FEATURES OF THIS DICTIONARY
EFFHRHOEFH

Below is a description of the principal features of this dictionary, with
emphasis on how they are useful to the learner. See the Introduction
on p. 17a for a discussion of dictionary aims. To derive maximum
benefit from the dictionary, consult also the Guide to the Dictionary on
p. 35a, which describes the entry format in detail and supplements the

information here.

1 LEARNER'S DICTIONARY

The primary aim of this dictionary is to serve
as an effective learner's dictionary, as a power-
ful learning aid that promotes understanding
and stimulates a desire to learn. It incorpo-
rates most of the features of its parent work,
the New Japanese-English Character Diction-
ary, as well as some new and unique features
that enable the learner to gain an in-depth,
systematic understanding of character mean-
ings. The most important of these are de-
scribed below.

1.1 Core Meaning

A striking feature of this dictionary is the
presentation of a core meaning for each entry
character. This is a concise keyword that
provides a clear grasp of the central or most
fundamental concept that links the principal
senses of a character into a single conceptual
unit.

Consider ke£#, one of the core meanings of &:

P KEEP
@ cause to remain in a given place or condition:
@ |[original meaning) x:¢» in place, keep from
moving, keep in position
© w«xevin custody, detain
@ 1ceo for future use, leave behind

By grasping that the central concept repre-
sented by B is weep, it is immediately clear
that such seemingly unrelated ideas as “pay
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attention to” and “detain” are merely variants
of the same basic concept. The core meaning
thus integrates widely differing senses into a
single conceptual unit,

The core meaning is useful to the learner in
five ways:

1. It serves as a concise keyword that conveys
the character's most fundamental meaning,

2, It acts as the central pivot that links the
principal meanings of a character to each
other.

3. It provides an instant grasp of the meaning
and function of the character as a word-
building element,

4. It helps illustrate the differences and simi-
larities between kun homophones and eas-
ily confused characters.

5. It is easy to memorize, since it conveys a
character's meaning as a concise thought

package.

A brief glance at the character meanings
makes the above relationships clear, thanks to
the use of meo camraLs both for the core
meanings and for the core words (words in a
character meaning that match a core meaning).
This is a new feature not found in any other
dictionary.

The core meaning is unique to the NJECD and
the Kanji Integrated Tools (KIT). Since it

functions as a concentrated thought package
that appeals to the learner's powers of asso-
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ciation, it is widely praised by students and
educators as an effective learning aid.

1.2 In-depth Meanings

A central feature of this dictionary is the in-
depth manner in which it treats meaning. Not
only are the character meanings clear, com-
plete, and accurate, but they include meanings
found only in KIT dictionaries.

The principal features that contribute to clar-
ity of meaning are:

1. The core meaning,

2. Clear and accurate character meanings.

3. The ordering of senses in a manner that
shows their interrelatedness.

4. Numerous illustrative compounds,

The precisely worded character meanings are
presented in a manner that shows exactly how
each character is used as a word element, and
how the hundreds of thousands of compound
words in Japanese can be generated from a
stock of a few thousand building blocks.

1.3 Interrelatedness

To provide the learner with a clear under-
standing of character meaning, the meanings
are presented in a manner that shows the
interrelatedness between individual senses.
Four features achieve this aim:

1. The red core words make the relation
between senses instantly obvious.

2. The senses are ordered in a manner that
shows their interrelatedness.

3. The sense division numbers establish a
logical hierarchy between character senses.

4. The explanatory glosses (e.g. “(of a vehi-
cle)”) show how the senses differ from one
another, while the supplementary glosses
(e.g. “—said esp. of God") provide addi-
tional discrimination.

Together these features help integrate the
senses so that they can be perceived as a struc-
tured unit, rather than as an arbitrary list, as

shown on the right.

1.4 Order of Senses

Unlike traditional dictionaries, which usually
order senses chronologically, this dictionary
present the senses in a cogent order that
shows their interrelatedness. The core mean-
ing serves as the basis of organization, and the
various senses are grouped around it in clus-
ters so that they can be perceived as a logically
structured, psychologically integrated unit.

i, for example, has several distinct senses, but
they are clustered around the core word xeer
in a way that shows their differences and
similarities, greatly reducing the burden of
memorization. If the senses were arranged as
shown in the left column below, they would
appear to be an arbitrary list, rather than as a
structured unit.

Arbitrary List Expansion from Core
© keep from moving  KEEP in place

© detain KEEP in custody

@ leave behind wiep for future use

1.5 Degree of Importance

The degree of importance of each sense is
indicated by typographical differences and
labels for three levels of study (see p. 41a).

1.6 Compounds and Examples

The meanings of each character are normally
illustrated by numerous high-frequency com-
pounds that provide useful examples of each
sense. All the compounds needed for the
intermediate level, and numerous compounds
for the advanced level, are given.

Unlike other dictionaries, the compounds are
classified by meaning in a way that clearly
shows how they are formed from their con-
stituent parts, which makes it easy to infer the
meanings of unlisted compounds.

A new feature of this dictionary is the sub-
sense indicators, which are tiny letters that
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show the beginning of a new subsense group
in the compounds list. This makes it obvious
how the entry character contributes its mean-
ing to each compound.

2 READER'S DICTIONARY

The student learning how to read contempo-
rary Japanese faces several difficulties, such as
the need to identify more than 2000 characters,
many of which have complex shapes, as well as
the need to learn their thousands of readings
and meanings. Moreover, numerous charac-
ters have multiple readings and meanings, and
there is no reliable way to determine which
one applies in a particular instance.

In addition to being a learner's dictionary, this
dictionary also has been designed as a reader’s
dictionary. The various features described
below enable the reader to locate the readings
and meanings of unknown characters and
compounds with little effort.

2.1 Efficient Indexing System

The lack of an efficient scheme for ordering
kanji has long been a source of frustration to
learners and native speakers alike. Looking up
characters by traditional radicals, or by most
alternative systems, is both laborious and
unreliable.

A major feature of this dictionary, unique to
KIT dictionaries, is the speed and facility with
which entries can be looked up. The System of
Kanji Indexing by Patterns (SKIP) classifies
each character under four easy-to-identify
geometrical patterns: I1 left-right, M2
up-down, O3 enclosure, and M4 solid.
Within each group the characters are further
subdivided to achieve maximum access speed.

Designed for efficiency and ease of use, SKIP
enables the user to locate entries as quickly
and as accurately as in alphabetical dictionar-
ies. Since the system can be learned by begin-
ners in a short time, many Japanese language
educators consider it an important advance in

27a

kanji lexicography, and a growing number of
electronic dictionaries have implemented it as
part of their retrieval systems.

2.2 Five Lookup Methods
To assure maximum convenience to the user,
this dictionary provides a choice of five meth-
ods of looking up characters:

1. The Pattern Index allows characters to be
quickly located from their SKIP numbers.

2. The Scan Method is a shortcut for locating
some characters almost instantly.

3. The On-Kun Index lists the characters
alphabetically by both their on and kun
readings.

4. The Radical Index lists the characters by
their traditional radicals.

5. The Direct Method allows characters to be
located without using any index.

2.3 System of Guides

The various guides in the margins of the page
have been carefully designed to facilitate the
speedy location of entry characters.

2.4 Character Readings

Seven kinds of readings are given: principal
readings, on readings, kun readings, special
readings, unapproved readings, other readings,
and name readings. The readings are given in
romanized transcription, with parentheses
indicating okurigana endings. Unapproved
readings are given only when they are suffi-
ciently important to learners.

2.5 Importance of Readings

The relative importance of readings is shown
by various typographical conventions, such as
distinguishing unapproved readings from
ordinary readings by a superscript solid trian-
gle *, and preceding name readings with [&.

2.6 Character Forms and Styles

This dictionary presents three kinds of charac-
ter forms and calligraphic styles, which were
methodically checked by experts to ensure
their accuracy. A much more detailed
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treatment is given in the NJECD.

1. The standard form is the form given in the
official Joyo6 Kanji and Jinmei Kaniji lists,
which are widely used in the media, gov-
ernment, and education. All entry charac-
ters are given in the standard form.

2. The nonstandard form is the traditional
varjant used in prewar literature and in
names. Appendix 4 lists 386 variant forms,
which includes important variants of Jin-
mei Kanji and all variants appearing in the
Joyo Kanyji list.

3. The square style (#5% kaisho), which is
the standard handwritten style, appears in
the last frame of the stroke order diagram.

2.7 Easily Confused Forms

Some characters, such as ¥ hei ‘currency’ and
B hei ‘evil practice’, are very similar in form
but unrelated in meaning. Some of these are so
similar that even native speakers tend to con-
fuse them. Such characters are cross-
referenced to each other in the NOTE section. A
new feature of this dictionary is that these
characters are followed by their core meanings,
which aids the learner in easily grasping their
differences.

2.8 Romanization

All character readings, headwords, and com-
pounds are transcribed in the Hepburn system
of romanization, set in easy-to-read sans serif
boldface type to distinguish them from other
explanatory matter. A description of the sys-
tem and kana tables are given in Appendix 3.
Kana and Romanization.

3 WRITER'S DICTIONARY

The student learning how to write Japanese
faces several difficulties, such as the large
number of characters and their complex
shapes, the need to learn the correct stroke
order, and the numerous homophones.

In addition to being a learner's dictionary, this
dictionary has also been designed as a writer's
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dictionary. The features that make it a conven-
ient tool for writing are described below.

3.1 Stroke Order Diagrams

To write a character in the proper form, it is
necessary to learn the stroke order. The stroke
order diagrams, in which the last frame shows
the full character in the standard square style,
indicate the stroke order.

Thoroughly researched for accuracy, these
diagrams were prepared by experts specifically
for this dictionary and the NJECD. Unlike
other reference works, which rely heavily on
cross-referencing, the order of writing is pre-
sented stroke-by-stroke to ensure maximum
convenience to the user.

3.2 Kun Homophones

Japanese has numerous kun homophones.
These are kun words that are pronounced the
same but written differently, and usually
differing in meaning, as shown below.

% noboru go up (steps, a hill)
&% noboru climb, scale
5% noboru ascend, rise (up to the sky)

Although on homophones, such as ### kiko
‘mechanism’ and @¥# kiké ‘returning to the
harbor’, are very common, they are not likely
to be confused since each character conveys a
distinct meaning. On the other hand, many
kun homophones are written with a bewilder-
ing variety of characters that are often close in
meaning. For example, ##17% tokeru and ¥&
3% tokeru are interchangeable in the sense of
‘melt, thaw’ but not in the sense of ‘come
loose’. Thus kun homophones are easily con-
fused, even by native speakers, and pose spe-
cial problems to the learner.

To help the learner overcome these problems,
the HOMOPHONES section lists groups of kun
homophones and their entry numbers. These
act as a network of cross-references for quickly
identifying and locating each member of a
group from any of the others.



A new feature of this dictionary is that each
homophone cross-reference is followed by its
core meaning, which allows the user to imme-
diately identify their differences without con-
sulting the corresponding entry character.

By using the cross-references to compare the
meanings and compounds for each homo-
phone, the learner can grasp the often subtle
differences between them. These meanings,
which are derived from the usage notes of the
NJECD, are based on several years of research
as part of the first full-scale analysis of kun
homophones to be presented in English.

In conclusion, the HOMOPHONES section helps
the learner distinguish between the meanings
of words pronounced alike, thereby providing
a better understanding of each. It also helps
the learner write with greater precision by
assisting in the selection of the character most
appropriate to the context.

Since the complex problems inherent in kun
homophones have been mostly ignored by
existing reference works, this feature should
prove to be of great value to the student.

3.3 Okurigana Endings

The kun readings in the entry-head data in-
clude parentheses that indicate okurigana
endings in conformity with the official rules
published by the Ministry of Education. The
headwords and compounds also follow these
rules when applicable. Important nonstandard
variations are given when necessary.

3.4 Stroke Counting

The ability to count strokes is necessary both
for writing the characters correctly and for
using character dictionaries effectively. The
following information is provided:

1. The reference data box gives the stroke-
count data for each entry character.

2. The principles of stroke counting are
explained in Appendix 2. How to Count
Strokes, along with charts to help speed up
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the counting process.

3. Difficult-to-count characters are cross-
referenced at common incorrect stroke-
count locations.

4 OTHER FEATURES

4.1 Character Importance

Since this dictionary is aimed at learners,
considerable effort has been made to indicate
the degree of importance of the entry charac-
ter, based on the most recent and comprehen-
sive statistical surveys. This enables the learner
to know the importance of each character, and
helps the teacher compile graded lessons. The
following information is provided:

1. The frequency level of the entry character,
which divides the characters into four sub-
classes, is given in the reference data box
(see p. 37a for details). Levels A and B, the
first 1000 characters, account for about
95% of all kanji appearing in newspapers.

2. The frequency ranking of the entry charac-
ter is given in the reference data box. This
is the relative frequency of occurrence of a
character in newspapers, based on a survey
of some 24 million kanji published in July
1998, just before this dictionary went to
press (see p. 910 for details).

3. The grade indicates the entry type (Joyd
Kanji or Jinmei Kanji) and the school
grade during which the character is taught.
A grade of 1 to 6 indicates a character in
the 1006 Education Kanji taught in the six
elementary school grades.

4. Important characters are presented in red.
This means that the character in question
is either in the Education Kanji list, or is
one of the 1000 most frequent characters
(frequency levels A or B). Some learners
may wish to concentrate on these 1183
characters in the initial stages of study.

5. Appendix 5 lists the top 1000 characters by
frequency ranking, along with their core
meanings. This is useful to both the learner
and the teacher.
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4.2 Character Codes

For the convenience of learners using comput-
ers and those needing more advanced infor-
mation, the reference data box gives character
codes and the NJECD entry number.

1. The Kuten number is used for indexing
characters in the Japanese character set
standard JIS X 0208-1997. This is useful for
entering kanji codes in computer systems
or when consulting standards and elec-
tronic dictionaries.

2. The Unicode value is given for each entry
character, which should be useful to com-
puter users. This conforms to the interna-
tional character standard ISO 10646, which
is rapidly gaining popularity as an interna-
tional character set.

3. The NJECD Entry Number is convenient for
looking up the entry character in the New
Japanese-English Character Dictionary,
which gives a more comprehensive treat-
ment, including synonyms, usage notes,
compound formation articles, ortho-
graphic variants, and other features.

4.3 System of Labels

A labeling system including status, subject,
and functional labels gives information on
etymology, style, function, level of formality,
etc., providing practical guidance on the style
and usage associated with each sense.

4.4 Character Functions

Each character may have various grammatical
and syntactic functions. An important func-
tion of kanji is their role as word elements;
that is, their ability to form numerous com-
pound words by being combined with each
other. Words can be formed by adding an affix
(suffix or prefix) to a base, or by joining com-
bining forms with each other. For example,
-% -zumi ‘completed’ is attached to KR
tenken ‘inspection’ to yield ARP tenkenzumi
‘inspection completed’.
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The functions of each character as an inde-
pendent word (free form) or word element
(affix or combining form) are indicated, while
the meanings of independent words are clearly
distinguished from those of word elements.

4.5 Character Etymology
This dictionary presents the following infor-
mation on radicals and character etymology.

1. The reference data box gives the radical
and radical number for each entry charac-
ter. This aids in understanding its etymol-
ogy, since radicals often function as se-
mantic components, and is also useful for
looking up characters in other dictionaries.

2. The traditional radicals of lost-radical
characters are given in the Radical Index.

3. The Quick Reference Radical Chart gives
convenient access to information on radi-
cals, including standard and variant forms,
stroke-counts, and radical names.

4. The original meaning, which is the first
meaning associated with a character after
its formation in China (rarely Japan), is of-
ten given, especially when it helps clarify
the character's meaning or helps illustrate
how the senses are interrelated.

5. A description of how to use traditional
radical indexes effectively.

4.6 User Friendliness

Another feature of this dictionary is a layout
that is both visually attractive and easy to use.
Typographical design with the aid of cutting-
edge font technology was used to achieve a
harmonious blend of font styles and weights
(Adobe's Myriad and Minion multiple master
fonts for English and Heisei Mincho for Japa-
nese). Some of the world's leading font design-
ers, such as Adobe's Robert Slimbach, have
contributed to this effort, which has resulted
in an esthetically pleasing design that stimu-
lates a desire to browse and to truly enjoy
studying kanji.



EXPLANATORY CHART

R#EE

The Explanatory Chart shows the layout of the entry. The lightface
numerals refer to the section numbers of the Guide to the Dictionary
on p. 35a, where the format is explained.

GUIDES
1 entry number guide
2 page number guide
3 pattern guide
4 subsection guide
5 subgroup guide
ENTRY-HEAD DATA
6 entry character
7 entry number
8 SKIP number
9 core symbol
10 core meaning
11 stroke order diagram

CHARACTER READINGS
12 principal reading

13 on and kun readings
14 special reading*

15 unapproved reading*
16 other reading

17 name readings

REFERENCE DATA BOX
18 radical

19 grade

20 strokes

21 Kuten

22 level and ranking

23 NJECD entry number
24 Unicode

COMPOUNDS
25 character meaning
26 compound word

* Items that do not appear in this chart.
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INDEPENDENT

27 INDEPENDENT headword
28 alternative reading
29 headword meaning
KUN

30 KkuNheadword

31 alternative form

32 noun adjective

33 homograph
34 kun word element

35 headword meaning

SPECIAL READINGS

36 compound of approved
special reading 9

37 compound of unapproved
special reading 9
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THE EQUIVALENT

42 level 1 equivalent

43 explanatory gloss

44 subject guide phrase
45 definition

46 core word

47 level 2 equivalent

48 parenthetical adjunct
49 supplementary gloss
50 level 3 equivalent
SENSE DIVISION

51 main sense

52 sense division number
53 subsense

54 sense division letter
55 semicolon

123
124
124
124
125
123
125
126
123

122
122
122
122
122
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/_'__": PO ————————— 42
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[COMPOUNDS]

5254 46
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© (interval between birth and death) Lir ¢time,
life

43
|
| @ (iving organisms)) ¢+, living things ———— 51
.MMllﬂ.lﬂﬂ} 47
00
© bear, give birth to

a "% seika house where one was born
@ |(bring into existence)| produce, give rise to
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KON

Likeru (3% arrange [(flowers)————— 48

45

44
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EB » LUMINOUS

@ [original meaning, now rare] (emitting light) | 50
LumiNous, bright, shining
© (enjoying the glory of enfightened rule) en-
lightened, glorious, illustrious
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COMPOUNDS AND EXAMPLES

56 compound word 131 KN

57 example 13.1 [ikiru £ %3]

58 Jpansewordorphiase 121 | @ @ feaiive) ive, exist

60 Englishequivalent  13.1 .M‘W"““'-M

61 subsense indicator 13.2 61 58 59

e él_ﬂ!ilw

62 character not in this F_A’__
dictionary 131 4 1) ikimono living creature 56

63 functional label 14.1 62

64 status label 142

65 subject label 143 iﬂi’é_—;}mm living corpse

CONOUS RIPRIINCE ST o A/ S DHIZTHEL BIZHT Hito

66 single cross-reference 1.5 wa pan nomi nite ikuru ni arazu Man — 57

67 multiple cross-reference 1.5 does not live by bread alone

63 65

{E © [atso suffmath] vase

ﬁ © 0| original meaning] free from noise) o

oo mlﬂl.m

2= incorrect classification
L =see M2-3-4: 7 at 1198 ——— 66

M2-5-2

Tﬁ'ﬁ incorrect classification
=8 etC. —see M1-3-6: 1 at 0270 F— 67
K1-1-8
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GUIDE TO THE

DICTIONARY

R

1 ENTRIES AND GUIDES
2 CORE MEANINGS

3 CHARACTER READINGS
4 REFERENCE DATA BOX

5 STROKE ORDER DIAGRAM

6 COMPOUNDS SECTION
7 INDEPENDENT SECTION
8 KUN SECTION

9 SPECIAL READINGS SECTION

10 HOMOPHONES SECTION
11 NOTE SECTION
12 CHARACTER MEANINGS

13 COMPOUNDS AND EXAMPLES

14 LABELS

The aim of this Guide to the Dictionary is to
describe the various conventions used in the
dictionary, including the entry format, as well
as to define the meanings of technical terms,
labels, glosses, and the like. The Guide deals
mostly with presentation, with a primary
emphasis on format. How this information is
useful to the learner is treated in Features of
This Dictionary on p. 25a.

The Explanatory Chart on p. 31a describes the
entry layout, while the meanings of symbols
and abbreviations are given in Abbreviations
and Symbols on p. 45a. The appendixes and
indexes are described in their respective intro-
ductions.

1 ENTRIES AND GUIDES

1.1 Guides

The various guides printed in the outer cor-
ners and margins of the page have been care-
fully designed and laid out to facilitate the
speedy location of entries.

1. The entry number guide in the lower,
outer corner of a page consists of boldface
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numerals that indicate the entry number
range for that page. Use it for locating a
character when the entry number is known.

[ ]|i5:2——— sutsection guide
1 ————— Pattem guide
i
% Subgroup guide
& e

—— Entry number guide
Page number guide

1162 -1163 @

2, The page number guide consists of bold-
face numerals centered at the bottom of
each page. In the introductory pages, page
numbers are followed by the letter a. Entry
numbers, not page numbers, are used in
cross-references to entry characters.
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3. The SKIP Guides, which consist of the
subsection, pattern and subgroup guides,
are described in §2.7 on p. 881.

1.2 Entry Character

The main entry for a character consists of the
entry-head data and all the explanatory matter
for that character. The large character at the
head of each entry, set in the modern Heisei
Mincho typeface, is the entry character. Im-
portant characters are set in red. This means
that the character in question is either in the
Education Kanji list, or is one of the 1000 most

frequent characters (see §4 below).
ﬁ Entry character
1606 Entry number
M™2-4-9 SKIP number

1.3 Entry-Head Data

The entry-head data consists of the entry
character (§1.2), the entry number (§1.4), the
SKIP number (§1.5), the core meaning (§2),
character readings (§3), the reference data box
(84), and the stroke order diagram (§5). Each
item is described in the section indicated in
parentheses.

1.4 Entry Number

The boldface numeral below the entry charac-
ter is the entry number, which uniquely identi-
fies the entry characters throughout the dic-
tionary, the appendixes, and the indexes for
reference and cross-reference. The entry num-

ber appears as a four-digit zero-padded nu-
meral (e.g. 0023, rather than 23).

1.5 SKIP Number

The SKIP number of the entry character, which
appears below the entry number, consists of
the pattern symbol followed by hyphenated
numerals used to locate characters according
to SKIP rules, e.g.I01-2-5 for {#. See 2.3 on p.
876 for details.
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1.6 Types of Entries

This dictionary contains a total of 2808 entry
characters: 2230 main entries and 578 cross-
reference entries. These are classified into
three types:

1. The 1945 characters in the official Joyé
Kanji list (% 7 %) published in 1981,
widely used in the mass media, govern-
ment, and education,

2. The 285 characters in the Jinmei Kanji list
(ABHBEF) revised in 1997, an official
list of kanji approved for use in personal
names.

3. The 578 cross-reference entries at loca-
tions where a character might be mistak-
enly looked for under an incorrect pattern
classification or incorrect stroke-count.
See §2.6 on p, 880 for details.

2 CORE MEANINGS

The RED CAPITALIZED words preceded by the
symbol P convey the core meaning or core
meanings of the entry character.

> DAY
> SUN
1915 pJAPAN

The core meaning is one of the central features
of this dictionary. It represents the fundamen-
tal concept(s) linking the principal senses of a
character. The use of red for both the core
meanings and the core words in the equiva-
lents (see §12.5) makes the relation between
the senses visually obvious.

3 CHARACTER READINGS

The romanized transcriptions immediately
below the core meanings are the readings of
the entry character.

YU yasa(shii) sugu(reru) masa(ru)*

[#] masa suguru ka
0130 e



Seven types of readings are given:

1. Principal readings  The first reading
given is the most common or representa-
tive reading of a character. The principal
reading is nearly always the on reading, but
for characters that do not have an on read-
ing, the kun reading is used.

2. Approved On readings The Sino-

Japanese or Chinese-derived reading,

given in capital letters. A hyphen indicates

a variant of an approved reading used for

euphony; e.g., -NO for K as a variant of 0

in SIS hanné.

3. Approved Kun readings The native
Japanese reading, given in lowercase letters.
Okurigana (kana endings) conforming to
the official rules published by the Ministry
of Education are shown in parentheses. Ifa
kun reading includes a hyphen, it functions

these readings.

Name readings These readings, called
nanori (425 1)), appear to the right of the
symbol [&), and are used exclusively, or al-
most exclusively, in personal, family, and
place names, but not in ordinary words.
All such readings, both kun and on, are
given in lowercase letters.

If a name reading and an ordinary (non-
name) reading are pronounced the same
but differ only in okurigana, as in {85
and {& for shinobu, only the ordinary read-
ing is given. Similarly, if a reading or a de-
rived reading (such as {7 yuki from 7
< ywku) can be used in both names and
ordinary words, it is listed only among the
ordinary readings,

4 REFERENCE DATA BOX

only as a word element. The reference data box gives reference and

4. Special readings In exceptional cases, a
component of what is considered a special
reading (see §9) in the J6yd Kaniji list can
be isolated as a reading in its own right.
For example, the [M] in (™[¥] dekoboko can

E[ A [Joyo-1]| sa-4-0 [K3892
i 72 | A0001 | ©3027 | U6SES

classification data.

be isolated as having the reading bok The reference data box consists of seven items:

Such a reading is similar to an ordinary
kun reading, and is marked by an asterisk
(e.g. boko™).

5. Unapproved readings Marked by a
superscript solid triangle (*), this is a read-
ing that is not listed in the Joyd Kaniji list.
Such readings are in principle excluded
from this dictionary, but are given on the
occasions when they are sufficiently im-
portant to learners (e.g. {4 FUTSU*).

6. Otherreadings Marked by a superscript
inverted solid triangle (™), this is an unap-
proved or rare reading frequently used in
names but not important enough to learn-
ers as an ordinary reading. Thus KUN head-
words and compounds are not given for

37a

Radical The radical and traditional
radical number for the entry character. If
the form of the radical differs considerably
from the parent radical, then a variant
form similar to the form actually appearing
in the character is given,

The radical given for lost-radical characters
is a new radical based on the simplified
form of the entry character (see §3 on p.
959). It is distinguished by a superscript
triangle (“) following the radical number.

:zA:E A [Joye-2] s6-2-4 | Kigsi
e | 9° | A0006 | ®2020 | u4F1A
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2. Grade The characters are divided into Freq. Count Total Coverage  Freq.
the following three categories: level Ranking

a. Joyo + number One of the 1006 char- A 496 496 80% 500
acters in the Education Kanji list (Z#4F
BIETELEEK) revised in 1989, which 8 47 %% 1000
must be learned in the six years of ele- ¢ 572 1565 99% 1600
mentary school. The number indicates D 665 2230 99.8%
one of the six school grades during
which the character is taught.

b. Joyod A character in the Joyd Kaniji list
published in 1981 but not in the Educa-
tion Kanji list; that is, a character

“B0784” (at FE), for example, represents a
Level B kanji that has a frequency ranking
of 784. “9999” represents low-frequency
characters that were not assigned a fre-

taught in grades 7 to 9. quency ranking in the surveys.
c¢. Names A character in the Jinmei Kanji
list revised in 1997. 6. NJECD Entry Number The symbol ®
3. Strokes Hyphenated numerals consist- followed by a number indicates the entry
ing of (1) the total stroke-count, (2) the number of the character in the New Japa-
stroke-count of the radical portion, and (3) nese-English Character Dictionary, upon
the stroke-count of the nonradical portion. which this dictionary is based. If the entry
The total of the second and third parts character is not found in the first edition of
equals the first part. the NJECD at that position, its position in
future editions is indicated by a decimal
4. Kuten A “K” followed by four digits point. For example, “®65.5” means that {il
indicates a number used for indexing char- is to be found between entry numbers ®65
acters in the Japanese character set stan- and ®66.

dard JIS X 0208-1997. The first two digits . B ]
indicate the X ku (‘row’) and the second 7. Unicode A “U” followed by a hexadeci-

two digits the & ten (‘cell’). . mal number indicates the international

code assigned to the entry character by the

5. FrequencyLevel andRanking A fre- Unicode character encoding standard
quency level letter from A to D is followed (version 2.0, published in 1996).

by the frequency ranking, a number that
indicates the frequency of occurrence of 5 STROKE ORDER DIAGRAM

the entry character in contemporary news-
papers, based on statistical surveys pub-  The stroke order diagram shows the order in

lished in July 1998 (see p. 910 for details). which the strokes of the entry character should
be written. The order of writing is presented
The frequency level was assigned by divid- ~ stroke by stroke, and tiny numerals indicate
ing the characters into the four groups the position of each stroke in the sequence.
shown in the table below. For example, Stroke order diagrams are given for all J6yo
Level A includes all characters up to fre- Kanji entries.
quency ranking 500. The Total column, ) ] ! ‘ )
which gives the cumulative number of i_‘l_z VARV l-f}' /;': i
characters in this dictionary, differs slightly e s
from the Freq. Ranking column, because
some of the characters in the survey are
not found in this dictionary.
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6 COMPOUNDS SECTION

This section lists the meanings of the main
entry character as an on word element. Each
sense is nearly always accompanied by com-
pounds and examples and their English
equivalents, arranged in an order that shows
their semantic interrelatedness.

|COMPOUNDS)

2179 OO (act of being alive) 117¥, existence
© (interval between birth and death)

A AR (= A {RBR) seiho (=seimei
hoken) life insurance

If a character meaning has more than one
sense, these are subdivided by sense division
numbers. See §12 and §13 for details on mean-
ings and compounds.

7 INDEPENDENT SECTION

This section lists the meanings of the entry
character as an independent on word. The
INDEPENDENT headword consists of a one-
character on word, with or without particles,
auxiliaries, or inflections, that can be used on
its own. Thus # gai and FT 5 gaisuru are
treated as separate entries. Each meaning is
often accompanied by examples and their
English equivalents.

INDEPENDENT]

1457 [gli g) HARM, evil, .mw
EREDE inshuno gai ill effects of
drinking

[gaisuru &3 5] vinnw, injure,
damage

The absence of the INDEPENDENT section indi-
cates that the entry character is not commonly
used as an independent word.

8 KUN SECTION
This section lists the meanings of the entry

3%

character as a kun word or word element. The
senses are arranged in an order that shows
their semantic interrelatedness, and are usu-
ally accompanied by compounds and exam-
ples and their English equivalents.

/—.
I?s; [iku 7<)
© .o, proceed, leave for; attend; visit
??%*( ikitsuku arrive at, get to

[yuki -F7&, -F7)(suffx] bound for,
for

WHAT EDHIH tokysyukino
ressha train (bound) for Tokyo

The kuN headwords are presented in the fol-
lowing format:

1. 1f a headword has two readings or written
forms, they are listed separated by a
comma. The first, like -7 & above, is usu-
ally more common than the second.

2. If a kun headword includes a hyphen, it
functions only as a word element (affix or
combining form) in all its senses. In the
example above, -{T functions as a word
element in the final position.

3. If a kun word is an adjectival noun (na-
adjective), the KUN headword in the heavy
square brackets [ ] does not include 72 na,
but is followed on the next line by a second-
ary headword in boldface (but not in
brackets) that does include 7% na.

[shizuka ##7»]
1138 Shizukana EBAMZ quicy, silent,
still; calm, tranquil, gentle, quiet

Adjectival nouns can also be used as ad-
verbs by replacing 72 na with |2 ni. These
forms are not necessarily listed separately.

4. If two KUN headwords have the same writ-

ten form but differ in function (hemo-
graphs), they are treated separately and dis-
tinguished by small superscript numerals,
e.g. doro', doro’.



9 SPECIAL READINGS SECTION

This section lists compound words having
special readings and their English equivalents.
A special reading applies to words composed
of two or more characters, when the reading of
the word as a whole is unrelated to the normal
readings of the individual characters. For
example, 4 H ‘tomorrow’ is read ashita,
though B3 and H cannot be independently
read as a or ashi or shita.

Approved special readings are those listed in
the appendix to the Joyo Kanji list; unap-
proved ones, followed by a superscript trian-
gle (*), are those that are not. The unapproved
ones are only given if they are sufficiently
important to the learner.

i SPECIAL READINGS)
2 shibafu lawn, turf

A ainiku unfortunately, unluckily;
lam sorry, but...

2179

10 HOMOPHONES SECTION

This section lists groups of homophones and
their entry numbers for cross-reference, ena-
bling the user to locate information about any
group member from any of the others.

E]
hi 15 suN =0453
asahi
JE RISINGSUN =>1890
HH =1114,1915

1915

The term homophone as used in this diction-
ary refers to a member of a group of kun
words or word elements, often etymologically
related, that that are pronounced alike but
written differently and often have different
meanings. Sometimes, homophones not in
this dictionary are also given, with a ® indicat-
ing the entry number in the NJECD.

1. Each group member is followed by its first
core meaning as an entry character, which
occasionally may not match the homo-
phone's meaning as a KUN headword. Com-
paring the core meanings provides an un-
derstanding of each homophone's funda-
mental meaning.

2. The HOMOPHONES sections form a network
of cross-references that point to the entry
characters for each group member. Com-
paring the meanings and compounds of
each member provides a more thorough
understanding of their differences and
similarities.

11 NOTE SECTION

Introduced by %, the NOTE section directs
attention to characters of similar form that are
easily confused. These characters are always
cross-referenced to each other.

xR

Y do not confuse with & NOTYET =2185

2184

5’% NOTE

5185 ¥donot confuse with >R LAST PART
=2184

Each character is followed by its first core
meaning, which clarifies their differences.

12 CHARACTER MEANINGS

The detailed presentation of character mean-
ings is one of the principal features of this
dictionary. Character meaning is defined as
the meaning of an on word element, a KUN
headword, or an INDEPENDENT on headword.
The meanings, which consist of explanatory
glosses and English equivalents, may be pre-
ceded by sense division numbers, functional
labels, status labels, or subject labels, and are
sometimes followed by explanatory glosses.
Each of these elements is described below.
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P LIFE

P BE BORN

79 | p STUDENT

Core meaning

|
’ o0 mdbehgalive)$nhtnm — Character meaning

Core word identical
wlthacou-rmnlng

@ (interval between birth and death)
Liretime, life

Subsense

| @ (iving organisms) 17T} living things |————— Main sense

.lm.m;lud.audc]— English equivalent

12.1 Order of Senses

The senses are arranged in an order that shows
their semantic interrelatedness; an English
keyword, often a core word such as ¢ in the
above example, serves as the basis of organiza-
tion, and the various senses are grouped in
clusters in a manner that shows how they are
interrelated.

The senses of a compound or example are
normally given in order of descending fre-
quency or importance.

12.2 Sense Division

The character meanings are often subdivided
by a system of dark-circled sense division
numbers (such as @ and @), subsense divi-
sion letters (such as @ and @), and semico-
lons and commas in a manner that shows the
semantic relationship between the senses and
subsenses (see example above). The senses of
compounds and examples are subdivided only
by semicolons.

If the coMPOUNDS section has only one main
sense that is not subdivided into subsenses, it
is identified by a solid black circle @.

12.3 Degree of Importance

The degree of importance of each character
sense is indicated by various typographical
devices and labels.

41a

LGS Level
COMPOUNDS)

@| @ [original meaning, now rare] (emitting light)
LuMINOUS, bright, shining

]-‘(Gﬂ.l")"“gthegioryofmﬁghtemd rule) en-
lightened, glorious, illustrious

Level 3 Level 2

The degree of importance is divided into three
levels,

Level 1: Core meaning—The most important
sense, which is essential for the beginner,
provides a basic understanding of the charac-
ter.

Level 2: Important meaning—An English
equivalent displayed in boldface signifies an
important, usually high-frequency, meaning
essential for beginning and intermediate
learners.

Level 3: Rare or archaic meaning—An English
equivalent displayed in lightface, accompanied
by temporal labels (§14.2), signifies rare and
archaic senses. These can be safely ignored by
learners.

Since this dictionary is aimed at beginning and
intermediate learners, almost all the
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equivalents are level 2 meanings. Level 3
meanings and compounds are only given in
the exceptional cases when they promote
understanding, or if they are the only ones that
exist for that entry character.

12.4 Explanatory Gloss

Explanatory glosses supplement the equiva-
lents in order to clarify their meanings. These
are of two kinds. The subject guide phrase is a
brief parenthetical phrase beginning with “of”
that restricts the equivalent, especially as a
typical subject of an intransitive verb.

ﬁg © (of stock prices) rise
0051

The explanation is a description, rather than a
translation, of the meaning or grammatical

function, If necessary, a full lexicographic
definition is given.

[oru $75]

© (separate through the application of a
sudden bending force) BREAK OFF (as a
branch), break (a bone), snap (in
two), split

12.5 The English Equivalent

The English equivalent (or “equivalent”), the
central part of the character meaning, refers to
synonymous or nearly synonymous words or
phrases that are an English translation of a
Japanese word or word element (see §12 for
illustration). The core word is often the first
word of the equivalent, sometimes modified
by a qualifying word or phrase, that is identi-
cal with a core meaning.

0189

The equivalent is presented in the following
format:

1. An explanation or definition replaces the
equivalent in the case of culture-bound
terms or function words such as particles.

2. The core words are set in RED CAPITALS to
make it visually obvious how the various

GUIDE

senses are related to the core meaning,

3. Boldface is used in character meanings
(but not in compounds) to distinguish the
equivalents visually from other explana-
tory matter, and to indicate level 2 impor-
tance (§12.3).

4. Parenthetical adjuncts sometimes accom-
pany the equivalent to indicate a typical
object of a transitive verb, a subject of a
verb, and the like.

12,6 Supplementary Gloss

Introduced by a dash, the supplementary
gloss typically consists of a phrase, beginning
with “said of” or “used in,” that supplements
the equivalent by restricting its range of appli-
cation, by describing its grammatical function,
and so on.

[shibui #%43]
BN

0377 @ ASTRINGENT, puckery, rough—said
esp. of the taste of unripe persimmons

12.7 Functions of Kanji

The function of a character as a free word and
word element is indicated by various means.
The following functions are indicated:

. Free words

Combining forms

. Affixes (suffixes or prefixes)
. Grammatical/syntactic functions
Numerals

. Function words

. Abbreviations

. Counters

. Units

10. Titles

11. Phonetic substitutes

12. Symbols

13. Names

14. Special readings

Some of these are briefly described herein, but
the learner need not be concerned with the
technical details, since the structure of the
entry usually makes it obvious. The basic
principles are:

CENO LA W N~
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1. Character meanings in the COMPOUNDS
section refer to the meanings of the charac-
ter as a combining form. But if the sense is
preceded by a label such as “[suffix]” or
“[prefix),” that meaning functions exclu-
sively as an affix.

2. Meanings in the KUN section function as
independent kun words, unless they are
preceded by the label “{in compounds]” that
shows that it is used only as a combining
form.

3. Meanings in the INDEPENDENT section func-

tion as independent on words.

For a full description of character functions,
refer to pages 197a to 202a of the NJECD.

13 COMPOUNDS AND EXAMPLES

13.1 Section Format

Each sense of a character meaning is usually
illustrated by compounds and examples.
Compound or compound word refers to a
combination of two or more words or word
elements having their own lexical munig
that together function as a single word (e.g.
f79% keiké suru ‘carry along, bring’). Exam-
ple refers to a word other than a compound or
to an illustrative phrase or sentence (e.g. B %
# 2% tsue o tazusaeru ‘carry a stick in one's
hand’),

The compounds and examples are presented
in the following format:

1. A Japanese word or phrase is followed by
the romanized transcription and the Eng-
lish equivalent. The format of the equiva-
lent generally follows that of the character
meanings (§12). See Appendix 3 on p. 900
for details on romanization.

2. Characters used in compounds and exam-
ples are sometimes followed by a super-
script x ("), which indicates that the char-
acter in question is not one of the 2230
main entry characters in this dictionary.
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13.2 Subsense Indicators

The compounds and examples are grouped by
meaning in a manner that shows how they are
formed from their constituent parts; that is,
they are grouped together under the same
main sense that they illustrate.

If a main sense is divided into subsenses, the
compounds are listed under the same main
sense and subdivided into groups by subsense.
Within each (sub)sense group, compounds in
which the entry character appears in the initial
position precede those in which it does not.

The subsense indicators, which consist of tiny
letters to the left of the compounds, indicate
the beginning of a new subsense group; that is,
that the compounds from that point onwards
illustrate only the subsense(s) indicated by the
tiny letters.

%)

[COMPOUNDS|

O riv o, efficacy (esp. of drugs), vir-
tue
© (state of being operative or in force) e+

ab%hh kéryihku effect, efficacy; effect
(as of a law), validity

F %73 yiké na effective, valid
S muké invalidity, ineffectiveness
b FEZNT A hakké suru become effec-
tive, take effect, come into force

In the example, the tiny a indicates that 218
and Zh# illustrate subsense @; the ab that &
W7z and X illustrate both subsenses
@ and @; and the b that XT3 illustrates
subsense ©. x

14 LABELS

A labeling system including functional, status,
and subject labels provides guidance on ety-
mology, style, function, level of formality, etc.
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14.1 Functional Labels

Functional labels indicate various grammati-
cal and syntactic functions associated with a
sense. These are of four kinds: part-of-speech,
usage, word-formation, and miscellaneous.

1. Part-of-speech labels, set in italics, are
sometimes given. This includes particle,
pronoun, vi (intransitive verb), and w
(transitive verb). The part of speech is usu-
ally made clear by the wording of the
equivalent. Labels appear mostly when it is
necessary to eliminate ambiguity.

The usage label, enclosed in square brack-
ets, indicates how a word or word element
is used, especially its syntactic function
and the grammatical construction in which
it normally appears. These labels do not
have a fixed form. Typical ones include:
“[in the form of...]” (form in which the word

is normally used), “[followed by...],” and
“[in negative constructions].”
3. The word-formation label, enclosed in

square brackets, indicates the function of a
form as a word element (affix or combin-
ing form). The absence of a word-
formation label before the equivalent of an
on word element indicates that the charac-
ter functions as a combining form in that
sense. The absence of such a label before
the equivalent of a KUN headword indicates
that that headword functions as an inde-
pendent word that may or may not also
function as a combining form in that sense.

The following labels appear: prefix, also prefix
suffix, also suffix, also prefix and suffix, verbal pre-
fix, verbal suffix, in compounds. If a label does
not begin with “also”, the function is ex-
clusive. Thus, “prefix” means the sense is
used only as a prefix.

. Miscellaneous functional labels, such as

“[auxiliary],” and “[emphatic]”, indicate vari-
ous functions.
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14.2 Status Labels

The status label restricts the sense to a particu-
lar time, level of style, or level of formality.
Status labels are of four kinds.

. The etymological label, which appears in
the form “[original meaning],” indicates that
the sense is the first meaning of the charac-
ter after its formation. Though etymologi-
cal labels appear quite often, the treatment
of original meanings is not exhaustive.

The temporal label, enclosed in square
brackets, restricts the accompanying sense
to a particular time. The absence of a tem-
poral label indicates that the sense is cur-
rent in Modern Japanese.

Temporal labels are of two kinds: “[rare]”
(infrequent in Modern Japanese) and
“larchaic]” (used especially in the classics)
(see illustration in §12.3). Rare and archaic
senses are given only in special cases where
no other meanings or compounds exist, or
when essential for understanding.

The stylistic label, set in italics, restricts the
sense to a particular level of style. The fol-
lowing labels appear: literary (language of
literature), elegant (language of poetry),
collog (spoken language), slang (extremely
informal), and vulgar (social taboo).

The formality label, enclosed in square
brackets, restricts the sense to a particular
level of formality. The following labels ap-
pear:  “[honorific]”  (elevating  subject’s
status), “[humble]” (lowering subject's
status), “[polite]” (desu-masu style), and
“[belittling]” (showing contempt or abuse).

14.3 Subject Labels

This subject label, in italics, identifies the field
to which the sense applies. It is often an abbre-
viation, as chem for “chemistry.” These abbre-
viations are listed with their full forms in
Abbreviations and Symbols on p. 45a.



ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

¥ -

LABELS
anat  anatomy
biol  biology
bot botany

chem  chemistry

collog  colloquial

elec  electricity

geol  geology

gram  grammar

math  mathematics
phys  physics

vi intransitive verb
vt transitive verb

SKIP SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

etc.  in cross-reference entries, other char-
acters of similar structure

incorrect pattern classification (in
Pattern Index)

incorrect pattern classification and
stroke-count (in Pattern Index)
incorrect stroke-count (in Pattern
Index)

SKIP  System of Kanji Indexing by Patterns
1  leftright pattern

M2  up-down pattern

O3  enclosure pattern

M4 solid pattern

81  topline (solid subpattern)

U2  bottom line (solid subpattern)

m3 through line (solid subpattern)

04 others (solid subpattern)

ps

SYMBOLS IN ENTRY-HEAD DATA

v

core meaning

encloses okurigana of kun readings
kun readings of exactly the same form
kun reading used as word element
special reading that can be isolated
unapproved reading

=~
N —

> x !

ic 5

<

bd

cerRw
O
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=

unapproved/rare reading used in names
reading(s) used only in names

REFERENCE DATA BOX

new radical based on simplified char-
acter form

Stroke-count information

Kuten number

frequency level

NJECD entry number

Unicode

OTHER SYMBOLS AND MARKS

encloses subentry headwords (KUN and
INDEPENDENT headwords)

sense division numbers

sense division letters

unnumbered sense in COMPOUNDS section
unapproved special reading in SPECIAL
READINGS section

character not found as an entry char-
acter in this dictionary

lost-radical character (in Radical
Index)

introduces cross-references

precedes section numbers in cross-
references

precedes alternative forms or readings
1. okurigana endings

2. explanatory glosses

3. optional omissions (A(B) = A or AB)
4. alternative forms/readings

1. most labels

2. alternatives (A [B] C= AC or BC)
1. sometimes indicates alternatives

2. separates sentences

precedes supplementary glosses

KUN headword used as word element
coordinates two parts of an English
equivalent

ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS



