Music

Hudba

The recent heightening of the British appreciation of Czech
culture has been particularly strongly felt in the area of music:
concert statistics show that more music by Janacek and
Martinu is regularly performed in Britain than in any other
country in the world. To take two further examples, the
Dvotak Society has promoted extensive links between the two
countries since its foundation in 1974 and the Czech composer
Petr Eben has returned to Britain many times since his visiting
professorship at the Royal Northern College of Music in 1978-
79. Indeed, the affinity goes back more than a century.
Antonin Dvorak visited London nine times between 1884 and
1896 and his popularity there established him as an
international composer. Several British choirs commissioned
works from him which were premiered under the composer's
baton and he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from
Cambridge University in 1891. Originally premiered in
Britain, his moving Second Cello Concerto was performed at
the Royal Albert Hall on the night in 1968 that Soviet tanks
rolled into Czechoslovakia, a concert remembered as one of
the most poignant performances ever given in that hall.

Zvyseny zajem o Ceskou kulturu, jaky byl zaznamenan v
posledni dobg, se projevil zejména v oblasti hudby: podle
statistickych daju se dila Janackova a Martind hraji v Britanii
Casté&ji nez kdekoli jinde na svété. Za zminku stoji nepochybné
i to, Ze Dvorakova spole¢nost (Dvorak Society) podporuje
vzajemné styky mezi obéma zemémi jiz od svého zalozeni v
roce 1974 a Ze Cesky skladatel Petr Eben opakované
navstévuje Britanii poté, co v Iétech 1978-9 plisobil jako
profesor na Kralovské severni hudebni skole (Royal Northern
College of Music).

Vzéjemné porozuméni v hudbé saha vic nez jedno stoleti do
minulosti. Antonin Dvoféak navstivil od roku 1884 do roku
1896 Londyn devétkrat a ziskal si tam povést skladatele
mezinarodniho vyznamu. Slozil skladby pro nékolik britskych
péveckych sbort, které ho o né pozadaly a poprvé provedly za
Dvotakova fizeni. Dvorakovi pak v roce 1391 udélila
cambridgeska univerzita Cestny doktorat. Dvorakav
violoncellovy koncert byl poprvé uveden v Londyné a je
osudové, ze znél v Royal Albert Hall v roce 1967 téZe noci
kdy do Ceskoslovenska vtrhly sovétské tanky. Byl to koncert,
na jaky se nezapomina.

Leos Janacek too came to London in 1926 where Sir Henry
Wood, the Founder of the famous Promenade concerts, gave
the first performance of Taras Bulba in Britain just five years
after its premiere in Brno. Unfortunately the lack of transport
during the General Strike meant that Janacek was unable to
travel to Oxford to receive his Honorary Doctorate from the
university. Janacek did meet leading English musical
contemporaries including Ralph Vaughan Williams and the
conductor Sir Adrian Boult. He wrote at the time that he found
English musicians rather reserved, a characteristic which he
put down to the effect of the sea. He spent time in London Zoo
jotting down ndpévky, fragments of melodies and phrases,
next to the monkey cages and the seal ponds. Today his most
difficult works often take centre stage in Britain; the highlight
of the 1995 Proms season was a performance of The
Makropulos Case, one of Janacek's most challenging works.

Leos Janacek také navstivil Londyn. Bylo to v roce 19?78, kdy
Sir Henry Wood, zakladatel slavnych Promenadnich koncertt,
uvedl Tarase Bulbu ptesné€ pét let po brnénské premiéie.
Bohuzel vSak tehdy probihala generalni stavka a Janacek proto
nemohl jet do Oxfordu, aby pfevzal ¢estny doktorat, ktery mu
byl univerzitou udélen. Setkal se vSak pfi své navstéve s
prednimi britskymi hudebniky Ralphem Vaughanem
Williamsem ¢i dirigentem Sirem Adrianem Boultem. Zapsal si
tehdy, ze britsti hudebnici jsou ponékud uzavieni a usoudil, ze
to je nejspis§ vlivem mote. Travil ¢as v londynské Zoo, kde si
zaznamenaval melodie, motivy a fraze pred klecemi opic a
Britanii sttedem hudebniho déni. Vyvrcholenim “promenadni”
sezony roku 1995 bylo ptedstaveni Véci Makropulos,
Janackova nejobtiznéjsiho dila.

Sir Adrian Boult was invited to the very first Prague Spring
Festival in 1946, and British conductors have also been active
in Prague in the last five years. Roger Norrington, one of the
leading lights in the British original instruments movement,
has been invited to conduct Smetana's patriotic work Ma viast
at the opening concert of the Prague Spring Festival in 1996.
Composer Benjamin Britten was honoured the previous year
when his War Requiem was performed in St Vitus' Cathedral
as the main concert of the 1995 season. In the spirit of
reconciliation on the fiftieth anniversary of the end of the
Second World War, the performance was given by a German
conductor, Czech orchestra, Slovak choirs, and Australian,
German and British soloists. Another of Britten's works, the
chamber opera Noye's Fludde, was also performed at the
Hukvaldy music festival in 1995. 'Britten and the Czech
Connection' was also the central theme of the 1995 autumn
festival in Aldeburgh.

Sir Adrian Boult byl hostem prvého Prazského jara v roce
1946. V poslednich péti letech se festivalu vzdy ucastnili britsti
dirigenti. Roger Norrington, jeden z nejvyznamnéjsich
osobnosti v britském sdruzeni pro barokni néstroje, je pozvan
aby nastudoval a fidil Smetanovu Mou viast pro zahajeni
festivalu roku 1996. V uplynulé sezoné zaznélo Vilecné
rekviem skladatele Benjamina Brittena ve Svatovitském
chramu jako ustiedni dilo. V duchu usmifeni v roce
padesatého vyroci konce valky dirigoval ¢esky orchestr
némecky dirigent, zpival slovensky sbor a solisté z Austrélie,
Némecka a Velké Britanie. Dalsi Brittenovo dilo Noye's
Fludde bylo uvedeno v ramci hukvaldského hudebniho
festivalu v roce 1995. Téma “Britten a jeho Ceské vztahy”
bylo také ustfednim tématem Aldeburgského festivalu v témz
roce na podzim.

While older British audiences fondly remember names like
Talich, Kubelik and Ancerl, a new generation of Czech
conductors is making its mark in Britain. Jifi Bélohlavek,
the chief conductor of Prague Chamber Orchestra, became the
chief guest conductor of the BBC Symphony Orchestra in
February 1996. He intends to perform more rarely heard
Czech music, including Bohuslav Martind's operas, in concert
performances at the Royal Festival Hall and the Royal Albert
Hall.

Jiti Bélohlavek, dirigent Prazského komorniho orchestru, se
stava hlavnim hostujicim dirigentem symfonického orchestru
BBC v bieznu 1996, aby uvedl méné znama ceska dila véetné
oper Bohuslava Martini v koncertnim provedeni v Royal
Festival Hall a Royal Albert Hall.




