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THE ORIGINS OF KHABUR WARE: A TENTATIVE NOTE

Hiromichi OGUCHI*

In the appendix of her synthetic study of Khabur ware, Carol Hamlin, referring to the problem of the
origins of Khabur ware, has enumerated ceramic groups which may have affected, or may have givena
stimulus to, the appearance of Khabur ware [Hamlin 1971: pp.311 —313]. It goes without saying that for
a long time before Hamlin's brief discussion, there had been several arguments for explaining the origin
of Khabur ware. Nevertheless, it is a fact that such a problem still remains enigmatic, which should be
solved in future studies.

Pieces of evidence for the earliest appearance of Khabur ware now appear to be clear, in particular
which come from three sites in north Iraq, i.e., Teli al-Rimah, Tell Taya and Tell Jigan [Oguchi 1997:
p.196; idem 1998: p.119 with n.3)(see Fig.7). Such a phase as is represented by Rimah area AS phase 3
{now described as site A level 4), Taya level [V and Jigan area ¢ wrench G-4 levels 3a-b is presumably
dated between ca. 1900 B.C. and ca. 1814B.C., which the present writer has called Khabur Ware Period
i. We may be thus inclined to befieve that this indicates the place in which Khabur ware originated. The
problem lies, however, in that 20th century B.C. pouery" succeeding late third millennium incised ce-
ramic tradition® was replaced by the painted pottery termed Khabur ware. In other words, what is the
point of this problem is the reason for the recurrence in north Mesopotamia of painted decoration on
pottery, i.e., an apparent abrupt change in ceramic style in 19th century B.C. north Mesopotamia®.

In this opportunity of writing, the present writer attempts to explore every possibility in terms of
what influenced the appearance of the painted pottery designated as Khabur ware.

Divergent views

Up to the present, there have been three divergent apinions on the origin of Khabur ware: an eastern
origin, a western origin, and indigenousness 10 north Mesopotarnia. Now added to these is the possibil-
ity of a northern origin.

Eastern origin

The eastern origin was substantially proposed by M.E.L. Mallowan [1937: pp. 103104 and p.145],
although before such a proposal, E.A. Speiser pronounced a noftheast origin on what was later called
Khabur ware in terms of ethnic movements® [1933: p.273). Muallowan sought an area proposed for the
source of its origin into western [ran, choosing Tepe Giyanas a specific site, where there was 2 continu-

*  The Institute tor Cultural Studies of Ancient Irag. Kokushikan University, 1-1-1 Hirohakuma, Machida, Tokyo, 195-
8550, lapan

1) The vceurrence in the porth of 20th century B.C. pottery including southern early Isin-Lursa types is said 10 Nave been now attesied st Tell
Brak [Oates & Omes 1994: p.471; Outes, Outes & MeDonald 1997: p.62). Fhisis indeed important evidenee Tor fisling tul a gup between
Jate third milleonium pottery and Khabur wure in north Mesopolamia, However, because Brak. lying at'a crossing of roes linking the
upper Khabur basin with the Sinjur-* Afar pluin, ARSur and the Tarther south, is a specific site certainty providing evidence of southern
connections, there arises o Question 45 1o whether the sume ceramic occurrenve as at Brak can be confirmed at other sites in nith
Mesopotarmia, I not, we must be confronted with the serious problem of haw to idenlify the presence of vccupation in 20th century 8.C.
north Mesopotamia fcf, Weiss et al. 1993: p.9Y81Y. for "Hubur hiatus | ghase 3], Atany rate, w¢ waiit for the secand final report on the
excavations at Brak, including the details of this 20th cenury B.C. pottery. 1o be published.

%y In brief, this is the pottery represented by the types known from levels 1X-¥1 at Tell Taya or from the pre-Akkudin, Akkadin und post-
Akkadion levels of Tell Brak.

3)  Here, it it additionally noled that in the past, this was conmected with the migration of Hurrians |see Mallowan 1947: pp.24-25]. Bwi
such a theory has now been regarded ay invalid.

4)  Speiser specified no site for the origin of Khabur ware; instead. he speculated that the inhabi of Bilka stratum 4, yielding Khabur
ware, might be the forcrunners of Anatolians, who came in from the northeast, 2., “Hour", whe raided Bubylon later on | 1993: p213
with 0,30} The ethnic term “Hari™, mentioned by Spesier, obviously indicates the English terms “Hitite™ that is generully used lo
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Mmﬁm (mid-third millennium level 5 in SG5)y™»
mz__sn 1976: p.68]. The distribution of this b
m:__w”aﬁz valley™, from which it diverges, sh

alikh, at Chuera in the area between the Balikh and the Khabur rive;

Cilician plain, and at Abu Salabi
s alabikh (ED Il "
Ifthe date of this kind of band-paimted o oo o Mesopotamia

north and/or thereafter, it becomes
discussed.

On the o and, in i i

which g cnﬁ_m.ﬂn_““:_ﬁﬂ_“_ “.._E:_ %w_._w there is a site yielding third millennium band

ol Maros e pere g“n_n.m.._ : _n__“.“n for the western origin of Khabur ware (see Fig.5). The site i

Mardih 1131 represtuned o .muM:: _ pottery :m._.m been found in the horizon of EB 1V, in T.__&n_._FN in

Fle 324511 1o ed by Lﬂu& vw_snn Q. [Matthise 1977: Fig.16 on p.97; Mazzoni Bm_m_.._

i ot L _._o_..buom&_l and Fig.6:2]. This Ebla pottery is characterized b lai :

which snallor vomiomy i horiz 2._.. E_._am of red or black paint [Mazzoni 1985: PR TE..\ ons

cups” Mtz 19941 o300 m:9 a5 drinking vessels which Stefania Mazzoni terms _“_ua:ﬂ.o“_“Hm

vty m_.o:._n_ vo...._s _&n occurrence at Ebla of this kind of band-painted pottery is confi ;

this respect and further in respect %:%wﬁoo_n._ﬁwwwo.“ﬂ“am.ﬁ_“ a””o_. Crson ot e oo of Akad, wmz_“ﬂ_

. ation, the di i i i

be concerned i::. the band-painted pottery distributed along n_”____””__“Fo%:ﬁ”””ﬂnw.w“ﬁﬂ”qﬁh8‘

above,

Fig.5 EB IV band-painicd pottery from Ebk (scals 1:5).
Mazzoni 1994: Fig.6:2.

I

2. Mazxoni 1994:
1 Mazzoni 1994:
4. Muzzoni 1994;
5. Mazzoni 1994

Indigenity to north Mesopotamia

>=°—.__ﬂ_ Dﬂ_._._ & W W & -
ion regardin n_uﬂ origin of x__a_?cu ware is the n_w:__ that uﬂ__u.wu_.: WAre 18 an _BQ_W

32 i
) See Kelly-Buccellati & Shelby 1977: Fig.24:TPR 4 60 und Fig.25:TPR 4 62

) I H i IO 5. Al X
n e present article. e Ll o Mupich stores a number of third millenniur
ische Staatssammlu ng of Munich st ne i
33)  See note 22 in th The Prih a number of third lenni band el
ery veasels, all of which are sai rom sites ulong the middle Euphrwes. This also r.:_.mrs—-.,.z.zxg_:zz,::
POt Il of which d to be f b _-.__U:_

35)  See Moon 1987: no.363 on P76 and no.366 on p.77.

on the .E_na_n Euphrates |cf. Prag 1970: pp-79-81

m_z._.uE:_on potlery stretches in fact along the Emn_mha
owing sporadic eccurrences at Jidle and Harran on Eo
r, at Tarsus (EB II contexts)™in SM

-painted pottery can be extended i
. : into the Akkadian period
weighty as a key candidate when the origins of mwmﬂq in““. HM

-painted pottery

TILE ORIGINS OF KHARUR WARE 79

enous north Mesopotamian product, i.e., the north Mesopatamian origin.
In expiaining Khabur ware from Kiltepe Karum Ib in his book, Charles Burney regards it as indig-
enous to north Mesopotamia, though adducing no particular reasons 11977: p.1371. Further, prior to
Bumey. there is a suggestion, made by Hamlin, that there is evidence for un indigenous painted pottery
tradition in northern Mesopotamia (Hamlin 1971 p.313}. Hamlin, taking up so-called “*early’ or *cgg-
shell’ Khabur ware™ and ASur 15tar temple D painted potiery from among painted pottery groups
which predate Khabut ware and which “may have contributed to its typological make-up”, discussed
them but concluded that there was no conclusive evidence for the relations between the two ceramic
groups and Khabur ware (§971: pp.311-313]. Insicad, however, she pointed out that in northern
Mesopotamia, there were “unpainted pottery shapes which predate similar shapes associated with Habur
ware”, suggesting the presence of an indigenous tradition relating to Khabur ware [1971: p.313}. Next,
it was D.L. Stein who elucidated the indigenousness of Khabur ware o north Mesopotamia [1984]. Pay-
ing attention to the presence of the pottery that might be considered transitional besween earlier incised
or relief ware and Khabur ware, Stein asserted that ~iChabur ware was an indigenous north Mesopotamian
development”, and that “this development ..... was neither as sudden, nor as radical as originally clai med”
[1984: p.26]. The possible transitional pottery', pointed out by Stein, was that illustrated with
examples of the decorative style combining painting with incised and relicf designs, known from Chagar
Bazar {level 1), Telt Billa (stratum 4), Tell Taya (level 4) and Tell al-Rimah (area AS phase 3) [1984:

p-22}.

Northern origin
The painted pottery that occurs in the Malatya-Ealzig region (now also described as the Keban and

Karakaya Dam Project areas) in the third miltennivm B.C. is a topic for our further discussing the
origins of Khabur ware™. ,

This pottery is said to be of “a local style of painied pottery evolved in the Upper Euphrates region
around Malatya and Ealzig™, which “is found together with the burnished wares™ that one may term
“Early Trans-Caucasian” pottery originating in the Kura and Araxes vatleys of Trans-Caucasia [Sagona
1984: p.68]. Atany rate, the painted pottery is thus called “Malatya-Ealzig painted pottery™ or “painted
Malatya-Ealznif ware” [Sagona 1984: p.68; idem 1994: ¢.g. pp.45-46]. Of important in another aspect
is the fact that the Malatya-Ealzig region is marked as lying at the western extremity of the “Early Trans-
Caucasiun cultural zone” of which the term has been proposed by Charles Bumey [Burney & Lang
1971: pp.44—45 with a map). Burney's term “Early Trans-Cau i culture”, showing a widespread
material culture which extends from Trans-Caucasia southwards to Lake Urmia and southwestwards to
eastern Anatolia during the third millennium B.C.*™. is generally accepted by western archaeologists, as
pointed out by Antonio G. Sagona®. We are thus inclined to describe the painted pottery in question as
“Early Trans-Caucasian painted pottery”, although its occurrence is confined to the Malatya-Ealz1d
region, a sub-province of the “Early Trans-Caucasian culture™, where the sudden appearance of painted
pottery is u matter in dispute™,

363 See nole 24 in this snicle.

37) For the view of the transitionul potiery. see atso 3. Outes 1970: p 17

4y This was one of Lhe wpics given by Mr, Charles Burney, supervisor for my Ph.D. studi
Yef this topic untouched; but on this accasion of writing, | have devided to tuke i
like most sincerely to thunk Mr. Bumey. also distinguished as the praponent of the
this particular topic.

39) Burey & Lang 1971: p43: Burney 1977: p.128. Bumney also suggeses tha this cutiura) sphere, exhibiting uniformity in 1he first period,
shows diversity in the final period with the result that smalter culurul sub-privinces appear | 1977: p.128]. One of the sub-provinces is
the Malatya-Ealzi} aren, in which a local style of painted pottery evolved [Burmey 1977 3. As for the "Barly Truns-Caucusiun
culiure”, moreover, a principal problem bes in the fact that the it shows directions of expansion beyond the main culturdl zone [see
Bumey & Lang 1971: the map on p.45), which is howevera disputed point beyond the seope uf the subject of (e present article.

40) Ssgona 1984:9.15.
41} Marro 1997: p201HT.

sv. when § was ul Manchester. Sinve then | huve
ansideration s an interesting problem, 1 would
rly Trams-Caucasion culture”, for having given me
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