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▶ Figure, Ground, SpaƟal marker

▶ [ FIG [ SM GROUND ] ]
▶ Two basic ways of Įnding the Figure:
▶ start at Ground, search in a parƟcular direcƟon
▶ Frames of reference (absolute, relaƟve, intrinsic

▶ start at Ground, look around in no parƟcular direcƟon, but in the
general proximity of the object
▶ geometry (interior), funcƟon (container)
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(2) a. The cook twisted the lid oī the jar.

b. The cook twisted the lid oī.
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Summary

▶ SpaƟal markers prototypically relate Figure and Ground
▶ However, there are also spaƟal markers that only introduce the

Figure (Ground is implicit)
▶ Other spaƟal markers only introduce the Ground (Figure is

implicit)
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Geometry vs. funcƟonality

▶ ON: in contact with vs. support

▶ IN: enclosed by the boundaries of vs. container
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The logical structure of path expressions

(17) the cockroach emerged from under the bed
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�ò�Äã

V

emerged

Ö�ã«

Ö�ã«

from

½Ê��ã®ÊÄ

Ö½���

under

¦ÙÊçÄ�

the bed
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(25) Ancient Greek

a. [parà
at

nus]
ships-

-ì
��ã

‘AT in the hollow ships’
b. [par’

at
Hēphaist]
Hephaistos

-on
-���

‘TO in Hephaestos’
c. [par’

at
Eurút]
Eurytos

-ou
-¦�Ä

‘FROM in Eurytos’
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