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Grammar 2

zhén
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pr where

WEE  (nali ),which literally means “where,” is a polite reply to a compliment. In recent times
however, {2 (nali ) has become somewhat old fashioned.
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Ordinal numbers in Chinese are formed by placing 5 (di) before
cardinal numbers, e.g., 55— (di yi, the first), 25 _#4% (di ér bei
cha, the second cup of tea), & = H (di san ge yue, the third
month).

However, % (di) is not used in names of months: —H, —_H, = A

(yiyue, eryue, sanyue, January, February, March). Neither is it
used to indicate the birth order of siblings: X%, &, =% (da g
€, erge, sange, oldest brother, second oldest brother, third oldest
brother); K4H, —#H, =1H (daji€, érjig, sanji€, oldest sister second
oldest sister, third oldest sister).




wen hao di yi gé yue
LESSON 1 [R]%f Greetings #—/2~H  the fist month ?
jia ting
LESSON 2 ZJiE Family the second month ?
shi jian
LESSON 3 Btle] Dates and Time the third month ?
ai hao
LESSON 4 Z ¥t Hobbis the first cup of tea ?
kan pengyou

LESSON 5 E I/ Visiting Friends the second cup of tea ?
yué shi jian
LESSON 6 #JRfiE] Making Appointments  the first bottle of water ?
Xué zhdng weén
LESSON 7 A3 Studying Chinese the second bottle of water ?
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Descriptive Complements (I) : Verb+45 (de) +complement

The particle 5 (de) can be used after a verb or an adjective. This lesson

" mainly deals with 7'} (de) as it appears after a verb. What follows 75 (de) in
the construction introduced in this lesson is called a descriptive complement,
which can be an adjective, an adverb, or a verb phrase.

In this lesson, the words that function as descriptive complements are all
J adjectives. These complements serve as comments on the actions
expressed by the verbs that precede 15 (de).

Ta xié zi xié de hén hao
° ﬂﬁﬁiﬁ%@ﬁ? He writes characters well

[1R4F (heén hdo, very well) is a comment on the action & (xi&€, to write).]
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PRACTICE : Verb+7 (de) +complement

shud zhongwen
EXAMPLE : %3 (VO), 4f > 4

fIEk (VO) tF

B (VO) /EX xiézi / piao liang
WHEX (VO) -

Zid, (VO) 4

&£\ (VO) /A%  yuxi shéng ci

gk (VO) i
Bk (VO) 4F




| GRAMMAR : k...T (tai...le,too) and EL (zhén, really)

when X (tai, too) is used in an exclamatory sentence, | (le) usually appears at the end
B of the sentence.

EXAMPLE
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| GRAMMAR : (& — 4 Lybuyidianr, a little bit) +adjective

The phrase F— )L (youyidianr) precedes adjectives or verbs. It often carries a negative
" fone. The — (yi) inthe phrase is optional .

« BRBFXE(—)AILE,
WG juéde Zhongwen ydu(yi)didnr nan.
(I think Chinese is a little bit difficult.)

« BB IE(—) LA, ‘
* WG juede Zhongwen ydu(yi)didnr rongyi.
*(l think Chinese is a little bit easy.)




| GRAMMAR :

The phrase F— )L (youyidianr) precedes adjectives or verbs. It often carries a negative
8 tone.

(F—

The — (yi) inthe phrase is optional
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ni jué de zhe gé xingqi de gongké zén me}ng ?




zhongwen yufa zhong wen yu fa you yi dianr nan . [ — 5 )Lyduyidianr]
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zhongwen ke
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shudhua
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Xié hanzi
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kaoshi
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| GRAMMAR : %t (jiu) and ¥ (cai) compared

® The adverb 5t (jiu) suggests the earliness or promptness of an action in the speaker’s
judgment. :
® The adverb & (céi) is the opposite. It suggests the tardiness or lateness of an action as I
perceived by speaker.

EXAMPLE:
Xuéxiao xia wu san dian kai hui i L :
R FRSAFS , 2:00pm D R FASARA B TRSUDRT. earliness

:_ Xuéxiao xia wu san dian kai hui ‘ .
LI TR =ZmFES , 4:00pm D> ERTFFoAFS, TR TR ~ lateness

hen commenting on a past action, jt is always used with T but ¥ is never used with T




® The adverb 5t (jiu) suggests the earliness or promptness of an action in the speaker’s judgment.
® The adverb ¥ (cai) is the opposite. It suggests the tardiness or lateness of an action as perceived
by speaker.

ma ma ping chang wan shang liu dian hui jia, 1040 1\ 5 o B
O BIEFREM EANMER, MXBLE_ 8:00pm . late

woO ping chang zao shang qi dian chi zao fan e e

O FolH P LU, SRELE  6:30am FARHERET early
wo ping chang zao shang qi dian qu shang ké

© BrHEEtaELR, MRXELE_ 8: 30am . late
wo ping chang wan shang shi dian shui jiao

0 HFHE L+ SBEDE  FEXBEE 11 : 45pm late
wo ping chang wan shang jiu dian kai shi zu6 gong ke

O B Vi ERURFFREGNR , ERB L 7:.00pm . early
wo ping chang wan shang ba dian kai shi xué zhong wen

@ WIFBRENITHEDR , XL 6:30pm . early
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