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. du at th W .

o i i e West
m;vertenﬂ)’ caught up by the Japanese invasion of Hong Kong, he was ,_f:::la
,:wmed to the university at Chengdu (which he called Duliang ne

decided to stay on after some other Westerners had left.

Union University,
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The economic situation was l.:eginning to dominate eve
rice country, and the well-being of the people was indi
rice. A teacher eats about a bushel of rice every month, though a manual worker needs m
in 1939 it cost two Chinese dollars a bushel, but, as a result of the Japanese occupatiozr:;
part of China, it had risen to $45 before | left on my ill-fated trip to the coastin 194]. [Sewell
was caught up in the occupation of Hong Kong and interned throughout the war.] When |
returned to Duliang in 1947 it had risen to $50,000 a bushel, but already by the spring of the
following year it was $110,000. Paper money was almost worthless; we were most of us
milionaires, but quite unable to zope. We began to know the terror that comes from a
galloping inflation, the lack of secu:zy when money received on Friday has lost half its value
by Saturday, and is useless on Mor: 2..y. We knew, moreover, that there was no end in sight.
Dr David Fan, the President ¢ che University, was worried about his Chinese staff, as
indeed we all were. In his long yezrs of wise guidance he had never faced a problem like this.
Only the previous month, salaries had been doubled. Although they were linked to the cost
ofliving index, prices rose too quickly for the University to be able to keep up. When | asked
my Chinese colleagues in the Department of Chemistry how they were managing, they
looked blankly at one another. It was the youngest, Fu May-lan, who spoke up for all. ‘When |
Must have a new pair of shoes, my salary is sufficient to buy one shoe and then | must trust to
being able to buy the other shoe the following month’ — and the bitter laugh from all who
“ere gathered round the bench showed that they felt she had spoken well ... . "
In the days when students had paid their fees in silver, it was easy work for all; but wi
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be paid in kind; and special stores were built for the rice that

Scanned by CamScanner



UTION AND REFORM |
1919 - REVOL

CHINA SINCE

14

: infested with i "
way. But quality varied, and rice was soon Insects jf No
long distances away.

e ho were becoming i
cared for ... The military men, W g ric
d to get.
Rice was frequently har

o it up, storing it,and then selling ;%gain only whep, ﬂ:r Wt‘me thy |
others got poorer, were buying| ; d to provide rice at a nominal price fo, the SJ:NCQ,,%
much higher. The government agrke The students were given orders ¢ e d
eat; but even then there was tric “?;‘ans of bringing it to Duliang even if the distaCt et o
distances so great that there was no i iy
had been willing to give it ious, could stand it no longer. A demgp, |

At last the students, hungry anfl :nt:f:isée chat he had promised on eagie :::::tton "y |
planned to ask the Governor to glvfrom a distance. A thousand strong, they march:&a"d oy |
provide transport if it hz-;d to come or, placards lifted high, flags flying, ang slogans 1 thy w
headquarters of the M“ltathG:;Zm : Shoqu |
o ;cl:ices t::;;u;::(i?eﬁr;v:heosquare. where all was hushed. Then, ata gi"en_SignaL h“ndrEd |
of soI:iZt:s and police, who had been hidden round ;bou:; rar::l ou:jb;a ndls‘:‘ing Sticks an; i

i Those students whom they caught they bound and drove Indoory, G |
caTyng rope;. nd injured, but many escaped. The captured students were Whippeg Me |
:eo:il;’::‘tpflreee? ;ui som]e were confined overnight and kept without food yng; they w::: |
released. When they straggled back to the campus, President |Farr\l was there to Meet the, : !
tears streaming down his face with emotion that students should have been treated iy Such 1
man'r?\i';the tide was turned. The situation was never the same again, ‘Others haye shed the;,
blood. What about you?’ was the question in blazing red charactfers that screameq from the |
walls of every building at Jen Dah. The Military Governor had kindled a torch, |

Liu Lo-lah had shed blood — at least just a trifle. She and Min-lah had boy
procession. Next day she had knocked at my door. | saw her face Pressing against the glass ag |
| went to open. ‘Shien-sen’, she cried, ‘look what they have done’, and, turning, she lifted her
gown to show the red weals behind both her knees. They were the sign ofa change in her [fe @
| saw them again and again until they had faded, leaving no discernable mark, though thesear |
on her soul increased until it consumed her-. \

‘Now | have hate’, she spoke the words deliberateiy und so low that | could hardly hear |
them. ‘Only those with great hate can have great love'.

- “he told of her longing to love with
ever greater intensity the poor of the land, the ignorar: teasants, and all to whom privilege s \

h been in the

denied. ‘And the Chinese women especially | would love’, she told me. ‘You have heard from
my brother of our misery. We are not born just for ourselves, but for the multitude who |

e suffered, the agonies and the humiliz |
Y are suffering now, as my mother suffered, and her mother's

mother. But now is the time: now is the change. If we fail now, if we are weak, the chance wil

be lost, and misery will continue to my daughter, and my daughter’s daughter. | am uneasy

and ashamed that my home

’s rich; but | must become one of the people. | must hate what
they hate; love what they love’ ..
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m:nunist army enters Nanjing, April 1949
—_—

Seymour Topping, a reporter with Associated Press
. the upheaval of the civil war, most liberal students chose the Communi
DIRG asict dication, and repelled by the corrupti T P aractad
by their asceticism and de i ‘I% Y the corruption and police brutality of the
Kuomintang. Thou§ands went into the i erated areas’ to vYo.rk for the Communist cause
without any prior intellectual comm!tment to 'Marxusm—Lemmsm. The students whom the
Communist troops met.on the mormng.of April ?4 near t'he Northwest Gate had elected to
remain in the Nationalist areas, to continue their s.cl?oolmg and agitate for peace and good
government from within. This was not enough to elicit the trust of the Communists. Several
weeks after the Communist entry, | 'saw a column of thousands of students escorted by
soldiers being marched down to the river to strengthen the dykes against the spring floods.
The students were being indoctrinated not only through political lectures by army commis-
sars but also by participation in manual labor, from which the classical tradition exempted
intellectuals and to which they were not accustomed. The Party would be ready to greet
d the ideological tests.
mo‘ls';:’ ::I?I;s:ntry of the Cgomm unist army was marred by in incident at [US Ambassador]
Swart's residence. At 6.30 a.m., i Z peasant soldiers sightseeing round the big city chanc:q on
the embassy, forced the night g« “eeper to open the iron gate's. and several i::lunder:e1 into
the ambassador’s bedroom, awz2ning the 72 year old envoy. W_ho are you! What : 3‘ y:‘u
want! the Ambassador shouted. The armed soldiers left muttering and rer.urne: v,:: e
others, one of them explaining that they were simply looking round aw m;ant n: r::kh;;the
The incident was widely publicized after the embassy reported to Washington,
Communists appear provoclative afnd. beIIiger.e;:t h Communise soldiers 3t the nssilated
|, too, became involved in an incident with the e ered my office s
Press House. Upon my return from the Northwest G_ate. three sober T et Pointedly
| sat at a typewriter. They were accompanied b){ Ll:l, m);1 nlll'f:‘ds o ages to the Unie q
addressing themselves to Liu, they asked what I dlud. Oh.. e Tg O Faance of our gUESS
States,’ Liu said casually, not seeing he was arousing the |de: sfs oty of Liv. My cpirts
‘What does he say in these messages!’ the SPOk‘:-'sma" a.sdk.e Wit'l: fixed bayonets, the dele-
s L peglec e reprireiabouk everything Thet . lt.surrounded by sentries. | could
Btion marched out, and within a few minutes the house ;Va: o ot the Cara dian Embassy)
"ot leave, nor could my cook go to the market for food. Ro

: lephoned
th d wire fence. | te
hearing of my plight, delivered food packages chrough the barbe
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