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o1'this Ternpic ritual. 3 A thild secriolr rli l l prr:sernt a hrpothetical
accor.lrlt of the reasons rrhv Jesus clesig-ncd a nerv rittral.

l. Priide .sacrifit in Jeru.;' timt

In orclcr to thank Ciod lor l iencfits reccivcd recoverins lrorr i l lness,
rctrrnrine. hor.nc safbh' l l 'or.n a long .j<lurner'. and thc l ikc feu's took
a lamb or a goat. \\ 'ent to the Jernszrlcrn 

-ler.nplc. 
ancl presented thcrn-

sch'es to a pricst rrho then sa.\\ ' to it that t ire aninral rr 'as slaughtered.
and ccrtain parts brlrnecl on thc altar. -\ {cast rvas the-n arranged
for the sacrif icel ancl thc latrer's gucsts. \\ 'hi le this cicscription mav
give a fir 'st iclea of rlhat happens u'hcn a sacrif ice is ollbrecl. it rernuins
too sketclN' foI olrr pLr{)osr-s. 

'T'here 
arc nti l l t\ l ttr )r(, d(t\ irtr ' ,t lvecl,

and bilt l ical us rr e11 as solttc other sorlrccs can help us to reconstrrict
sonrc of the ploccciures ancl thcir arranqcrrlclrt as a seclucr-rcc of
sacrccl acts. 

' l 'he 
irrsert that lbllorvs l ists the most important aLrts

relbrrecl to in the ancient soul'ces ancl tries to reconstuct ther ' ' ideal

trpe" of a plir.ate sacrif ice. hr orcler to skctch the {r-rl l  picrurc. u'e
also urakc an eflblt to fill sonte of the g^211)s ill thc historicutl recorcl.

THE SI \  S ' I  L ,PS OF S. \ ( .RIFIC] I . \L  PROI]T,DLI{E
PRI\--\I I,I,\- OFFE,RI-,D S-\C]RIFII:E

5TEP I I

STE,P III

STEP IV

STEP I

S  l 'LP \

Prtf tnrut iort.  The sacl i l i t t ' r '  bl ings t i tc aninlr l  and -*ornt- othcr
gif ts. inclLrcl inq l t leuct ancl rr irrc. to the l  cnrplc :Lncl prcsents
tht-nr to a pl icrt .
, \ l t tehttr i i lg. 

' l  
hc pl i t ' : t  slaughtcrs t irc aninral :rncl scp:Lratcs

"blood" ancl "boch'."
(|ffiring t,l'tlu, hlr,td at llu altrtr. 

'l'hc 
ltricst rosses rhe l)loocl irsirinst

al l  sicl t 's erf thc altar ' .  \ \ 'e conjcctule that befrrrc thc bloocl
is to-\secl.  thc 1I ' iest prc-s( '1lt \  i t  tO Gocl. qtronouncing a lbr-
nrul lr :  "This i-q , \ 's bloocl." - \  bcing thc nanrt- ol thc' sacri l iccr.
Prt:otlatiort ttf'lltt' bulr tnd 1lt,' ltit'rtd ut tfu ttltar.'Iht- sacrilicial
nratc-r ' ial  blougirt  bcl ir lc the ahal is presentecl :rncl clecl icir tccl
ro  ( ioc l  n i t l r  u  qes turc  o f  e leva t ion .  \ \ -c  con jcc tL r rc  th r r t  i r t
the  p lesenta t ion  a t  the  a l t :L r .  thc  p r ies t  l ) ronour lccs  thcsc
irolcls: "This is -\ 's bocir ' ." , \  bcine thc ruure of the sacl i f iccr ' .
I ) i i fo :a l  r t f  l l t t  iL i r t t . ' 1  hc  q t l i cs t  l l r t senrs  thc 'u inc '  a t  thc  a l t i i r .
clelat ing thc cup uncl invokirrs t ]re nunrc ol Clocl.  

' fhc 
cori-

clucl ing l i tual act is the l tour' ing otrt  of the ninc at t l tc f i rot
ol t l re ultar ' .
( . , t tp,r, , , ,n, nttal.  1bc suc r i f lcel lc 'ccivc'-s t lre boclv of the slatrqh-
tct 'e'c1 animal back anci l)r ' ,  1)ul 'e\ .r  1be.r t , ,  rr lr ich gu.rtr , ,r .
i rn' i tccl.

S I 'F,P \I
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-,\€ill prrE pJrrJ.\eJltin .Io spury .rnoJ prrp .trri,rr sbrrucl osle .rJJrJrJJus
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ur.rJl -teur J.\\ rlJ[{-\\ 'tbut,c ts.rrl Jrl] rrJ '.t1clura1 JLII Ln oruld Srrrlur
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-\ lter thc ofleri.g' .1' bloocl. 'rear. a'cl brcacl. thc pricst rakcs a
cull r l l 'r l i t le . elelates it. r-tttcrs att invocation to (locl. ancl thel pcllrs
it at the l itot of rj ic alter ,\1ep \- . ' i  f 'he sacrif icer sti l l  rvatche,s.

Alier the pricst has Prtrrecl o.t the rri.c. hc rctrlr.s thc slaush-
tct'ecl ali ir lral trt the sacril lccl i irr consurnption. The communal rneal
that lbllorr s stel) \-I no krng.er takes place :rr t l-re altar. but nonethc-
less nc-al the 

'I 'erlplc. 
Sincc the rne:rt has to bc cclnsur-rccl cn the

clav of sacrif ice." rl i t '  ,sl11.dflcsr intn-recliatclv preltares a terast to l,hich
gucsts are inr irecl pcoplc rl iro hacl bccn present all alona.. together
lith rhc sac:r' i f lccr rratching the Pliesr ofl lciare. Breacl 

"rrc] 
,rjr" ,r..

a lso consumccl .
Tlle | itual lts tt 'e halc r.:collstrl lctccl it has a lrcar-rtiIhl. sulrnetrici i l

dcsi,q' * ' i th n beginnine. a miclclle. ancl a ccxrclusion. Tl-re preparlrron.
stases I l incl II ale tollorr-ecl br. the ollcrine ol' breacl ar.rcl the ani_
rnal 's  bodv I \ ' .  r th ich is  h 'arnecl  lx ' t r lo  l ibat ions.  f i rs t  o f  b loocl  . I I I i
I t t rc l  then o1-r l inc \ - . - \  j , r \ops l t t . iL l  f i , r .urs the colc i ls io t r  i l l t .  The
rllain sacril lcial tt.ratelial is thc slaLrghtcrecl anirnal's blooc.l ancl boclr-.
l lut this rl laterial is cloublccl in unblcloclr lblm rl ith brc;rcl ancl ir ine.

F , , r ' t l r r ' r r , , 1 6 1 -  1 1 j 1 l r  r r l r i c l r  r l r .  p r i , . r  l ) t . c . c t r t .  t l r ,  s a t r i l i t . i a l  q i l i s
at  t l lc  n l tar .  no r l l rcre nt  sources ar .e ar-a i lab lc .  r ,  Herc our  rccon-
str,lction rclies or-r rhc r'orcls rhat .Jcstrs rrsecl in his rcclesic.necl rit-
Lral: "J'his is n-rr.]roclr '" and "Tli is is n'n'bkrocl."rr placccl in a concr-cre
litttal situation. rhc,rc rr, rr-cls losc tht.ir- rnigntaticr cßrulin, ancl sonncl
c1r-ritc natirrni. Irr an rtrrl ier' periocl. rlhen the sacril iccr.. ancl nor the
Priest. oltrciatecl at the ultnr. thc-.e coulcl har.c br-cn the lbrrnulae rif
sacrif icial l)rcselitaliolt. \\-hen the sacrif iccr apploachccl the altlr 1it5
his sl.ughtelccl aninal. he urtcrerl t lrc r '.r.cls: "J'his is rnv boclr,...
i .e . .  hcrc I  l t r ine 'nt r ' ,sucr i f ic ia l  l todr , :  i t  l tcLrnes [ '  111.  

" , ,ä  
I  p l r . .

i t  o t r  voul  a l tur ' .  S i tn i l : r lh .  r r l i , - r r , '1 i ,  r - ing rhc r - ic t i t . r . r 's  l t loocl .  hc loulc i
sar'. " 'rhis is nn bloocl." i.c.. hcre I ,{ler- rhe bloocl ot'mv sacril icial
Victir l l . L-rl lbrttrttatch'. this intcrpretarion lnu\t lrrirain rolri(.c1Llru.l.
\-et. rlc catl l loittt ro tht'ec snclif icial l ir lntulae l irn1c1 6r allqclecl to

- \ r r r n  l . r : l 1 t :  l ) .  l l { i : l . i :  S i r .  r | : 1 . 1 .  p .  l l r l
] ) 1 ( \ ( n l  t l t r .  r r i r r r , .  l [ r t  l t r  \ t , r r ' l - c . t . t n i I r r L  1 i n t r . . .

i . t ' r  , : 1 . 1 .
I  l r r '  (  ) lc l  - [  r . .uurr i , r r t  c ]or , .  n l t  inr  l r  rdt ,  l l r r

' , ' i , '  . ' r  - . ' r i t . , ' r .  r . r  -  (  L r  i r ' -  , _  i r r , ' , . , .
- \ l , r r r  l i j : j r l . l l i  an r l  p r r r . r L l l c l  ] r . r \ \ i r gc . .  f ' r ) f

i i rL i ' r r t :  t t '  l r r , l , l tg in,g t r r  l l te . l t t  r . i l ic i r r l  r  or  l r l tu l .Lrr .

i rn l t l i r '  th l t t  s l rcr i f icerr .  not  l ) l . iests.
t l r r :  i r l ) ] ) i l l 'cnt l \  h: rc i  ch;urq-ecl .

l ) r : r \ ( ' r '  t r ' \ t \  ( ) t '  \ \ ( 11 'C i s , i I -  O f ' l i ' t ' r nq
l l r t  r ' \ i \ t ( nCc  o l  s t r (  l t  l ) f u \ c t s .' l roc l r  "  ( i r t r ' ] i  , , ) l r t t  , rncl  ' l rLror l "

. i ' t  l J c l r '  l : l : 1  l .



sll\\ rilr.) Jrll prl1.r ..'l)oolcl .iur sr sIr1.1... '1]JJunouo,rcl J-rJ.\\ rrortPrrJs
-a.rcl .1o sp.ro.\\ arlt 'rrre5c J-IJH Jrrr-\\ .1o chr.r E rltr.\\ Jlr.r prrJJC{ Jrl}
prtr:acll.r r.rr: Srrrpnl.rrroJ put p.rnlt Jrl.T_ .po,r) ot pJl{Jo pu;.rc1 jo erarcl
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snslf .yo )iurrIl J-\.nroJ.1o -(uru J.\\ J.rJrl :tlclclrcl .+o .rJClrlnur 11etrrs u _(c1
IrJltsJ slt-\\ IEJLU IlIilluluroJ 1? 'ls.r11 'st.rBcl JI(luris JJ.irl] .]o pJlsrsrroJ
'lr J.)11.r1,\tro.lJ.r rru.) J_\\ s1] .Ilt] slt 'lsr.rurl.lltq JLII .1L) LLr.io] lsJrl-rltJ Jrl.l,

,.t1f1r t71t 'l,rt 
.,tf, 

,( '<.

'1Jr? 
[1]1tlLr Iu.rluJJ Jr[] rrJJq J.\llrl ol

surJJ,\ 'ruu.lr.\ Jrit 3() .brrr1II1 Jrll .tolr 
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shared bv tirose taking part in rhe celebration. \\-hat u.'e har.e hcre
is pattcrned on prilate sacrif ice as cclebrated at the 

'I 'cmple. 
\\re

can best undcrstand .|csus' ncl' sacr-i l lce as an abbreviatcd form cl{
t l ie sir-steP ritual described above. one iterr.r ren'rained cssentialh-
unchangecl: as in the Tcrnple ritnal. bread u'as presentccl to Gcld
n'ith the fonnula. "Thrs is n'n' bodr'." and u.as then catcn iuithclut
beins bunrecl on the altur . Other ft-:rtures rrere changcd..Jesus intro-
dr"rcccl t\\'o nt.rin nlterations: I He t'ansferrecl the r-itual to the realm
otrtsicle thc 

'I 'enrplc: 
as a colrsequence. evcn' act irrr.oh'ir-rg thc coop-

cration of- a priest l.racl to bc orr.rittcd. Sinr.e n, r pricst ir as inr.olr.ed.
no l inimal cor"rld be slaushterecl. no bkrod could bc sprinkled. and
nothins coulcl be ltuntccl olt the altl lr. 2 Jesus redr-rcecl thc 

'I 'emple

ritual to its r-rnblooclr' part.rr :rncl here hc reversed thc order of thc
varions ritual acts: the mc:rl no longer forrned the conclusion. but
\\ 'as no\\ ' placecl at the Jreq'inning- and u'as follou ed bv ritual ses-
tures u i th  bre ac1 ancl  r l ine.  Thcre is  sorne arr l l i { tu in-  as to the
sequence o1' thcsc gesturcs. The eospel o1' Luke lt laccs the u'ine r.itrr
f ir 'st. i lherczrs \Iark and -\Iatthov placc it after-thc breacl rite.r, i Both
scqucnces r.nakc sense. The secSrcnce rvinc rite brcad rite mav bc
seell as lcPiicating thc orisinal se(lucnce o1'thc anirnal sacrif ice n'hich
required the c lu ick d isposal  o1 ' the v ic t im's b lood 'uhic_-h had to bc
tossecl agltittst t l ie altar ltelit le congealine' . 

' I 'hosc 
plac-ing the rr,intt

ritc last no doulrt sinrplr imitiLtccl the pricsts rr ho concluded sacrif icial
ce lc l l -a i ions r l i t i r  a  l ibat ion o1-r l ine.

Thc nerr'. unblooch'ritnal. rvhilc cornpletclr. rcdesigned. sti l l  sen'ed
the sarnc l)ur' l)r)se of honoling (iocl rrith a prcselrt ancl qivins him
thanks Ibr bcncflts reccivccl. Thcrelirre flhrisrians oftcn called it bv

- \ t t  i l t le te: t i t rq pala l l t l  to t l t t ' .Jcrunnic onr i rs ion of thc "b looclr"  part  o i  sucr i l ice
conr( '5 l ionr  Inc] i l r .  r r l rc t ' r 'gr l r in.  o l iq in l r l lv  a q i l l  acconrD:rnr inq thc : l r t . r - i f i t . r 'o f  : r
qoat .  .anle t l )  s tan[ l  l i r r  t l r t  r 'nr i te r i t t ra] .  

. I ' l t t '  
Inc l ianisr  \ i i . r1111 p, ,111*g (J f l ;1 l11'111'

(  o l l l )a le s th i '  c l t ' r ' t ' l r ipnrer t t  r r i th t i re t 'uchnl i . t ic  'ac l i t ice in Cl l r r is t iani t r  :  "The
I . , L r r : l l a r i . t  t h t r s . t l r t t c l .  a t  l t l e c i . eh  t h r ' . l i r n t ' r ' ( i l o \ r  l i ( , l t t  h r r l t r . u r  i d r r i t i ( r ' a s  t he
' s t r f i i r ca t cc l ' t ' i t e  

t ak i ' i r r  H i r t r l r r  r i t ua l  \ t anc l \  a t  i t '  o r t n  r e r l r ove  f i r i r n  t hc  sac l i f i ce
o1 a qt i l t t .  L lc lcecl .  i t l  l roth instnt ice.  r r ' r  lnve rrhat  i :  r t rore p|eCiselr  t rot  the le l t l :Lr ' -
i ng  r i f f l c ' h  bv  qn t i t t  b rL t  t he .u j r L l ccss i o r r  o l ' l l c sh  i x  g l a i n .  l h l r t  i r .  i r r  t h t ' ca r l i c s t
tccotc l .  o1 ' l roth tht  atrc ient  Htbleu \ecr i l i . .  errr l  t i l '  ancieut  \ - r 'c l ic  sat ' r ' i f ice.  t l r t '
k i l l i r rq-  of  thc at t i r t l t l  \ \ : ls  l icconl l )aniccl  lx '  an of l i - r ' ing of  q la in r icc nncl  bar lev in
t l r t ' \ ' c c l i c  s l t t t ' i f t i t  o t .  i r t  t l u ' cese  t i i  t l r t  Vec l i c  ' t l i l l i on .  ba l l .  o l  r i c t ' .  

- I ' h cse  
S i r r r i h t t :

r r e l e  t l t t t : ; t r t t l t i r l t l c t t t  l l o t t r  t hc ' \ ' ( ' l \ ' \ t i 1 r ' t :  t he r  i r t vo l v t ' c l  no t  on l r  an  a t r i r r l r i  sL r r r c r
q:r tc lb l -  a hLt t l l l l t l  v ic t int  l t t r t  t l te ' r tb- t l tnce th l r t  l i r t  , , ,1111,1,1111:11J161 l tnt l  fcventrr -
: r l l r .  t3. l . . l  r^e1r1at t 'c l  that  sur-ro- . r rTr . ' \ \ ' t 'nch l )onistr . ( ) ' t ' l - r l i - r . t r  .  Ot l t , t  P, , ,1,1, . ' \  , \ [ t lh . l
\eu \ -o lk:  - \ lacnr i l lnn.  1983 I  l [J .  I  orre th i :  r 'c fcr .euc.e to Luurcncc Zer lc. rnarr .

\ \ ' i n c  l r r ea i l :  Luk t -  l 1 : i 7  I ! ) :  b l ac i  r r i nc :  - \ l ; r r k  I l : 21  l l l : , Lnc l  \ l r r t t  2 ( i : 26  28 .
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Lr ccrtairt cases. thcv rlere allou'cd to oller a pair of'pigeotts or trir-

t lecloves instcad o1'a lamlt: ancl i1'thev cor,rld not zrl ltrrd to bttv thcsc,

an ofl i:r ins of sor-ne l1our abont 1 kg sti l1 a substantial gil ir u'ould

clo as rrcll.:" The nrost ( 'ollrt lor.r srtbstit irtt- for sacriftce. hou'ever. uas

pra\er. u'hicl 'r ranked as a kirtcl of "offerirtg of thc poor." \ ' isitors

to the ' I 'ernplc  u 'ere ideal lv  e ' rpected to br ing an o l lcr ine to thc l

Lord. but if '  t l ier canle el-npt\ '-handcd thev u'ere at le2tst supposed

to Prostratc ancl ntter a Pruve r. Strch zrrl trrlcle rstzrncling ol' l lrar e I is

rellectccl in the book of'Psaltns. thc collection of .|crtrsalern Terr.rple

pravcrs.r" Thus rlc f incl a str;rplicnnt askinq- that his pravcr ' 'be takcn

l ike inccnsc"  bel i r re thc Lord.  ancl  h is  "Lrpra ised hat tc ls" ' that  is .  the

palnrs raisccl uprlard tn a cLlstonii lr-r ' geslrlre o1'ltravcrr lte accepted
"like an cvenins -r'ain-oflbf inq' ' of thc public cult. \\-hen the psahnist

sals. ' 'ucccpt. O Lot'cl. t irc I l 'ee-rri11 offcrine of ntv utouth.' '  the poor

I)el 'son actuallv c\pects his rlorcls to lte as acceptable as au atl imal

sac'rif ice. \\ ' ircn lte cleclarcs tl 'rat "a brokctt spirit is a sacri{ice acrcept-

able to God'' and proclaims that Gocl "u.i l l  rtot despisc a l lrokcrl

and contrite he:irt." I ie has no ir.rtcntion c.rf renouncing sacril ices as

such. br-it nrcrclv inclicatcs the lact that a ltroketr spirit. exprcssed in

solrq- or pravc'r. is all he can ofIär'. He erpresses thc hope that this

spirit r l i l l  coll lrt for hir.r.r as if i t u'cre a "renl" sacrif ice . A post-bib-

l ical .fcn'ish te\t sl lrns the uratte r tqt qr,ritt- sttcciuctlr ' : ' ' I i '  a man has

a bullock. let him ofler a blrl lock: if not. let hiru oflel er ra1r, or a

larrb. or a pigcon: anc1. if he c:rtrtrot alJbrd elelt a Piceolt. let hirn

blinq a handlul of f lotrr. -\nc1 if he l.ras l lot cvcll atlr '  f lour. let him

br ing noth ing at  a l i .  b l t t  t 'o t r tc  r t i th  r lorc l t  , ' t 'Pnr \cr . " r '

The last qllotatiolr seelns lo irnph' that att anintal coltstit l l tes the

oliginal ancl real sacrifrcial rnatet' ial. r lhcreas even'thing clse couuts

as a substitrtte. Hortever. trot all Terr's mnr' have lookcd at it this

L  l . c r '  . - r : 1  l :  I  l : l l .
: '  Ps  l J1 : l :  I  l ! ) : l 0 l l :  l t 1 : 1 l l l .  ( ) t t t  i n t e t ' p t t r t l t i t t r l  i s  i nc l eb tec l  t o  \ l enahe r t t  H l t r : r n .

"Terr l r lc  :u ic l  ( ,ot t t t t tLut i t r  in  . \nc i t 'n t  I . rnel . '  i t t  \1. \ ' .  For.  cc| . .  
' fonpk 

in \ i t t ie l l '

\ \ ' i r ror i l r  l ,akc:  [ , i .err ln: rLLn. .  l  ! ]88 l  ,  l t .  sct '  l l .
\ I ic l rash l  anluuuh BLLLrcr ' .  T.a l  8: l lb .  r r r  ( l l rotecl  i l r  ( i . (1.  \ Ic intc{ ic t re et  a l . .

. l  Rnbbi t t ic  -7nt l t , , l r , ! t  \c l  York:  Schockrn.  i ! ) ;  + 3+6. Lenience in Jel ish sacr i f i r ' i : r l

; r lacr ic t '  i '  c l iscussecL in ( ie lshr in Bl in.  \1zrr1zo i t t  Bih l iLnl  1-ai .  She{ l ie ld:  S}rel l le ld

. \ tac leut ic  Pl t ' :s .  l ! ) !J  7 l  lJ I .  Fol  a l t r ' r 'nat iv t ' :  to racr i f tce at t 'ur t tg St ' toncl  1 'c tnple

Esst ' r rc. .  Phur isee. .  ancl  Clh l i . t ians.  \c( '  a l - \o L)el tn is Gt 'eert .  " ' l 'o  ' . . .  s t - t lc l  up.  l ikc

t l t t  .nt t ike o1- i t r t  c ' r t .e.  thc i r 'c t t 'k .  c i l  the I -arr ' . '  T l te Sint i la l i t r  o1 '  \ - ier ls  otr  at t

- \helnat in '  to Tenrplr  Satr i l icc l t r  
' I  

h lee. fe l i - . l i  Stctar- iat t  \ Ior t tnet t ts  o l  t l t t '  Latc

Src,rr rc l  Temple I ' t ' r ' ioc i . "  tn - \ lat thcn l ) i l lon ccl . .  Rt l i ,q ion in t fu, ln i t :nt  I l i , r l t l .  \c i t
'flttttt: 

rttrl ,!,!rraLit,'t .\ttr.ttt'clltttr: Heklt'r't. 1!)9{i 1(ii I 7J.
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to see Jesus as ti ' ie legrslator lho abolishcd anir.nal sacrif icc, replac-
in-^ it br sinrpler. unbloodv eilts. thtrs perhaps r-rnknorvinslvl adopt-
ing Zarathilstra s attitr-lde ar-rd prorroti lrg the Persian prophet's ritual
reltrrm. Horlcver attraLti\..: thr:c interpretations mav be, thev are

based on ideäs lbreig-n tr ) thc nrcntalitr of .Jesus and his earh. fol-
krl'ers. \\-c havc to look for clillbrent reasons rvhv Tesus fblt he should
desisn a l le\\ prograln of sacrif ice.

\\-irile thc rvcll-l<rrorvn cospcl legend places Jesus' birth in Bethlehem.

a small to\\ '1r near'.Jerr-rsalen.r. Jesns rtas zr f lali iean. born and raisccl
in tht n,rlthcrn prirt of Palcstine.-I 'o lte a Ciali lean lrezll i t l teing rec-

oell ized i l '  one's particLllar dialect. and bv one's lnck of intercst in
the pliesth' rr orship celebratecl at thc firr-nrlav Jcrusalcrr-r 

' I 'ernpie.

.Jesns seerns to h:rve bekrngecl to those fiali leuins nho refused to con-
lbrn.r to the priestlv clenrancls. Horrif icci l1t thc thought of erpress-
ins the relationship to Gocl in a rnonctarl transriction. he opposed
1hc rr.av pLrblic sacrif icc rtas olganizecl.ri

Privilte sacrif ices. bv contrast. nrcant much for'.Jcsus. Durine his

li l i :t ime. l i is Ib11orrers. or at least those rrl io l istened to irim, \\ent to
the l ernple to ofler their saclif ices. Lr one instance. trl ier a healing.

.Jesr-rs sent the healecl persorr to the 
' l-enrple: 

he clid lrot tell him not

to bothel  about  s i rcr i l lc ine.  Rather .  he uould inst ruct  h in ' r :  " ( lc i .

shorl vourself to tl ie priest. and oflbr t l ic qilt that \ loses commandecl"
\latt B:4 . Jesus respectecl t l ie lau that prescribed a series of offelings

that reilrtegl'alc a fornrcrlr "lcprotrs' '  irncl "uncicar] pcrson into lull

mcnrbcr-ship of thc conlnunifv Lcr' 1{. Hc addrcsscd all those u'l io
rr' isl iccl to sacrif icc ancl insistecl o1r 11 \ 'crl pilrt icr.l iar prepar:rt ion: the

restofation ol sc-rcial halnronr. :unolrq' people. This injuncticln is con-

tainecl in a rrell-knorrn 1)i1ssi1-^c Il 'orn the Sernron oll thc \Iount: "Scl

rr ' l ien voti are oflering r olrl gil i  at the altarr. if vou rernembcr that

rour brothcl has sor.t.t, t l-rinq- lgain:t ),,u. lcavc vcilrr gif i t l iere belbre

the altal and e'o: f ir 'st bc lcconcilecl to volrr brotl ier. ancl thcn corne

ancl  , , f lc r  r , ,ur  g l i "  - \ Ia t i  l :2{  25.  Disharmotn '  u 'ould spoi l  the

sacrif ice. make it ine{Ibctive. ancl presrrnrablr ollbncl Gocl. prorokine
his r r rat i r .  Here the at t i tude o1 ' .Jesr- rs  echoes the psaln ' r is t 's  corn ' i r -

t ion that  onh' - romeone "r lho ha,s c leun hands and a pulc hcar t "

can legitinratell sacril ice in the Ternple Ps 2-l:{ .r '

-  Th i :  r t t ' n r  t o  l r c  t hc  i n rp l i ca t i on  o f  \ I a t t  1 , : 21  27 :  ' t ' t 'C l l r i l t o r r .  I l u ' I on l l c  u l

/ . . ' t t . r .  l2 !1.
- r  I n  P :  21 : l l .  t o  

' \ t u l l d  i n  t he  Lo r t l ' r  l r oh '  p l a r ' e '  see rn \  t o  l r e  a  t echn i ca l  c xp les -
. iorr  i i r r  t l te . l icr i f ic ing larr t r t t t  :  l )1 ' r ' : in{ i '  in  the i  errrp l t , ' .
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with e'enerrri apprcx'al.r" f iaiaplias. hieh priest betl lecn czr. lB ancl
36 crn. \ras apparentlv t l ie f lfst to rlurhofizc the saie of sacrif icial
anin'ials rl i thin the 

'I 'emltlc 
precincts. prcsur.naltlt uithin the outcr

coll l ' t . \\ 'hat Jesus rlantcd. thctr. \r ' l ts to ch:urg-e u'hat u'ent on in thc
'l 'enrple. 

to lrrins it closer to thc icleal o{- unnrccliatcd. clirect l-or-
ship tif (iocl. He invokecl a passage found in rhe prophccv of Zcchariah:
"Thcrc shal1 no longer bc tl ldcls in thc l ior-rsc of the Lord o1'hclsts"
7.cch 11:21 . His ltold action rnav havc appeirlecl to 1tc4tular scnti-

nrrnt .  uvcu a l r r r )nq t l ie  Tentp lc  l tersr t r r r re l .  sr )  that  1 l . r . r l le  l to thereci
cir: clarecl to take action against hinr. If thev hacl inclcccl bccn ofk'nclcci.
ortc rronlcl e\pect t l ie 

'fcmplc 
police to have takcn inuriecliate action.

ancl Jesr-rs rr 'onlcl havc lteen cirzrl lcngccl anci arrestecl cln the spot.
\\ 'e coulcl stop here ancl achnit that anv furthcr intcrprertation bor-

dcrs on mere specr-rltrt ion. Recent scholalsl.rip. horrever. seetns to l)er-
rnit at lcast te ntative sugqestions abotrl rrlat Jesus had in mind u'hcn
"cleirnsing" or ' 'occupving'' thc 

'I 'er-nplc.r: 
-\ lthoueh sornc dctails of

our fcconstnrction nli l \ '  seent untrst-ral. thet' cart ltc put frtn|ard as
at  least  n lat rs ib lc .

BvJesr-rs' dnr'. lar-pcople rrisl i ing to l lrc,\cnt a private s:rcri l lce seern
to have bccn rcdnccd to the lolc of paling sponsors. Thev rvoulcl
par. in the coult of the flenti les. l irr a sacrif icial animal u'hich uas
tl 'rcn hancled over to tl ie 

'I 'emplc 
personnel. Sponsclrs rvould prol)a-

b1r' r 'ait l ir l  sonrc tinrc rLnti l thev got ccltain l)ert\ r,f rht slaLreh-

terec[ r ' ictinr in the casc of -so-callecl peace oflcl ings lrnd thank
tiffelings. Paving, laring a hurrcl on the animal's hcad. nnd rc-ccl\1
ing^ palt of :r slar-rshterecl animal: this uas all that l iappenecl in thc
lbregrouncl. Slaves ancl rlourcn saclif iccls \\ 'crc l lot allon.cd to pcr-
lonri thc lavir.rq-or.t of a hunci.- 'r The actuul sacrif icing thc slaugh-
tcr. the collection of t l ie bloocl. the ritual clisposal o{' bloocl zrncl f irt.
sol')'lctilnes elen tile lnr-ing-or.r of a hancl liaPPencd lirr arvrn'. harcllr-
i- isible to the sponsor. \ot bcing penrittecl to cntcr thc Tcnrplc's
corlrt of thc plicsts rlhele the anir.r.rals rlcrc slaughterccl and u'herrc
tht- altar rlas iocatccl . he or ,she stoocl in the "cLrul't of- the Israelites"
and simplv rratchccl: this u'as all that a sacli lrcing l l ' lan or noman!"

\ - i t ' to l  l -pp: tc in.  " Ihc Hrstol ic i t r  o1 ' the ( io:yrc l  - \ccourr t  o1 ' thc Cl lcansing oi '
the 1 'errr l r ie. '  l t ' i t ' t l t r i l i  . l i i r  dt ,  t t tut t ' t t t t t t ta l l i tht  I l ' i " t ' t t ; t l t r l l  : t . t  l ! ) ( j+ +2 .J l l  r t : r 'on-
st l t rc ts hor l  thc scl l inq ol  aninrals r ras int lc ic lLrcecl  into the' I 'ent1t le.-  

Cl l r i l torr .  T lu In i l tb t f  . j t . ;us.  l l1  111.  arrc l  -1 Ä'ar l  u l  , \ Ier tn i t t .qs.  57 6 '3.
- '  \ I ishna.  - \ lenahot ! l : l :1.
l '  \ \ -hen :1 \ \ r )n lur  \  \e(r ihc( '  \ r i r \  l lcr l i l lJne(I .  'he har l  ar(( ( 's \  t ( )  t l r t " ' r 'our t  of  tht '
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onc Baba ben Butha that hc hacl larse numbers of animals brought
to the Ternple and gavc them ro those u'i l l ir ig to lar-a hand on them
in advance ol sacrif ice.

Jesus. like Hillcl. rliurted pcople to participate ntore in their ollbrine.
As a tl-reurgist invoh'cd uith arcane sacramental proccdures,r+ he had
a strollg sensc of the necd to perform a ritual in tl ie proper \\av.
I1'peoplc bousht their animals on the \Iount of- Olir.es irather than
ir-r the Templc areü . thc-r' l.ould actuallr- oul them and brins thcrn
t.r the Tcmple themsclr'es. Jesns ntav havc lteet-r A\\ 'arc of the strict
rulc gor-erning the {urcntt,st l)rivarl sacrif ice. that o1'Passor.cr. 

' I 'he

larr prcscribed that prior to oflcring rhc Passover larnb. the sacrif iccr
mllst o\\ 'n it lbr four davs.lt ()i lnine the vicrim. then. must har.e
beer.r irnportarnt lol Jcsr,rs. \\-hilc u'e clo not kno\r an\-thins about

Jesus' r-ierl of the laving-on of a hancl on the anirnal's head. u.e can
at least spectriate about a lbrrnula rl i th rlhicl 'r he rvantcd people to
designate :r sacril ice as thcir orln. Pclhaps thev should offer the var-
ious parts o1'thc slar,rglitered ancl cnt-t4t animal usinc the formula.
"Ii i is is ml bodr'." i.c.. here i bring mv sacrif icial ltodr: it bckrnes
to me und I pli,rce it onto vour altar. Similarlr ' . ther- shorild oflbr
tl 'rcir bloocl saving-. "Tli is is rn' lt loocl." i.c.. here I ofTLr thc bloocl
o l -  t t t r  . a ,  r ' i f i t  i a l  r  i c t i r t r .

The rest o1' thc ston' about Jestrs ancl the Temple is qtricklv tcild.

Jeslrs' occupatioll of'thc Temple dicl not lead to anv chzrnges in the
traclit ional l i ttral proccclnrcs. Elen'thing staved thc uat' the priestlr.
establishrncnt hacl cleten'r 'r inccl. His action had no imrlcdiate impact;
l ike Hil le1's. it rcr-nained an cpisocle rcnrcmbered br his disciples.
pzrssed on orallr ' . ancl cvcntualh' recorclecl in a 1bu puzzlinu l ines cif
I itcnrture.

,\lthougl'r the priesth' estliblishrnenr rn.r\. h:rr-e clisac'reecl n'ith Rabbi
Hil lel 's r-iol on the hancl-leaning. rle l iear of'no acrion a--ainst hin-r.
\\-hr'. then. \\ 'ere thc priests so cru'agecl rl i th .Jcsr-rs thnt ther- n'ishcd
to kil l  him? The rcasr)lr nrr-rst bc sur-rght in anothel clffensc and not
in this one lln ?rct th:rt t l-rlcatenecl theil velr erisrcnr't..

Historians cll- carh' Clhristianirr ' havc lclng sinc'e arsucd th;rt.Jcsus
u as kil lecl 1bl har ing con.rnrittccl an act of provocati\-e disclbcdicncc
to lslael's satcfe d larr. :rn act ol blasphcnv plurisliablc ltv dcuth.

I  Le. .  l r l tyr t i : tn John 1: i .  r ' .  !  bt ing a glo:s ancl  in i t i lL t iorr  into r l rc t ing c lcacl

1rr- t4r i r t ' t .  - \ la lk  ! ) :2 i i :  ' t ' t '  I -ang.  . \uLred ( ,ant t ' : .  l0 . r  ( , . l1)+ i l r .
'  Erocl  I  l : -1.{ i .
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of blasphemr'.i; \ou' that thc crinrc of Lrlasphernr- had beer-r erstab-
Iishecl dcfinit i i 'e1r'. the Ternpie authorit ics had litt lc diff lculn' harins

.Jesus ercctrtecl ltv orcler of the Rontan pt'rrc111n1,,r. Pontius Pilate.
orlr tcntative reconstrLlcticln visiblv dcparls frorn rrhat lvc find in

the gospcls. 
' I ' ir is 

clcpartLlrc can harclh' bc avoiclcd if uliat \\ 'c are
looking l irr is the trl le c.rlrrse of events. 

'I- l ie 
account in thc gospels

blcncls rcliuble infclrmation rr-ir ir lcgendrlrv urccretiors and shapes
thenr so that t l.rs' -speak rneaninelirl lr to Clhristians of the sccond or
third gcncration. \-cr. thclc are cnough historical fäcts that carn be
discc|necl in thc gosltel accoll l- lt o1- a "Last Suppcr" to suggcst some
kincl of introciuction o1' a uor' ritual. \- ierlccl ag'ainst the backglciurrd
of  . |esus '  or ig inal  endorsenre nt  ancl  cventnal  rc ject ion of  pr i r -ate
sacrif icc. l 'r is ritr-ral of breacl ancl u'inc nrakes scnse.

Lr the earlv ninetccnth celitun'. (l l 'rateatrbriancl in his celebratecl
Glnie du tltr i l t iorti.;nrc arsncd that "amonq all t l ie pcoples of the carth.
relisiou,s ceren.rorrics derir-e fiorn sacrif ice.' '  

jr i  
Stzrtcd in this \.cr\. sen-

cral uar'. Clhatear-rltr iand's claint rri l l  not cortr-incr. c()l l tenlporirry, slre-
cialists.  ̂ \s fär as flhristi:urirv is conccrnccl. hou'cr-cr. he has rnadc
a 'alid point. ln Clhristi:rnin'. ' ' les cörtlrn,nies rcligieuses sont nöes
clu sacrihcr'. ' '
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