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DT While there iz a separate section in the Reads; focusing on the concept of landscape itself, we includa
this selaction from W.G. Hoskins's famous The Making of the English Landscape (1958) hera in order 1o
- recognize the imporance of landscape history, a fisld of study that was not central to cultural geography in
a Britain yot which deserves a place in the fisld's history nevertheless, particularly due to its affinity with the

work of Carl Sauer and many of hig studentz in the United States (see p. 96). Hoskins's wark reminds us
o of Sauer's idless of "landscape morphology,” which suggested a deaply historical approach to the studly of
‘ -f"f"" ‘ landscapes. And like Sauer, Hoskins's work betrayed an attituda that was ganerally consarvative and con-
cermed to describe the landscape changas associaled with industrialization and urbanization. But Heskins
was perhaps somewhat more explicit than Sauer in accounting for these changes with an aesthetic aye. Ha
wrote, for example, that "Since the last years of the ninatesnth century .’ . and especially since the year 1914,
every single change in the English landscape has sither uglified it or destroyed its meaning, or both."

Yet there are other mors imporant differences betwean Moskins and Sauer, Whersas Saver was con-
Gerned to cemant landscape motphology as the foundation of a scientifically legitimate academic discipfine,
Hoskins saw landscape as a text from which to read the past. Trainad in history, Hosking wrote histoty by
obearving the landscape. Perhaps the closer American compaiigon with Heskine would be 1.B. Jackson'a
vernacular landscape eszays (see pp. 53 and 220). But, again, our task here is less to analyre Hosking's
conception of landscape, and more to situate him within the broader social and historical context of late indus-
trial development. In this ragard, Hoskine's folk-sultural or vernacular proclivities found echoes in the work of
other scholars whosa work is included or referenced i this section, particularly H.J, Fleure, Estyn Evana, Patrigk
Geddes, and Pauwl Vidal de la Blache. And fike theae schofars, Hoskins's work wes also engaged in a broader
Political project of nation building. The Making of tha English Landscape could be read as a kind of guide-
book for the lay geographer—traveler, a key to the clues, imbedded in the landscapa, that together narrated -
the history of England as a nation. Near the beginning of the book, Hosking wrotg, “What | have done is to
take the landscape of England as it appears today, and to explain as far az 1 am able how it game to assume
ite present form, how the details came to be inserted and whan. At all points | have tried to relate my explana-
tion to the things that can be seen today by any curious and intelligent traveller going around his native
land.” Thus, while his work reads as a fascinating histary unveiled by rich landscape desctiption, there are
Pasgages in the selection below where Hosking sounds more like an art critic examining & series of paintings,
He deseribes the landacape, in other words, with the scrutiny of a particular point of view,
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W.G3. Hosking (1908-1992) was, beginning in 1931, Lacturer in Commerce and then Reader in English
Local History at Univarsity College, Leicester. In 1952 he became Reader in Economic History at Oxford, and
in 1965 was appointed Hatton Professor of English History at the University of Leicester. Beyond the academy,
ha was very active in local history and praservation work, serving on local history committess and county archives.
In 1976 Hoskina wrote and presented the BBC telavision series The Landscape of England.

By far his most well known werk is The Making of the English Landscape. It has long been a standard
text in Jocal history, and the baok's introductory passage outlining a thousand years of English history encap-
sulated in the view of Steepie Barton from Moskins's study windaw has becoma the definitive introduction to
the field of fandseape history. Yet Hoskins was a prolific writer and published dozens of books and essays
on landscape history, including The Midland Peasant (1957), Local History in England (1969), Two Thousand
Years in Exeter (1960}, His work has remained influential among vernacular and landscape historians, and
in the fields of landzcape design and architecture. [t remains worth painting out, however, that the bulk of
his influence has been felt outside of academic geography. This is perhaps unfortunate, given the obvioug
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intellectual correlations between Hoskins and soma of the key figures in cultural geography.

T

THE EARLY INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE

England was still & peaceful agricultural country
at the beginning of the seventeenth century.
Though she was passing through what has been
called her fivst industrial revolution, there was as
yet liitle to show for it in the landscape, Quarries
and coal-pits were numerous in certain localities,
salt-worlks and glassworks were flourishing, the
cloth industry was growing; hut so far as the vis-
ible signs upon the face of the country were con-
cerned it was all a rnere scratching on the surface,
Neither Leland nor Camden has much to say
about industry in England; and there was nothing
that could be specifically ealled an industrial
landscape. Perhaps the multitude of coal-pits
near the Tyne were beginning to wear that look,
and Camden observed in the 15805 that Sussex
‘is full of iron mines, all over it; for the casting of
which there are furnaces up and down the coun-
try, and abundance of wood is yearly spent; many
streams are drawn into one channel, and a great
deal of meadow ground is turned into ponds and
pools for the driving of mills by the flashes, which,
beating with hammers upon the iron, fill the neigh-
bourhood round abeut it, night and day with con-
tinual noise’. The iron industry, centred in the
Wealden woods, was steadily changing the face
of the landscape in this region from the middle
of the sixteenth century onwards, and a good
deal remains to be seen by the historically minded
traveller,

By the end of the seventeenth century the indu-
strial landscape was much more evident. Yarranton
in 1677 thought there were more people within a
radiug of ten miles of Dudley, and ‘more money
returned in a year', than in the whole of four
Midland farming counties. This was pretty cer-
tainly an exaggeration, but it shows unmistakably
that the Biack Country (though this name had yet
to be invented) was in process of creation.

The early industrial landscapes differed essen-
tially from those that developed with steam-
power. They showed a thick scattering of settlament,
of cottages and small farmhouses dotted about
all over the place, and a corresponding splitting
up of fields into small crofts and paddecks, It
was a 'busy’ landscape, full of detsil and move-
ment, like one of Breughel's paintings, not s
massive conglomeration of factories and slums.
The Black Country in its early days was still
country, ‘a countryside in course of becoming
industrialized; more and more a strung-out web of
iron-working villages, market-towns next door to
collieries, heaths and wastes gradually and very
slowly being covered by the cottages of nailers and
other persons earrying on industrial occupations
in rural surroundings’ [W.H.B, Court, The Rise of
the Midland Industries, 1600-1838, 1938, p. 22].
The typical figure was that of the craftsman-farmer,
combining, say, a smithy with a smallholding, liv-
ing in his own small balanced economy; hence the
minuteness of the detail in the picture. One still finda
traces of this kind of landscape on the fringes of
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the Black Country, as for example in the hamlet
of Lower Gomal, in the hillz to the north-west of
Dudley,

Defoe gives us a splendid picture of an indus-
trial landscape in the time of Queen Anne or
shortly after. It is the landscape of the cloth indus-
try in the neighbourhood of Halifax before the
revolutionary changes brought about by the inven-
tion of power-driven machinery:

The nearer we came to Hallifax, we found the
houses thicker, and the villages greater in every
bottom; and not only so, but the sides of the hills,
which were very steep every way, were spread
with houses, and that very thick: for the land
being divided into small enclosures, that is to
say, from two acres to six or seven acres each,
seldom more; every three or four pieces of
land had a house belonging to it

... This divigion of the land into small pieces,
and the scattering of the dwellings, was occa-
sioned by, and done for the convenience of the
business which the people were generally
employ'd in . .

This particular landscape had its orgin in two
sources — the autcropping of coal, and the presence
of running water everywhere, even on the tops of
the hills, Wherever Defoe passed a house he found
a little rill of running water.

If the house was above the road, it came from
it, and eross’d the way to run to another: if the
house was below us, it cross'd us from some
other distant house above it, and at BVEry con-
siderable house was a manufactory or work-
house, and as they could not do their business
without water, the little streams were so parted
and guided by gutters and pipes, and by turn-
ing and dividing the streams, that none of those
houses were without a river, if I may call it 5o,
rurning into and through their work-houses,

The coal-pits near the tops of the hills were

Worked in preference to those lower down, for

Various reasons. The coal was easier to Ccome at,
Water presented less of a drainage problem, and

" e pack horses could go up light and come down

Lad@n. Every clothier kept a horse or two, to carry

_ 5 coal from the pit, to fetch home his wool and
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his provisions from the market, to take his yarn to
the weavers, his cloth to the fulling-mill and finally
to the cloth market to be sold. He aize kept two
or three cows for the sustenance of the family, and
$0 required two, three, or four pieces of enclosed
land around his house.

Having thus fire and water at every dwelling,
there is no need to enguire why they dwell thus
dispers'd upon the highest hills. .. . Among the
manufacturers houses are likewise scattered an
infinite number of cottages or small dwellings,
in which dwell the workmen which are employed,
the women and children of whom are always
busy carding, spinning, & ¢. so that no hands
being unemploy'd, all can gain their bread,
even from the youngest to the ancient; hardly
any thing above four years old, but its hands are
sufficient to itself. . ., After we had mounted the
third hill, we found the country one continued
village, tho' mountainous every way, as befora:
hardly a house standing out of a speaking dis-
tance from another, and . .. we could see that
almost at every house there was a tenter, and
almost on every tenter a piece of cloth, or kersie,
or shalloon, for they are three articles of that
country’s labour, frorn which the sun glancing,
and, as [ may say, shining (the white reflecting
its rays) to us, | thought it was the most agree-
able sight that [ ever saw, for the hills, as [ say,
rising and falling so thick, and the valleys open-
ing sometimes one way, sometimes another, 50
that sometimes we could see two or three miles
this way, sometimes as far another; sometimes
lilze the streets near St Giles's, called the Seven
Dials; we could see through the glades almost
every way round us, yet look which way we
waould, high to the tops, and low to the bottoms,
it wae all the same; innumerable houges and ten-
ters, and a white piece upon every tenter.

[...]

WATER-POWER AND THE EARLY MILLS

Early inventions in most industries — except in
those requiring large amounts of fixed capital, like
the iron industry — benefited the small man, or at
least kept him in business. Kay's flying shuttle
(1733) and Hargreaves's spinning jenny (1767)
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because here 5 tapid stream entered the broad nay-

textile industry without competling them to enter  igable waterway of the Severn. Water was nesdeg gﬁ;
mills or factaries. Not until the application of water-  in the iron industry both for power and for the trang. oy
power to machinery, and a consequent great por_t of heavy materials. It was not long before the Adﬁ
increase in the sfze of machines, do wa begin to ravishing of this scene attracted the lament of i G
see the large factory as an element in the landscape,  the poets. Anna Seward, ‘The Swan of Lichfeld’, '_'jﬁj As
Before that time the largest unit of production was  moumed over *Coalbrock Dale’ in a poem written & M-"-': )
. what Deefoe calls in Yorkshire the ‘work-house'. But  about 1785- x@; Ojl“g
the great revolution was an its way. i% ;r;,t_,e',‘;
The first true factory built in England was the Scene of superflucus grace, and wagtag bloom, 3% ;_ The
silk mill built for John and Thorrtas Lombe at Derby O, vivlated Colebrook! in an houyr. };E dnd
in 1718~22. It was five or six storeys high, employed To beauty unpropitions and to Jong, 'i 1 PrepQ
three hundred men, and was driven by the water- The Genius of thy shades, by Plutus brip d, ;}% Brea
power of the river Derwent, [t was, as Mantoux says, Amid thy grassy lanes, thy wildwood glens. }f? ,‘ And .
in every respect a modern factory, with automatic Thy knolls and bubbling wells, thy rocks, and straams, ﬂ*; O he
tools, continuous and unlimited production, and spe- Slumbers! — while tribes Juliginous invade § That
clalized functions for the operatives. Within fifty The soft, romantic, consecrated scenes. ., K A loc
years there were several silk factories employing Disgo
four hundred to eight hundred persons, but the silk Some ten years earlier, Arthur Young had '.2:};' And
industry was of secondary importance and did not already noted the discord between the natural b 4 ﬁ'e:s
initiate the factory systermn, It was when power  beauty of the landscape and what man had done ?r A&d i
reached the cotton, woollen, and iron industdes that  to it, but he saw, too - and painters also were on 4 That ,
the face of the country really began to change on  the verge of seeing it — that an unrestrained indys- \éu ' Glare:
a large scale, and that was not until the 1770s. tral landscape has a considerable element of ‘;;‘ Amon
Matthew Boulton opened his great Soho factory, sublimity about it. “That variety of horrors art has i Mothe
in the still unravished country outside Birmingham, spread at the hattom [of Coalbrookdale); the noise j _ Enter
in 1765, and shortly afterwards began tha manu- of the forges, mills, etc., with all their vast machin- =, Withiy
facture of steam engines. Wedgwood's new large ety, the flames bursting from the furnaces with the = % To Co
factory at Etrurla in the Potteries was opened in  burning of the coal and the smoak of the lime kilng, Perper
1769. Richard Arkwright, the greatest of the new are altogether sublime,’
industrial capitalists, erected his first spinning The scale of the new industries brought about
mill, worked by horses, at Nottingharn in 1768, but  a number of visual changes, some of them unex- In the
his second factory, built on a much larger seale  pected. The large sums of fixed capital sunk in the scape lay
at Cromford on the Derwent in 1771, was driven factory buildings and the machinery, and the fact tomparaf
by water power. In the 1760s, too, the Darbys  that water-power, unlike human labour, needed thickest g
enlarged their ironworks at Coalbrookdale in  no rest, dermnanded that the new buildings be used in the
Shropshire to the largest works of any kind in the by night as well as by day. Shifts of labour were mills, gor
kingdorn, With these four large-scale factoties, the therefore organized, and these rafl fortress-like : wnlike th
creation of the modern industrial landseape may be  structures were lit from top to bottom at night, and Around ]
5aid to have begun. presented something new and dramatic to those who the worl;
The new mills, factories and works tended to be had the leisure to stay outside and conternplate as thougt
in more or less remote places, partly because of the it with detachment. So we gét Joseph Wright of % without 3
need to be near a falling streamn for the supply of Derby as early as 1780 painting Arkwright's cot- ’ congestion
power, and later to escape too close an inspection  ton mi]l by night - ders of tiny yellow lights in the ) at the mo
and regulation of their uninhibited activities, One  immemorial country darkness of the Derwent | mill, Are
finds these early mills therefore, often windowless  valley, the isolated forerunner of those tremend- ” where it w
and deserted today, in the upper reaches of the ous galaxies of light that one now sees fram the j cotton i
moarland valleys on either side of the Fennines.  Pennine Moors after sundowry, river Tam
Coalbrookdale, then a romantically beautiful valley, In the eighth book of The Excursion, Word- 4 the 17903

was chosen by the Darbys for their ironworks sworth sees the other side of thig romantic seene: Charlestos
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When soothing darkness spreads

O'er hill and vale, and the punctual stars,

While all things else gre gathering to their homes,
Advance, and in the firmament of heaven

Glitter — but undisturbing, undisturbed:

As if their silent company were charged

With peaceful admonitions for the heart

QF afl-beholding Man, earth’s thoughtful ford:
Then, in full many a region, once like this

The assured domain of calm simplicity

And penstve quiet, an unnatural light

Prepared for never-resting labour's eyes

Breuks from a many-windowed fabric huge;
And at the appointed hour a bell is heard,

Of harsher import than the curfew-knol!

That spake the Norman Congueror's stem behest —
A locel summons to uncegsing toil!

Disgorged are now the Ministers of day:

And, as they issue from the ilumined pile,

A fresh band meers them, at the crowded door —
And int the courts — and where the rumbling stream,
That tyms the multitude of dizzy wheels,

Clares, like a troubled spiri, in ifs bed,
Armong the rock below, Men, maidens, youths,
Mother and little children, bays and girls,
Enter, and each the wonted task resumes

Within kis temple, where is offered up

To Gain, the master idol of the realm,
Perpetual sacrifice,

[...]

In the textile districts the new industrial land-
scape lay in the valley bottoms, which had been
tomparatively ignored in Defoe’s day, when the
thickest settlement was on the hillside. Now, down
i the bottoms, arose the new many-stareyed
mills, some of them handsome buildings not too
unlike the plain country houses of the time.
Around them grew up short streets of cottages for
the workpeople, nun up so quickly that they look
as though they were planted fat on the surface,
without any foundations; but still there was no
congestion. The water-power age produced hamiets,
at the most small villages, gathered around a new
mill. Around Ashton-under-Lyne, for example,
where it was reckoned there were nearly a hundred
totton mills within a ten-mile radius ~ all on the
fiver Tame or its tributaries — we find hamiets in
the 1790z with the significant names of Boston,
Charlestown and Botany Bay,

6136203303 F.
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[...]

The Derwent valley, which exemplifies along its
boitom so much industrial history of the water-
power age, attracted large mills from the beginning
by reason of its fast-flowing river: but not every-
one admired the result as Wright of Derby did.
Uvedale Price in his Essays on the Ficturesque
{1810} observed:

When I consider the striking natural beauties of
such a river as that at Matlock, and the effect
of the seven-storey buildings that have been
raised there, and on other beautifial streams, for
cotton manufactories, I am inclined to think
that nothing can equal them for the purpose of
disbeautifying an enchanting piece of sCenery:
and that economy had produced, what the
greatest ingenuity, if a prize were given for ugli-
hess, could not surpass.

Mills arose in the remote valleys below the moors,
and hamlets and villages quickly clustered around
them. But established towns too were advancing
over the surrounding fields. Trees and hedges
Wwere forn up, red-brick or grit-stone streets, short
and straight, multiplied every year, even before the
age of steam: Sheffeld, Birrningham, Liverpool,
Manchester, all were on the move. According to
Langford, ‘The traveller whe visits [Birmingham]
once in six months supposes himself well acqu-
ainted with her, but he may chance to find a
street of houges in the autumn, where he saw
his horse at grass in the spring.’ The population
of the town doubled in the last forty years of the
eighteenth century (35,000 people in 1760; 73,000
in 1801), but it was as yet far from being the
dark and horrible landscape that it eventually
became. Even in the early years of the nineteenth
centuwry the middle-class streets had ‘prospects’
of the country and the older working-class houses
at least still had gardens. The dirt and over-
crowding came with the steam age in the nineteenth
century,

Sheffield, on the other hand, was *very populous
and large' in Queen Anpe's time when Defoe
traversed it, and its houses were already “dark and
black' from the smoke of the forges. Two genera-
tions later the population had trebled and the pal!
of industrial smoke had become permanent. As Anna
Seward saw it
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Grint Wolverhamptan fighis ker smouidering fires.
And Sheifeld, smpke-invol d; dir where she stads
Circled by lofty mountams, which conclense

Her dork and spiral wreaths to drizaing rains
Fregquent and sullied . . .

In Lancashire and the Potteries the worst had

“gtill to come. Chorley was, when Aikin wrote

(1795), ‘a small, neat market town’ with its dver
flowing through a pleasant valley, turning ‘severat
mills, engines and machines’, [t possessed the first
water-driven factory to he erected in Lancashire
(1777). Preston was ‘a handsome well-built town,
with broad regular streets, and many good houses.
The earl of Derby has a large modem mansion in
it. The place is rendered gay by assemblies and other
places of amusement, suited to the gentee! style of
the inhabitants’ Aikin notes that the cotton indus-
try had just come to the town. In the south of the
county what was to be the most appalling town of
all - 5t Helenz — was just beginning to dafile its sur-
roundings. The British Plate Glass Manufactory
had been erected at Ravenhead, near the villaga
in 1773, and other glassworks followed. And about
the year 1780 ‘a most extensive copper-work’ was
erected to smelt and refine the ore from Paris
mountain in Anglesey. The atrnosphere was being
poisoned, every green thing blighted, and every
stream fouled with chemical furnes and waste, Here,
and in the Potteries and the Black Country especi-
ally, the landscape of Hell was foreshadowed,

STEAM-PCGWER AND SLUMS

[-..]
We are not concerned here with the general
effects upon industry and the English economy of
the use of steam-power, but with its visible effects
upon the landseape, and these are now ohvious
enough. Steam-power meant a new and intense con-
centration of large-scale industry and of the
labour-force to man it. It meant that manufactur-
ers no longer needed to seek their power where
there was fast-running water, especially in the
higher reaches of lonely dales, but found it near the
canals which brought ceal to them cheaply, or
directly upon the coalfields themselves. So emerged
what Wordsworth called ‘social Industry’. No
longer need they go out into the wilderness and

6136203303
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create a village or a hamlet to house their laboyr
Manufacturers ran up their mills, factories and works
on the edge of existing towns, and their workers
were housed in streets of terrace-houses buii
rapidly on the vacant ground all around the factory.

Industry spread over the lowerlying parts of the
towns, leaving the hills for the residences of the wal.
to-do, but this was not a conscious piece of ‘zon-
ing. Large-scale industries in pit-railway days
necded canal-side sites both for bringing in their
coal and other raw materiais and for taking away
their heavy products. Thua they chose the Hatter
and lower ground where the canals lay. Moreover,
it was the low-lying areas that were vacant when
the industrialists sppeared on the scene, for earlier
generations had wisely avoided building on them
wherever they could. The sites were there waiting,
And again, it was easier and cheaper to build on 3
Hat site than on a hillside. As a consequence most
of the new streets of working-class housex wers
also built on land that presented difficult drainage
problems (not that anyone except the victims gave
much thought te this), and the sanitary conditions
soon became appalling, The slums were born. The
word slum, first used in the 1820s, has its origin
in the old provincial ward slump, meaning ‘wet
mire’. The word slgm in Low German, Danish and
Swedish, means ‘mire’: and that roughly described
the dreadful state of the streets and courtyards on
these undrained sites. It need hardly be said that
the industrialist of the Steam Age did not build his
own house near the works, as the country factory
owners had done. He went to dwell on the ‘resid-
ential heights' and walked down to the mill each
day.

But there is more meaning in the word sium
than simply a foul sireet or yard: it denotes also a
certain quality of housing. In the early nineteenth
century the quality of working-clazz houses, as
structures, deteriorated rapidly, The industrialisie of
the water-power age, our in the open country, had
put up houses for their workpeople — as at Cromford,
Mellor and Styal, where many of them may still be
seen — which were, in Professor Ashton’s words, ‘not
wanting in amenity and comfort’ [The Industrial
Revolution, 1760-1830, 1948, p. 160] and even pos-
sesyed a certain quality of design and praportion.
These decent working-class houses were put up in
the 1770s and 1780s, where land was cheap and
when building materials were plentiful, wages ir the
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16:62 Carleton University

building trades relatively low, and money relat-
ively cheap,

With the outbreak of twenty vears' war in 1793,
the price of materials and wages in the building
trades both began to rise steadily, Interest rates, too,
increased and remained high for a generation,
Sinee at least two-thirds of the rent of 5 house con-
sists of interest charges, the rise in interest rates
alone was sufficient to bring about a drastic reduc-
tion in the size and quality of warking-class houses
in order to preserve an ‘economic rent', Further,
land inside the older towns was acquiring a
scarcity value, above all in the towns that WEere sur-
rounded by open fields, 2o that they could not grow
outwards, and a steady rise in the price of land
for building was added to the rise in the price of
berrowed money, Possibly, too, the buiiding trade
was invaded by a new class of speculator who made
conditions even worse than they need have been
by extracting high profits out of the unprecedented
demand for cheap houses. No one has studied this
particular class of parasite, how he worked, or
what fortunes he rnade. Ong often wonders in what
opulence his descendants live today forgetful, or
perhaps imorant, of the orgin of their wealth,
Their forebears would make a fruitful study,

Bad materials and fewer of them, and bad
workmanship, reduced the costs af building, Houzes
Tun up in the courts of Birminigharn in the 18203
and 1830s cost £60 each to build. Birmingham
Specialized in close, dark and filthy courtyards;
there were over two thousand of these in the town
in the 18305, and many of their houses were huilt
back to back in order to get the maximum num-
ber on to each expensive acre. The iocal medical
men did not object, but rather commended them
for their cheapness. At first some of them had a
deceptive brightness, but their abominable quality
5000 revealed itself and decay rapidly set in,
Decent people moved out if they could, and the
borm-squalid moved in: the swamp of the shums
fpread a few years behind the speculative builder
Sverywhere,

Open spaces inside the older towns vanished
Tapidly, The last remnant of Birmingham Heath was
®nclosed in 1799, and was built over forthwith
With sight new streets, Frecisely the same thing was
happening around the Lancashire towns also,
Where the ancient commons were enclosed and
grabbed by the private speculator for building, as
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at Oldharn, Only Preston managed to save its
commons from the vultures, and to transform
some of them eventually into public parks.

Not onily the commons but the large gardens of
the eighteenth-century bourgeoisie disappeareq
under bricks and mortar. The houge of Baskerville,
the eminent Birmingham Printer, was sold in 1788
and the seven acres of land that surrounded it
were advertised as ‘a very desirable 5pot to build
upon’. In these older towns, too, the large houses
of the middle class were divided mto tensments
to house the swarming population, and factories
and warehouses went up on their gardens angd
orehards, Slawly the other features of the industrial
towns were added: Anglican churches, Noneon-
formist chapels, schools and public houses. Public
parks came in the 18405, and public libraries a
few years later; later atil] perhaps the prandiose
Town Hall, by no means always to be despised as
architecture.

Entirely new towns grew out of hamlets in the
industrial north and Midlands. The germ of
Middlesbrough was a single farmhouse near the
banks of the unsullied Tees in 1830: by 1880 it
Wwas a town of more than fifty thousand people.
Barrow-in-Furness, too, sprang from a single
house, grew inio a fishing village of about three
hundred peaple by the 1840s, and by 1878 was »
town of forty thousand. South Shields, St Helens
and Birkenhead ail shot up quickly during the first
half of the nineteenth tentury. ‘Meanwhile,’ said
Wordsworth in The Excursion (1814):

Mearwhite ar socigl Indusiry’s command,

How quick, how vast an increqset From the germ
Of some poor hamiet, ragidly produced

Here @ huge town, continyous qne compact,
Hiding the face of earth Jor lecgues — and there,
Where not @ habitation stood before,

Abodes of men irregudarly massed

Like trees in forests, — spread through spacious tracts,
O'er which the smoke of unrepritting firs

Hongs permanent, and blentiful as wrearhs

Of vapour glittering in the morning sun.

And, wheresoe'er the traveller tums hic SIEPS,

He sees the barren wildemess erased,

Or disuppearing . .

Nor was the industrial landscape represented
Solely in the grear towns, for between them
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