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for having been shown kindness and sympathy, though she is but a poor island
girl. I have no family, she said, so T pray that my husband’s good friend Yasuyori
will be my elder brother and that Lord Shunkan will act as my father. I will be
a most devoted daughter and sister in return, she said. As she spoke, the tears
falling freely from her eyes, her charm was just like that of a woman from the
capital. She begged us to take care of her.

Naritsune bows low, his head near the ground.
CHANTER:

Her words have penetrated to my very soul.
Hearing this tale, Lord Shunkan
is overcome with delight.

SHUNKAN: This is just wonderful! Your love story is fascinating yet tinged with
pathos, dazzling yet commendable. Yours is a truly precious love. I want to
meet this girl. Shall we go to your hut?

YASUYORI: No, no, that won’t be necessa

ry. She’s come along with us to your
place. Wait a moment.

He rises, crosses to the rampway, and beckons with his right hand. The wave drum
patterns begin.

Chidori! Chidori! Please come here! Lord Shunkan wis

hes to meet you.
Come on over, Chidori! Chidoril

Why in the world was she born
a lowly maker of salt?
YAsuyoRri: Allow me to introduce Chidori.
SHUNKAN: I'must say I have been quite impressed by all the charming things I've
heard about you. You've already met with Yasuyori, I know, and I know also that
you wish me to act as your father from this day forward. We three men are
already virtually related. Since we are to be parent and child, from now on you
are my daughter. If a pardon were to be granted to us, we four would retum to

as

5. In the Zenshin troupe’s production, male and female actors play Chidori in alternating perd

mances. More conservative troupes do not permit women on stage. 4
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Chidori runs in along the rampway. Overcome by shyness, she turns around and e er Father” ang Daughter.” sHutitwill be to
runs out again. Yasuyori laughs. She soon returns, and this time Yasuyori stops her ﬁtms bZi: ve; to Shunkan, places the abalone shejy and bamp,
before she can flee again [figure 3.58]. He takes the rake, places it near one of the bashful }zﬂ most stumbles ing, the seated Naritsune (md’” 00 tube next 4o Bt
rocks, and resumes his former position. Chidori sits between him and Naritsune at ' ¥> her hand on his, $418 at his right very
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