it: little, few

nam: year
thit nhat: first
sinh vién nam
thit nhdt: first-year student, freshman
day: to teach
cdc: plural marker
gioi: well, good
lam: very
khen: to praise
Grammar Notes

qua: very, excessively
khen qua loi: to flatter someone too much
nam nay: this year
cau: you (familiar)
ngoai ngik:  foreign language
hay: or
minh: I (familiar)
dinh: to plan, intend
thé'nao?: what? how?

1. The words it “few, little” and nhiéu “many, much” indicate quantity.

1.1.They may precede: (1) a countable noun without any classifier: /t sich “few books,” nhiéu
sdch “many books”; (2) an uncountable noun: i com “little rice,” nhiéu com “much rice.”

1.2. They may follow a verb, modifying it: biét it “to know little,” biét nhiéu “to know much.”

2. Ordinal numbers are formed from the regular number system by the addition of zhi before
the numbers. Note that there are two exceptions: mdt is replaced by nhdt, and bén is

replaced by .

thit nhdt: first
thit hai: second
thit ba: third
thit tu: fourth
thit nam: fifth

thit sau: sixth
thit bdy: seventh
thit tam: eighth
thit chin: ninth
thit muoi: tenth

3. The plural markers cdc and nhitng convey the notion of plurality: cdc sinh vién “students,”
nhitng quyén sdch “books.” Generally speaking, cdc implies that all of a given set of
entities are involved, while nhizng suggests that only a certain number of the total possible

number are referred to.

Note that (1) only cdc is used before personal pronouns in direct addressing: Chao cdc anh
cdc chi! “Hello!”; (2) in most cases only nhizng is used with the word nguoi: nhitng nguoi

Phip ay, nhitng ngudi My nay.



4. The adverbs of degree rdt “very,” ldm “very,” and qud “very, excessively” are used with
adjectives and with a few verbs such as thich “to like,” yéu “to love,” so “to fear, to be
afraid,” lo “to worry, to be worried.”

Rdt precedes the adjectives and the verbs, Idm and qud follow them. In terms of conveying
degree, rdt denotes a moderate degree, ldm is used in the sense of a greater degree, and
qud indicates an extreme degree, sometimes going beyond the usual limits:

Chiéc 4o nay rdt dep. “This shirt is quite beautiful.”
Chiéc 40 nay dep 1dm. “This shirt is very beautiful.”
Chiéc 40 nay dep qua! “This shirt is extremely beautiful!”

When the verb functioning as the predicate has an object, rdt is placed before the verb, ldm
and qud at the end of the sentence, without the word nhiéu “much”:

T6i rdt thich chiéc 40 nay. “I rather like this shirt.”
T6i thich chiéc 4o nay ldm. “T like this shirt very much.”
T6i thich chiéc 4o nay qud! “I really like this shirt!”

In the question formed by the frame construction ¢é...khéng and in the negative sentences,
the adverbs rdt and qud are replaced by the adverb ldm:

Chiéc 4o nay rat dep. > Chiéc 4o nay c6 dep 1dm khéng?
Chiéc 4o nay dep 1am. - Chiéc 40 nay khong dep 1dm.
Chiéc 4o nay dep qua! - Chiéc 4o nay khong dep 1dm.

However, when the predicate is expressed by a verb, the adverb rd may precede the verb
in the negative sentence in the sense of “at all™:

Téi khong thich chiéc 4o nay ldm. “T don't like this shirt very much.”
Toi rat khong thich chiéc 4o nay. “I don't like this shirt at all.”



6. The interrogative word thé nao/nhu thé nao “what, how” is placed after a noun group
without the link verb 13, and is placed after a verb in the questions:

Ng6i nha nay [nhu] thé nao? “What is the house like?”

Ng6i nha nay méi va dep. “This house is new and beautiful.”
Ha vé [nhu] thé nao? “How does Ha draw?”

Ha vé rit dep. “Ha draws very beautifully.”

7. When an adjective modifies a verb (like an adverb modifying a verb in English), it follows
the verb or the verb group: vé dep “to draw beautifully,” hdt hay “to sing well,” hoc khd
“to studv well.” néi ti€ng Viét 2idi “to speak Vietnamese well.”
5. The word hay [la] has the meaning “or”:

Nim nay t6i dinh hoc ti€ng Nhét hay [la] tiéng Trung Qudc.
“This academic year I plan to study Japanese or Chinese.”

The word hay [la] may function as an interrogative word and refer to any part of the

sentence:
B& doc séch hay nghi? “Does father read a book or rest?”
Ngdi nha 4y dep hay xdu “ugly™? “Is that house nice or ugly?”
John néi tiéng Viét gidi hay kém “Does John speak Vietnamese well
“not well™? or not?”

Note that when a question contains the interrogative word hay [la], the interrogative
construction is not used to form the question.



