UNIT THREE

Dative constructions with direct and
indirect objects

A In Chinese, verbs like %% gé&i ‘give’, i% sdng ‘give as a present’, f§ jie
‘borrow’/‘lend’, £ hudn ‘give back’/‘return’ and §% péi ‘compensate’/‘pay for’
entail the use of a direct and an indirect object, thereby forming a dative sentence:

fiti#aih—o7E - ta géi ta yi shi hua
(—# 7L y1 shu hua direct object, i ta indirect object)
He gave her a bunch of flowers.

AR T —HE7E o péngyou sdong wo yi ping jit
(—ifiiE yi ping jiu direct object, 3% wb indirect object)
My friend gave me a bottle of wine as a present.

fiofe TEE—At 4 o ta jié le tdshoguan yi pi shi
(—iit#5 y1 pi shii direct object, F43H tiushaguan indirect object)
He borrowed a number of books from the library.

#i ik Fef 1—aKHf = - ta huan le women yi zhang yéupiao
(—aKMEE y1 zhang yéupiao direct object, $¢{ | women indirect object)
She returned a stamp to us.

FEEATRIRE T i1 —285 ? baoxiin gongsi péi le tamen yi bi qidn ma
( Z#% y1 bi gian direct object, {ti{7 tamen indirect object)
Did the insurance company give them a sum of money in compensation?

g (F) KfbH 257 o wo méi(ydu) gian ta shénme dongxi
1 did not owe him anything.

Note: The verbs i£ somg. it hudn and ii5 péi may be suffixed by #: géi without any change in
mearing:

AR A1 « péngyou song g& wi i ping filt
My friend gave me a bottle of wine as a present.

TS — M o ta huidn géi women yi zhing youpiao
She returned a stamp to us,
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16 Unit 3

(45 2B Es - -2 i%05 ¢ bloxidn gongsi péi géi tamen yi bi gidn ma
Did the insurance company give them a sum of moeney in compensation?

Note: The verb {ff jid usually means ‘to borrow’, but when suffixed with %5 géi, it means ‘to lend':

i M e - A Jid wo liing bang gidn
He borrowed two pounds from me.

il M o ta Jie géi wo lidng bang qidn
He lent me two pounds.

B Many verbs may be suffixed by %4 géi to produce dative (two-object)
constructions:

B 7 A —E {5 o youdiyuan di géi wo yi féng xin
The post(wo)man handed me a letter.

I EF L5 (oK B {E K o ta ji géi ni yi zhang mingxinpian
She sent you a postcard.

RIRMASG T —EREE  fangdong zi géi wo yT tao [dngjidn
The landlady let a flat to me.

AEEATE T o xidofan mai géi wo ban jin lizi
The pedlar sold me half a catty of plums.

Mz f—4 s F ¢ ta jido géi Ii loshi yT chang tidozi
She handed a note to teacher Li.

FHERLEZAVLERE - yéye mai géi hdizimen ji hé luxiangdai
Grandfather bought the children several video tapes.

oA R ST LS E H o zhang xidojie zhuan géi wo hao ji hé luyindai
Miss Zhang passed quite a few cassette tapes on to me.

PR S T o — AP S L -
chén shushu dai gei wo didi yi bén zhongwen zidian
Uncle Chen brought my younger brother a Chinese dictionary.

C A dative construction with #; géi may be expressed as a serial construction
(see Unil 5), with the first verb governing the direct object, and the second verb,
5 géi, relating to the indirect object:

WA T — SR IEH 5 o guanzhong xian le yi shu hua géi yinyuan
The audience presented a bouquet ot Howers to the actor.
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unit3 17

WBHA T4 > lingshiguan fa qianzhéng géi ta
The consulate issued him with a visa.

D Dative constructions generally involve verbs of physical action, like £5 géi
‘give to’, i di ‘hand to’, %% jido ‘hand to’/‘submit to’, if hudn ‘return to’, etc.
However, verbs like £/ gaosu ‘tell’, ;@41 tongzhi ‘inform’/‘notify’, # jido
‘teach’ and I jiao “call’/*address as’, all of which involve some form of com-
munication, can also form dative sentences:

K &R — 1% - wo péngyou gaosu wi yi gé mimi
(f2% mimi direct object, 3 wé indirect object)
My friend told me a secret.

A ff—¢F=3 - mishn tongzhi ta yi jian shi
(—fF= yi jian shi direct object, fif; ta indirect object)
The secretary notified him about something.

4 ) L35S - ta jido ta ni’ér yingyi
(¥43E yingyu direct object, #t7 /| tA mi’ér indirect object)
She taught her daughter English.

RFEWHEZTF - dajia jiao wo ldo wang
(#F lao wang direct object, % wo indirect object)
Everybody calls me Lao Wang.

Note: This kind of dative construction cannot incorporate #; géi:
One cannot say:

i s F— - - 14 glosn géi wo ¥T gé mimi
i i — TR T - ta gaosu yi gé mimi gél wo
(fir. in both sentences: She told me a secret.)

E Dative constructions may be used in both j& ba and #: bei sentences:

it B AN 5 #4575 o yéudiyudn ba na/nei féng xin di géi wo
The post(wo)man gave me the letter.

HIEIRAHE% & - bié ba na/néi gé mimi gaosu ta
Don’t tell him that secret.

AMBE R s — TR T »
na/néi ping jin bei ta song géi yi gé péngyou le
That bottle of wine was given by her to a friend.
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18 Unit 3

Exercise 3.1
Identify the direct and indirect objects in the sentences below:

1 iEHR —-HF% - wo song péngyou yi zhi shoubido
I gave my friend a watch.
2 (s E2E— 44 - ta di géi tongxué yi béi nidndi
Ile passed his coursematc a glass of milk.
3 ZEAWB M o jingli jiao géi mishd yi pi wénjian
Thc manager gave the scerctary a stack of documcnts.
4 mAETES—4ZE - bingrén jié le yishéng y1 bén zdzhi
The patient borrowed a magazine from the doctor.
5 BT () e f A9 485 o ta ba na/nei ba (yi)sdn hudn géi ta de linja
He rcturned the umbrella to his neighbour.
6 EZififssF—2+4 o Laoshi jié géi wo yi bén sha
The teacher lent me a book.
7 HHI— PR EIRE % o wo de y1 gé péngyou gaosu wo yi gé mimi
One of my friends told me a secret.
8 R —(E 58 - xuésheng weén lioshi yixié weénti

The student asked the teacher some questions.

Exercise 3.2
Form dative sentences with the Chinese words and phrases given below:

1 The consulate issued me with a visa.

i Ningshiguin —3K553E yi zhang gianzhéng #53 géi wo % fa issue
2 My friend lent me a video tape.

1A péngyon {45 jié géi —&F{EF y1 pan lixidngdai 7% wo
3 1 borrowed an umbrella from him.

—30(FH)<E vi ba (yi)san & wo fih ta (57 jie le
4 She brought a pair of shoes for her friend.

Ai#4 péngyou #5745 dai géi —7U#E yi shuang xié # ta
5 The driver handed me a ticket.

i wo =141 siji #25 di géi —5KZ yi zhang pido
6 The children gave the queen a bouquet of flowers,

#F niiwdng #% 7 hdizimen — %7 yi shit hua #t% xian géi

Exercise 3.3

Complete the Chinese sentences below with ‘verb + 45 gét’ as appropriate in
each case:
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1 ¥ — HR—HKERE-
wo péngyou yi zhang shéngdanka
I sent my friend a Christmas card.

2 B8 Zr—"TH-
baba haizi y1 gé wanjia
The father bought a toy for his child.

3 iE BA1— Ry o
linjii woOmen yi zhi xido gou
The neighbour gave us a puppy.

4 /NFE R R — AR o
xido li (a de tongxué yi bén zizhi
Xiao Li passed a magazine to her classmate.

5 /iR M« xiaofan
The pedlar sold me a bottle of wine.

6 fHIH FEA AR jigjie
My elder sister poured out a cup of tea for the guest.

7 ITx+ AT - E -
wang niishi women yi jian bangongshi
Miss Wang let an office to us.

8 fH A —aREA
misha méi gé rén yi zhang tongzhi
The secretary handed out a notice to everybody.

woO ¥1 ping jia

kérén yi béi cha

o HFEHE H—HE-
wo tongshi wo yi féng xin
My colleague passed a letter on to me.
10 #H2E SRR BE K
Jigjie meéimei liing bang giin

(The) elder sister lent two pounds to (the) younger sister.

Exercise 3.4
Translate the following into Chinese:

1 Please lend me two yuan/dollars.

2 My friend borrowed a swealer [rom me.

3 The students gave a present to the teacher.
4 Don’t call me Old Zhang,

5 I'll give that pen back to you tomorrow.

6 What shall we buy him?

7 Did you pass the dictionary on to him?

8 Ididn’t tcll them that scerct.
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