UNIT FOUR

Causative constructions

A In Chinese, verbs such as {£ shi ‘cause’/'make’ and ik ramg 'let’/‘permit’
are used to form causative constructions, in which the object of the first verb
(e.g. & shi or ik rang) becomes the notional subject of a second verb:

il iR LR o ta rang wo xid ji tian jia
(% wb is the object of ik rang and the subject of K& xinjia)
She let me have a few days off.

BET B3t {0 T -3k - peéng de yishéng | shi ta xia le yi tido
(4t ta is the object of {#f shi and the subject of I xia)
A crashing noise made her jump.

. B As well as i shi and il rang, other verbs, ranging in meaning from request
to coercion, also produce causative constructions:

i qing ‘ask someone to do something’:
FIEME S - wo qing ta kan didnying

I asked her to go to the cinema with me.

Wy jiao ‘tell’/‘get someone to do something’:
() WELEMEBEZ T - tA méi(ydu) jiao wd qu zhaokan hdizi
She didn’t tell me to look after the child(ren)/babysit for her.

# yao ‘want’/'require someone to do something’;
LR ANZZT o hashi yao bingrén chi yao
The nurse required the patient to take some medicine.

1] quan ‘try to persuade’:
HF Ut o dajia quan ta jié yan
Everybody tried to persuade him to give up smoking.

f& cui ‘urge’:
4 et s JLEEAY 2 mama cul ta kuai didnr qichudng ma
Did mother urge her to get up quickly?
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i< minghing "order’:
HiH St e - pdizhing mingling shibing chongféng
The platoon leader ordered the soldiers/troops to charge.

iE bl ‘force™

BEERTAMA It - qidngdao bi yinhdng jingli jiao chin yaoshi
The robber forced the bank manager to hand over the keys.

2 1| jinzhi ‘forbid’:

SRR IR £ T2 - xuéxido jinzhi xuésheng dijia

The schoal forhids the pupils to fight (with one another).

o iF ylnxu ‘permit’:
KB ETEFRESMN - fumi yinxid hdizi zhoumo kian dianshi
The parents gave the children permission to watch television at weekends.

C The verb {# shi or il rang (and sometimes more colloguially, ¥ jido or its
variant # jiao) may also be used with a second verb which is derived from an
adjective:

e RS o zhe/zhéi gé xiaoxi shi wo hén gaoxing
This picce of news made me very happy.

i g {FE iR it o ta de hua shi ta hén nanguo
Her words made him sad.

JLFET AL A o érzi de xingwéi rang fuqin zhaoji
The son’s behaviour made the father worried.

PEFEN (or #) A% - zhe/zhei jian shi jido wo bu an
This matter made me feel uneasy/anxious.

Note: < ling may be used in a similar way but has a more formal tone, particularly when used with
A, rén “people/one’:

e A H S - zhefzhel gé xiaoxi ling rén gaoxing
This news was encouraging. (/it. This news made people/one happy.)

fEYiES AL E - th de huh ling rén shiwang
Her words were disappointing. (/ir. Her words caused people/one to be disappointed.)

D To negate a causative construction one may make either the first or the
second verb negative, depending on the meaning required:

(1) Negating the first verb:

iRk o ta méi jiao ni qu yéuyong
He didn’t tell you to go swimming.
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22 Unit4

INERERESIIXRIER)
xiio 1i biz zhiin wo q canjia zbé/zhei ci huédong
Xiao Li will not allow me to take part in these activities.

ARIEF A HTSF - ta bl rang wo ba mén da kai
She didn’t let me open the door.

(2) Negating the second verb:

fnR A ik - ta jiao ni bié qu youyong
He told you not to go swimming,.

R SIS ©
xido li zhiin wd bu canjia zhe/zhéi c¢i huodong

Xiao Li allowed me not o take part in these activities,

i EFR AR 1T - ta rang wo bié ba mén da kai
She told me not to open the door.

E & you (see Basic Chinese, Unit 11) is often used in a pattern similar to the
causative structure. Sentences of this type begin either with & you or with a
time or location phrase followed by & you:

H AR o you rén zhio ni
There is someone looking for you.

) E KEEEH o zhér you huoché qu lindin
There are trains to London from here.

B EETEKEIRITEIL - zioshang you gé péngyou géi ni di dianhua
A friend phoned you this morning.

Exercise 4.1

Complete the Chinese sentences below selecting an appropriate verb from the

list given:
it rang {# shi i% qing 0y jiao
1 quan ## cui i# bi #n% mingling

ik jinzhi Ao yinxt 030 fenfd EF yao

1 iy FARAEM S0 o ta
He told me to sit beside him.

2 HEiR FURMH o wd nu péngyou
My girlfriend won’t allow me to smoke.

wo zuo zai ta pangbian

wo xiyan
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3 K HEIZR - péngyou
A friend invited me to dinner.

4 [E4E AR E - yisheng bingrén haohio xinxi
The doctor advised the patient to have a good rest.

5 &M A ¥T—d5 o jingli misha di yi feng xin
The manager requested the secretary to type a letter.

wo qix chifan

o BT AR AHER o
zhéngfu biisha da xiongmao

The government forbids the capture and killing of giant pandas.
7 BMWK B TR R R R ]
Ldo péngyou wiO wang le na/nei xié ba ydkuai de shijian
My old friend persuaded me to forget those sad times.
8 E#I FATELIRIZ (T UL =
wang laoshi women gankuai jiao zuoye
Wang the tcacher urged us to hurry up and hand in our homework.
9 BR fi4>x7z tH R o fangdong ta jintian jiao chi fangza
The landlord forced him to pay the rent today.

10 Bz SR T
jingcha qidangdao fang xia giang

The police ordered the robber to put down the gun.
11 i i —THMEDL -
qing wo shio yixia wo de yijian
Please allow me to state my opinion.
12 A1 BHM—TFILIC -
gongchéngshi wi bang ta yixiar ming
The engineer wanted me to give her a hand.
13 3535045 {tLif4H.0s o yéye de hing
His grandfather’s illness worried him a lot.
14 ith HikFEEF - ta meimei qu xi shéu
She instructed her younger sister to wash her hands.
15 fhiyiE WA T - ta de hua women dou xiao le
What he said made us all laugh.
16 #hE &S| ta zhen
She really makes me angry!

ta hén danxin

wo shéngqi

Exercise 4.2

Rewrite the Chinese sentences below in the negative to match the second Eng-
lish translation or translations:

| REAFEFEG %7 o fumi yinxd hdizi chi gidokéh
The parents allow their children to eat chocolate.
The parents don’t allow their children to eat chocolate.
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2 XA R EE T - zhé/zhei gé xiaoxi shi wo hén nanguo
This piece of news made me very sad.
This piece of news didn’t make me sad at all.
3 A ISEEE ¢ ta quan wo mai zhe/zhéi shuang xié
He urged me to buy this pair of shoes.
He urged me not to buy this pair of shoes.
4 SR HEFENSIY o jingli zhiin wo chiixi zhé/zhei ¢i huiyi
The manager allowed me to attend the meeting.
The manager allowed me not to attend the meeting.
and
The manager didn’t allow me to attend the meeting.
5 HAUFRFLT - 14 jido wo kai déng
She told me to turn the light on.
She didn’t tell me to turn the light on.
and
She told me not to turn the light on.
6 #FHilJLF%70E - wo rang érzi xué hanyn
1 got my son to learn Chinese.
I didn’t let my son learn Chinese.

Exercise 4.3
'I'ranslate the sentences below into Chinese using 5 you.

" 1 There was once a child who lost her way in the forest.
(%% céngjing ‘once’, K mila ‘lose one’s way’)
2 Who knows you here?
3 Some friends are coming to my place tonight.
4 There is a bus to London going at six o’clock.
5 Someone is waiting for you outside.
6 Is there anyone here who can speak Chinese?

Exercise 4.4

Translate the following sentences into Chinese using an appropriate causative
verb in each case:

1 The mother told her child to tidy his clothes.

2 My elder sister urged me to get out of bed quickly.

3 My younger brother wanted me to help him repair his computer.
4 1 didn’t dare to persuade her not to smoke.

5 She is unwilling to let me go with her.

6 The teacher would not allow the pupils to climb the trees.

7 The coach ordered the players to assemble on the playing field.
8 My elder brother forced me to give him my best toy.
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UNIT FIVE

Serial constructions

A A serial construction consists of two or more verbs used in a series, often
without any conjunctional devices. The second verb may follow the first verb
directly, or the first verb may take an intervening ohject:

3= iR - wo g mai baozhi
I'm going to buy a newspaper.

Ttk Z 2 7 ni zhdo ta yao shénme
Why are you looking for him? (/it. You look for him want what.)

There are various kinds of serial construction, some of which are discussed below.
B Sequence. One action is completed before the next one takes place:

BT TmERET o haizi chi le fan hui jia qu le

After eating. the child went home.

(The actions "z chifan ‘eat’ and ®m]Z hui jia *go home’ happen one after
the other.)

(S sty - 5 LEREE - BedfdiE -
ta ba xin féng hdo | tié shang yoéupiao | téu jin yéutong
He sealed the envelope, stuck a stamp on (it) and dropped (it) into the letter box.

C Purpose. The second action explains the purpose of the first action, The
verb eapressing the (irst action is wsually cither 5 Jai ‘come’ or Z qu ‘go’ (as
in the first example under A):

AR5 AL o péngyoumen I4i wo jia kanwang wo

My friends came to my house (o visit me.

(The second action, H% kanwang ‘visit’, explains the purpose of the first
action: ¥ % 1ai wo jia ‘came to my place’.)

#FlegkiEYEE - women quin jia qu hii bian dujia
The whole family went to the seaside on holiday/to take a holiday.
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26 Unit5s

More colloquially, 3K 1ai ‘come’ and Z qu "go” may be placed at the end of the
sentence:

fr E#EELET o ta shang jie qi mai cai le
fib b4 T o ta shang jie mai cal qi le
He has gone out to buy some food.

B EFNEEFRT « ta dae tishaguian qu huédn sha le
R E UG E AT - th dae tdshiguidn hudn sha qu le
She has gone to the library to return her books.

T A HiE &AL T - gongrén lai xinli shuiléngtén le
TAfEMARSFET - gongrén xiili shuiléngtéu 1si le
The plumber has come to mend the tap.

Note: ;%14 (méijydu + noun may be used as the first action in a serial construction where the
second action expresses purpose:

P EdiE e wo you jihui xué hanyd
I have the opportunity to leam Chinese.

PRI #54% )40 7 ni you shijian jiao wo kaiché ma
Have you got time to teach me to drive?

T s 2% - ni méi you liyéu zhéme shud

You have no reason to say that/talk like that.

feile fite 4 - wo méi you gidn méi xiangyin
| have no money to huy cigaretics,

D Instrument or vehicle. The first action explains the means (the instrument
or vehicle) by which the second action is carried out:

H A HIfEFIZ » zhonggué rén yong kuaizi chifan (instrument)
Chinese people eat with chopsticks.

(The first action, FiEiF yong kuaizi ‘using chopsticks’, indicates the instru-
ment with which the second action, 1z chifan ‘eat’, is carried out.)

fil4 k4 EFE o ta zud hudche shangban (vehicle)

He goes to work by train.

(The first action, 25X /E zud hudché by train’ (/it. sit on train), indicates the
means by which the second action, L shangban “go to work’, takes place.)

Note: This construction is similar 1o the coverb structure,

In a # bd construction (see Unit 1}, the verbal phrase expressing the instrument or vehicle should
come belore the 7 ba phrase.

JEIH W BHEA eSS F % wo yomg Xichéngl ba ditan xi ganjing le
I vacuumed the carpet. (fir. I cleaned the carpet with the vacuum cleaner.)
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One dues not usually say:

P EEH W 30 Fi% T - wo ba ditdn yong xichéngi xi ganjing le
to translate, °I cleancd the carpet with the vacuum cleaner’.

E Accompanying circumstances. The first action is marked with 37 zhe indi-
cating that it takes place at the same time as the second action (see Basic
Chinese, Unit 15):

ME TN TR i ta wo zhe wo de shou shud xiexie

Holding my hand, she said, ‘Thank you.

(The first action, ¥ £+ wo zhe wo de shou “holding my hand’, takes
place at the same time as the second action, i% shud ‘said’.)

S E S REE - ta weéixiao zhe huidd wo de wenti
He smiled as he answered my questions. ({/ir. He smiling answered .. .)

PSP HAENES T o hdizi bao zhe winjuxidng shui zhdo le
The child went to sleep holding the teddy bear in his/her arms.

F Negative reinforcement. The second action is a negative expression re-
inforcing the meaning expressed by the first action, which is usually marked
with ¥ zhe:

FI435 1 id o yéye zuo zhe b dong

Grandpa sat complctely still/motionless. (lit. Grandpa was sitting and did
not move.)

(The first action, 4435 zuo zhe ‘sat’/‘sitting’, is rcinforced by the second
action, 4%} bt dong ‘not moving'.)

PR ETYF T - ndinai wo zhe wd de shdu bii fang
Grandma held my hand firmly in hers. (/it. Grandma was holding my hand
and did not let go.)

Exercise 5.1

Form serial construction sentences in Chinese with the words and phrases given
in each case below and then translate the sentences into English:

1 ft ta 25 géi %L nd cha {77 da kai &E yigui & wé —{F+# yi jian
chénshin

2 % qu EY kanwang 3L 7 mai le BBt yiyuan 5 wo FAYHE A wo de péngyou
- =t y1 shu hua

3 #i I dai shang #t ta UL % yanjing X (+ wénjian 7 kan
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4 | | mén §5 A bingrén ¥/ dazhen # 1 hishi %% bingfdng ;&3 zou jin
‘& géi fEETT tun kai

5 (A wenti (=] weén #17i lioshT =4 xuésheng 77 you /L1 ji ge

6 %% xuyao [5# fangzo & wd % yixié gidn { fu

Exercise 5.2

Complete the following Chinese sentences to match the English translations:

12 kK ElEHEe jingi —— qu shanghai kaihui
The manager went to Shanghai by plane to attend a meeting.

2 o] —— Wik tamen _______ tanhua
They chatted in Chinese.

3o ¥l xidomao __ xilidn
The kitten washed its face with its paws (/L7 zhudzi).

4 B — T #EW- women — dir guo huianghé
We crossed the Yellow River by boat.

S HEFIN—  iRi%E- hdizimen __ __ shudhua
The children stood talking.

6 ik b meimei_ shangxué

My younger sister goes to school by bicycle.

Exercise 5.3

Translate the following sentences into Chinese using the colloquial format with
3% 14i or % qu at the end of the sentence (in some cases followed by T le):

1 He goes to work by train.

2 We returned home to see our grandma.

3 He will set out for Spain tomorrow.

4 All my friends came to my birthday party.
5 She went off to work.

6 Xiao Liu has come to baby-sit for me.

Exercise 5.4

Complete the Chinese sentences below with = bu + verb, to match the English

translation:

1 LR = shibingmen zhan zhe N
The soldiers stood completely still.

2 BFEREIRE - hdizi zhéng zhe yanjing S

The child kept his eyes wide open and refused to go to sleep.

Rimmington, Don. Intermediate Chinese : A Grammar and Workbook.

: Routledge, . p 36

http://site.ebrary.com/id/10017389?ppg=36

Copyright © Routledge. . All rights reserved.

May not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher,
except fair uses permitted under U.S. or applicable copyright law.



Units 29

3 RmEES — o xido gou yao zhe gitou
The puppy gripped the bone firmly in its mouth.

4 {th 5 H — T - a
ta liv zhe yi shuang xin xié
He keeps a pair of new shoes he never wears.

5 MRS IE A — Al — — °
ta zhi g shudhua na zhe yi bei kafei
She was so involved in what she was saying that she didn’t drink any of the
(cup of) coffee she was holding. (fit. She only paid attention to talking,
holding a cup of coffee without drinking.)

6 AT A - bingrén tang zhe
The invalid lay there without getting up.

Exercise 5.5

The Chinese sentences below all contain errors. Rewrite each one to make it a
correct translation of the English:

I SR M R a7 « wo ba ditan yong xichéngi xi ganjing le
I vacuumed the carpet. (/ir. I vacuumed the carpet with a vacuum cleaner.)
2 HR#EE AL © wo shuo yingyil méi you jihui
1 have no opportunity to speak English.
3 TSR EMERKE .
hdizimen kan dianying qu dianyingyuan mai piao
The children went to the cinema to buy tickets for the film.
4 JRIBITTEAMEE T—T o wo bd mén yong badi yéuqi g1 le yixia
I gave the door a coat ol white paint.
5 MEHTHEMY: o chudn xi¢hud kao matéu
The ship docked to unload its cargo.
6 BACKRFEFIRFFEMAHL L -
shiishu ldi bainidn dao wo jia dai zhe ta de haizi
Bringing his children with him, uncle came to our place to wish us a happy
new year.
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