UNIT ONE
The ## ba structure

A The & ba structure, which is unigue to the Chinese language, has the effect
of shifting the object of the verb in the sentence to a pre-verbal position. It is
used most often with action verbs, The sentence: {iT8 TH- M+ - ta dh po
le na/nei ge beizi ‘He broke that cup.’, for cxample, may also be expressed as:
fHEHTH-IT# T - ta bA ni/ndi gé beld di po le. There are two imporiant
rules concemning the use of {@ bé:

{1} The object must be of definite reference. In our example, the object T 7T
¥ na/mei ge béizi is of definite reference.

One cannot say:

e — T R FFTRE T o ta b yi gé béizi di po le
because - - -1+F ¥i gé beizi is of indefinite reference.

(2) The verb mnst incorporate a complement. In our example, the verb 7 da is
complemented by &% pd, without which the sentence would sound incomplete.

One cannot say:
*{th WA 4F 74T - tA ba na/neéi gé beizi da

B There are various kinds of complements. In the examples given below, the
complement in each case is shown in round brackets:

(1) Resnlt complements. These are either adjectives or verbs, which indicate Lhe
outcome of an action. # po above is an example of a verbal result comple-
ment. (See also Basic Chinese, Unit 22.)

SlH LR T - siji ba giché xii hio le (47 hio)
The driver repaired his car.
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A PERBTSE T - xuésheng ba héibian ca ganjing le (77 ganjing)
The student cleaned the blackboard.

IS N ESRET ¢
ta ba na/nei pian wénzhing xié win le (77 wan)
He has finished writing that essay.

#hiE P EFTIT T « ta ba chuanghu dou da kai le (4 kai)
She opened all the windows.

EHREAMTTFNT « didi ba dianshiji ndng huai Ie (1T huai)
My younger brother breoke the television set.

IR EEFEATT - xido mao ba ditin nong zang le (It zang)
The kitten has made the carpet dirty.

Note: }t can be seen from the above examples that the particle [ le, which vsually signifies a
changed state, is naturally associated wirth these resolt complements. If the verb used in the 1
b4 shuctire, apan from indicating an action, also possesses an inherent notion of result, v Je
by itself may be sufficient to funclion as the complement:

#rH Gl <4 °T - t3 bd chuanghu diu kai le
She opened ali the windows.

i 1M o tAmen b mén guan le
They ¢losed the door.

{2) Location complements using {° zii phrases. (See Rasic Chinese, Unit 21.)

Mm@ EEEL -
wi ba huar gua zai qidng shang (7L ... [ zai ... shang)
I hung the picture on the wall.

AR TE LI TR E
mama ba hvar cha zai huaping li (70... B zai... )
Mother put the lowers 1n the vase.

SR IR LR T ©
méeimei ba yisuviqisn (ang zai zhéntou xia (77 ... F zai .. . xia)
(My) younger sister put her new-year fucky money under (her) pillow.

(3) Direction indicators as complements. (See Basic Chinese, Unis 21.)
R RARREAEREET -

wo bl yifu fang hui yigui Ii g de (& . .. % hui . .. qi)
I put the clothes back into the wardrobe.
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BEEETEHETELT -
baba ba qida cin jin yinhdng li qi le (% . .. & jin. .. qu)
Fathcr put the money in the bank.

[ukiod R Mek 3
td bd cha duin shang léu i le (£ . .. 3k shang . . . ldi)
She carried the tea upstairs.

(4) Duration and frequency complements. (See Basic Chinese, Unit 14.)

HIMRLE FTRHE ©
wo bd kéwén fuxf le lidng bian (¥ lidng bian frequency complement)
I revised the text twice.

S I T — s o .

chishi ba ji kdo le yi gé xidoshi (— 7/ \f yI gé xiaoshi duration
complement)

The cook roasted the chicken for an hour.

PFIER BT —T »
wo ba toula shid le yixia (—F yixia brief duration compiement)
I gave my hair a brush,

Nete: Brief duration may also be expressed by mepeating the verhr

R ER T H - wd ba téufa shii le shi
I gave my hair a brush.

(5) gt chéng/{EF zad ‘treat . .. as’, ‘regard ... as’ as complements.

it M A R o
ta ba xuésheng dang chéng ziji de haizi (5% chéng . . . )
He treated his students as his own children.

b IEZ A " EE -

tamen bd zhe/zhei zhong jin jido zud maotii jie ({F zud . ..)
They eall this kind of liquor ‘Maotai’.

PEFICH A SR BF RS -

zudjia bi ziji de zudpin Fanyi chéng yingwén (¥ chéng . . .)
The anthor translated his/her own works into English.

(6) 5 p&i ‘give 1o’ as complement:

FTERIN AR AR 25 3 -
ayi ba nd/nei ping xidngshui song géi wo (5 géi...)
(My) aunt gave me that bottle of perfume.
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BB REETRRES
qing ni bj zhe/zhéi féng xin jido géi ni baba (%5 géi. . .}
Please pass this letter to your father.

{7y The manner/resultan sizle & de phrasefclause as a complemem. (See also
Basic Chinese, Unit 22.)

(a} Phrase:

b T ot o SRk -3 TR T s N
lifashi bi didi de téufa jidn de (@i dudnle (5 de .. .)
The barber cut (my) younger brother's hair too short.

M T REEESE R -
ta ba zhé/zhei gé wenti jiéshi de gingqingchichu (5 de . . .)
He explained this problcm extremely clearly,

(b} Clause:

IR B RAFERE -
ta bi zhe/zhei jidn shiqing ban de dajia dou minyi (%5 de .. .)
She dealt with the problem to the satisfaction of everybody.

C In imperative sentences, T le and ¥ zhe may sometimes be used as com-
- plements for a i@ bé structure to indicate completion or continuation of the verb
in question:

B ELIZ T - qing ba dingdo chile
Please finish the cake.

BiOE Y XKES ¢ ging bi wo de diyi na zhe
Please hold my coat.,

D When the pegators i (15} méi(ydu) ‘did not’, ‘have pot’ (uscd in statc-
ments) and 3] bié or ¥ b yao ‘do not” {used in imperatives} occur with
1@ bi, they are always placed before {78 ba in the sentence:

i H I - td méiydu ba maozi dai shing
He didn’t put his hat on.

QPP E FEISEL T « bié ba wo de dongxi gio luan le
Don’t mess up my things.

The i b4 structure nsually expresses an action which has already been realised,
and the negator (as above) is likely to be % (£} méi(ydu). However, & by may
be used with it, wherc a condition is stated:
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BEXETE A ERREL - BRI -

miuqin dui hdizi shué: ni b bé jidks chuan shing, bié chia qu wanr
Maother said to her child: ‘If you don’t put on your jacket, you musin’t
({it. don't) go out and play.’

E Modal verbs always precede the J@ ba structure:

1R BB WL 75T - ni bixn bi wizi shoushi ganjing
You must tidy up the room.

k- FHIRRETSHH - méimei b kén bi wanji huin géi jiéjie
The younger sister was not willing to return the toy to the eider sister.

F Coverbal phrases and adverbials of manner generally precede i€ ba. They

may, however, follow the #2 ba phrase, where emphasis is on them:

A TR R — R F e
ta yong daozi bi ningméng gié chéng y1 pian pian
She cut the lemon into skhices with a kmfec.

less usual:

MR T T —h e
ta ba ningméng yong daozi qié chéng yi pian pian
She cut the temon into slices with a knife.

Similarly:

iR EA T o ta gingging de ba dongxi fang xia
He put the things down quietly.

less usual:

B m T - ta bia dongxi qingging de fang xia
He put the things down guietly.

G Generally speaking, 12 b constructions indicate ‘intentional manipulation” as
most of the above examples show. QOccasionally, however, a £ b3 construction
may also indicate ‘unintentional intervention’ or the result of it. For example:

ik T 7R T - meimei b3 gdnzi nong zang le
My younger sister dirtied her skirt.

B85 (7)) kit o didi méi(ydu) ba diannae giao huai
My younger brother did not break the computer.

Note: # glo and & ndng both meaning *handle’ are often used in association with complements
indicating nndesirable results.
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Exercise 1.1
Rewrite the following scntences using the ! bd suructure:

| EJLFTHE BT - xidohdir da pd le bolichuing
The child broke the window.

2 M T — F%#& « xi%o hing sha Je yixia tjula
Xiao Hong gave his hair a brush.

3 FEIXHT . qing chi zhé/zhéi xié vio
Please take this medicine.

4 WMBRITENY THERN - ta cong vinhdng li qu chi le ni/neéi bi qidn léi
She took the money out of the bank.

5 XFIEIGERRES N - zhe/zhei gé wenli ldoshi jiéshi de hén gingchu
The teacher explained the problem very clearly.

6 {FASRIETERERER T » ni de yifu wo fang zai yiguili le
I put your clothes in the wardrobe.

Exercise 1.2

Make {f. ba scntences using the words and phrases below and translate the
resulting sentences into English:

1 34 jidngyl %5 Ia géi &)1 lhoshi £ xuésheng
2 %7 xile KR yilu i ta
3 %1 bushi 825 di géi 55 yhopian & A bingrén
4 BEFET WO zai jia li le F wd $2 yhoshi
5 /M xidotdu B jingchd MAET zhoa zha le
6 277 xlo hdo e F¥ s K giché

Exercise 1.3

The following Chinese sentences all contain errors. Make the necessary comrection
in each case:

1 DEEHFT - xidohdi ba béizi di
The child broke the cup.

2 EEHEEE T L - lioshi bd shii 24i zhuozi shang
The teacher put the books on the wable.

3 BIpEHF35% o wo bl xin bixd xié win
[ must finish writing the letter.
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4 WPEAIHEEEYIT - ta bi shitou ddoe hii li qi réng le
She threw the stone into the seq.

5 EITHEEFA T o chwishi ba ji shii/shéu le
The cook roasted the chicken.

6 HILEF K TE - qing bd nd hio budchépiso
Please keep your train ticket safe. (liz. Please hold on to your train ticket.}

7 INER—TERET o xido i ba vi gé pinggud chi lc
Xiao Li bas eaten an apple.

8 ME4EIC T o ta bé shéngei ji le

She remembered all the new words.

9 31435 L - hushi bd mén méi guan shang
The nurse didn’t shut the door.

10 #PEABEFE LS5t o qging bi zhé/zhei jian shi bu yao gansu ta
Please don’t tell him about this.

Exercise 1.4

Complete the Chinesc seniences below with the appropriate complement in
each case:

O ehiaha st R g
ta ba giché ting chéku (location)
She parked the car in the garage.
2 fERREILET — - — . :
huajiang bi huir jido le / (frequency)

The gardener watered the flowers twice.
3 BAFIEFEHE T » ldodayé ba cha douo hé
The old man drank all the tea.
4 PMAFBRHAIOET T e
xidohuozi G péngyou bi cai mii le (direction}
The young man camec back with the food he had bought for his fniend.

le (resolt)

5 BEIENFHE ] >
ndnhiir b xiido didi béi béi (location)
The boy carried his litile brother on his back.

6 ERGUE IR Y o _n
ldodanidng ba xido goniang dang {result)
The old woman treated the little girl as her own daughter.

T EiTERET !
kuiiji ba gian shii le 1 (brief duration}

The cashier counted the money.

8 FHIMEESRT ( ) ?

chiisbi ba cai zhi le ( ) (duration)

It took the chef half an hour (o prepare the dish.
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Exercise 1.5
Translate the following into Chinese, using the £ ba construction:

1 Don’t forges (your) keys.

2 He put the book back on the sheif.

3 I don’t want to mix vp my things with yours.
4 He also looked on me as a friend.

5 They made (FF nong) me furious.

6 1 read her application five times.

7 He wrote the letter very long.

8 Would you like to leave your bag here?

Exercise 1.6

Rewnite the following Chinese sentences as 1 ha constructions, adding an appro-
priate adjective or verb complement (together with T le in each case) to match
the English:

EXAMPLE:
Fit UKEP ¢« qingjiégéng ma chuanghu
The cleaners wiped Lthe windows {clean).

Angswer: WIS TINEAHETFH T « gingjiégong ba chuanghu ma ginjing le

I ZBEEEZE - baba xi giche
Father washed the car.
2 mEHKH - mama lang yifu
Mother hung out the clothes to dry.
3 EEESS A e yisheng yi bingrén
The doctor cured the patient.
4 NSV EER - xido mae zhui/dii laesha
The kitten caught the mouse,
5 FEHKER « wo péngyou zha fan
My friend cooked the meal.
6 BEbkfE+ - méimei jié shi
(My) younpger sister borrowed the books.
7 #WEZFE o mishi §i xin
The secrelary posted the letter.
8 /BB E - xido ndnhsi ca pixié
The litile boy brushed {his) leather shoes.



