UNIT TWO

The # beéi structure

A The i bei structure in Chinese is similar to the passive voice in English.
However, English passive voice sentences are commonly rendered in Chinese
as topic—comment sentences. (I'or further discussion of topic—comment struc-
tures, see Unit 7.):

7527 « cai chi wan le
The food has been caten.

HEATH T4 T - jidoshi disio ganjing le
The classroom has been swept clean.

Note! As a general rule, verbs followed by complements of result {e.g. 72 chi ‘eat’ + 5 wdn ‘to a
finish’, 73 ddsdo ‘sweep’ + 1'% ganjing ‘till clean’, etc.) tend to be associated with the sentence
particle T le. (See Units 1 and 8.)

The #i béi structure comes into play (1) when an ‘agent’ is introduced into the
sentence or (2) the speaker adopts a narrative stance and describes how some-
thing has happened:

(1) % bei with an agent:

5T o cai bei wo chi wén le
The food was finished by me. (¥ wo - the ‘agent’)

HEWMFLE(FTH T4 T » jidoshi béi xuéshengmen dasio ganjing le
The classroom was swept clean by the students. (%44 xuésheng — the
‘agent’)

(2) #: bei in a narrative sentence:

FHZ5ET - cai bei chi wén le
The food was eaten (by someone).
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10 Unit 2

o HF T 7 ¢ jiaoshl bei dasao ganjing le
The classroom was swept clean (by someone).

Note: In the sentence 52025 | cai chi wdn le, the speaker takes a commentative stance, observing
that the fuod has been fintshed and there s none lefl. By coutrast, i the seutence 70255 7 cai bel
chi wén le, the speaker adopts a narrative stance, and is saying what has happened to the food, i.e.
it has been eaten by somebody.

B The verb in a #; béi sentence, as in a i bi sentence (see Unit 1), should
always be followed by a complement:

AN BT T -
dianshiji béi didi nong huai le (7 huai result complement)
The TV set was damaged by (my) younger brother.

EHFPHHATH T o chuanghu dou bei da kai le (7 Kkai result complement)
All the windows had been opened.

Hep R e B -
qisn béi cang zai chouti li (7F ... § zai . .. li location complement)
The money was kept in a drawer.

NMEHEENETER -

xido mao béi baba bao zai hudi li (£ ... H zai. .. li location complement)
Father held the kitten in his arms. (lit. The kitten was held in his arms by
Father.)

LA T ERNETRET -

liwa béi zhuang jin yi gé piaoliang de hézi li qu le (# ... % jin...qu
direction complement)

The gift was put into an attractive box.

BRI TR -
ling bei gan cha cinzi qu (i ... Z cha . . . qu direction complement)
The wolf was driven away from the village.

M S EP LK e
ta beéi baba piping le ji ¢i (/L% ji ci frequency complement)
She was reprimanded several times by her father.

LA T=FE -
fanrén béi guan le san nidn (=4 san nian duration complement)
The criminal was imprisoned for three years.
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Unit2 11

TR ) Lt U A F R
zhé/zheéi zhong huar bei jido zuo xiandai hua ({F zud . . . as complement)
This style of painting is called Modern Art.

AT THER M ERAT A -
zhé/zhei gé pianzi béi wo dang chéng hio rén (% chéng . . . as complement)
This cheat was taken by me to be an honest person,

SRMWBIERAET -

téufa bei jidn de tai dudn le (manner/resultant state {5 de phrase as
complement)

His/her hair was (cut) too short.

i RS AR BRI T

ta bei yi lin de yifu dou shi tou le (¥ de clause as complement)

She was soaked to the skin by the rain.

(fit. She was drenched so much by the rain that her clothes were all soaked.)

Note: It can be seen from the last two examples that adjectival complements modified by degree
adverbe - tai ‘too’ or degree complement ¥ tbu ‘through and through’, ete. generally require the
use of sentence particle 7 le.

C In spoken Chinese or in colloquial writing, # bei is often replaced by it
rang or I jido, but only if an agent is involved. In these cases 43 géi may also
be used directly before the verb:

WARIEFETF (45) FHET o yifu rang hdizi (géi) nong zang le
The child made his/her clothes dirty.

PREEnlEEEE (4 £ T - qidngdao jiao jingchd (géi) zhua zhil le
The robber was arrested by the police.

Note that #% bei does not usually go with # géi:
One does not say:

RS () IME T -
gidngdao bii jingchd (géi) zhua zhi le to translate *“The robber was arrested by the police’.

In addition, 1n colloguial speech, 25 géi itselt may be used to replace ## bei in sentences where the
agent is not specified:

R @EHHILE - qidngdao géi zhua zha le
The robber was caught.

D It should also be noted that the % béi structure is often used to narrate an
unpleasant event:

by i - ta bei baba ma le yi dun
He was told off by his father.
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12 Unit2

M ImAL pEFESE #dk o ta rang laoshi piping de ko le gilai
She was criticised so much by the teacher that she began to cry.

{ERUTL /NS (2) #THE T » huaping jido xido wi (géi) di po le
The vase was broken by Xiao Wu.

E The # bei construction, being a narrative sentence about something that has
happened, is always negated by % (%) méi(you), which is placed immediately
before # bei. In a negative #i bel sentence, T le, of course, is not present after
the complement:

TR () #A#IE - yifu méi(you) bei yu lin shi

The clothes were not (made) wel by the rain.

AN () WekEs( o xido nihdi méi(you) bei hud shao shang
The little girl was not burnt by the fire.

F  Adverbials of manner or location in #; beéi sentences may precede either #
bei or the verb. In the latter case, the adverbial becomes more cmphatic:

AFii HOZEEr -
yuéliang manman de béi yi pian wiiyin zhé zhu le
The moon was slowly covered by a patch of black clouds.

TRLWM R TIEBRK (48) R 7 45 -
ni/nei xié tidopi de haizi rang xidozhing (géi) hénhén de piping le yi dun
Those naughty children were severely criticised by the head teacher.

AN E AR RA AR BT WSk -
xiao nithai béi xidofang duiyudn cong wiazi li jii le chilai
The little girl was rescued from the house by the firemen.

Note 11 However, monosyllabic referential adverbs like 4 déu ‘all’, “both’, i jin ‘then’, ‘soon’, 7
cdi ‘only’, "then’, etc. must always precede 4 beéi:

T RIS Al B () B e
shéng xia de fincai dou béi (chishi) dao dido le
All the food that was left over was thrown away (by the cook).

Note 2: A number of examples given in this unit show that complements of direction. frequency and
duration can in a narrative tone follow verbs marked by the aspect marker 7 le (e.g. 22 7 ¥ ki le
qildi ‘started to cry'/fweep’, ¥ ¢ jils Je childi “be rescued from (the house)', &5 4 ma le yi
dim 'told (somebody) off severely’, 4t i T /1. piping le j ¢ ‘reprimanded several times’, % [ &
guan ke san nidn ‘inprisoned for three years'). However, verbs taking complements of result cannot
be interrupled by the aspect marker | le, which has to come after the complement. In this situation
it therefore often coincides with the sentence particle 7 le at the end of the scntence (e.g. {[¥ 7
da po le *be broken’, £31 7 dao diao le ‘be thrown away’, etc.).
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Unit2z 13

Exerclse 2.1
Rewrite the following Chinese sentences using the # béi structure:

1 /)L &E P T - xidohdir ba chuinghu di po le
The child broke the window.

2 MMIRITE R T - ta cong yinhang li ba qidn qu le chilai
She took the money out of the bank.

3 WL MEITAET ¢« jingchd dangchang ba xidotou zhua zhu le
The police caught the thief on the spot.

4 FHESEEERFT o siji ba qiché xin hio le
The driver mended the car.

5 HIfEE# T » chishi ba ji kio shi/shéu le
The cook roasted the chicken.

6 MRITIEMAT LRSS AT - lifashl ba ta de toufa jiin de tai duan le
The barber cut his hair too short.

Exercise 2.2

Form #% bei sentences using the words and phrases given below and then trans-
late the sentences into English:

1 #h ta 1z7 chile 72 173FF na/nei gé pinggud

2 f& wo tH# yaoshi $£%| T zhdo dao le

3 #3577 piping le #7)L wo nli’ér i ldoshi —ifi yi dun
4 fit ta EH T zhuang dao le 4 kiche

5 ##R& laoban T che le zhi T A gongrén

6 /i xidotou [FHA jianyl 2<i# guan jin

Exercise 2.3

There are mistakes in all the Chinese sentences below. Supply the correct ver-
sion in each case:

1 FHEA B AL o wo yao de shin béi rén jie
The book I wanted has been borrowed by someone else.
2 ERENEZ - dangao jido xido i chi
The cake was eaten by Xiao Li.
3 KF#NES - dajia bei ta shuo de xido
She made everybody laugh with what she said.
4 ZRILA4H# - laoshd rang mao géi dai
The mouse was caught by the cat.
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14 Unit2

5 W0 EfTELSTE - ta jido zixingché géi zhuang
She was knocked over by a bike.

6 X RIAFLEEGHT o zhé/zheéi ge jihua dajia géi qixido le
Everyone decided we should cancel this plan. (4iz. This plan was cancelled
by everyone.)

7 Wi FME IS E 22 o ta bei sin laoshi dang ziji de ni’ér
She was treated by Sun the teacher as his/her own daughter.

8 X aliME# i#FF: - zheé/zhei gé wenti bei ldoshi jiéshi
The problem was explained very clearly by the teacher.

9 TEILHHEERE T o huar bei cha huaping li le
The flowers were put in a vase.

10 72t k4% o xingli dou rang hudché géi yun
The luggage was all taken by train.

Exercise 2.4
Translate the following into Chinese, using the #i béi structure:

1 Our supper was eaten by the cat.
2 The keys werc forgotten by the driver.
3 1 was told off by the teacher.
4 The child was knocked down by a bus.
5 I was treated by him like his own son.
6 The door was kicked open by the police.
7 The bicycle was damaged by the thief.
8 Her book was hidden behind the cupboard.
9 The fence was blown over by the wind.
10 I was made so angry by him that I could not speak. (=X qi ‘make angry’)
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