cal led net skirt  (see Fig. 13.1 ) .  Representations of this man are found on
seals. statuettes, a stela, a knife handle, and so fort l-r ,  f l -oru a p;eograph-
ical lv rr ' idespreacl col le-ct ion of si tes. He engages in a varien' of :rcrs, in-
cl lrding htrnt ing and mastering $. i ld anirnals, overseeing the slar.rslrter of
bound capt ives  (o l  tak ing  par t  l - r imse l f  ;  .  fee  c l ing  donresr ic  an ima ls .  lead-
ine  process ions .  pe l fo rmins  l ibz r t ions  (Schm:rnd t -Besscra t  1993) .  and
s tand ing  be lb re  an  i rnpor tan t  person (see F iu .  l l3 . l ,  top) .  In  manv o f '
these scenes he  is  a lone ( ) r  accornpan ied  br  a  s ing le  ind iv id r ra l  in  t l te
charac ter is t i c  pose o f  an  a t tcndant .  In  the  s ta t r re t tes .  I t c  i s  p ( ) r t raved
s ta t rd ing  i r r  un  r rnusuu l  pose u ' i th  f i s ts  c lenched ag : r ins t  h is  c l res t .

I t i  several scencs. the net-skirteci rnan is shorr 'n bearirrg of l-erir-rgs to or
s tand ing  be fbre  an  ind iv idun l  in  a  pose s t rgges t ing  r i tua l  r r t ten t ion .  The
In()st fantorrs crarnple is on the L-rr.rk vase. r lhicl-r cle picts the net-skirted
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Fieure 13.4. Imagert on the Uruk Vase (drawing aI ier.\miet 1980).

nlan * albeit  onlv part ial lv preserled - at the head oI a procession rr-hose

nrernbers carrr containers f i l led rvith vari t- ir ts fruits of the land (Fig. 13.4).

The focus of cr-r l t ic attention in these scenes is al l-avs fe nrale. \eedless

to sar, her identi tv has been of considerable interest. She has general lv

been interpreted either as the goddess Iuanna - based on the reed bun-

dle s1'mbol of Inanna that is often prese nt - or as lnanna's high priestess.

-\ l thor-rgh her identi t l '  cannot. be resolved with certaintr.  the rr 'eight of

eridence points to her being a goddess. In a number of cases. she tvears

an unustral heacldress; rr 'hi le not the characteriEic horned varietv knorr 'n

from depict ions of deit ies in the later third mil lenniurn. i t  di f fers frorn

anv seen on other f igures. \{oreover'  historical evidence indicates that

the high priest,/  ess rvas of the opposite gender to the deitv he , 'she sened

(\\ ' inter 1987:201 n. 44). I f  a similar practice prevai led in the late fourth

mil lennium, we would not expect Inanna to be served bv a priestess, but

rather bv a priest.
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Table I :1. I  Depict ioq of Figures Seated or Engaged in Repeti t ive Scenes

lvlan in Cendnbss Pig,taibd
Goddess Net Skirt Other l.[en Fiptres l|'onen

Seated pc'rsi t ion
Repeti t i re scene

80oc
70Vc

.\'r,1€. Percenuges are calculated rvith refercnce to the total number of scenes in rrtich sr,rch
f isures ar t 'depicted.

.\part from the depiction of this important female, probablv a €ioddess.
\\ 'onren are almost invariablr represented as pig-tailecl f igtrres. Ther'oc-
cur in scenes markedh different than those just considered: thev are
almost never sho\\ 'n indiriduall l ' ;  in most cases thev are seated; and ther'
occur orrh on seals. In more than half of the scenes in rvhich thev are
portraved, thev are engaged in repetit ive tasks in which two or more
figures perfornr the same actirin' (Table 13.1). The most comnlonlv at-
tested. recosnizable acti\ it ies are those invohing texti le production and
somethil"lg to do rvith vessels (Fig. 13.2). A similar connection betu'een
texti les and vessels can be found among the archaic lexical l ists. The
reason for gror-rping these seeminglv dissimilar things together in one list
renrains unclear. It does, however, seem that vessels in the l ist were irnpor-
tant principall| because of their contents, which included beverages-
especiallr beer-and r.arious kinds of animal fats (Englund and Nissen
I  993 :31  )  .

Portravals of genderless figures share some characteristics of depic-
tions o[ nrales. on the one hand. and pig-tailed Rgures on the other. Ther'
sometimes crccttr alone. usLrallv when shown hunting. Thev are sorne-
t inres depicted seated,  in  rvh ich case thel ' f r -equenth 'engase in act i r i r ics
sin.ri lar to those of pie-tailed figures. Involvement in repetit ive tasks is less
c()nlnlolt than for pig-tailed figr.rres (Table l3.l). Like them, horvt:r 'cr.
gendcrlcss figtrles are often shorr'n cloing something rr' i th lessels (Fig.
13.1.  bor torn) .  but  nearh as of ien are invoh'ed in  animal  tencl i r rq,  hrrnt -
i r rg.  or  l )ur t ic iput ins in  processions (F ie.  13.2,  top) .  [ .ess conrm()n uc-
t i l i t ies depicted inc l r rde agr icu l t r r ra l  tasks,  foocl  preparat ion.  ancl  f i l l inr r
of  : t r r lehotrses:  onl r ' ( )ne scene seenls to be re latec l  t ( )  tc \ t i le  proc l r rc t ion.

' f  
he rnterr r rcr l ia te naturc of  the depict ions of  genr lcr l rss f  igr r rcs l rcr ' -

rn i ts  . r  n t rnrbc l  of  possib le in terpretat ions.  Sclnte n l tv  have represenlcd
fenrales .rntl sonte nrules. bttt this begs the questiort of rvhr thcv rr'ere
distincLri:hed fionr pie-t:ri led fisrrres and clepictions of othcr nrales br
orr r i t t ing thcrr -  d is t inct ive features.  Possibh thev r tere of  d i f f r ' rent  soci l i l
pos i t i<rns t l ran those rvhose eenders are c learh por t raved.  T l re fuct  th : i r
ther  are ntor-c  of ten por t ra led in : rc t i l i t ies in  n 'h ich rnales l r re shoi . r r

307c
3 1 . ?

07c
29Va

I  . (

07c
20Va
0t7.



|  60 Susan Pollock and Reinhard Bernbeck

letrcls sorne support t() their iclcnti{ icat ion irs n)en, as do tht ' i r  bald hcacls.

a l s o  s c c n  o n  s o l n c  c l e p i c t i o n s  o { ' m e n  ( F i g .  l : 3 . { t . . \ n o t h c r  p o s s i b i l i n ' i s
t l ta t  the l  reprcsent  n rern l ;c rs  o { 'a  rh i rd  qenr lc r  ca tegor \ .  ( ) r .  th t 'ge 'nder -

less  f ig r r res  mal  re f 'e r  to  o thcr -soc ia l  i c len t i t ies .  such as  agc  qr ( )L rps .  in
rthich se nde l  is unmarked.

Horr '  do thc depict ions f i t  with other archaeokrsical ancl historical

da ta?  Oiko i  \ \ ' c rc  concerned r l i th  the  s to r r rge .  rccc ip t .  i r r re  r r t , r r r .  a r rd  d is -
t r ib t t t ion  o f  goods  s r rch  as  gra in .  an in ra ls .  i rnd  the i r  p rodr r t : t s :  n rarn  o f the

sanie kirtcls o{ 'gootls seen in the pictoriai inrages. Third-nri l lenr.r iuln texts
indicate that rvomen and cir i ldren l  ere bv f i rr  the most important sources

o{ labor in larse-scale text i le production enterprises (\ \-aeuoldt 1972;

\ laekarva 1980). The pictorial connection of f 'emale f isures rr ' i th tex-
t i le manr.rfacture in the Late Umk andJemdet Nasr seals rnakes i t  l ikelr '
t l rat this connection was alreadr,establ ished bv that t ime (cf.  Zagarel l

1986). Later texts indicate that there n,ere also ar leasr some e/i /e (mortal)

\1'omen, including queens, knorvn to hale run households in t l .reir orvn
names. carr ied on trade, and the l ike. El i te r{omen, horvever, are not
represented pictorial lv in the Late Uruk andJemdet Nasr periods.

In suntntarr ' ,  the imagerv suggests that men and $'omen engaged in
quite dif ferent kinds of act ir i t ies. based on their gender and social posi-
t ion (ancl no doubt ase as \{el l) ,  but both rr.omen's and men's labor was
instrurnental to the pol i t ical econom\'.  \ luch of the evidence ar-ai lable

speaks most directh' to the organization of gendered and class-based
labor u' i thin oikoi:  the extent to n'hich a sin-r i lar organization prevai led in
sr.nal ler domestic units is a question that is bet 'ond the scope of this
chapter.

ldeology in Figural lmagery

An e-xamination of gendered ideolog' must reh' on pictorial evidence
becartse of the absence of indications of gender in contemporarv texts.
Sttidrins ftozl gendered actirit ies \{ere portraved and the relationship
among the people involved mav offer insights into the rr'orkings of gen-
der in ideological constructions in this past socien.

Hierarchical relationships are portraved ir-r some seal scenes in uhich
pig-tailed or genderless fisures are depicted. One figure ma\', for exam-
ple, sit on a special platform or mat rvhile others sit on the ground (Fig.
13.2,  second f rom bot tom) (Col lon 1987:16) .  Hierarchical  re lat ionships
are shon'n rvithin a single gender, rather than across genders. Indeed,
most scenes involving pig-tailed figures and. to a someu'hat lesser extent,
genderless figures portrav onlv a single npe of f igtrre' and hence pe ople
of  a s ingle gender.

Hierarchical relationships are also erident in other kinds of scencs.
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The man in the'net skirt  is inrariablv depicted ki l l ing people or supervis-
ing others doi.g so. \ \ 'e ha'e alread' mentioned t l .re atte'dant rvho fre-
quentlv accompanies the man in the net skirt .  Procession scenes are lecl
bv the man in the net skirt ,  fol lorred br-others bearing offerings. Again,
these repl-esentations tend to be restr icted to a single (human) gender,
in this case male. Let us look more closel,r '  at the mosr graphic of the
procession scenes, the one depicted on the Uruk vase (Fig. l3.a) .

Irene \\ ' i r .r ter (1985:19) has argued persuasi 'elv that narrat ir .e depic-
t ions in earlr ' \ Iesopotamian art are to be understood as beginning at the
bottom and moving to rhe rop. \ \ ' l -ren.n'e examine the Uruk r.ase in this
l ight, we see a clear, di ' ided sequence, u-i th rvater ar rhe borrom, fol lowed
bi plants and domestic animals, t .hen men bearins frt i i ts of the land. ancl
culminating in the man in the net skirt .  The man in the net skirt  is both
fol lou-ed and preceded bl attendantst one of r lhom presents the f irst
offerings to the female rvhom rve har,e argued is probabh the goddess
Inanna.

That this sequence is to be interpreted as a hierarchical arrangement is
suggested bv appeal to orher narrarive pictorial rvorks, the increasing size
of the bands : ls one mo'es up t l .re 'ase, and the clothing and poses of the
individtrals portraved. From the vase, as rvel l  as depict lons of similar f ig-
ures on seals, u.e see that at the top of the hierarchy stood a female, not a
mortal one but a goddess. At the top of the human hierarchr, stands a
male. namelv the man in the net skirt .  Beiow him are other males and
belorr '  thern are animals, plants, and water, in that order. Such a portraval
can be  r rnders tood as  dep ic t ing  h ie rarch ica l  re la t ionsh ips  r ' i th  re fe rence
to a natlrral izing ideologr' .  \ Iortal women are conspicuouslv absent from
this "nattrral" hierarchr' ;  rhev are categorical ly excluded.

This hierarchical partern can be extended using the information from
the Umk\ase in conjr,rncrion rvith seals. Below the man in the netskir-t
are other males, genderless f igures of at least t lvo hierarchical categorics.
and pig-tai led t 'omen, also of nr 'o categories. . \ l though not uncquir ocal.
there is circunrstanrial evidence to support the placernent of the pig-
tai led f ietu'es at the bortom of this hierarchr' .  Thev are porirared in lavs
r h a t  l r r e  r r r ' s t  r l i r s i l r r i l a r  r o  t l r c  r n a n  i n  t h c  l r e t  s k i r i  a r r d  t h e  g , - . , r l r [ c s s :  t l r c r
are rrstral lr  shorr-n sit t ing, in gror.rps, and er-rgaged in repeti t i le act ivir ies;
thev are never shorr 'n in scenes that cr>ntain ctr l t  svmbols. Furthermore.
t i re  sea ls  conta in ing  p ig - ta i led  f igures  are  usua l lv  o f  the  schemat ic  sor t ,
small .  quick to produce, and relat ivelr infrequentlv trsed to st 'al  ancl thr-rs
a t r thor ize  t ransac t ions .

()t irer ialues associ:rted rvith gcnder can be discerned fr.onr the rvav in
rrhich scenes are c()rnp()sed. Recall  that the man in tbe net skirt .  as r.r 'el l  as
some o ther  rna les  and gender lcss  f igures .  a re  shou ' r r  hunt ing .  rnas tc l  ln l r
: tn i r r ra ls ,  and k i l l i ng  peop le .  In raser r . f io rn  bc i th  ear l ie r  and Ia te r  per iods



l62 Susan Pollock and Reinhard Bernbeck

ind ica tcs  tha t  the  svmbol ism o f  mastc r i t rg  u ' i ld  an i rna ls  r ras  r tss t . rc ia t t 'd

r r ' i th  nn len t :ss  and espec ia l l r  r r ' i th  in tpor ta t r t  t r ta les .  \ \ i ' apor rs  a lso  hare  a
' l9 r rg  

I i s tg rv  6 f  ass6c iz r t i61n  rv i th  e l i te  men.  based r rn  p ic to r - ia l  in rages  and

r1 i ( ) r tuarv  assoc ia r ions  ( \ la rc r . rs  199.1 :11 :  Po l lock  1983) .  \ \ ' i th  the  e \ ( 'ep-

t ion  o l  dcp ic t ions  o f 'h r rn t i r . rq  and k i l l i ng  capt ives .  the  sc 'e r tcs  in  l ' h ich  the

nratt i r t  thc nct skirt  is present :r lmost invar- iablr cr.rt t tai t- t  ()n( r ) l-  t t totc rt 'ed

bund lcs ,  thc  s r  n rbo l  t - r f  the  goddess  I  l l a t )  r )a .  Ther  e  i s .  th r . ts .  g r  rod  reason to

runderstand t lre man in the rret skirt  as a srrnbol of 'a porlerl i r l  r t t ler rvirr.rse

d t r t ies  and p( ) \ (e ls  conrb ine  po l i t i ca l  and cu l t i c  le ; rdersh i l r  t l ra t  r r re  a t  the

saDre  t i r I le  assoc ia ted  rv i th  n rascr r l in i t l .

T l re  i lnpor tunce o f  Ina t in?r  and o f ' cu l t i c  scenes  i l t  the  p ic to r ia l  in tager r

in general raises the question o{ 'horv the inrages f i t  into t}re l i rrger picture

of \ Iesopotamian rel igion. The Assr-r iologist Thorki ld Jacobsen (1976)

c la i rned to  be  ab le  to  d isen tang le  the  th reads  o1  f t - l t r r th - rn i l l cnn ium re-

l igiorrs bel iefs fronr later texts. rr{hi le i t  is certainlv appropriate to treat his

rec()nstruction rvith some caution, i t  nonetheless offers corlpel l ing in-

sights into possible underlr ing the mes in \ [esopotamian rel igion.

Earlv characterisr ics of goddesses, according toJacobsen. ir tclr ,rde asso^

ciat ions u' i th f ish, cows, grain, grapes, wine, and storehotlses: al l  products

result ing from the fert i l i tv of the land and a place where thev are stored.

Gods, on the other hand, r.r 'ere associated u' i th rvater (rvhich is seman-

t i ca l l l  connected  to  semen in  Sumer ian  lJacobsen 1976: l l l ] ) .  marsh

plants and animals, bul ls. the moon, sun, nind. thunderstorms, f loods,

the hoe. shepherds, and so forth: powers that produce fert i l i t r  and r ield.

as l 'el l  as porters that cause their destruction. The sexual nre taphor here

is quite clear.

Inanna rvas one of the most prominent goddesses, not least because

of her posit ion as patron goddess of Uruk. As u'e have seen, she is fre-

quenth' represented by her smbol, a reed btrndle, rr 'hich is an indica-

t ion of her connection to community storehouses. In a series of stories

concerning her associat ion lvi th and ult imate marriase to the half-god

Dtrmuzi. who is usualh'said to be a shepherd, she is said to be attracted to

him because of his qrral i t ies as an en'rbodiment of fert i l i t r  and r ield. The

rveciding of Dumuzi and Inanna sl irnbol ized the porver fol procluct ir i tr '

joined to the communitv storehouse and hence captured for the benefi t

of ' the communitr ' .

Conclusion: Gender ldeology and
Social Reali ty in the Fourth Milfennium B.C.E.

The various l ines of eridence we have explored in this cl 'rapter show
the complex relationships benveen ideologr and social realin. The late
fourth-nril lennium world was built to a sisnificant extent ou u'omen: in
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real i tv on \romen's labor and icleological lv on a pou'erf ir l  eoddess r\ 'ho

cot r ld  c la lm the  pr inc ipa l  c i t v  o f  the  t ime as  hers .  Peop le  a t  the  t ime-

as rvel l  as nrodern scholars-might irave been tenrpted to assurne that

r ' 'on)en's po\rer in the human world would correspond to the po\\ 'er of

lnanna in the n'orld of the gods (cf.  \  
'estenholz 

I990). The re is, horvever,

l i t t le indication that this rvas the case.

Instead, nrembers of the rrpper social echelons, who \vere those most

l ikelv to be consumers of pictorial imagery' on seals, stat lres. and the l ike.
\\ 'ere treatecl to representations of women as menial laborers. \ot al l
\ \ 'ornelt  i { ' r ' i . .  rneni l l l  laborers: class dif ferences amor)g \\-onten nr:rv have

been as shalp as ger.rder dif ferences (Sacks 197.1:218). \ Ien rtere shorr 'n

perforni ing variotrs kinds of menial labor, too, br-rt  also attair-r ing the

hishest pol i t ical ancl cult ic posit ions and a varietr of posit ions in be-

!\ \ 'een. ht other rr 'ords. the sarne ideologv that depicted a powerful deitr

ls fe nrale also made clear that the epitome of human po\rer rvas rnale.

Sexuall t laden metaphors connecting women to products that rvere en-

gendered through the rnale power of fert i l izat ion r\ 'ere bel ied br social

real i tv in rrhich \r 'on1en rvere doubtless responsible l i rr  nrajor port ions of

the prodrrct ir-e labor, not least the manufacture of text i les l 'hich rr 'ere

irmong the most cr i t ical commodit ies in the pol i t ic:r l  ec()r loml of \ Ieso-

potanrian states. Huutan labor, both female and male, w'as portraved to

be in service of the deit ies. in part icular Inanna, j trst as the most porr.erful

hurnan frgure, the man in the net skirt ,  is depicted as being in her service.

The ideological rnessage that al l  people must lab()r in sen' ice of rhe

godcless u'as a legit imation for labor in the service of porverful rnen. I t  is

an ideological message that rt  orks to represent a rvorld of huntan making;

as real lv t l ' re result of the acts of the gods and gocldesses. I t  is strrelv no

coincidence that Inanna herself  exhibits an ambigr.rous combination of

gcndered ch:rracterist ics. She is not in an\ 'r tav associated rvith mother-

hood or  rna terna l  charac ter is t i cs  (Ha l lo  1987: .19) ,  bu t  ra ther  i s  p lo tec-
tress of harlots, connected to rain and thunderstorms, and goddess of
ttar as uel l  :rs love.

Ha i  i r rg  a  por re r fu l  godc less  as  pr inc ipa l  de i t r  o f  the  rna io r  c i t r  o f  sor r rh -

t ' rn  \ lesoPotar t t i . t  r r 'as  an  ideo l r>g ica l l v  po ten t  svmbol . . \ t  the  \ lune  t ln te
iha t  p t 'oJ r lc  i r ,  gencml .  and per -haps  \ \ 'on len  in  par t i c r r la r .  r r ' c re  be i r rg
crp lo i tec l  . rs  never  bc fo re .  thc t . r r 'e re  conf l 'o r t ted  w ' i th  in rages  r rh ich  . t t
, i r r c t ' r ' t ' i n l o l c t ' d  t h t ' e r p l o i t e d  p o s i t i o n s  o 1  r l a n t  \ \ ( ) n l e n  b r ' P o l ' t r a v i n g
t l re i l  s r i< : io t ' con , ln ic  pos i t ion  as  na tura l  a r rd  i vh ich  pr 'oposed the t .  l t  l cas t
rrt  tht '  cl ivirrc l t ' rcl .  sotne lenrales u,ere in fact porverful.  I t  rr ' i rs .1 \ \al to
I t 'g i t in ra t t ' t l l c  in t ( ' re \ ts  o f  e l i te  n re t r  bvsuggest ing  tha t  in  f i rc t  bo th  men
. r n d  r r o r r r c t t  l u t d  l r . l t ; t r e  i t t  1 l , t r r e r .

. \ t  the  bcs in r r i r rg  o f  th is  chapter .  r r 'e  s l rgges ted  tha t  ideo log  can \ \ ' ( ) rk
ln  l c r \  d i f le re r r t  r r 'a rs .  In  the  \ lesopotamian c r lsc  r \ 'e  hare  er . tn r incc l .
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ide'krg' reprcsclrted hierarchical relat ions berrr 'een peoplt '  , t  the sanre
gendc l  as  na tura l .  Hor r 'ever .  fo l  the  [ los t  par l .  h ie rarch ica l  re la t ions  Dr -
l r r ' c , r  qe 'd . -s  \ \ ' e re  den ied  b '  the  s in rp ie  expec l i cn  t  r f  a ' . id ins  por r ra 'a l
of rr"ott lctt  atrd nren toge ther. Porrcrftr l  nren crcatecl thc inragt- of a x'orlcl .
l  hich had verv l i r t le place for u'onren ar al l .

Notes
\ \e thank \ l ichel lc \ Iarcr.rs, Henrr ' \ \ ' r ight. and t*o anon\nlous revicxcrs r irr  their
conlrnenLs on this nranuscript,  the part iciprrnts in the F0u|th Cicrrde r and .\rchae-
ologr Conference at \ ' I ichigan State L'niversitr  fol st imtr lat ing papers and drscls-
sion. and .{ l ison Rautman for her encorlntgement throughirrt .  sr, tan }rol lock
rvould also l ike to thank the De partrnenr of  ̂ \nrhropologr.at L'nivt-rsi tv of cal i for-
nia. Santa Barbara, for a lecture inri tat ion that prorided the init ial  st imulus for
rh rs  chapter .

l .  An exarnple mighr be rhe consunerisnr that is an integral part of capital ism.
?. The sample used in this analvsis incl 'des both seals and irnpressioni.  as u.el j

a \  uc(  as iona l  o ther  ob jec ls  tha t  bear  images ( lo r  a  r . ta l  o f  l5 l  i rems t .  T l re  sample
inclLrded.exarnples with one or rnore anthropomclrphic f igure.s and those frag-
nrents of impressions thar were complete e nough so that one could discern whit
rras occurring in the scene. sources of these images included FrankJbrt (1955),
Le  Brun and Va l la r  (1978) ,  Brandes (1979) ,  ̂\m ie t  (1980) ,  S t rommenger  i i9g0) .
crl lo '  (1987). For discussion of seai rhemes, see Pittman (rgg.1). Thi f inar pur>
l icat ion of chogha \{ ish (DeloLrgaz et al.  1996) uas avai lable to us onlv afterthis

:: : i : : l*^.,rmpleted, 
and those images, therclore, could 'or be inclLrded in the
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