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CLANEK: Evil genius? How Dishonesty Can Lead to Greater
Creativity

Znaceni:

1 — primarni informace

. Like other forms of unethical behavior, dishonesty involves breaking a rule—the social

principle that people should tell the truth. Much of the scholarly attention devoted to
understanding why individuals behave unethically has therefore focused on the factors that
lead people to break rules.

Although rule breaking carries a negative connotation in the domain of ethics, it carries a
positive connotation in another well-researched domain: creativity.
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The causal relationship between creativity and unethical behavior may take two possible
forms: The creative process may trigger dishonesty; alternatively, acting unethically may
enhance creativity. Research has demonstrated that enhancing the motivation to think
outside the box can drive people toward more dishonest decisions (Beaussart, Andrews, &
Kaufman, 2013; Gino & Ariely, 2012). But could acting dishonestly enhance creativity in
subsequent tasks?

In five experiments, we obtained the first empirical evidence that behaving dishonestly can
spur creativity and examined the psychological mechanism explaining this link. We suggest
that after behaving dishonestly, people feel less constrained by rules, and are thus more
likely to act creatively by constructing associations between previously unassociated
cognitive elements.

DISKUZE

There is little doubt that dishonesty creates costs for society. It is less clear whether it
produces any positive consequences. This research identified one such positive
consequence, demonstrating that people may become more creative after behaving
dishonestly because acting dishonestly leaves them feeling less constrained by rules.

By identifying potential consequences of acting dishonestly, these findings complement
existing research on behavioral ethics and moral psychology, which has focused primarily on
identifying the antecedents to unethical behavior (Bazerman & Gino, 2012). These findings
also advance understanding of creative behavior by showing that feeling unconstrained by
rules enhances creative sparks. More speculatively, our research raises the possibility that
one of the reasons why dishonesty is so widespread in today’s society is that by acting
dishonestly, people become more creative, which allows them to come up with more
creative justifications for their immoral behavior and therefore makes them more likely to
behave dishonestly (Gino & Ariely, 2012), which may make them more creative, and so on.

In sum, this research shows that the sentiment expressed in the common saying “rules are
meant to be broken” is at the root of both creative performance and dishonest behavior. It
also provides new evidence that dishonesty may therefore lead people to become more
creative in their subsequent endeavors.

ZDROJE:
K porovnani pouzitych zdrojl v ¢lanku Evile genius jsem si vybrala tfi nasledujici zdroje:

1. Bailin, S. (1987). Critical and creative thinking. Informal Logic, 9, 23-30.

Cit. Divergent thinking requires that people break some (but not all) rules within a domain to
construct associations between previously unassociated cognitive elements.

Creative thinking, on the other hand, is precisely the type of thinking which can transcend
frameworks. It is inventive, imaginative, and involves the generation of new idea. Because it
involves breaking out of old frameworks, creative thinking is thought to exhibit
characteristics which are precisely the opposite of critical thinking. It is essentially
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generative, spontaneous, and non-evaluative. It involves divergent thinking, rule-breaking,
he suspension of judgment, ad leaps of imagination.

2. Cropley, D. H., Kaufman, J. C. & A. J. Cropley (2003) Malevolent creativity: A
functional model of creativity in terrorism and crime. Creativity Research Journal,
20, 105-11

Cit. Given that both dishonesty and creativity involve rule breaking, the individuals most
likely to behave dishonestly and the individuals most likely to be creative may be one and the
same. Indeed, highly creative people are more likely than less creative people to bend rules or
break laws

Criminality may sometimes be a kind of accidental by-product of creativity: Because
creativity requires deviating from the conventional, there is a permanent tension between
being creative and producing products that go too far, sometimes to the point of breaking
the law (whether or not other societies or later generations would approve of the law in
question)

A second kind of link between creativity and crime is seen when creative individuals break
the law, not as part of their creativity or as a direct result of their kreativity but, so to speak,
on the side. A creative individual who committed a murder or robbed a bank would be an
obvious example. The fact that the murderer was highly creative might help him or her to
plan and carry out the crime in a novel way, but by and large the fact that the murderer was
creative would be coincidental.

3. Gino, F., Ariely, D. (2012). The dark side of creativity: Original thinkers can be more
dishonest. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 102, 445-459

Cit. The causal relationship between creativity and unethical behavior may take two possible
forms: The creative process may trigger dishonesty; alternatively, acting unethically may
enhance creativity. Research has demonstrated that enhancing the motivation to think
outside the box can drive people toward more dishonest decisions.

Across the five studies, we demonstrated that both a creative personality and an activated
creative mindset promote individuals ability to justify their unethical actions.

Vsechny tfi plvodni zdroje mi pomohly k lepSimu pochopeni problematiky ¢lanku.
Vyjmuté myslenky shrnuté zpravidla do jedné véty mi ¢astokrat nedaly adekvatni informaci,
kterou bych potfebovala pro porozuméni problematice textu. Teprve po precteni citovanych
zdroja jsem pochopila, vyznam nékterych vyrokl. Nejvice ze vSech mi pomohl plvodni
¢lanek k prvni citaci, kde autor podrobnéji vysvétloval své zavéry. Bylo vSak obtizné vybrat
vétu, kterd prfimo vypovida o informaci, ktera byla citovana. K pochopeni zaméru, ktery mél
autor ¢lanku Evil genius, je treba si precist vétsi ¢ast textu z pivodniho ¢lanku.

CLANEK: Chcete byt kreativni? Podvadéjte.
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Chcete byt kreativni, chcete oplyvat predstavivosti a mit nové neotrelé napady? Je
zde jedno feseni, jak toho dosahnout. Podvadéjte. Zni Vam to trochu neeticky? Ano, neetické
to je. Nedostatek moralky a etiky je pravé tim tajnym klicem k Vasemu kreativnimu mysleni.

Psal se rok 2013 a na svétlo svéta vySel novy védecky clanek: Evil genius? How
Dishonesty Can Lead to Greater Creativity. JiZz samotny ndzev vzbuzuje zvédavost a vyzyvavé
se nam nabizi k pfecteni. Neni snad kreativita dobra véc? V nasi euroamerické spolecnosti je
vysoce cenéna, kazdy by si rad do svého Zivotopisu napsal do kolonky vlastnosti kreativni.
Kreativita a kreativni chovani ma vsak i svou stinnou stranku. Tuto temnou stranku ndm
chtéli ukdzat autofi ¢lanku Evil genius Francesca Gino a Wiltermuth S. Scott z Harvardské
univerzity. Tito dva mladi védci, resp. védkyné a védec, se otdzkou kreativity jiz néjakou dobu
zabyvaji. Podle jejich ndzoru necestné a kreativni chovani maji néco spole¢ného. Vzdjemnym
pojitkem je porusovani pravidel. Zaroven tvrdi, Ze kreativni chovani muze vést k neCestnému
a necestné chovani zase ke kreativnimu. Svoje hypotézy se pokusili ovéfit pomoci péti
experimentl. VSechny experimenty mély podobnou strukturu. Lidé pfi nich méli moznost
podvadét (podvody samoziejmé vyzkumnici rozpoznali). Poté probandim byla mérena
kreativita. Prvni experiment se zaméril, zda lidé, ktefi se prokazali jako kreativnéjsi, budou
také vice podvadét. Na rozdil od prvniho experimentu, kde si participanti mohli vybrat, zda
budou podvadét i ne, ve druhém experimentu je vyzkumnici pfimo nabizeli k podvodu, aby
mohli poté zméfrit, jestli toto necestné chovani v nich probudi kreativitu. A svéte div se,
v nasledujicim ukolu byli participanti opravdu kreativnéjsi. PoruSovanim pravidel s nebo bez
etickych disledkd se zabyval treti experiment. Ukazalo se, Ze pokud lidem hrozi etické
disledky z jejich podvadéni, napr. Ihani, jejich kreativita opét roste. Kazdy z nas nékdy lhal a
mlzeme dat za pravdu vyzkumniklm, Ze ,neprlstfelnda” lez potfebuje notnou davku
kreativity. Posledni dva experimenty se tykaly pocitu, kdy nejsme spoutani pravidly a zakazy.
Jisté neni divu, Ze i tyto experimenty potvrdili hypotézy experimentator(i, Ze pocit
nespoutanosti vede k vétsi kreativité.

Kreativita je stale kouzelné slivko, které vnas vzbuzuje pravé tu touhu po
prekracovani hranic, porusovani pravidel a vSech zabé&hnutych konvenci. Pojdme tedy v sobé
probudit trochu té kreativity. Navod, jak na to, je ukryt v ¢lanku Evil genius.
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