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The genetic makeup of chimpanzees and humans is more than 99
percent identical, according to molecular biologists. It seems to
mean we had a common ancestor less than five or six million
years ago (see chapter eight), and is a puzzle to geneticists who
would have expected a bigger difference to account for the
anatomical dissimilarity. Victorian illustrators, however, were
quick to discover the comic possibilities in **Mr. Darwin’s mon-

key theory."
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