UNIT ELEVEN

Conjunctions and conjunctives linking
clauses in compound sentences (1)

A This unit and the next one deal with conjnnctions {e.g. 7 yinwei . . . Bl
sudyi, {H danshi) and conjunctives (e.g. Bt jil, A cdi, #! qué) which link
clauses together in compound sentences. A conjunction may occur in the first or
second clause and may be placcd either before or immediaiely after the subject/
topic whereas a conjunctive, which is in fact a referential adverb functioning as
a link word, may only occur in the second clause and it must be placed immedi-
ately before the predicate/comment:

HAERTE » MLIEEHESEEF -

ymnwéi zudtian xid yo | sudyi yandonghui zanting

Because it rained ycsterday, the sports meeting was (therefore) cancelled.
(7 yinwei ‘becanse’ and Fril sudyi ‘therefore’ are both conjunctions.)

MR T BT EH EIR T -

zudliin xid yd | yindonghui qué zhaochdng jixing

It rained yesterday but the sports meeting went ahead as planncd.
{#]) qué ‘on the other hand’ is a conjunctive.)

Quite often a conjunction {in the first clanse) and a conjunctive {(in the second
clause) work together for the hinkage:

FREAREX  lEHIFT « yb suirdn hén da | ta gqué i le

He came in spite of the heavy rain.fAlthough the rain was heavy, he did
(however) come.

{ ¥ sulran ‘{al)though’ is a conjunction and 3 qué “on the contrary’ s a
conjunctive.)

Mote: By clauses we mean subject—predicale or 1opic—commenl constructions which are pant of a
larger compound sentence. IF the subjects/topics or the objects of the linked clauses are the same,
they are uswally omilied in the second clause:

(A MR IR AL - LR T ® - (yDuwei) tA pio de hén koai | sudyi dé le di yi
Because she ran very faat, (therefore} she came first.

(F AR AR« BB HEESE » (yimwd) ni b xThuan chi pinggud | sudri wo méi mid
Becavse you don’t like apples, (therefore) I dida™ buy any.
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B The most commonly used conjunctions and conjunctives are:
(13 but, yet, however

conjunctions: n[fg késhi, i rédn’ér, 4i1 bagnd
conjunctive: i qué

BHREENEFRS 2B RE-
wod xidng qu cAnjid yinyuéhui | k&shi méi you piao
1 wanted/want to go to the concert, but 1 didn’t/don’t have a ticket.

oo Mk TR o ta shibdi dud ci | rén’ér bing b huixin
He failed many times, vet he certainly did not lose hope.

WEWECO FEHRBHETS -
wi hui shueo yingwén | biaguo wi dong de ci bu dud
I can speak English but I don’t know many words.

EHFRRER HHEEET -
zhé/zhei jian shi hén zhongyao | wd gué ba ta wang le
This {matter} is really imponant, but I forgot all about it.

although . . . {yet} ...
paired conjunctions: 4% smran . . . HiZ danshi . . .

BARSEIEE - BRETT -
suirdn wd xué guo €y0 | dinshi quan wang le
Even though I have studied Russian, I have forgotien it alt.

(2} otherwise, or
conjunctions: 51| fbuzé, 1~ blardn

g LB SN B e
ni déi xifioxin jiashi | fduzé hui chi shign
You should drive carefully, or you’ll have an accident.

BEFLRT » FRESLZEMPRILE -

wd nianji da le { birdn wo hui qi cinjia yéuyong bisai

I am getting old, otherwise 1 would take/have taken part in the swimming
competition.
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{3) or
conjunction: ™ F huozhé

EHERRNET  WEHTAN -

zhé/zhei jian shi you ni [0zé | huozhe yon wo [zé

You or I should be responsible for this.

(Jiz. This business is either up to you to take responsibility or up 1o me to
take responsibility.)

either . . . or

paired comjunctions: B 7, yaome . .. EZ yaome . .., T2 bushi. .. &
£ jitshi . ..

FSHRBRALEHPHES > ELETREMT R -

Jin win wé ydome qu tishiguin kanshi, vdome qu shivanshi
Zuo shiyvan

This evening I'li either be going to the library to do some reading or
going to the laboratory to do some expenments.

TERAE RAE - BRI E - e -

zai hai bian dijia de shihou | women méi tian béshi chi yua | jilishi
chi xié

When we were speoding our holiday by the sea, we ate either fish or
crabs every day.

{lit. . . . if we didn’t eat fish, then {we) ate crab.)

NMote; In altemative-gquestions, if:2 hikshi rather than =44 hudzbe should be used:

o4 8 e . (B 5 )
zhé/zhii jian shi nl qiu ban | Adichi w4 qit ban
Will you deal with this matter or shall I?

(4) moreover, also
conjunclion: MH érqié
X TFEAREY - MmEREwE -
zhe/zhei gé xuésheng hén congming | érgi¢ hén ginfén
This student 1s very iotelligent and also very industrious.

not only . . . but also . ..

paired conjunctions: F{H baddn/T{(X bujin...TMEH érqi¢/EE
shénzhi. . .
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FUT{B 2R AT » T H SR -

ta bidan hui shud yingwén | érgid hui shuo déwén

Mot only can she speak English but she can speak German as well.
A D ERRTE - HELF -

ta bigjin hui zhimg hud | shénzhi hui zhong cii

He can not only grow flowers but he can even grow vegetables as well.

{3) lherefore
conjunction: At yinci

fos = Aok - A AE TR G -
ta jingchdng sahuing | yincl dajia bi xiangxin ta
He often tells lies so nobody believes him.

because . . ., (lherefore)
paired conjunctions: (5% yinwet . . . AT sudyi...

PS5 - BRI SRR

yinwéi 1a zhuinxin xuéxi | sudyi jinba hén da

Because she has been concentrating on her studies, (lherefore} she has
made great progress.

because (of)
conjunction: 1T yéuyd

B FRAH » fbiE T —% » yduyd In tai hud | 15 shuai le ¥i jiao
Because the road was slippery, he fell over.

Note: | ybuyd ‘owing 1o, ‘due to’ may alsc function as a preposition. It is then followed
by a noun instead of a clause:

HFEHENE - R F LIRS -
yéuyid gé zhing yednyla | & méiydu chivxf zhé/zhel ¢l hulyi
Owing to vaniowd reasons, he did not attend this meeting.

{6) since ..., (then)...

conjunction followed by conjunctive: BEZ% jicdn . . . TB(2)50 na(me)
jiu. ..

BESRIRIR 2 - ARER B LT
Jirdn ni méi kong | nag jia gai ni zii tén ba
Since you are busy, let’s talk about it some other day.
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EE AT T » ELELT - Jirda ta bi yuldnyi | né jifr suan le
Since he is not willing, let’s leave it at that,

(7) as long as . .., (then). ..
conjunction followed by comjunctive: R zhivao . .. 5% jiu . . .

HE{FREY - IR « zhivde ni yuanyi xué | wo Jili jizo ni
As long as you are willing to learn, (then) I'l teach you.,

only iffwhen . ..

conjunction followed by conjunctive: %' zhiyou . . . 7 cdi. .. (fit. and
only then)

FEAXKAHER » A REFCRETELS -
zhiydu dijla hixxdang zhichi | e4i néng winchéng zhé/zheéi xiang rénwu
Only if we all supporl each other will we be able to complete this task.

unless

conjunction followed by conjunctive: #:3E chiféi . . . Fcdi or by con-
junction: A% biran/E | fouzé . . .

BeAEZZ R 28 » IR A SIRT « chiifei paotong zise | wd cai bui chidao
I won't be late unless there is a traffic jam.

BRIERERIZE « FRIGNITHBHEST T -
chdfé ni méi tian chi yao | birdn/fouzé ni de bing hac bu lido le
Unless you take the medicine every day, you won’t get well.

(8) no matter, regardless

paired conmjunctions: 4~¥ boguan . . . YA haishi . . .
conjunction followed by conjunctive: it widlun/ & bulin . . . 4 yé
‘still’, ‘in addition’/#f doua ‘all’, ‘in every case’ ...

FENEXR - WITEBERE k-
bigudn Feng dud da ) féiji haishi zhacching giféi
No matter how strong the wind is, the plane will take off as usual.

T ieitted ot - Mith L -
wiilin/bidan jidgian dud gui | 13 y¢ yao mai
No matter how cxpensive it is, she will still want to buy it.
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FAESFIER L 3 - AN Pk -
wiilin/bilin lian dud re | ta dou xi réshul zéio
MNo matter how hot it is, he always takes a hot bath.

(9) on the contrary

paired conjunctions: 7+{H budan bo/méi . ... Tim fan’ér . ..

A HURASHE » AT » yu budan bi/méi ting | faén'ér géng da le
Instead of letting vp, the rain came down even hardcr.

({iz, Not only has the rain not stopped, but (on the contrary} it 15 even
heavier.)

The list of conjunctions and conjunctives continues in Unit [2.

Exercise 11.1

Complete the Chinese scnlences below with apprepnate conjunctions and/or
conjunctives to match the English:

|

HAHD 2K PeE ki -

tianqi duo léng | wd xi Engshui zio

No matter how cold it 1s, I always take a cold shower,
EEREE ¥z ?

ni xidng yao héibdi jiaojudn | cliisé jiaojuin

Did you waat black and white or colour film?

ST N AL LET —FzH e

ta xié le yi bén mingzhi | zaii lishi shang ydu le yi xi zhi di
She wrotc a famous book, and so won a place in history.

ez A —1 A T — i TR e
td zhéme yi gé rén | ni Al té — hém ta

You can etther love or hate someone like him.

NG E R i Jripsik = g AT -

yii xi2 de dud di | xuéxiio yindénghui zhaochang jinxing
The school sports day will go ahead as planned no matter how heavy the rain is.
BT EFTEH 7 e

— _ na/mei gé bdizi bian hio le | wd fangxin

Only when that child is betier will [ stop wortying,

A RN B FRREX—=

shi chéngrén | xuéxiao de hdizi y& zhidao zhé/zhéi yi didn
I's nol just adults, even schoolchildren would know that,

- T{FRxE T RREL -

- gbngzud hén xinki ! wi gan de hén ghoxing

It's hard work but I enjoy it.
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9 WMNBIZRE (#h) T T - 13 méiydu chi zdofan |
She’s hungry because she didn’t have breakfast.
EERFEFR S e BATHTE S
zheé/zhei jian fangjisn tai cd | wi da kai le chuanghu
I apened the window because it was very hot in the roorm.
LI Ml £ - RS ST R GHRET -
La tixing le wo | wo jit hui ba zhé/zhdi jian shi wang le
She reminded me of what I would have otherwise forgotien.
12 . R i B B i a1 - FE@BA -
ni wifa heida zhe/zhéi gé wenti | women qu wen biérén
If you can’t answer the question, we’ll ask someone else.
13 mBAFHARE FLAl 75 i EIEH o
1A réngrdn you didn ginmao | qild fangmian déu zhéngchiug
He's still got a bit of a cold, but otherwise he’s all right.

(tay e le

10

14 PRI TG REERZ FiTE) -
ni bidoshi le juéxin | yinggii jian zhf yo xingdong
Since you have proved your determination, you should go aheadftake action.
15 & WEIER T - ginkuai ni yao chidao le

Hurry up, or you'll be late.
16 L 7K - HERHE-
wé mii le baozhi | hai méiyoun du
I bought a newspaper but 1 haven't rcad it yet.

17 iRl » ] ‘B4 o ni wen | wi huida ni
‘Since you asked me, I'll answer.
18 e SfEnE - & L4 -
- 1a xjan xié xin pdi wd | wd xié xin géi ta
[ wou't write to him unless he writes fo me first,
19 it ki EWHIFe

ta xihuan dv shi | xihuan xié shi
She likes reading poems, but she also likes wriiing them.
20 w1 AR R EaEw -
ti zhe/zhei gé rén hén guai | ni jin bu zho hui xihvan ta
She is a funny girl, but you can’t help liking her.

Exercise 11.2

Complete the following sentences to provide a ful] translation of the English:

1 XE—EERNET v
zhe shi yi zud pidoliang de fingzi |
This is a nice house, but it hasn’t got a garden,
2 ERT —e woleile!
I was tired 50 [ went to bed.
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3 RETTRET o wd jin bu lido wizi i
I can’t get into the house because [ can’t find the key.
4 T4 LKL - g
wimen jin win shang dianyingywdn qu | —
Let’s go to the cinema tonight or we won'’t get to see the film.
5 ZfuEE BRIMNELR i
zhé/zhéi weéi yishéng suiran hén ydu jingyan |
Although the doctor is experienced. I am still very worried.
& ARJLAKNE . - nar shoi tai zing |
The water there was so dirty that nobody wanted to swim.

Exercise 11.3
Translatc the following into Chinese:

1 As it’s raining, yon might as well stay at home.

2 You won't get a good Job unless you study hard.

3 No matler how fast you mn, you are bound to be late.

4 As long as you are honest everyone will like you.

5 If she isn’t crying then she’s making trouble.

6 Are we eating at home or eating out tonight?

7 Although he has been to Japan a few times, he can’t speak any fapanese.
8 Are you going 1o France or ltaly for your holidays?

O They always talk about politics and so no one wiil go 10 see them.

0 H the weather was good, | would either go fishing or go hill-walking.
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Conjunctions and conjunctives linking
clauses in compound sentences (2)

A Conjunctions and conjunctives (continued}:
(1) if ... (then). ..

conjunctions followed by conjunctives: #IF rigud/EZ vaoshi. ..
W jin ., (R4E jiashi/fRY pard/fR 3 jidrad . . ¥ jin. ..

MR/BEERBTITHE KERMAARSTT -
rdgud/ydaoshi zai bu xia ya | shuika 1i de shui fiir hui gan le
If it doesn't rain any more the reservoir will dry up.

HiEARNEEML AR FE - BRIIHTET -
Jidshilfidri/jidruo td wi fén zhong néi bu lii | wémen jii bu déng le
If he doesn’t turn up in five minutes, we won’t wait any longer.

Note: The phrase *. .. %" de hud is often used at the end of the first clause either by itself or
together with a conjunction like 45% rigud:

(R WRTEMAE » IR ¢ -
(rdgud) mingtidn xibh xt de Awd | women fi bu qb pashin le
H it snows tomormow we won't go hill-walking/climbing.

Nole: It is possible o form an ‘if . . . then . . ." sentence wilhout using a conjunction in the first
clause:

WET - ITEFLMEL Y - mingtlan xih xoé | wimen jié bia qi pishan le
If it snows tomormow we won't go hill-walking/climbing.

(2) even though, although, even if

paired conjunctions: 2% jinguédn . .. {H:2 danshi . ..
conjunctions followed by conjunctives: /& jinguan . . . iT/E haishi . . .,
BO{E jisbi. .. b y& ..., BHA ndpa/siEE jitsudn . . i yE. ..

REMGSRSE  BRFTEE EE-
Jjingudn ta you hén dud qiin | danski bing bu gandio xinghi
Although he is very rich, he isn’t happy.
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RAEZEMEE - MLk EAT -
jingudn zhe/zhti ddo ti hén nan | G kdishi zuo chilai le
Even though it was a difficult question, he was able to do it.

E{EIRBT - thifZr e —8 -
Ffishi ni hén mang | y¢ dé&i choukong Iai yi tang
Even if you are very busy, you’ll have to {ind time to (come and) visit.

EWEH R AE T+ F - e E

zhé/zhei shuing xié ndpd/jiisudn chuan shi nian | yé chuan bu po
Even if you wear this pair of shoes for 1en years, they will not wear oui/
you won't wear them out.

Note: Conjunclions like Vit madpa and ¥ R jiisuin refer 1o potential rather than actual events.
(3) ... would rather .. . than . ..

paired coujunctions: 53 yuqi . . . 440 dao burd . . . ({it.*as regards’/

‘compared with . ...’ ‘it does not compare with'/‘is as good as..."),
T 0] ningké ... A yébu. ..

ERAREELE  fFNEFRFAR -

yigi chii qu kan didnying | ddo bitrii zAil jia kin dianshi

I would rather stay at home and watch television than go out and sce
a film.

(lit. Rathcr than going out to see a film, it is not as good as watching
television ai home.)

WTRIBECOM BRI AT -
wo ringké ziji zuo | yé bi2 yao biéren bing
I would rather do it myself than ask other peoplce for help.

(4) ...inorderto...,sothat...
conjunction: AfE yibian
i ER FRFEREX  BESGHYRFENEERE -
laoshi zii béibin shang bj zi xié de hén da [ yibiagn hou pai de tongxué
y¢& néng kan gingcha
The teacher wrote the characters very large on the blackboard so that
pupils on the back row could also see them clearly.

.. (in order) to avoid

conjunctions: Ll% yimidn, 45 miinde
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These conjunctions are usually placed before the verb in the second
clause;

BITBCRRIY - LA PR N -
ging nl fang gmg jiliobi ! yimidn chio xing dajia
Please walk quictly to avoid waking everybody up.

F AR E - i
chuan shang ni de waitao | midnde zhiolidng
Put on your coat 1o avoid catching cold/so that you won’t calch cold.

(5) as soon as. ..
paired conjunctives: — y... & jiii. ..

B0 b TR E o wo yT kaikdu | ta jid diduin wo de hua
As soon as I opened my mouth, he interrupted me,

notuounsik. .., ... and only then . .,
paired conjunctives: ... Z)5 zhi hou ... 1 caii
fixX 23T 2 AR ANE -
ta zhéme shué le zhi hduo | wd cdi huiingran dawi

It was only when/after he said so that it dawncd on we/I realised.

(6) while ..., also...

parallel conjunctives: - -i1 yibian/ -/ yimidn ... —33 yibidn/—i@
yimian . ..

iRt —if—mE -

ta yibian/yimidn chifin | yibidn/yimian kanshi

He ate as he read./He read whilc hc ate.
both...and..., ...as wellas. ..

parallel conjunctives: 3 you . .. X you . ..

it X amE/L » X<5i% - (a you hui hua huar | you hui xié shi
He can paint as well as write poems.

the more . .. the morc . . .

parallel conjunctives: # yue. .. & yue. ..
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BRERE - LR RE -
didnying yué jingxiin ! ta yué xihuan kan
The more thrilling the film was, the more he enjoyed it.

EBATHKX - xué yueé xid yue da
The snow came down more and more heavily.

B Clauses may also be linked in compound sentences by placing the same
interrogative pronoun or adverb in each clanse, In these sentences the interrogative
pronouns or adverbs lake on indefinite meanings (‘anyone’/‘whoever’, ‘anywhere’/
‘wherever’, “anything’/‘whatever’) and % jig will often appear in the second
clause.

TEEE M - RIS ANE -

shéi/skui you kinnan | women jit bangzha sheéifshui

We will help anyone who is in difficulty./ Whoever has difficulties, we will
help them.

BEHEMEE - BERERDAATEE -

ndli ydu mingshéng giji | ndli jih you i guanguang de yoéuke
Anywhere/ Wherever there is a place of scenic beauty or historical interest,
there will be tourists coming to visit/to see it.

A2, » Bif=ft 4 o ni xidng chi shénme | jib chi shénme
You may eat anything/whatever you like. (Iiz. Whatever you want lo eat, you
may eat it.}

PRE AW - FELE L # - ni zénme shud | wi jil zénme zud
I'l do it any way/whichever way you likc. (lir. Whatever you say, I will do it
that way.)

Exercise 12.1

Complete the following Chingse sentences with appropriate conjunctions or con-
junctives to match the English:

1 il it AEREETIAD |
ta riodéo zdu | ba ¢ zéii ciodi shang

He would rather go round than tread on the prass.

iR Fad K PR % o

—...— ta méiyou shang guo daxué | ta dong de hén duéd
Even though she’s never been to university she knows a lot.

2
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6

— HWEHRX - 1 LT ©

kunnan zai da | women néng kefd

No matter if the difficulties get worse, we can still overcome them.
LR WMEAMET

shuo shi ciixin dayi | shud shi bu fb zérén

It’s not so much carelessness as irresponsibility.

HEHRE—T  BlEiReE-

wo zai shudoming yixia | yingi withui

To avoid any misunderstanding, let me explain once again.

3 LEINTERATIE - B T oELXERDIT o

ni dangcha ting wo de hua [ xidnzii bi hui ré shang zhe/
zhéi xié mafan le

If you had listened to me, you wouldn’t have got into the trouble you are in
oW,

HRERT I RIE I A — FIRA R -

wo tizho Ldi le | rang ni zai huiyi gidn kan yixid wo de jiinggao
I came early so that you could read my speech before the meeting.

TR - AR K

ni youli | bi yinggai fahut a

You shouldn’t have lost your temper even if you were in the right.
FE|RERT - 3K AT LAER T -

déng dao cioméi shi le | wo kéyi qu cai le

I'll pick the strawberries when they are ripe.

10 - %&ET - ﬂﬂ ETI{Ee
yé shén Je | L3 zai gongzud
Although it was late, he was still working.
11 HFTHIRH - 4R HHK -
—_ — ta da didnhoa 14di | ni tongzhi wo
If she telephones, let me know.
12 HEEE] - SLIE B CRR ik w N
wh ... ta jin jiamén | wiimian xia qi le qingpén da yu

As soon as I stepped in the door, it began to pour down outside.

Exercise 12.2

Translate the sentences helow into Chingse using the parallel coustructions given

in

brackets:

1 They chatted over a cup of tea.

2

(—i#1 yibian . ., 177 yibin .. . )
She can drive as well as nde horses.
(Xyou... R you...)
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3 The more angry shc became, the more he laughed at her.
(BE yud ... & yué, . .)

4 You can say whatever you like.
(f+% shénme . .. {+Z shénme...)

5 Wherever you go I’ll go 1oo.
(W)L ndr ... WE)L néir...)

6 So saying, he made for the door.
(—TH yimiam . ..-—[f yimian...)

7 You may choose whoever is suilable.
(i shéifshui . . . i shéi/shui.. )

8 The snowball got bigger and bigger as it rolled along.
(# yué... B yune...)

Exercise 12.3

The following Chinese sentences are incorrect or inappropriate translations of
the English. Make the necessary corrections in ¢ach case:

1 ¥B—HF5% A LE - linjua yi kat yinyu | wo cidi Lou éng
My head started to ache as soon as the neighbours started playing music.

2 M4 =BIE - W EEE - ta shéngql de hua | wd cdi qb daogian
If she’s annoyed then F'l1 go and apologise.

3 EIMHFRAEERK - ATAKERWEE-
ldoshi jidngké de shéngyin hén da | weile dajia néng ting gingchu
The teacher spoke in a loud voice as she taught the lesson so that everyone
could hear clearly.

4 SHEET #HlE2HE - yaqi shiang guinzi | daoe ziji zhid
I'd rather cook myseH than g0 to a restaurant.

5 SWFRT A EEHS - huiyi kiishi le [ 44 cai méiydu gin dao
He still hadn’t arrived when the meeting started.

6 DFNE 1 Bl—E R OGE -
zhiydu ni niili | §id yiding néng xué hio hanyi
You'll be able to learn Chinese as fong as yon work hard.

7 FETHERT  LEESHR FRE -
chuin shang ni de xvézi | yibian zai xuédi shang hud dio
Put your boots on so you don’t slip on the suow.

8 -7 » — [WiIIEEE o i yImlan tin qin | yimidn vé chang gé
He can sing at the same time as playing the piano.

9 SIMTHERE A RFH -
wiimian xih zhe da xué | qué ta zhi chuin zhe yi jian chénshan
He had only a shirt on despite the heavy snow outside.

10 {RERET 2 « RSB R EEET -

ni xihuan hé shénme | wé jin géi ni dao na/néi pé
I'll pour out for you whatever you'd like to drink.
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Exercise 12.4
Translate the sentences below into Chinesc:

1 Come and sce me as soon as you get back,

2 Even if you get back late, come and sce me.

3 I would rather get back today than wait to sec you iomorrow.
4 1 can’t come and see you until | get back.

5 If you can’t get back now, come and see me later.

6 [ will come back immediately to avoid not seeing you.

7 I will see anyone who gets back today.

8 I wili see vou any time you can get back.



