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248 . Dallin H. Oaks and Lance B. Wickman

The primary restraint on a Mormon's duty to witness is his or her profound
respect for moral agency-the right of every soul to choose what he or she will
believe and practice. A second restraint is the law, whose observance is a fun-
damental tenet of a Mormon's faith. Hence, missionary work is restrained by
legal requirements or prohibitions. Over the years, this has given LDS mis-
sionaries and their leaders extensive experience with various tensions between
legal regulation and spiritual witness.

The fundamental LDS attitude toward those of other faiths is respect and
love and a desire to share with them a most precious possession. Laner-day
Saints3 do not seek to pull others away from the truth they have but to add to
their knowledge, their happiness, and their peace. The church proclaims that
it is neither Orthodox, Catholic, nor Protestant, but the restored church of

Jesus Christ, bearing a message that was first given to God's spirit children in
a pre-earth existence, which explains the purposes of mortal life, and which
reveals important truths about the eternities to come. So far as they can do so
without violating the law or infringing the moral agency of individuals, Latter-
day Saints feel conscientiously impelled to share their gospel message with
everyone in the world.

T H E  D O C T R I N A L  F O U N D A T I O N

THe ConaMAND To \  / r rNEss

As he neared the end of his earthly ministry the Lord Jesus Christ commanded
his disciples, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations" (Mt 28:79). The Gospel
of Mark reports this as a command to go "into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature," and promises that "[h]e that believeth and is b"p-
tized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned" (Mk 16:15-
16). During one of his appearances to his apostles following his resurrection,

Jesus reaffirmed that they should be "witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth"
(Acts 1:8).

To Laner-day Saints, this Great Commission is obligatory on all Christians.
It imposes a sacred duty to witness "among all nations, kindreds, tongues, and
people" (Doctrine and Covenants L72:1),a for, as the apostle Peter declared,
'God is no respecter of persons" (Acts 70:34).

What was the gospel they were to preach? !7hen Peter and the other apostles
r+ere arrested and brought before the authorities because they had violated the
Jirection not to teach in the name of Jesus, they answered that they "ought to
,rb'ey God rather than men." They explained God's command:

The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a
uee. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we
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The purpose of wirnessing and missionary work by representatives of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Laner-day Saints is to offer all of the children of God
the opportunity to learn the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ as restored in
these latter days and to give all the children of God the privilege of receiving
the ordinances of salvation. By this means the door is opened for all the living
and the dead to receive "eternal life, which gift is the greatest of all the gifts of
God" (Doctrine and Covenants l4J).

For Latter-day Saints, who believe that God has restored vital additional
knowledge and powef to bless the lives of all his children and who believe that
they have a dury to share these treasures with all humankind, the command to
witness is fundamental to all their belief and practice. It is a vital part of what
it means to be a Laner-day Saint. To all who hold these convictions, the d.tty
to witness and to share is a fundamental matter of conscience.

As we shall see, this duty and conviction has characterized Latter-day Saints
from the beginning..It, dictated the behavior of the earliest leaders and con-
verts. It directed missionaries to scores of nations. It invited their converts to
immigrate to join and strengthen the body of the new church on the frontier of
the United States. And it shaped the growth of a nation as the Mormon pio-
neers colonized a substantial portion of the western part of the United States.

As we shall also see, this dury to witness and this conviction of its God-
given importance are still vital to the self-image, faith, and practice of Latter-
day Saints. They are people of faith and people of action. For them, lifelong
participation in missionary work, including serving missions as young people
and as retired couples, and striving to be worthy witnesses through precept
and example throughout their lives, are the natural fruits of loving faith in
action. Latter-day Saints believe and practice the word of the Lord given to
early members of the church, "that the thing which will be of the most worth
unto you will be to declare repentance unto this people, that you may bring
souls unto me, that you may rest with them in the kingdom of my Father"
(Doctrine and Covenants 15:5).

Monn l  AcEr . rcv

Of course, each Christian denomination has its own interpretations of the
gospel of Jesus Christ and its own points of emphasis. For Latter-day Saints, a
point of emphasis that is critical to the way they conduct their missionary
work is the importance of moral agency.

Among the profound questions pondered by all thoughtful people are these:
Where did I come from? Vhy am I here? Where am I going when I die? Left
unanswered, these questions gnaw at the edges of consciousness because they
are fundamental to the nature and purpose of life.

In all ages God has provided answers to life's questions through his proph-
ets. Central to the message of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
is the proclamation that God has called prophets in our time, as God did
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Satan's plan was rejected, and he was cast out of heaven down to earth
where he continues his opposition to the divine principle of moral agency.e

The existence of opposition is a corollary of moral agency. Opposition is
necessary for the children of God cannot grow without exercising their agency
by choosing benveen alternatives. It was so from the foundation of creation, it
was so in the Garden of Eden, and it is so today: Good stands in opposition to
evil, and it is given to men and women to choose befween them. According to
Latter-day revelation, "the Lord God gave unto man that he should act for
himself," which he could not do "save it should be that he was enticed by the
one or the other" (Book of Mormonr 2 Nephi 2:76't. Thus, the Lord's great
plan of happiness is grounded upon this exercise of moral agency in the face of
opposition.

Latter-day Saints believe that Jesus Christ redeemed the children of men
from the effects of Adam's choice in the Garden, the so-called fall of Adam.
Thus redeemed from the effects of Adam's "original sin," all men are assured
of resurrection and immortalirylO and are kept from ultimately returning to
the presence of God only by their own sinful choices.ll The Messiah's atone-
ment for individual sin is conditioned .rpon individual repentance, meaning
the exercise of moral agency in obedience to God's commandments. The Book
of Mormon teaches that the righteous exercise of agency brings jo5 which is

the very purpose of man's existence.lz
The underlying foundation is the grace and atonement of Jesus Christ,l3 and

the operative principle is moral agency-the right to choose in a world where
there is opposition and where alternative choices are available, and then to be

accountable for one's choices. This right of choice is the key to happiness, and it

is essential to salvation. Every person has a God-given right to hear and a right
to choose. Because of the central importance of these rights to the very purpose

of life, no man or government is justified in interfering with them.

A  B R I E F  H I S T O R Y  O F  L D S  M I S S I O N A R Y  W O R K

BecrrururNcs AND Messncr

Missionary work began during the translation of the Book of Mormon in

1829 and intensified after the church was formally organized in April 1830.

Samuel H. Smith, a brother of the Prophet Joseph Smith, traveled through

rowns in upstate New York to acquaint people with the newly published Book

of Mormon. In the fall of 1830 four men were called to go on a mission to the

western frontier. They preached in what is now New York, Ohio, Indiana,

Illinois, Missouri, and Kansas. In the next few years, missionaries were sent to

other American states and to parts of Canada.
The primary message of these missionaries was millennialist Christianiry

deeply rooted in the Bible but generously flavored with the novelty of the new
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(Doctrine and Covenants 42:61. They were not compensated for their labors.
Like the early disciples, they were even commanded to go without purse or
scrip.l8 As with the early disciples, that command was later relaxed,le but LDS
missionaries remain uncompensated.

The method of their preaching was consistent with Bible teachings, ampli-
fied and reaffirmed by modern revelation. The early apostles taught that Chris-
tians should "follow after the things which make for peace" (Rom t4:19).
They should avoid contention, debate, strife, and wrath, and they should com-
municate with others in gentleness and meekness.2o In revelations given spe-
cifically to the restored church by its prophet and applied faithfully by its
missionaries, the Lord reaffirmed these directions: "And let your preaching be
the warning voice, every man to his neighbor, in mildness and in meekness"
(Doctrine and Covenants 38:41). There should be no contention. The gospel
was not to be preached "in wrath nor with strife" (60:14l.In publishing their
glad tidings, the elders should "do it with all humilitv, trusting in me, reviling
not against revilers" (19:30).

The Prophet Joseph Smith gave instructions that imposed limits on mis-
sionaries' teaching children without the conient of the head of the household,
an apparent effort to preserve family harmony and honor the government of
the home.

And first, it becomes an Elder . . . instead of commencing with children, or
those who look up to parents or guardians to influence their minds, thereby
drawing them from their duties, which they rightfully owe these legal guard-
ians, they should commence their labors with parents, or guardians; and
their teachings should be such as are calculated to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts of children to the fathers; and no
influence should be used with children, contrary to the consent of their
parents or guardians. . . . [T]herefore, first teach the parents, and rhen,
with their consent, persuade the children to embrace the Gospel also.2l

In its content the message of the Mormon missionaries was confident but
not confrontational, firm but not negative. Its essence is expressed in parts of
fwo sermons by Brigham Young, one of the church's earliest and most success-
ful missionaries, later the second president of the church.

'When 
I first came into the Church it was a subject of considerable thought

to me why people whom I knew to be as good and moral as they could
be, should have to repent. But I could see afterwards that if they had
nothing else to repent of they could and ought to repent of their false
religions, of their narro% contracted creeds in which they were bound,
of the ordinances of men, and get something better. . . . '\7ell," say the
ministers, "we have lived according to the light we have received." 

'We

sayr are you willing to receive more? If so, here is more for you. So far as
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no better. Their wives and families, too,lay suffering.I7hen the Apostles
reached the crest of a hill a short distance from their homes, both lying in
a wagon, they felt as though they could not endure leaving their families
in so pitiful a condition. At Heber's suggestion, they struggled to their
feet, waved their hats over their heads, and shouted three times, "Hur-
rah, Hurrah, for Israel." Their wives, Mary Ann and Vilate, gained
strength enough to stand and, leaning against the door frame, they cried
out, "Good-bye, God bless you." The two men returned to their wagon
beds with a spirit of joy and satisfaction at seeing their wives standing
instead of lying sick in bed.25

Their preaching was notably successful. After one year, in the spring of
'1,841, 

there were 5,864 members in the British Isles, with a steady stream of
new members flowing across the Atlantic to gather with the Saints in Illinois
and strengthen the new church.26 This flow of emigrants from Europe (first

from England and later from Scandinavia and the continent) to gather with
the Saints in what they calledZion would continue for almost a century.

In the midst of all of the adversities suffereä by the Mormon people and the
difficulties of transportation and communication in the mid-nineteenth cen-
tury, the missionaries of this restored faith were comforted and strengthened
by the promise God had given them:

And the voice of warning shall be unto all people, by the mouths of my
disciples, whom I have chosen in these last days.

And they shall go forth and none shall stay them, for I the Lord have
commanded them (Doctrine and Covenants 1:4-5).

One of the greatest examples of the seriousness with which the early Mor-
mons took their missionary responsibilities is their continuing to send mis-
sionaries even during the demands and disruptions of their western migration.
Only two years after the initial band of pioneers arrived in the valley of the
Great Salt Lake , at a time when the pioneers' grip on survival in that hostile
area was still tenuous and when most Mormons were still on the trail west-
ward or struggling to get resources to make the trip, the church sent out a new
wave of missionaries. At the general conference in the city of the Great Salt
Lake on October 6,1.849, the church called missionaries to go to Scandinavia,
France, Germany, ItalS and the South Pacific.zT Similarly, at a special confer-
ence in August 1852, ninery-eight men were assigned to missions. One of the
church leaders remarked: "The missions we will call for during this confer-
ence, are generallS not to be very long ones; probably from 3 to 7 years will be
as long as any man will be absent from his family."28

The group of missionaries who were called from the pioneer settlements in
that first decade preached the gospel in various countries of Europe, in South
America, South Africa, China,lndia, Australia, Hawaii, New Zealand,and other
islands in the South Pacific. As these missionaries rode or walked eastward along



dreuorssnu Jo srf,aJJa eqr Jo uonenardde lensnun uB pue glrnql raqr Jo slueu
-qsqdruorrp pue qulor8 aqr uodn {ro1r\ l:euorssrru Jo speJ;e lvraua8 aqr tnoqe
uorleorlsrqdos pue firlrlrsuäs lunsnun uB slures ,tep-rarrel sarrr8 sn{l Jo IIV

'r.{rrnql aql olur eruEf, srBaqaroJ {aql
,f(oq pur aJeqa Surpnpur 'drlsacue Jraql Jo snorf,suoJ ,(11ensnun aJB suotuJory
'tlnsar s sV 'sauorsrq puu suorlf,auuor dpuey Surtewtuassrp pue lno Surqrreas
:o; sanbruqral Surraauord pue sprof,ar dpue; Jo uortf,ellor rsetpar8 s.plrorrr
aqr Surlqruasse 'sls!8o1eaue8 pr^e ueeq a^Bq slure5 dep-rape1 'suolrelar dll
-ueJ JO uorl€rnp letuala eql ur Jellaq anbrun rrar{l Jo älueJer{un} ut 'puora5

'rbr:atsod JIaql

Jo serlrrusJ ärll urqlr^\ paleurruessrp dlpnord pue paprof,er Ile/h are sÄep tserlrea
eql uro{ serJeuorssrru uorurory to sruauqsrldtuome pup saor;rJf,Bs ar{l'llnser
e sy 'sradeel-leurno( pue sraltr^rn-{:otsrg lryqlle} uaäq e^eq stulps Äep-raue1

,r'laqrJord rrarp q8norqt uarrr8 suoltula^al tserlJea eqr Jo auo ol ruerpeqo 'ts4g
'sarrolsrg ̂lrrrrEJ PUE

Ipnpr^rpur Suralorrur sacrtre:d ro seurrlJop SC-I lensnun o^\t ol äJnseetu luel
-rodrur ur elqprnqrJup sr stures ,(ep-rauu1 Jo Jor^Bqeq pue 's;alaq snoltuelJs
-uor '8ur>1un{l ärlt uo {Jo&\ Äreuotsstru;o rredur Surnurluof, snotuJoua aql

'L65L ur dlrea raqtuetu qruotl
-llur 0I slr palou Surrreq 'suortrtpard asaqr Jo ppaqe IIe^\ sI l{f,rnl{t aqr ley o5

z{yZyZ.rea{ aqr ur uorllrtu S'tZpue 000zreaÄ eqr uI uolllttu t'0I se.{v\ drqsraq
-ruaur letot SC-I Jo ((elerrrrtsa q8rq,, s.{rsls 'VB6I ul rc'apef,ap qlpa ut tuarrad

0s uEr{l eroru o1 P3lErelatrf,8 sPr{ etPr r.{}/tror8 aqr 0s6I af,uls pue 'luarrad 
6p

päprerxo ser{ lr sapef,ap är.uos uI 'apelap rad luacrad gg rnoqe uetll ssal ueaq
reaäu seq 0gBI af,urs eler ql/v\or8 qornqr aqr rEr{r Patou a^eq sra^resqo

,t{6Ly'I9L'1 sem I066I }o pue aql dg
'VIt'lltl sern drqsrequeu letor eqr'096I Jo pua eqr tE tarel drnruar-11eq V
'59L'tgZpue tEgT'BBI :829't€I :0EI'06 :280'I9 era/r\ 006I q8norqt sapef,eP
Surpaarcns eql Jo pua aqr rp sleior drqsrequrary'6€8'IS: se/r\ Iulot aql (lsal[

eqt or snpoxä paf,roJ pue uorlnrasrad ]o apelap p reUE'0S8I Jo pue aqr rV
'0t8I 

Jo uorsnlf,uof, eql w S9B'9I ot rnar8 Llf,rnqf, el{l'gtgI IIrdV uI sreqtuetu
xrs urou 57,.'{ldroJ8 prder }o (alf,Erlru, uorurow agl,, sP PäqrJf,saP seq '1ret5

ÄaupoA 'lsrSopnos 
SC'J-uou B eler e lE paseerf,ul set{ slules Äep-raue1 ;o

rsrrr{3 snsaf ;o qlrnqJ ar{IJo drqsraquau aqlgtSI uI uonezlue8ro slr aruls
.üede tuaqt

slas lJ 'sltnes ,(ep-:aue1 ;o ,hrruapl aql ol lerueuppunJ sI 'aruuutroyrad pue
'uoneledard 'lertuafod Surpnlf,ul '1eaz I'tvuolssltu teqf Äes ol lutod eql elBls
-Je^o lou säop lJ 'sJaqtuatu str Jo luaulnuurof, pue Suqurqr aql uo uotssardtur
elqrlepur uE pepr^ord osle rI 'sroqtuetu slr Jo sluer ar.{r ol snledwt drq8tut
e are? (Og-OgS 1) qrrnqc eql Jo ,hnruar-;1eg rsrrJ aqr Jo {ro^r Äreuotsstu aql

s'rvoD 'rvNosd:rd oNV HI/!\ouD scIl No rf,vd9\,ll ÄuvNolsslw

'sulslunoyg Äryog
aql ut aoeld SurraqreS aqr roJ papeeq srulgs ra{.{lo passed daql'Ien raauotd aqt

LSZ, c sf uleg Äep-.ra11e'l ,o lslrtl3 snsaf ro q]rnqJ aql



258 .  Dal l in H. Oaks and Lance B. Wickman

work upon them personally. Pride in missionary forebearers and appreciation
for the missionary work that converted their own ancestors provide Laner-
day Saints with a sffong foundation for personal commitments and sacrifices
to continue that missionary tradition.

T H E  N A T U R E  O F  M I S S I O N A R Y  W O R K
I N  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  I E S U S  C H R I S T

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS TODAY

PRosrlyr tNc :  Aru l rvvrrnr low

The Savior's gentle summons to "come and see" (Jn 1:39) provides the lode-
star of formal missionary work in the church. What do you know about the
Mormons? Would you like to know more? Known as the Golden Questions,
these two questions give substance to the slogan first coined some four decades
ago by church president David o. McKay: "Every member a mission ary.,'

In their simpliciry and widespread application, the Golden Questions give
expression to a member's duty to "share the gospel" with everyone-neigh-
bors, coworkers, and even strangers casually encountered in the common-
place affairs of life. Their tenor and openness reveal much about the Mor-
mons' low-key approach to missionary work. In the Latter-day Saint lexicon,
the word proselyting means missionary work, which is simply an invitation.
Mormons eschew any tactic that smacks of coercion, high pressure salesman-
ship, argumentation, or economic incentive.

The Golden Questions offer every invitee an opportuniry to exercise per-
sonal choice to "know more" or to decline the invitation with a graceful exit
from the encounter. They are universally appealing. Neither intimidating nor
confrontational, these questions softly beckon, "come and see."'fhe 

church's "come and see" philosophy is manifest in the conservatively
dressed young men and women who make up the body of the church's full-
time missionary force and who are a familiar presence in many communities
across the earth. A later section will describe the missionary culture from which
these young people come and the policies and practices that govern their mis-
sionary labors.

The church's "come and see" philosophy is also apparent in numerous "visi-
tors' centers" at church points of interest, usually temples or historic sites.
These visitors' centers, such as the world-famous Temple Square in Salt Lake
Ciry Utah, are often "mini-museums" of church history related to the site and
virtually always have displays illustrating essential beliefs of the church. They
are staffed by full-time missionaries, usually retired couples and sister mission-
aries serving from six to eighteen months, who provide guided tours and an-
swer questions in a spirit of warmth and friendliness. Members in the vicinity of
a visitors'center are encouraged to invite their nonmember friends and acquain-
tances to visit the center with them. Those who are interested are encouraged to
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Such are the words of a song learned by every Laner-day Saint child in
Primary the organization for children ages three through eleven. It expresses
the hope of every Mormon boy, and many Mormon girls, to have the oppornr-
nity of serving as a full-time missionary.

This children's song is but one manifestation of the "witnessing culture" in
which Latter-day Saint children are raised. The church's hymnal3s is filled with
missionary-oriented hymns, some of them dating to the earliest days of the
church and many others familiar to all Christians. No fewer than thirry-six
hymns relate to missionary work. Some are directly related to those called to
full-time service, such as "Go, Ye Messengers of Glory":

Go, Ye messengers of glory;
Run ye legates of the skies.
Go and tell the pleasing story
That a glorious angel flies,
Great and mighry
Great and mighty,
Iüith a message from the skies.35

others, such as "I'll Go r7here You 
'Want 

Me to Go," have more general
application:

It may not be on the mountain height or over the stormy sea,
It may not be at the banle front my Lord will have need of me.
But if, by a still, small voice he calls to paths that I do not

know,
I'll answer, dear Lord, with my hand in thine:
I'll go where you want me to go.
I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,
Over mountain, or plain or sea;
I'll say what you want me ro say, dear Lord,
I'll be what you want me to be.37

In every case, these inspiring hymns, sung from childhood, reinforce a spiri-
tual call of conscience for every faithful Latter-day Saint. Their words inspire
Mormons of all ages to carry the gospel message far and near: "Because I have
been given much, I too must give." "Come, all ye sons of God, who have
received the priesthood." "Called to serve him, heavenly King of glory." "The
time is far spent, there is linle remaining." "I7e are sowing, daily sowing,
countless seeds of good and ill." These first lines are but a sampler from the
rich treasury of missionary hymns loved by church members everywhere.

A mission is an experience that most LDS young men and their families
prepare for, literally from the moment of birth. Vhile young women are eli-
gible for missionary service and are very effective as part of the missionary
force if they choose to serve, missionary service is the special province of young
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relations of any kind outside the bonds of marriage) and adherence to the "Word
of Wisdom" (abstinence from tobacco, tea, coffee, alcohol, and drugs). Leaders
of local congregations (usually bishops and their counselors) meer individually
with every young man and woman nryice a year in an interview to encourage
them to maintain standards of righteousness and to assist them in meeting th.
challenges of adolescence. The bishop, who presides over rhe ward, underständs
that his first dury is to help these young people prepare for life, and in the case of
young men, to help them prepare for missionary service.

I7hen a young man nears his nineteenth birthday, the bishop interviews
him as to his worthiness, helps him complete the necessary fot*r, and recom-
mends him to the president of the church for a call as a missionary. Then
begins an anxious period of waiting for the prospective missionary and his
family. The arrival of the long-awaited letter of call for missionary service in
an assigned geographical area is an event that, in many cases, the missionary
has looked forward to literally all his life. Now he will lay aside education and
other plans in order to serve the Lord.

Mature couples who have reached retirement and who are healthy and
financially able are also encouraged to make themselves available for mission-
ary service for periods ranging from six to eighteen months. Besides sharing
the gospel with nonmembers, such couples often render valuable service in
strengthening the church, especially where it is relatively new and the local
leaders are still inexperienced. For them, the sacrifice is somewhat different
from the young missionaries. Retired couples leave behind the comforts of
home and the joy of association with their children and grandchildren. Yet
they do so gladly because missionary service is such a part of being a Laner-
day Saint. Many serve two or more missions.

A missionary call is an experience in which the entire congregation partici-
pates. On a Sunday before departure, a "missionary farewell" is held in the
weekly sacrament service. The missionary and members of his or her family
are invited to participate, praying and delivering brief sermons on appropriate
gospel subjects. And when a missionary rerurns, he or she again speaks in the
sacrament meeting, giving a report of service and sharing spiritual experiences.
These farewells and homecomings do much to foster the missionary culture
that pervades the church in every ward and branch.

Bidding goodbye to family and loved ones, who will not be seen again for
two years, the newly called missionary reports to a Missionary Training Cen-
ter (MTC). Here, he or she will receive instruction in the scriptures, a standard
missionary lesson plan, and the rules of conduct expected of missionaries.
Missionaries assigned to missions where they will speak their native rongue
normally spend three weeks in the MTC. A missionary called to learn a new
language spends nine weeks in the MTC, beginning the difficult task of mas-
tering a new tonguHne that he will come to love as dearly as his own.

It is in the MTC that the new missionary joins his voice with dozens, even
hundreds, of other missionaries in singing that spirited anthem of many Chris-
tians:
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Although functioning independently in their assigned pairs, missionaries

"r. 
."r.fully supervised by the mission president, the presiding officer in the

mission. A mission has specific geographic limits, and each missionary is as-

signed to a specific locai area within it. Each is expected to remain with a

missionary companion within that area at all times. Periodically, on the basis

of inspiraiiorr, ,h, mission president will transfer a missionary to a new locale

and aisign a new companion. Periodic transfers benefit the missionary and the

work. The freedom t; transfer missionaries throughout the mission is vital to

mission operations.
The miision president is a marure church leader and man of experience and

sound judgmeni. He is very carefully selected by the First Presidency and the

eun.,rm of ,n. twelve apostles. Usually he is already proficient in the pre-

dtminant language of the mission. Accompanied by his family, he relocates to

the area of his miision, where he normally presides for a period of three years.

From within his missionary force, the mission president calls other leaders

to assist him in looking after the missionaries. These missionary lÖaders live

and serve in the same locale as the missionaries they supervise. Their greatest

influence is through their own exemplary service, but they also spend consid-

erable time meeting and working with those missionaries under their supervi-

sion. Leadership opportunities are rotated among qualified missionaries in

order to provide experience to as many as possible'

T E n c u t N G  T H s  G o s P E t

The principai responsibil i t ies of missionaries are to teach the restored gospel

of J.sus Ch.rst tothose wishing to hear it, to baptize those desiring baptism,

"rrä 
ro help local church members strengthen new converts in their recently

adopted fulr6. All of these responsibil i t ies depend in the first instance on

finding people to teach. Missionaries locate "investigators" in a number of

ways.l-t.oi members introduce them to family members, friends, and ac-

qurinrurr.es. Where church messages are broadcast on television or radio,

potential investigators often seek out the missionaries directly. Where per-

-itt.d by local law and custom, missionaries "tract" by going door to door;

where tractinf{ is not permitted, the missionaries merely extend an invitation

to learn more to those persons whom they encounter in the normal course of

dai ly l i fe.
'When 

someone expresses interest in learning more, the missionaries meet

with him or her in a series of discussions organized according to a standard

lesson plan. Based upon foundational scriptures, this lesson plan presents ba-

sic docirinal principies in an organized manner designed to assist the sincere

investigator to a fuller understanding of the gospel of Jesus Christ' As Presi-

dent Hinckley recently said, "[\fe are] not argumentative' Ve do not debate'
'We, 

in effect, simply say to others,'Bring allthe good that you have and let us

see if we can add to it."'40
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cHuRcH Acr rv r r rEs  wr rH l r . rc rogNrar ,  MrssroNARy Erpecrs

I7hile the spirit of missionary work is woven into the very fabric of the church,
not every church activity is intended to produce converts. Some have an effect
on missionary work only incidentally and unintentionally. The same spirit of
concern for all people that motivates formal missionary work inspires other
church activities, such as those focusing on temporal welfare and humanitar-
ian services.

W'elfure Program

The church is concerned with the temporal and physical welfare of its mem-
bers as well as their spiritual well-being. Less than a year after the church was
organized in 1830, the Lord revealed to the church through the ProphetJo-
seph Smith that "[T]hou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of tÄy präp-
erties for their support that which thou hast to impart unto rhem, with a cov-
enant and a deed which cannot be broken" (Doctrine and Coven4nts 42:30).
The bishop and his counselors were appointed by the Lord to the particular
stewardship of husbanding the "substance" set aside for the b..refit of the
poor. This concern for the poor and needy of the church has developed into an
extensive commodiry system of "bishop's storehouses" and includes monthly
cash "fast offerings" contributed by church members, both used to assist the
pooL

Every member has ready access to these welfare resources. Bishops autho-
rize distribution of commodities from the storehouses and dispense fast-offer-
ing funds when commodities will not meet a panicular need. Members must
look first for help from their extended families before turning ro rhe church.
Those receiving church assistance are expected to work fo, *iut they receive.
Since assistance is intended to be for limited durarion, bishops and other church
leaders help those assisted to regain the capabiliry to ptouid. for themselves.
Thus, want is alleviated while preserving the digniry of the individual.

Just as welfare is not administered as a dole for members, neither is it used
as an incentive to bring people into the church. Pre-baptismal interviews deter-
mine the willingness of a baptismal candidate to accept the obligations of
membership and filter out any who might be seeking membership fär ulterior
reasons. Rather than being a "meal ticketr" church membership is an oppornr-
nity for service to others. As stated in Latter-day saint scripruie,

[N]oq as ye [baptismal candidates] are desirous to come into the fold of
God, and to be called his people, and are willing to bear one another's
burdens, that they may be light;

Yea, and are willing to mourn with those that mourn; yea, and com-
fort those that stand in need of comfort. . . .

Now I say unro you, if this be the desire of your hearts, what have you
against berng baptized in the name of the Lord? (Book of Mormon,
Mos iah  18 :8-10) .a3
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Ethiopians, virtually entirely through non-LDS channels such as the Interna-
tional Red cross and Red crescent and catholic Relief services.aj

All such humanitarian aid is distributed without strings. The church does
not seek "rice Christians. " Rather, such assistance is given in love to help those
in need without regard to their religious affiliation or interest in Mormonism.

R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  G O V E R N M E N T S

In a lemer dated March l, lg4z, the prophetJoseph Smith responded to a
request from Mr. John'STenrworth, the editor and proprietor of ih. Chicago
Democrat, for a written "sketch of the rise, progress, persecution, ancj faith of
the I atter-day Sain,t.l'o'After giving the requested hiitorical information, rhe
Prophet's response' the "'s7enfworth Lefter," concludes with thirteen short
declarative statements summarizing the central doctrines of the church. These
have since been extracted and canonized in a doctrinal statement known as
the Articles of Faith" Two of these Articles of Faith are directly pertinent in
describing the church's attitude toward governments and ttt.ir rigntful place
in the religious affairs of men.

A  c o v v r r M E N T  r o  o B E y ,  H o N o R ,  n r u o  S u s r A r N  r n e  L n w

The Twelfth Article of Faith states: "We believe in being subject to kings, presi-
dents, rulers and magistrares, in obeying, honoring, *d sustaining ih.-lu*,'
(Articles of Faith, Pearl of Great Price). Evenrs occurring shortl/ after this
declaration illustrate the seriousness of the Latter-day Sainls' .o--ir*ent to
this principle.

The early history of the church was marred by intense persecution. Some of
this was in response to Joseph Smith's claim that he hal seen and conversed
with God the F-ather, his son Jesus Christ, and other heavenly beings. Some 9f
it was spawned by economic and polit icaljealousies in the developiig commu-
nities along the remote western frontier where the church haä its origins.
!(hatever its causes, the effect of the persecution was to force the Mormons ro
move repeatedly. Initially organized in upstate New York, the main body of
the church moved to Kirtland, Ohio, and then in succession toJackson Counry,
Missouri; Daviess and Caldwell Counties, Missouri; Nauvoo, Illi.tois; and ul-
timately to the Great Basin. In each frontier community, law enforcement was
either impotent or in league with those conspiring against the Mormons. Re-
peated appeals to state officials in Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, and even to the
united states government elicited no protection.

Then, in June 1,844, Joseph smith and his brother, Hyrum, were assassi-
nated by a mob while incarcerated in Carthage, I l l inois.ai By Februa ry 1.846
mob persecution around Nauvoo, Il l inois, where most church members were
then congregated, became so intense that the Mormon people were forced to
commence their withdrawal from lllinois. Though it was the dead of winteq
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Latter-day Saints take seriously the Savior's admonition: "Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar'sl and unto God the things which are God's"
(Mt22:21). This philosophy is manifest in the church's missionary program.

Most nations have specific legal requirements governing religion and reli-
gious representatives. !7hile there are many similarities, each country has its
own different requirements. Most require churches to register with the na-
tional government; many also require registration at the regional and/or local
level as a condition of holding meetings, acquiring real property, opening bank
accounts' and engaging in missionary activiry. In some countries foreign reli-
gious representatives may need visas.

The church strives to identify and to comply with all legal requirements. It
approaches every nation through the "front door" (that is, by complying with
legal requirements). It expects its missionaries to abide by the law of the juris-
diction where they are serving and to respect local customs and culture.

G o v E n T M E N T ' s  D u r v  r o  G u A R A N T E E  T H e  R r c H r  r o  w o R s H r p

Larter-day Saints, who believe in "rendering unto Caesar" that which is prop-
erly Caesar's, also believe that governments have a responsibiliry to distin-
guish between "the things which are Caesar's" and "the things which are God's"
and to guarantee religious freedom for the latter.

The church's Eleventh Article of Faith states: "'We claim the privilege of
worshiping Almighry God according to the dictates of our own conscience,
and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship ho*, where, or what
they may" (Articles of Faith, Pearl of Great Price).

In furtherance of the God-given right of moral agency, including the right
to hear and to choose among competing philosophies, doctrines, and religions,
Latter-day Saints believe that governments have a solemn duty to protect and
preserve that agency to every person within the reach of their jurisdictions.
The church's declaration of belief srares:

'We 
believe that no government can exist in peace, except such laws are

framed and held inviolate as will secure to each individual the free exer-
cise of conscience, the right and control of property, and the protection
of l i fe (Doctrine and Covenants 1,34:2).

No government can long endure that does not secure these basic freedoms to
its citizens. The scrap heap of history is strewn with the tattered remnants of
regimes that behaved otherwise.

The Book of Mormon account of an ancient people in the Americas records
what modern history teaches with tragic eloquence, namely, that the fire of
freedom burns naturally in the human breast:

And now the design of the Nephites was to supporr their lands and their
houses, and their wives, and their children, that they might preserve them
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among them, that there should be an equality among all men (Book of
Mormon, Mosiah 27:2-3, emphasis added).

Mormons believe deeply that one of government's most fundamental du-
ties is to preserve *an equality among all men" when it comes to matters of
religion and conscience. Every person is entitled to the right to speak his or her
mind on such maffers, and everyone else has the right to listen, or not. Every
person is entitled to exercise the right to worship where, ho*, and as he or she
pleases.

And every citizen, while exercising his or her own rights, has the duty to
respect those same rights in others. Government has no stake in any point of
view. Its only legitimate role benryeen its citizens on such matters is to maintain
their individual rights:

.We 
believe that . . . governments have a right, and are bound to enact

laws for the protection of all citizens in the free exercise of their religious
belief; but we do not believe that they have a right in justice to deprive
citizens of this privilege, or proscribe them in their opinions, so long as a
regard and reverence are shown to the laws and such religious opinions
do not justify sedition nor conspiracy (Doctrine and Covenants t34:7).

Hence, while some may assert that there is an inherent conflict between a
religionist's exercise of his religion, including his need to express his convic-
tions, and the right of others not to suffer the imposition of his exercise, for
Latter-day Saints there is no tension benveen the Great Commission and the
Golden Rule. Latter-day Saints desire the opportunity to proclaim the gospel
of Jesus Christ as they understand it to any and all who wish to listen, they
accord every other man that same right, and they acknowledge that all have
the right not to listen. They pledge to honor such principles and ask only that
government guarantee them that right and protect them in its exercise.

Vhat does the church expect from government in practical terms? Simply
put, the church asks for room to perform its divine mission to preach the
gospel to all men and women, who have a right to hear it and choose for
themselves whether to embrace it. As a minimum, this means the following:

1,. The right to worship. Church members should have the right to practice
their religion without interference by the agencies of government.

2. Tbe right to meet together. Church members should have the right to
meet together in public and in private in adequate facilities and without
government scrutiny.The right of assembly is basic to religious freedom.

3. The right to self-gouernance. The church claims the right to non-interfer-
ence by government in its internal affairs. Church doctrines and prac-
tices should be free from government regulation. The church has the
right to determine who will serve as its officers, how long they will serve,
and how the affairs of the church will be conducted.
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individual operations. In addition, there is a pressing need for cooperative

action in today's world. In a time of wrenching poverty, increasing intoler-

ance, and cascading evil and immoraliry in many communities, religious orga-

nizations sharing common principles have ample opporfunities for shared ac-

tion to improve the overall welfare of the community.

Because of the nature of its divine mandate, the church is not free to engage

in ecumenical discourse aimed at amalgamating its doctrines with other de-

nominations. At the levels of doctrine and ecclesiastical poliry the church un-

derstands itself as a restored church charged with maintaining its integrity and

independence from all other religious organizations. For this reasor., the church

does not engage in ecumenical dialogue aimed at homogenizing or compro-

mising doctrine.
However, the church regards interfaith efforts differently than ecumenism

in the foregoing sense. Churches can cooperate on an interfaith basis on com-

mon principles without compromising their own docuines and teachings. Thus,

the church welcomes interfaith opportunities for joint venturing of worth-

while projects in areas of common concern. Such projects may include allevi-

ating the effects of poverty and homelessness, fostering standards of commu-

niry decency (especially for children and youth), strengthening families, and

championing laws buttressing moraliry to name only a few. Such proiects do

not require an amalgamation of beliefs and doctrines, only mutual respect and

a common purpose.
Despite its independence and the singularity of its beliefs, the church re-

gards other churches and religions with good will. Although Utah is predomi-

nantly Mormon, the church has over the years assisted its Jewish, Roman

Catholic, and Protestant friends in a variety of ways, from making contribu-

tions to the remodeling or refurbishing of a church, cathedral, or synagogue to

the sharing of facilities with other congregations temporarily dislocated from

their usual places of worship.ae'When representatives of other denominations

come to Utah, the church's attitude is as expressed recently by President Gor-

don B. HinckleS "We are going to welcome them.'We are going to do every-

thing we can to make them feel at home."50

C O N C L U S I O N

A genuine courtesy for others and respect for their beliefs is a hallmark of

Laner-day Saints' relationship with others. Rather than attempting to chal-

lenge others' beliefs, they merely proffer the additional truths of the restored

gospel to augment truths already possessed. Hence, Mormons manifest a sin-

cere good will for other churches and for those with differing beliefs. This

neighborliness and respect are an application of Mormon doctrine.

As a matter of principle, the Mormons are law-abiding and good citizens,

and they conscientiously seek the good will of governments. But they also

expect that governments and their representatives will reciprocate that same
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Notes i)

I 2 .  T H E  M I S S I O N A R Y  W O R K
O F  T H E  C H U R C H  O F  I T S U S  C H R I S T

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

1. The term raissionary work is preferred by Mormons, who rarely use the term
euangelism. For them, proselytingis synonymous with missionary work, connoting
religious persuasion in its most positive sense without any of the coercive connota-
tions some infer from that term.

2. This is a personal expression and not an official statement of the church.
3. The term Saints is used in its biblical sense of members of the church who are

striving for holiness (see, e.g., Acts 9z'1,3, 32, 4l; Rom 1:7).
4. The canonical texts or standard works of the church are the Bible, the Book of

Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants (a compilation of modern revelations), and
the Pearl of Great Price (another compilation).

5. See, generallS Joseph Smith-History, in Pearl of Great Price; Richard L. Bush-
man, Joseph Smith and the Beginnings of Mormonism (lJrbana, Ill., 1984).

6. See, generally, 'Book of Mormon," in Encyclopedia of Mormonismred. Daniel
H. Ludlow (New York, 79921,12139-276.

7. See, generally, GeraldN. Lund,'Plan of Salvation,'h Ludlow, Encyclopedia
of Mormonism,3:1088-91; M. Russel l  Bal lard, Our Search for Happiness (Salt Lake
City, 1993).

8. See, generally, James E. Talmage,lesus the Christ (Salt Lake City,1,984); J.f-
frey R. Holland, 'Atonement of Jesus Christ" and various authors' articles on "Jesus
Christ,' all in Ludl ow, Ency clop edia of Mormonism, l:82-86, 22723- 5 3.

9. See Rev. 12:7-9.
10. "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive" (1 Cor

1,5:221.
L 1. Laner-day Saints' understanding of original sin and of the Fall is illuminated

by their understanding of individual moral accountabiliry as expressed in the church's
Second Article of Faith: "We believe that men will be punished for their own sins,
and not for Adam's transgression' (Pearl of Great Price).

12. 'Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that they might have ioy' (Book
of Mormon, 2 Nephi2:25),

13. "For we labor diligently to write, to persuade our children, and also our breth-
ren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is by grace
that we are saved, after all we can do' (Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi25z23).

14. See Jan Shipps andJohn W. rlüelch, eds.,The Jourtuls of William E. Mcl-ellin
(Urbana and Chicago, 1994), 5-7, 14, 18, 382-84.

15. HistoryofTheChurchof JesusChristof l-atter-daySaints,Svols.(SaltLake
Ciry, 1,9481,2:490.

16. Orson F. 
'Whitney, 

The Life of Heber C. Kimball (Salt Lake Ciry 19921,104.
17. Ibid.
18. See Lk 10:4; Doctrine and Covenants 24:18, 84:78.
19. See Lk 22:35-36.
20. See 1 Cor 71:1,6;2 Cor 1,2:20;2 Tm 2:24-25; Ti 3:9; Jas 1: 19-20.
2'1,. History of The Church of Jesus Christ of l-atter-day Saints,2z262.
22. Discourses of Brigham Young (Salt Lake Ciry, 19781,'1,57.
23 .  Ib id . .235.
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Notes o

44. Figures on North Korea are from President Thomas S. Monson, "Arn I My

Brother's Keeper?,' Church Neuts (Novembe r 29, 79971,3,6. Figures on Kosovo are

from "Humanitarian Service," ChurchNeus (July 17, 1,999);CongressionalRecord,

August  5 ,1999,510366.
45. Monson, "Am I My Brother's Keeper?," 40.

46. History of the Church,4:535.
47. See generally, Dallin H. Oaks and Marvin S. Hill, C.arthage Conspiracy: The

Trial of the AccusedAssassizs of Joseph Smith (Urbana and Chicago, 79751.

48. The full text of Doctrine and Covenants 13429'70 is as follows:

\fe do not believe it iust to mingle religious influence with civil government,

whereby one religious society is fostered and another proscribed in its spiritual

privileges, and the individual rights of its members, as citizens, denied. lüüe

believe that all religious societies have a right to deal with their members for

disorderly conduct, according to the rules and regulations of such societies;
provided that such dealings be for fellowship and good standing; but we do

not believe that any religious society has authoriry to try men on the right of

property or life, to take from them this world's goods, or to put them in jeop-

ardy of either life or limb, or to inflict any physical punishment upon them.

They can only excommunicate them from their sociery and withdraw from

them their fellowship.'
49. See, e.g., Bernice Maher Mooney, 'The Cathedral of the Madeleine r" Utalt

Historical Quarterly (Spring 1981); "Soup Kitchen Equipped," Church Neuts llanu-
ary 

'1.7,1,987); "LDS Ward Building Given to Salvation Army," Church News (June

25, 1988); "Church lrnds to Charitable Center," Church Nears (March 24,1,990\;

"President Monson Represents LDS Church at Ceremony in Catholic Cathedral,'

Church Neuts (February 27,79931; "Madeleine's Miracle," Salt I-ake Ci4, (rüüinter

1993); *Jewish Congregations Note High Holy Days in LDS Meetinghouses," Church

Neu.,s (Septembe r25,7993); "Helping Rebuild Burned Chapels," Cburch Narzs (No-

vember  9 ,19961.
50. Hinckley, "The BYIJ Experience,' 54.




