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Death and Burial in the
Late Islamic Near East:

Some Insights from

Archaeology and
Ethnography

St john Simpson
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A further cases known from Bahrain,”” Egypt,®
W8 16 and India’® All of these are non-urban
._.E_Mwaa which may be compared directly with
el raphic or cighteenth-nineteenth century Euro-
agsow.sﬁ__e_.,m observations of rural and bedouin
ﬁ”_ma communities in the Near East. Although
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Mmm ‘bedouin’ burials, many probably represent village
cemeteries.® The following comments represent an

atempt to integrate these major archacological and
ethnographic sources of evidence for death and burial in

the Late Islamic Near East.

Treatment of the body

Procedures for the proper treatment of the dead are
prescribed in the Islamic law manuals although the
Quran itself says nothing about funerals.” The body
should be buried before sunset or early the following
day, before which time all the necessary preparations
must have been made. The body is firstly stretched out
in the house, courtyard or morgue with the face and
soles of the feet towards Mecca.'® It must then be
washed, except in the case of martyrs for whom mro
blood is their hallmark of martyrdom. éumwim s.E.
water and soap or lotus leaves, followed by mﬂ._:r__:m
with camphor and dried leaves, is carried out either by
the spousc or by persons of the same sex as .En de-
ceased;'” the use of camphor may be a continuation ofa
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Sasanian mortuary practice The body is sortietinies
hennacd and perfumed, the head shaved (in the case of
men) or hair plaited (for women), beard trimmed, nails
pared and - if necessary ~ body cireumcised.? A striking
throwback to earlier customs is illustrated by a further
description o.h. Go painting and gilding of the faces of
dead young virgins at the Muslim village of Artas, south
of Bethlchem.® Bedouin undertake similar, but simpler,
preparations at or close to the place of burial. Rectangu-
lar paved areas found close to bedouin graves at T. el-
Hesi and in north-cast Jordan were probably used
during this stage of preparations.

The burning of a light close to the corpse is gener-
ally disapproved of although there are local exceptions.™*
Prayers are recited over the body; watch is kept over the
corpse and, in Egypt, the blood of an animal sacrifice is
scattered over the spot where the person died in order to
facilitate %w»:Eo of the soul or ghost and to expiate
minor sins.” The body is then wrapped in shrouds,
generally white in colour, which should be left open at
the head so as to allow the soul to escape freely. A green
outer shroud is used by Muslims and Copts alike in
Egypt® other grave clothes are described from Egypt
and Palestine.”” Variation in the type of cloth used as
shrouds reflects the relative wealth of the deceased™ but
valuable shrouds were deliberately torn in order to
reduce the risk of later 2:5:@1 Traces of cloth noted
in bedouin graves at T. el-Hesi, El-Lejjun and T, esh-
Shari'a wwa,éamzw represent the remains of such
shrouds.™ It is notable that burials without shrouds
were compared by villagers at Artas with the graves of
gipsics.! Coffins are rarcly used by Muslims although
these are not strictly forbidden.” Christian and Druze
communitics do use coffins,* and Butcher nnﬁ:.:.a an
incident in Egypt where the discovery of coffins in an
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Pragments of cloth survived in only two of the excavated
graves in Field V1 a1 T. el-Hesi: both were of linen.
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old disputed cemetery determined that the ground had to infants or secondary burials and the deepest 1o i

belonged to Christians rather than Muslims.™
The corpse is then placed on a ladder or bier with
low sides, covered with a shawl or rug (variations in
which signify the sex or status of the deceased) and
carried to the freshly dug grave by male relatives,
sometimes accompanied by boy singers, professional
wailers, musicians, paupers and female relatives.™ Itis
Sometimes considered unlucky to precede the bier as
this is the position of the angels of death. Similarly, as
the angels proceed on foor, it is often considered
improper to ride to a Muslim funeral. In contrast to
h?...w:.mn practice, these funeral processions travel
rapidly because, on the one hand, the righteous should
be E_Qs..& to reach heaven as rapidly as possible,
whereas in the case of sinners the cortége should reduce
as Bnm. as possible the length of contact with the
corpse. However, it is believed that the speed of the
funeral procession is also affected by the wishes and
&oodness of the deceased.” There are 1o restrictions on
other religious minorities attending the funeral, bu

some 83_.%._‘ it _.amnnan:.ma 10 stand beside the open
8rave as this is considered a Jewish custom.*

Grave construction
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exceptionally tall adult.® Further differences apparently
occur depending on whether the deceased was bedouin,
semi-sedentary or fully sedentary. i
Common types of Late Islamic 8LaVe vary from
35 ickeli ist® i
stone™ or mudbrick-lined cist™ (the latter suggestive of
a mudbrick village in the vicinity and perhaps even the
season as fresh bricks can only be made during the dry
season) to simple shaft graves” or shafis with undereyy
side-chambers blocked with re-used mudbricks, stones,
fired bricks, slag or even bushes, The latter obviously
leave no archacological traces.” The size of the side-
chamber should be sufficient to allow the deceased 1o si
upright during its interrogation by the angels.® The
bases of the graves should be pure earth,” Multiple
graves are permissible in times of war or epidemic byt
care should be taken 10 ensure that the first intermeng is
that of the most pious.™ Graves at Artas were unusual in
that the villagers here also used caves as tombs: there
was careful avoidance of those caves that contained
c:aono:..vow,d bodies but old burials were simply swepy
0 one .man before the new interment was vmmnﬁ =
Grangvist noted the sealing of tomb-entrances :._..5
stone slabs which were then plastered over in order to
reduce the chance of disturbance by men or animals;
channels were also dug around the tomb for drainage o
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pt, family vaults are constructed above
5

vesa. unusual excavated burials include simple in-
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9:2_2& beneath a cairn of stones.® Thomson
Ean_..”_ww v::: robbers’ tombs were marked by such
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siwcﬁs“w_un”a m““a common in Afghanisian and
s mim_? at T. Mevorakh and T. el-Hesi, miscar-
_«a_mm. tuses and Wdc:m babies were buried in so-called
fed eewma. pots.” Incidentally, these provide a clue as
.oﬁm.. Jate date (probably early eighteenth century AD
i ::, ) of these graves.” Other Islamic jar-burials have
o _n_r”@o:& from T. Zeror, north mound @)
wm.wsocm &T. Sera’ © and other Palestinian sites.”

Cemetery location

Owing to religious vSEE:o.sm on intramural
burial, Islamic graves tend to cluster in distinct cemeter-
ies beyond the settlement. The a_,ﬁ.mzon maintained
between the living and the dead varies ?o.B a track-
width at T. Abu Dhahir® to almost a Eosau,n at
Aliabad and Godin Tepe® or more at Hasanabad™ and
T. Yelkhi.¥” Cemeteries are often found on dry raised
ground (i.c. agriculturally poor 2&:8_&” areas),
particularly on nearby deserted tells,™ or rocky Mv__:.
Qouw% In cases 5&%3 an old cemetery becomes full, a
new spot is chosen.” : ;

: MWoSBn cases there is shared use by different E.
lages of one mound as a place of burial, the _.%E.nz side
of the mound corresponding to the village. ‘Whereas

55 Blackman 1968, 116; Lane 1987, 262. :

6 T. Mevorakh, Tomb 40 (Stern et al. 1978, 4): adult

57 Thomson 1911, 488. 5
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59 Stern et al. 1978, 4-5. 9, Fig. 1, Pls. & it
39.40, 107, Pls. 26:27, 84; Eakins 1993, 9, 11-12
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60 Amino acid epimerisation analysis of :M-o__n—_\“.:. oyl
shells from a site in the Negev Ennn.:m ¥ & Goodiriend
two associated sherds of ‘Gaza-ware Rosen
1993).
61  Ohata (ed.) 1967, PL XA
bR i 1970, 74 commented on the

63 Canaan 1927, J G___MH.“:?_‘V, among Late Bronze Age-iron
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64 Simpson, in preparation.
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71 Balwwar: RASIE o er 1993, T. Yelkhi: Fiorina 1985h,

communication. y ast seven differ

archacologists would probably refer to such cases as
single cemeteries, the villagers in question see distinct
areas as being representative of different communities.
Instances of longer-distance transport of the dead are
provided by the extensive Shi'ite cemeteries at Kerbela,
Najaf, Meshed, Qom and (in the Safavid period)
Ardabil, whence the deceased used to be wrapped in
shrouds or reeds, supported on wooden boards and
carried on horse, mule or camel-back.™ In the case of
Coptic funerals where the burial takes place at a
monastery, the coffin of the deceased is usually carried
on camel-back.” Significantly, improvements in
transport may contribute towards an increase in long-
distance transport of the dead.™

In urban cases, where cemeteries become full
and/or pressure on space precludes expansion of the
cemeteries, two solutions are possible. The first mu. re-
burial in crypts (as in the case of Christian communities
in Mosul); the second is the creation of separate ceme-
teries outside the walls (Muslim Mosul). The later tend
10 become the focus of certain other activities 3:2.%8&
hazardous or ‘antisocial’, such as pottery vaacm:e__ or
car-repair wuaﬁnwu ~=Q%=S_?, Q_E.x also cites the
case of Bosnian Muslim cemeteries X.:m._oﬁ_& close
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cemetery or close to a perennial water supply; _o.a
concern scems to have been shown by other camo::_
tribes, who simply buried the corpse near the tent.” The
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Graves within a cemetery are normally Rw:_m%
spaced.™' The combination of this with regular align-
ments theoretically contributes to @ more efficient use of

space. However, most cemeteries tend to be rather
organic in their growth, developing first laterally then
vertically as pressure of space precludes further spread
and finally shifting away altogether to a new location.
This sequence was partly demonstrated by the Stratum
11 Islamic cemetery at T. el-Hesi.® At T. Toqaan, there
was clustering of graves according to family (rather than

social) status and graves of close kin were located as
close together as possible.™ However, as death does not
respect family ties, in practice the development of

family plots is com
arowth of the cemetery,™ Blackman,
Lane each describe segregation of corp:
sex where the burials are placed in

caves.™ In the Hamrin basin of Irag,
Madhhur s said to
children.™

Separated areas or distinct cemeteries for children
and infants are frequent.¥ A Hasanabad, the two
cemeteries were 140 metres apart.® The reason given
was that babies were too young to know sin and there-
fore &o_.__navn kept separate.” However, there are also
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rearing two children.” A further discovery at this site
was that greater care was paid to the grave-construction
and laying out of the body of children who died at about
three years of age, suggesting a possible change in their
family status at this age.

Finally. there are numerous cases of graves cluster-
ing around the tombs of shaikhs and other important
figures, who are themselves interred close 10 a mosque
or shrine.” In most cases, it seems as if it is the presence
of the shrine that dictates the growth of a cemetery, the
main reasons apparently being that proximity to a holy
person will help protect the grave from disturbance and
increase the amount of blessing in the afterlife.® A
similar reason evidently lies behind the storage of grain,

heavy %%::E.ﬁ equipment or other possessions near
atomb or shrine.”

Interment & orientation

Islamic burials are normally primary
hence normally fully articulated

articulated and disarticulated by
vated at T. cl-Hesi and El-L n. The latter were
presumed to belong to “bedouin nomads who brought
their deceased from temporary burials in the winter
pasture to be reburied here” * However, a strong case
forward by the excavators of T. el-Hesi that

o_.. the secondary burials represented the
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may reply correctly upon subse-
siting angels. " Curiously, the
nd in order 1o prevent the lower
wva::ﬁé any cords around
:... some cases the shrouds
, careful ly folded and placed in

These observations
Hesi excavator’ terpretation of
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when excavated. Both
urials have been exca-
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thought to derive from skin coloration, was
bones of three womens' m—ﬁnasm at T. el-

- 16 The body is laid in the grave facing Mecca and
e ith the head to the west specific grave on_.%s.
i rse varies throughout the Islamic world. .>_
e e_.nowg:? slight shifts in orientation during
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gl unknown. A minority of burials excavated at
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o vators suggested this may have _Xo.: n:_.z.u cﬁ,s:_w
i ish to face Jerusalem, Islam’s third holiest city
e iw__w s even through genuine uncertainty on :.m part
Mmﬂ___ﬂ ow more individuals as to the true direction of

1

Z%n”wio—, variations occur in the laying out of the body
but it is unclear whether ._E.m was truly S:no._: om
whether it reflects minor variations in chronological an ;
social groupings. Some 235 E»::.n graves emn_a n.x_nnn
vated at T. Songor A, in the Im.B:: basin of rag: e
bodies were either placed on :..n: back or on 5&:% 3
with legs extended but arms n::n._‘ :.Gsd. or straigl .h_&
the sides."™® At T. el-Hesi, the majority of the Qnﬂu o
burials were either extended on their c»nm or ﬂur s
their right side; a minority were placed :.) o—nom _ﬂn :
tions, including that of a young woman who ha .
decapitated, possibly as a u==._w_.aBnE for Ew?”%:
adultery; at least one other individual may have .
buried alive."” At T. Zeror (north mound), ___Mn an_w._ e
tors found that bodies s.a_ﬂ_m Eun_u.a_w,:ﬂhﬂ,ﬁ e
0 the west or the easty* cruciaily, >4
won_.um faced south, i.e. towards _ﬁoﬁ». In Bpw__._., hﬁ_a.nw
the body was placed on onc side, ™ in others, t nasa&
were placed on their back with the right arm _em .
by the side but the left arm bent and 5», eft ha -
placed over the pelvis or (less commonly) the chest.

| physical characteris-

.=2~=u suggested that they may 1 ..u.ﬂ?. .H.._”ﬂ_
from a different tribal group, charsctenized 3 Mﬂ::e =
{who] entcred the community which ..5.._ _.-Mn., g
marriage, and that these women -..?.._n._ o
ochre in @ mannet :a__wmﬂﬁvﬂvm .w._;.u_n_.sm? -

& by 3 s
ﬁ:ﬁ.“.-:ﬂ an..uw.ﬂ_.-_s«s burisls from earlier periods in the
gt rerred with thei
1 is of northern Irag are said 1o be in!

bt - Aﬂun_.ﬂ_n-‘! (Drower 1941, 36.37, 185), Lane :-i".‘..a—.
el at further variation as some Muslims orientated | %
e~ head rather than the face towards Meccs a1 the :SM
o e e rareful 1o Dr AA. Soweleh for kindly pointing
n.h_asl. exceptions (Manchester, December 1993).

5, 79.

Lo 78) also obaerves that
Eakins , 25, 32, 35. Toombs (1985, 78) b

Lo Sﬁcﬁ.aw!.! in orientation of the head could exsily occur
“_.l shroad was not fully removed during the final stages.
Karnada 1984, 151

0 Fargo .wﬂ.»aﬁ..”n: 1978, 169, Toombs 1985, 66-90, 112-11%

= Eaking 1993, 7135

112 Ohwta (ed .~.w._8ﬂo-w_.w,ﬂw.:

Zevor, north mound Y §
" muum:.... Chase 1992, T. el-Hest: Toombs 1985, 71, ahw
TIA ekins 1993, 26.27, 33, 35, Eb-Lejjom: De Vries 1987, 45,

A B

Artas, the right hand was placed beneath the head; if
necessary, the body or head was propped up on bricks or

stones 1o ensure that they remained correctly orien-
tated."*

At T. Deir ‘Alla, the bodies are said to have been
covered with sherds and mudbricks.*® This may reflect
concern in protecting the corpses from being disin-
terred, particularly by dogs; for this reason, <=_£ma _w_w
western Iran placed large stones over the bodies.
Alternatively, it may reflect an aversion to letting the
carth touch the dead body."* Finally, each of the
mourners throws dust or three handfuls of earth into the
grave before the backfilling begins."™

Grave-goods

Late Islamic graves 8::.13.@33“ are 26.1%
ingly frequent in excavations, despite En._._a prohibi-
tions on waﬁrwo&m.,a Excavated categories of _.:_m.w
comprise coins; European twkens; items A.,_. _95__2.?
including beads, bells, pendants, finger-rings, carrings,
hair-rings, toe-rings, bracelets, w=E.n_w and :8&5,.”
(sometimes utilising perforated coins or __=v2._‘.o=_
metal discs); pins; combs; mirrors; knife blades; Mw-“
bottles; ceramics and natural .nm_osa stones n-:‘-_ .
around the head of the corpse. The range -.._._A._M= i 2
frequency of these objects can be judged

nying Appendix.
»Ro_w__ﬂ” ?”qua. significance of many of EQ» u..-i_m.
objects is uncertain. The occasional a__-cs.‘m_ﬁ_.w.-_a
unperforated coins in Islamic graves ﬂ_ﬁﬁn_ -“ i
Partho-Sasanian ?.-2_»”.. ~“”a-a3“2r ey .
i witl 8 owever

Mcsu_a.”n aﬁﬂm_ﬁs-_ Yezidis in northemn Iraq :oso.nh.
a.ﬁ_mﬂ,_ placed gold coins with the deceased as a

I [, Zeror, north maund: ON
R A _“:_J_a.ae._”_“ (1985, 76-77) concluded
v have dictated this practice whereby

reasts were covered s, 4142, P28
genitalia und bs 1978, 229, 1985, )
s :;..A_ﬁ.uﬂw o 108k, 224; Eaking 1993, 9, 11,
Lane h

18

116 Van der Kooij

1% w_.«_nu.._ 1949, 214. Cur
were found placed over
Batirain (Kervran 1982,

192, 128
1 R, e

1989, 42:43). * is sepored from Islamic graves
i Vnpealee 1 e ite K80 (Gup Silbersiein & Raveh
excavi)

J ol

1) and T. Jepreel, Area B _—.!5!_“—” ﬂ-ﬂ”ﬂm ol

s, o s o, e
i i e Ol'wt 8l

o !uﬂa?.:“ﬁ“%.. W: reporied from J-s-l excavased
n_dﬁ.a..-:,. in the Negey A__..ﬂ: c_ 976, _- ".u o

Inpious objects/ fragpment ncen b, ST
o .s..ﬂa_:c{v%!-_ inclusiony in the fifl, wre alse
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According to Butcher, Copts as well as Muslims
may be buried with items of jewellery.'” Some objects
may be gender-specific: Invernizzi observed that
ed particularly

bracelets and beads were found associ
with young girls' burials ar T. Yel
Stated that grave-goods were aSS0Ci;
burials at T. Zeror." Grave-goods of any

common in male graves at T, el-Hesj al
uons included burials
Significantly, at this

and Ohata
with womens’
sort were less
s though excep-
Wwith metal rings and bracelets, '
¢, the discovery of bracelets 0o
by the children with whom they
t at least some of the jewellery
mourners rather than the de-

large to have been worn
were found suggests tha

may have belonged 1o
ceased. !

: € glass or sto;
the ‘Evil Eye’ back ont
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melian or amber ye,
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ealing, Preventing car/throq, inflamma.

.v&% against jaundice,
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45 a means of fy
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of rewarding the examining angels who questioned the
deceased in the grave during the first night of burial;'*
and in the Bahia oasis of the Egyptian Western Desert,
Fakhry mentions that people still occasionally placed a
<ain in the mouth of the old-aged in order to prevent
other deaths in the family. An Iranian adaptation of
this practice is described by Sykes, who refers to the

placing in the mouth of an etched carnelian carrying the

132 Ay ove et al. 1976,
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LUrquoise o ensure prosperity; coral was
Kindness and good fortune; and cloves
weddings." Among these materials, b
and bracelets, cowries, and agate,
beads are found within Islamic @s well as eq
graves; cloves are unlikely to survive into the arg]
logical record (and in any case a
formed part of the death assemblage).
It is worth noting that frequently the coloyr or
shape of a bead is regarded as more important than the
raw material itself — hence the substitution of, for
ﬁﬁa&e red glass or, more recently, red plastic for
8:5_;.: or agate beads. In addition, the specific forms
c._. certain beads and types of jewellery were significant;
circular or triangular shapes were considered voin:,:_.

urfaces were also
regarded as effective means of protection against cyj|

: 13
influences.'® Triangular pendants, bells and mirrors aj]
graves. Cowries at T. el-Hesj were

regional urbap, vj

associated beliefs and (he excav,
ated my
would be very usefy), " the 33::%

¢, the available

whereas jtems
ice were preferred 8rave-goods.

with amuletic

inte Vi i
nal bleg Ehw and QMQ dangers, and ng.ﬁﬂ mﬁﬂn__u_”ga nsm_ e . i
Town/black and whiy n " € of grave-good: i bec:
and honey) beags §_~M man of the o Possibly because

I authors did not wi

Piece of soap i the graves
thread or kohl with women
beside the head of bedouin,

40, 19911 ¢

5.4& m 1825, 140)
+ 192, 382, Lane 1890, 519,533, ¢

9 Tempred by Jer  graves
- o Jero (n.d) for Late Assvrign Rreves
&F ea Sweer 1974, 315
Tanguist 1963, 62.63, g4

, k Musil
period | of. Miller _3.5 1908, 111, 424 On istoric

associated wigy
WeTe worn g
ue glass beads
carnelian and coral
rlier)

4 hago-
re less likely 1o have

Least some of these items (coffee sets, mirrors,

 that at sionally left as offerings on top of the
combs) are 0cca;

- are depicted on Late Islamic gravestones.”

uai%soo presence or absence of objects are clearly un-

jable means of distinguishing ..na.m.w_»amo_ from
g ic graves. Indeed, firmly identifiable Early
.Ewam_o graves are surprisingly rare. From the point of
w,___.s% the archacologist, this material culture therefore
1% tentially most uscful in dating graves within the
g vcmn period: as these graves provide relatively closed
W_M_”:? they may be considered au_.nm.n.._s_?o cmﬂ::o-
categories of Ottoman and later _.._._ms:m_ culture.™ The
occasional discovery of carlier coins R._._%,a as clements
of jewellery'®! suggests that extreme caution should be
used before »:a:%::m 1o date graves on the basis of
associated coins.'* However, some success has been r»n
through comparison of vao:&. glass ‘trade beads’
found, for instance, in Late Islamic graves wwn»nm_a»
with dated assemblages from North America.

Finally, although technically not maca.m.oo%,
mention should be made of the Iraqi Shi'ite v._.‘un.con of
placing small inscribed clay :E.&.Q.m.o:nm in the
graves of pilgrims who had made the journey 1o Kerbela
(whence they were made).'™ The Yezidis of northern
Iraq have a similar custom.'** Conder also mentions the
inclusion in certain Palestinian Shi'ite graves of
character commendations written on palm-leaves or .En
writing of prayers on the shroud.'® These practices
recall the occasional occurrence of scroll amulets in
graves of carlier periods. i

Grave-markers

Muslim law disapproves of inscribed or e:ﬁ
mented graves. It is therefore ironic that many aﬁo _E
most splendid monuments of Islam comprise tom! ,_
A primary purpose of grave-markers is to prevent peopic
from accidentally treading on or otherwise disturbing

accorded smoking a cenury later (Simpson 1990) ;an“m.h_,
coffec-making apparatus achicved a symbolism remind "
of Near Bastern ‘wine-sets’ of the first d_1:.::4. .
(Sherrat, in press; of. also Yassine (ed.) 1988, 273)

139 Cf. belowGrave-markers,

140 Mershen 1991, Spauer 1992

141 Eg at T. Razok: Gibson (ed ) 1981, 82, P1. 104, &

142 Mershen 1991a, 138-139, Tlisch 1993 A 3&.3_;.:.:?{
date was suggested by the excavators for some _S -
graves at T. Mevorakh (Stern &2 ol 1978, 5, 20, il il
"This was based on the discovery of » perforated twelfth cen.
vory silver coin in one grave. This clearly represents (e o
an 6id coin 88 an item of jewellery: & highly worn .s.§m§ oy
of Trajan was found in another late grave w1 the site (Ster!
ai. 1978, 9, 20, P1. 46: 10). Siec nlso 0. 161, 124-12 iy

143 Cited by Mershen, 19912 It should he possible 10 o
products of the Hebran glasshouses in some of these L
Tnlarnvic graves (cf Arkell Spaver 1992)

144 Niebuhr 1780, 11, 222-223; of_ siso Hansen 1967, 30-31

5 Bmpson 1928, 5162
14 Conder 1339, 127,

St Jokn Simpson

7

the dead™ Quranic quotations are 3
voﬂnﬁ.; lest the inscriptions become ﬁgﬁ“
nnm._on in z_.ﬁ way. The extent and type of grave-marker
varies considerably from site 1o site, Ethnographic
accounts from mwwvw_a Palestine,”" Jordan, ' Trag,®
Kuwait' and India*™ attest the use of temporary palm-
frond, reed, brick, pottery or sand mound markers, In
Baluchistan, there is even deliberate selection of third
millennium carved stone objects as markers for recent
graves or shrines* Similarly, in castern Jordan, old
Safaitic inxriptions scem t0 have been re-used as
bedouin grave-markers." The placing of palm-fronds,
aloes, myrtle and sometimes sweet basil above Rraves in
Egypt, Iraq, Syria and Turkey are believed to bestow a
blessing on the dead;'™ likewise, flowers are grown over
Druze, Iranian and Turkish graves™ and scarlet Rowers
are placed over Yezidi headstones on feast days.®
According to Lewis, cypresses were planted in Ottoman
cemeterics because “the aromatic resinous scent which
they gave ofl was considered an antidote to the grave-
lications of immor-
* The scale and
importance of these beliefs Ouoman Syria is
illustrated by Buckingham'’s description of mule caravan
wade in myrtle.'®

Significantly, most of these types of markers .n._a 10
erode rapidly and are unlikely to leave recognisable
traces in the archacological record.' Use of .;:.8 may
explain, however, the occasional accidental discovery _m
entire cemeteries of unmarked graves (T. w..w—»!.z
T. Mevorakhi'®  T. Songor A/™ T. Tuneinify
T, Yelkhi)® At T. Abu Dhahir, Aliabad and

149 Cf Dickson 1949, 208
150 Blackman 196%
151 Jaussen 1927, 336, Dagan 1962, 94

1825, 122-123
152 :..“_-m...._.u”m_ 50, el 1911, 0, Rowx 1960, 25; Postgate 19808,

ckson 1949, 210,

Thert 1959, 1K7- 188,

les 1977,

157 Lancaster & Lancaster 1993, 154, 157
Thomson 1911, &4; Blackman 1968, 1

1% I:Z_x; %47, 408400, 416:417; Cander 1889, 125 Barth 19850,

143, Llewellyn _Ma? 5
1941, 1
.‘Jq“e,:_ 108, of. ubso Drower 1937, 183, 190
401
Fuckingham 1825, 400 kst
grave-markers 4

i qﬂM‘uth“.m:i_S: und o lack of intersecting
in N
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15, However, st T Songor A, many

HMJ%N:..:. supporting the excavaions iﬂ.aaﬁ hat sn
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Ohysy 1988, 127, 150)
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Unworked stones are frequently used as hmﬁ
markers, for insiance in Iran, {mocdie 9E
Jordan,'” Palestine and the Negev. More unusu
tvpes of marker are found in Central Asia: at x.o._am.
Urgench (Turkmenistan), the ladders E.& as biers in
the funeral-procession were then left upright mvown. the
grave, whereas at Kaminskoye (Kyrgyzia) aluminium
yurt frames placed over the graves were used to imitate
the former homes of the deceased.'”

Where present, tombstones may indicate the name,
family or tribe and profession of the deceased. This is
particularly well-defined in the case of Ottoman tombs
in Istanbul and other Turkish cities.'” Conversely,
according to Kramer,'® villagers at Aliabad were usually
unable to identify grave occupants “unless the deceased
were close kin, the death was very recent, or the grave
has an inscription”. At Artas, different shapes of stone
were used 1o correspond (o different sexes;” in Egypt,
sex was distinguished by different numbers of sticks or
projections at the top of the tomb'™ and in western Iran
the addition of 2 third stone over the centre of the grave
marked the womens' graves.'” Elsewhere, womens'
graves are denoted by garments or plaits of hair placed
over the 0p'® although Drower'® implics that plaits
simply mark 2 sign of mourning by widows. Upright
gravestones may also be attributed another function as
St Clair™ wag informed that on oceasion they repre-
sented the angels of death. Individuals who died in
.S:_n may have weapons depicted on the tombstone, as
in the case of tombs observed immediately outside
Mosul in 1758™ and more recent graves in Irag, '™
Yassine has briefly described bedouin cut tomb-
rdan and decorated with “some of the
uin_ hospitality, such as the coffec
coffee pot and cups”,* ’
beliel reported by Granqgvist that

caoa.an%maa:w:nmx? They
are hung up and turned upside down, "'* wmw::._nu::r a
number .oa bedouin grayes in eastern Jordan possess a
“short distance from the foot of the

8rave ... a circle of

169 Personal observation; Kramer 1952,
170 Kramer 1982, 76,77 N e

grinder, and the
reflect a bedouin

59 Dagan 1992, 101,

174 Mﬂn"osn_ Nrﬂ:n:.:_u. 1991. The conie:
T 1omb-towers may be jnf), v

175 White 1345, 11, uﬁ.w«uc. i

176 Keamer 1983, 75

177 Grangyis 1965, 56,

178 “uu-wﬁ.nw_wmo. L1215 e, also Musil 1928, 671

al roofs of Seljyk and
tent designy

0; Mershen 19915,
179 Kramer 1993, 76,

_Sﬁaaasz 1965, 106107,
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183 Ives 1773, 333

) 1988, 273, of. py
18 G st 1965, _ow._gn T4, this volume.
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stones, often built up against 2 large standing stone,
with a variable number of upright stones within it and,
perhaps, a pile of small spherical stones E.&Gv... d..,n&
“represent a coffee hearth(s), the stones within it being
coffee avca and the smaller ones being camel-dung
fuel"'® Further claborate adult gravestones are
occasionally found in western __.mn. and south-cast
Turkey: examples include the depiction of a prayer
stone, prayer beads, ewer and bowl (=washing set) or a
semi-circular comb for a man and scissors, a mirror ora
double-sided comb for a woman. Others depict scenes
with armed horsemen, ibex, gazelles or weaving, with
the front and back sides of the stele corresponding to
‘life’ and ‘death”.'™ In some Yezidi cases, the scene may

symbolise the manner of death of the individual interred
beneath.'®

Post-funerary ceremonies

Dyeing of the face and hands, tearing of garments,
scratching of checks, wailing and occasionally the

grave by female relatives of the deceased are customary
amongst Muslims (and minority groups'®) although
forbidden by the Prophet and disapproved of by the
orthodox. " cklaces and bracelets may be broken and
discarded."” Suggestions that this sometimes occurred
at the grave-side are provided by the discovery of glass
agments near Late Islamic graves at T, Abu

T. Iktanu,"™ T. Razuk'” and T. Songor A.'*
The period of mourning is characterised also by the
wearing of dull-coloured or old clothing, and a tempo-
fary stop in manufacture of bright t les or basketry, '
Quotations from the Quran are re over the grave
and incense is burnt at Yezidj funerals.'™
.ﬂ.Scng the Near East, there is a strong Late
Islamic tradition of undertaking rityal meals at the
grave-side. In Egypy, specially-baked loaves are brought
regularly to the 8rave where they are often donated in
mbled paupers. '™
fruit, water, clothes and cven cash
50 made at the Brave-side in Egypt,
nd Iraq as an act of charity on behalf of

f the deceased 10 asse
Bread, figs, dried

offerings were a)
Palestine, Syria a

-158.
Moriensen & Mortensen 1989, 932934,
' Vanden Berghe & Tourovets 1992, 20.35,

Grangvist 1965, 53.54, 142142,
22125,

35 Dickson 1949, 209-210,
ion

Butcher nd., 35
118120, 259, 261

“60; Lane 1890, 4853 Blackman 198, 15,

;% special care was taken in
the oul “ S_Mwﬂoﬂwwmwo.iﬁ food of the n_onﬂu&.s_
e A% 17 th century “bedouin” graves in the
E;BBﬁ:E:QSﬂﬁ covered in “numerous propitiatory

i Enu tokens in memory of the tenants of the
45 wawnzcm.__ confirms that specially baked c—.ﬂn
i and water libations were offered wo_. bedouin
%,n:_._mww a practice that continues today. Drower
wa<.n_v the carcfully prescribed 5.@.3_25 of and
e t Mandacan ritual meals in _._—n marshes of
e m—ﬂun.am m»_nnnmuﬁmﬁb& mentions .52 other
8=5n.=w§ gravestones had scooped-out tops in order %
E_nﬂ:_sm:insn as a drink for the %8:& 8=_m
e e reason presumably lies behind the Egyptian
o HM.&. placing a full im_nn.wmn at the rB.a of the
van_a. and may explain the discovery of six water
_m,_._.una_m (abarig) above 9%4 capstones of an excavated

¢ e at T. el-Hesi. -
E:mﬂ”mmmnr the cemeteries wonoin u_»n.nu o_w N__......
tude and grazing, hence perhaps the &Roﬁ.:mmeo.ﬂ o
Ottoman smokers’ pipes at T. >v=§§§==, A
Hesi, 2! T. Madhhur **and T. Razuk.

Conclusions

ic graves
The diversity in excavated rural :ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ ﬂﬂ%
reflects variation in the age, sex and socia g
deccased. Anthropological verification is .,ﬂ” s
these factors are to be tested as alterna v_... b
prevalent archacological .n-:.un:Q 803&5:& e
hicrarchy from mortuary ns%__—nm_u.wnnn vove_-noa__av?—a
logical studies of excavated Lac | v frasmicooei
still at an early stage”™ but their poten

from the
has been highlighted i:...ﬂﬁ:.ﬂ-__.._sn_ﬁ__-,_v s
Negev and Hamrin basin. , S
n_n%nawn:_ contemporancous ethnic and relig

205
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oy 1987, Bonsthe

L 1989, 297, Fakins
Marsumonn & Yokoysms
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s Wﬂﬂ.:

is unclear from archacology yet - e
Muslim and Coptic mortuary ceremonies has been
demonsizated from Egypt** and Bets has alluded o
“marked tribal differences in burial customs™ in the
m»aﬂuusn:oﬁ.—oanpuqﬁkgiﬁ record for
the Near East points to relatively rapid changes in
fashion and wide variation of detail SEE even rela-
tively small geographical arcas: the implications of these
variables for appreciating variability in associated
material culture and death-assemblages should rot b
undercstimated. There are hints also of .a&au._
continuity in burial-practices from pre-Islamic aﬁ
particularly concerning treatment of .!..8& and
placement of grave-goods (albeit 4_9__. an -=MM
theological context). For instance, in mﬁ_smmosq o
ceremonies are “performed largely for the benel ___nn o
departed, to ensure them happiness in the e
yond”** Throughout the Late Islamic Near East =
are strong suggestions that _oﬂ_ %vﬂ.ﬁ”ﬂ H_uh 4
liefs and orthodox religion all play
Hu:.. and funcrary 83_,_-3:_”3 Msﬂ_n Rﬂﬂﬁwﬂ a—ns:w
e-goods scem 10 have 1 ¢
wﬂunmw& apotropaic propertics rather a_-n_._. anﬂneu.._
value: major disparities with the corresponding i
und ethnographic record %Besai_n the nﬂ o
anreliability of 5%3_0 __a.whs.ﬂn.ﬁrﬂﬁsaa
o aamaﬁnﬂ-hﬂo.n__ n _M:_: of grave construction -ﬂ
e organisation. On the c—._m of -__nj avnue_.a
..uans._w: not surprising that considerable n:z. m-.. .
it ,_s variation also occurs in the Ancient Near _Sﬁ..
i emeteries from different periods may
—:%R._, o mon than do different sites within —..:i...
aﬁ“-h_monﬁa_tiaﬁ studics of the mortuary ah"%.x.n
w_.ﬂ_: n._nnaa periods would be useful in future,

y 1968, 109128
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Appendix: Artifact categories from excavated Late
Islamic graves in the Near East

Coins
Balawat (Curtis, Collon & Green 1993, 30), T. Dor, Site K60

(Guz-Silberstein & Raveh 1990, 51), T. el-Hess (Toombs 1945, 95,
100-101, 116, Pls. 68b, 69a-b, 70), El-Lejjun (Betlyon 1945, 32.33,
1987: 683-684; De Vries 1987, 344-346), T. Karrana. Bunal 16
(Wilhelm & Zaccagnini 1991, 12-13; Ilisch 1993), T. Mevorakh
(Stern et al. 1978, 4-5, 9, 20, PL. 46: 15), M1. Nebo (Saller 1941,
285), Qal'at al-Bahrain (Kervran 1982, 75), Rang Mahal, Grave |
(Halbert 1959, 185, PL. 86: 41), Umm Qais (Mershen 1991a, 137-
138), T. Yogqne'am (Avissar 1987, 7).

N.B. Some examples at T. el-Hesi and El-Lejjun were ham-
mered flat, hence the legends were illegible.

Tokens
T. Chagar Bazar, Trench A (Mallowan 1936, 6; Christic Mal-
lowan 1983, 136-137; 17th century, Hans Krauwinkel of Nurem-

burg).

Beads

Silver: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 99, P1. 65a).

Copper alloy: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 97, 99, Pls. 62a: 4,
63a).

Glass: T. el-Hesi (Fargo & O’Connell 1978, 173; Toombs 1945,
94-100 & Pls.), El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987, 344), T. Mevorakh,
Tomb 28 (Stern ez al. 1978, 5, 9, 103, P1. 41: 4, 6), M1. Nebo (Saller
1941, 1, 314), T. Qiri, Tombs 5-7 (Avissar 1987, 8, 48-49: Figs. 6:
14-15, 17, 21-22), T. al-Raqai (Curvers 1987, 7, 29: Fig. 17: 89),
T. Razuk, Burial 5 (Gibson (ed.) 1981, 82, P1. 104: ), T. Songor A,
Graves 46-47, 55, 154, 251 (Kamada & Ohtsu 1958, 160-161, 171:
Fig. 18), Umm Qais (Mershen 1990, 332), T. Yelkhi (Invernizzi
1980, 30), T. Yogne'am (Avissar 1987, 8).

Venetian glass (7): T. Qiri, Tomb 5 (Avissar 1957, 8, 48-49: Fig. 6: 18).

Composition: T. el-Hesi (?) (Toombs 1985, 94, 96-99), T. Qiri,
Tomb 5 (Avissar 1987, 8, 48-49: Fig. 6: 16), T. Songor A, Graves 46,
278 (Kamada & Ohtsu 1988, 151, 160, 171: Fig. 18).

Plastic: El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987, 344, 346).

Blue plastic: T. Razuk, Burial 4 (Gibson (ed.) 198), 82,
Pl 104: 5).

- Amber: T. Iktanu (Prag 1989, 42; cf. also Prag 1991, 55),
T. Mevorakh, Tomb 17 (Stern et al. 1975, 5, 9, 103, PL. 41: 2), T.
Qiri (Avissar 1987, 8, 48-49: Fig. 6. 19), Umm Qais (Mershen 1990,
mmmam;mwwamummm

(Toombs 1985, 9596, 98 & Plsy), T. Razuk,

Soapstone |
PL41: 1,3

Black stone

w1, 4
e
¥
b Wood
v
(Ohata (ed.) 1966, 3
MN.B. Some © acele wr
below)
Bells
Silver: T. Mevorakh, Tomb 17 n 97 9. 103
Pl. 41: 15).

Copper alloy: T. Gubba (11 1989, 224, Pl 49, No
Hesi (Toombs 1985, 101, PL. 69c-d, with ']
(De Vries 1987, 344), T. Mevorakh, Te 29 (S
9, 103, PL 41: 13-14), T. Songor A, Grave 100
1988, 158, 170: Fig. 17, P1. 52A).

Unspecified: T. Sh. ‘Ahmed el-'Areyny (Yeivin 1961, P12:21).

Pendants
Silver: T. Mevorakh, Tomb 4 (Stern ez al. 1978.5, 9, 103, PL 41:18)
Copper alloy: T. Mevorakh, Tombs 31, 33 (Stern e al. 1978, 5,
9,103, PL. 41:16-17).
Glass: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 100).
Composition: Balawat (Curtis, Collon & Green 1993, 30).
Shell: mother-of-pearl: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1925, 100, Pls. 5%a:
43, 62c: 1, 66a: 23, 68¢).
Green stone: T. Qiri (Avissar 1987, 7-8, 48-49: Fig. 6: 20).
Travertine: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 98, 100, Pl. 67a: 4).
Unspecified: T. Yogne'am (Avissar 1987, 7).

Finger-Rings

Copper alloy: T. cl-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 101-102, Pl 7ib,
silver-plated), El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987, 344), Pella (?) (Hennessy
et al. 1983, 359), T. al-Raqai (Curvers 1987, 8), T. esh-Shari'a
(Oren 1976, 12), T. Songor A, Grave 154 (Kamada & Ohtsu 1988,
158, 170: Fig. 17, PL 52A).

With stone insets: T. el-Hesi (Fargo & O'Connell 1978, 173;
Toombs 1985, 101-102), Umm Qais (Mershen 1991a, 137, 139),
T. Zeror, north mound (Ohata (ed.) 1966, 3).

With glass insets: El-Bawiti (Fakhry 1950, I, 110, P1. LXVIID),
T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 101-102).
Iron: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 101, Pls. 71a, 72c).
- Bone: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 101, P1. 71c: 1-2).
Unspecified: T. Sh. fAhm;?’d el-'Areyny (Yeivin 1961, Pl 2),
e £ , 139).
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Unspecified

I el'Areyny (Yewvin 1961, PL. 2),
s (Mes 37) .

ymm Qa1

Hair-Rings

Copper alloy viti (Fakhry 1950, 11, 110, P1. LXVIII).
Twisted glas i Alla (Van der Kooij & Ibrahim (eds)

1989, 90, 110

Toe-Rings

Copper alloy & iron: T. cl-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 102 & Pls.).

Bracelets

Copper alloy: El-Bawiti (Fakhry 1950, II, 110, Pl. LXVIII),
T. Deir Alla (Van der Kooij & Ibrahim (eds) 1989, 110), T. el-Hesi
(Fargo & O’Connell 1978, 173; Toombs 1985, 103-104 & Pls, some
with snake-head terminals and traces of cloth), El-Lejjun (De
Vries 1987, 344), T. Mevorakh, Tomb 17 (Stern et al. 1978, 5, 9,
103, PL. 41: 20), T. esh-Shari’a (Oren 1976, 12, one with traces of
cloth), T. Songor A, Grave 278 (Kamada & Ohtsu 1988, 151,
PL44A: on both arms), Umm Qais (Mershen 1991a, 139),
T. Yogne'am (Avissar 1987, 7), T. Zeror, north mound (Ohata (ed.)
1966, 3).

Iron: Caesarea, area KK (Chase 1992), T. Deir Alla (Van der
Kooij & Ibrahim (eds) 1989, 110), Gezer, Cave 30 (?) (Macalister
1912, 1, 312), T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 104, Pl. 81a-c), El-Lejjun
(De Vries 1987, 344), T. Mevorakh, Tombs 5, 17, 31 (Stern et al.
1978, 5, 9, 103, PL. 41: 19), T. Songor A, Graves 264, 278 (Kamada
& Ohtsu 1988, 151, PL. 44A: on left arm), Umm Qais (Mershen
1991a, 139), T. Zeror, north mound (Ohata (ed.) 1966, 3).

Unspecified metal: Umm Qais (Mershen 1990, 332).

Blue glass: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 102-103 & Pls), At
Mevorakh, Tombs 2, 25, 31 (Stern ez al. 1978, 5, 9, 103, PI. 41: 21-
22), T. al-Raqai (Curvers 1987, 7, 29: Fig. 17: 90).

Amber glass: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 102-103, PL. 76a: 4).

Coloured twisted or trailed glass: T. Dan, area B (Spauer 1992,
57-59), Gezer, Cave 30 (Macalister 1912, 1, 312, 315, Fig. 166),
T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 103 & Pls.), T. Jemmeh (Petrie 1928, 25,
Pl. LVXVII: 4-8), Jerusalem: Bethany (Saller 19573 3':27), Mt. Nebo
(Saller 1941, 1, 314), T. Sh. ‘Ahmed el-'Areyny (Yeivin 1961,?1. 2).

Unspecified glass: T. Gubba, Graves 295-303, _352-353 (i 1_9_89,
221, 234: Fig. 23, PL. 44), T. el-Hesi (I‘oonllbs 1985, 18), El-Lejjun
(De Vries 1987, 344), Qal'at al-Bahrain (Kervran 1982, 75,
PL VIB), T. esh-Shari’a (Oren 1976, 12), Umm Qais (Mershen
1990, 332, 1991a: 137, 139), T. Yelkhi (lnvernizzi 1980, 30).
Plastic: T. Razuk, Burial 4 (Gibso 981, 82, P1. 104: 7).
Leather studded with metal: T. el-Hesi (Too b‘1’98f!;g4)532
Leather studded with glass: Umm Gkl 2y
1991a: 137, 139). :

Unspecified: T.

N.B. Bracel

Anklets

Copper alloy: T. Dei :
1989, 90, no),w 1 Alla (Van der Kooij & forskies (o)

Iron: T. Dei ij
1]0)1.'0“ Deir Alla (Van der Kooij & Ibratum (eds) 1989, 90,

Head-dresses

T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 105-106, P1. 80a), El-Lejjun (Betlyon

1985, 32-33; De Vries 1987, 344), Umm Qais (Mershen
1991a: 139). . g R

Pins
Copper alloy: T. el-Hesi (Toombs 1985, 104, P1. 64b).

Combs

‘Wooden: El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987, 344), Rang Mahal (Halbent
1959, 185).

Mirrors

Bronze: T. Songor A, Grave 278, circular mirror found close
behind the cranium of an adult (Kamada & Ohtsu 1988, 151, 158,
Pls. 444, 53).

Glass: T. Mevorakh, Tomb 17 (Stern et al. 1978, 5-7, PI. 41: 23-
25). Traces of silvering survived on the backs suggesting that they
were originally mounted on a perishable (perhaps cloth) backing.

N.B. Mirror fragments are also reported from bedouin graves at
El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987, 344).

Knife Blades
Iron: El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987, 344).

Glassware

T. el-Hesi (%) (Toombs 1985, 108), El-Lejjun (De Vries 1987,
344; Parker 1988, 142, 146: Fig. 14), T. Sh. ‘Ahmed el-"Areyny
(Yeivin 1961, 4, PL. 2: 1-8).

Ceramics
T. Dor, Site K-60 (Guz-Sill
Hesi (Toombs 1985, 106-108




