UNIT SIX

Existence sentences

A Scntences cxpressing existence normally begin with a time or location word
(or expression). The most common involve the verb 5 you (see Basic Chinese,
Unit 11), which follows the timc/location word (or expression) and is then itsclf
followed by the relevant noun:

WEFR A —1% Bk TF - zudtian you yi ching zdqisai
There was a football match yesterday./ Yesterday, there was a football match.

KEHNEE—FHE - daxué duimian you yi jia shadian
There is a bookshop opposite the university./Opposite the university there is
a bookshop.

XL A o zhér méi you rén
There is no one here. (Jit. Here there are no people.)

B Existence is also conveyed: (1) by verbs marked with #% zhe to express an
observable or describable situation or (2) by verbs (usually followed by direction
indicators) marked by T le to indicate a completed action which has brought
about the appearance (i.e. coming into existence) or disappearance (i.e. going out
of existence) of something or somebody. These sentences follow the pattern of
time or location word (or expression) + verb + noun (see A above), though loca-
tion rather than time is the more common reference with verbs marked by # zhe.

(1) Verbs with ¥ zhe:

TEEEHFHHERTE o huayudn li kai zhe méiguihua
There are roses blooming/flowering in the garden.
(fir. In the garden are blooming/flowering roses.)

i EHERE —H#tiE - qidng shang gua zhe yi zhang ditid
There is a map hanging on the wall.
(lit. On the wall is hanging a map.)
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Unit6 31

TGS —MESE - chudng xia fang zhe yi shuang tudxié
There is a pair of slippers under the bed.
(fit. Under the bed is placed a pair of slippers.)

AR B —TESE - laotaitai miangidn gé zhe yi lan jidan
There is a basket of eggs in front of the old lady.
(lir. In front of the old lady is placed a basket of eggs.)

B kg% —HE « wiading shang ting zhe yi zhi nido
There is a bird on the roof. (/iz. On the roof is resting a bird.)

(2) Verbs indicating direction or incorporating direction markers followed by
T le:

HERFE TR K o zudtian ldi le liang gé péngyou
Two friends came yesterday. (lit. Yesterday came two friends.)

SEET=Z1% A jiali zou le san gé kéren
Three visitors/guests left my house. (/ir. House lett three visitors/guests.)

S ke T —EEN o kongzhong féi 14i le yi qun nido
A flock of birds came flying over. (lit. In the sky flew over a flock of birds.)

AT B T—H KRS - shuimian shang y6u l4i le yi zhi tian’é
A swan came gliding over the water. (/ir. On water came swimming a
swan.)

EABHESE TP A - shang gé xingqi ban zdu le lidng jia rén
Two families moved away last week. (lir. Last week moved away two
families.)

E £ T — M4 tiashigudn jié zou le yi wan cé sha
Ten thousand volumes have been borrowed [(rom the library,
(lit. Library have been borrowed ten thousand volumes.)

WS T4 T~ HAAFEK o shuli xia zuan chi le yi zhi songshii 14i
A squirrel emerged from under the hedge. (lir. (From) under the hedge
came/burrowed out a squirrel.)

I ERETHT A - guangchiing shang juji le shii gian rén
A few thousand people gathered at the square.

GEAAFFR T - A0 - tirdn Kai lai le yi liang da tankécheé
Suddenly there came a big tank.
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32 Unit 6

(3) A common complement for verbs marked by | le is 7 man "full of”, ‘filled
with’, *packed with':

FEFHEMT X - xiangzi li sai min le yifu
The box was (packed) full of clothes.

S EHEHE T 4 o zhwozi shang dui mén le shi
The table was piled high with books.

fL HR T A o litdng li ji mén le rén
The hall was packed with people.

LR Tk THLY - shéngdansha xia fang man le liwu
There were lots of presents under the Christmas tree.

(4) Verbs such as 4 shéng ‘to be born’, 5t si ‘to die”, # /il zéngjla ‘to in-
crease’, Ji#/V jianshdo ‘to decrease’, etc. which have the inherent meaning
of coming into or going out of existence also follow this pattern:

fif 154 T4 B ERE - tamen jia shéng le gé ping wiwa
Their family has a new baby. (/it. In their family has been bomn a chubby
baby.}

EhibE B3 T —3% A% o dongwuyudn li si le yi téu daxiang
An elephant died in the zoo. (/it. In the zoo died an elephant.)

EHESHITH A o dongshihui zéngjia le lidng gé chéngyudn
There were two new directors on the board (of directors).
(lit. On the board of directors were added two members.)

bRy r 7z Mgk o shanghadi jianshao le jiaotong shign
There has been a reduction of traffic accidents in Shanghai.
(/it. Shanghai reduced traffic accidents.)

B L E(E)EF T AH - women bangongshi (li) caijidn le rényuan
There has been a reduction of staff in our office. (lit. (In} our office
reduced staff.)

(5) Similarly the adjectives % dud ‘many’ and 7/ shio ‘few’ can be used as
verbs in this construction:

HEE/lT—HEFE . gudpdn li shio le y1 zhi pingguo
An apple was missing from the fruit bowl.

FHEET 47 - jia li duo le yi tido gou
The family got a new dog. (lit. (In) the family was increased (by) a dog.)
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C Existence may also be expressed with the verb i shi. While 4 you indicates
that something exists among other things, ;2 shi indicates that something(s) is/fare
the sole occupant(s) of the place indicated. & shi is often accompanied by 4 dou:

1 E#02 A - di shang dou shi shui
The ground is covered with water. (/it. On the ground all is water.)

w5 HE = A shangdian li dou shi rén
The shop is/was crowded with people. (/it. In the shop all is people.)

fi & F#iE - ta shén shang dou shi ni
She was covered in mud. (/ir. She on body all was mud.)

J& shi also implies that something is permanently associated with a location,
with the emphasis being on the location rather than the fact of existence:

RESHHEZRY - zdqidching duimian shi fanguin
There is a restaurant opposite the football ground. (/ir. Opposite the football
ground is a restaurant.)

s P 2B - fandian xiamian shi jiubajian
There is a bar below the restaurant. (lir. Below the restaurant is a bar,)

This in some contexts may therefore mean that the thing that exists has definite
reference:

EE&EYHEA B - sushé houbian shi tishaguin
Behind the dormitory is the library.

Eh 2235 05 5% 1E o woshi pangbian shi xizaojian
Next to the bedroom is the bathroom.

Exercise 6.1

Complete the following Chinese sentences with &2 shi, %2 dou shi or 7= you:

1 R LA PUEF o jintian shangwi
There is a Chinese examination this morning.

2 Bk — P &F<x - mingtian yi gé yinyuéhui
There will be a concert tomorrow.

3 EFE P - xiangzi ki
The box was full of clothes. '

4 A ¥ —Hik % - ba dian ban yi ban hudché
There’s a train at half past eight.

5 %k 5 - guangchang shang
‘T'he square 1s full of pigeons.

hanyi kaosh

yifu

gézi
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34 Unité

6 fRITHIm 2FT5 - yinhdng qianmian gichezhan
There’s a bus stop in front of the bank.
7 | p— Bt > mén qidn méiguihua

There are roses everywhere in front of the door.
8 FHFAIE MERIE o wo jia dulmian
Xiao Li’s house is opposite my house.

xiao li de jia

Exercise 6.2

Replace & you in the Chinese sentences below with the appropriate verb + &
zhe phrase chosen from the list below:

W15 you zhe #r# fang zhe 723 lidng zhe #3 na zhe
ui% zhan zhe  {£35 gua zhe K35 zhang zhe &% cdng zhe

1 #iE EH—R X4 - himian shang you yi zhi tian’é
There is a swan on the lake.
2 IIFE—7/MKkF - shan xia you yi gé xidohudzi
There is a young man at the foot of the hill.
3 EFEA -l AENE - guizili you yi hé féichang guizhong de shoushi
There is a box of extremely valuable jewellery in the cabinet.
4 FHEE L -HER - jiaoshi gidng shang you yT kuai héibin
There is a blackboard on the classroom wall.
5 REEHRLKE - guopan li you hén dud shuigud
There (is/are) a lot of fruit(s) in the fruit bowl.
6 R E AR - xuéxido dongmian you yi ké da sha
There is a large tree on the east side of the school.
T EBrHAH K- wozi li you déngguang
There is a light on in the room.
§ flF8H—F(5 - ta shou li ybou yi feng xin
He has a letter (in his hand).

Exercise 6.3

Complete the following Chinese sentences with the appropriate verb + /% man
phrase chosen from the list below:

&7 zhuang man A4 zudo man I sai mdn
#:i#% zhang min Fri# ji man F2i{#% chong min

1 The bus is packed with passengers.

BEEEE THRE -
gonggong qiché shang le chéngke
2 The hall is full of people.
FLEE TAe litdngli - le rén
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3 'I'he bottle is full of wine.

TR T# - pingzili le jiii
4 The garden is full of flowers.
P T1t° huayuin li le hua
5 The air is full of smoke.
=SB THiE - kongqili - le yanwu
6 The fridge is full of food.
b/ €] : S THY - bingxiang li le shiwii

Exercise 6.4

Complete the Chinese sentences below with a verb + ¢ 1ai/# zdéu complement
phrase to match the English translation:

I The museum has bought a lot of culitural relics.

kb TIREXH -
béwuguin le hén dudé wénwu
2 Dark clouds filled the sky.
= T—ARh8x-
kongzhong le yi da pian wiyin
3 Two parcels were sent off this morning.
SREE TRITEXR-

jintian zioshang le liding gé baogud
4 A criminal escaped (3 tdo) from the prison.

Jlicg e q2) T—AB o jianylu K
5 The shop sold over a hundred computers this month.

EHIEE _ T—EH%ERER.

zhé/zhéi gé yue dian li le y1 bii dud tii diannio
6 Two families moved into the village.

NFER TRPAK-

cinzi li Ie liang hi rénjia

le yi gé fanrén

Exercise 6.5
Translate the following sentences into Chinese, using an existence construction:

1 The tree is laden with pears.

2 A flock of seagulls flew over the surface of the sea.

3 There are green fields (HIEF tidnyé) all along the road.

4 A lot of fresh vegetables have been delivered to the market.
5 There is dirt all over his trousers.

6 The station is crowded with passengers.

7 A great deal of furniture was taken away last week.

8 There isn’t a drop of wine in the bottle.
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