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Fig. 4.33. Decorated bone h indle
from Jericho and Ai

whether all or most of the object:

represent contacts of a different
sort the ex I)AH‘,’»« ot L(l'[‘. persona
property of foreigners in Palestine
or the like. If actual trade relations
did ¢ X1St, we do not know what 1t
was that Palestine «"n]»u:h_wf [f 1t was
agricultural produce, it was not ot
the sort shipped in pottery con-
tainers, as vessels of Palestinian
origin have not been found in the
north; we must therefore assume it
was JII\_IH' EXports, such as tex-

tiles or food products shipped 1n

sacks or skins.

CHRONOLOGY

The date of the .t"c;iIlr;ili‘_; of
the Early Bronze Age II is closely
linked to that of Narmer, the first
king of the First Dynasty. Abydos
ware, characteristic of the Early
Bronze Age II, appears in Egyptian
tombs that date, at the earliest, to
the reign of Djer, the third king of
the First Dynasty. The year 3000
has here been taken as the approxi-
mate date of Narmer’s accession;
Djer and the appearance of Abydos
ware in Egypt must therefore be
dated about 2950-2900 B.c.E. The
importance of Arad for the chro-
nology of the Early Bronze Age I-
IT must here be reaffirmed: the ves-
sel bearing the incised serekh of
Narmer appears in stratum IV, dated
on ceramic grounds to Early Bronze
Age I; Abydos ware appears in stra-
tum III at Arad. The table below
sums up this Palestine-Egypt
synchronism.
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Byblos and Palestine yet been per-
formed. I)c\,p:iu these difﬁculti{:s,
there are sufficient grounds to 2.
cribe stratum IIT at Byblos to the
Early Bronze Age I1, and strata [V_
V (and perhaps part of stratum Vi)
to the Early Bronze Age III. This
synchronism is of the greatest im-
portance, as there is much in com-
mon between this rich site and the
assemblages of Palestine.

Albright proposed a three-part
division of the Early Bronze AgeIII
based on the presence of Beth Yerah
ware: a phase preceding its intro-
duction, a phase in which this ware
flourishes, and a post Beth Yerah
ware phase. More recent research
suggests that the phase preceding the
appearance of Beth Yerah ware can-
not be substantiated, whereas the
phase following the disappearance of
this ware should probably not be
included in Early Bronze Age IIL

The date of the beginning of

Egypt

Early Bronze Age I

Early Bronze Age I1
first appears.

Arad IV; Narmer serekh
No Abydos ware.

Arad III; Abydos ware

No Abydos ware.

Reign of Djer; Abydos
ware first appears

Narmer founds Dynasty













