UNIT SEVEN

Subject—predicate and
topic-comment sentences

A Sentences in Chinese may be divided into two basic categories: subject-
predicate and topic—comment. Subject—predicate sentences are generally used for
narrative purposcs, whereas topic—comment sentences provide description or com-
ment. The former essentially express an action, while the latter express a state:

foff WMF R 55 « tamen zudtidn gi didoyd
They went fishing yesterday.
(f{] tamen subject, #5/ qu didoyd predicate)

IR ST R49% « timen de aihido shi didoyd
Their hobby is fishing.
(fL 11 Z4F tamen de ajhdo topic, 2754 shi didoyii comment)

B The subject in a subject—predicate sentence must always bc of definite
reference:

KEPkFE s « hudche daodd zhongdidnzhan
The train arrived at the terminai station.

BF4 X4 H - hibizi jintidn gud shéngni
It is the child’s birthday today. (/it. The child today has/passes birlhday.}

One cannot nommally say:

K ERE L T - ¥ liang hudché daoda zhongdidnzhan
{fiz. A train ammived at the terminal station.)

C In subject—predicate sentenccs, the subject may act as either initiator or
recipient of an action:

(1} The subject as initiator:

REEFEYM o wd qinidn xvé jiashi
I took driving lessons last year.
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fE7EfTi3 /(0] - (4 zai dasdo fingjian
He is tidying the room.

NTETFEHE - xido héng xié le liing féng xin
Xiao Hong wrote two letters.

MK KE/NEEE o ta tidntian [ xidotigin
She plays the violin every day.

(2) The subject as recipient:

When the subject is a recipient, verbs such as %) shoudao ‘be a bene-
ficiary or target of’, ¥ zAodao ‘suffer from’, BE| yadao ‘meet with’,
&4l dédao ‘gain’, ‘be a winner of, are used:

£ 4 ZHE WAk - xuésheng shoudao ldoshi de bidoying
The students were commended by the teacher. ({ir. The students recetved
the teacher’s praise.)

MR EH 5 o (A jia zdodho daogié
Her house was burgled. (fiz. Her house suffered a burglary.)

IEEREH— T84 - yondongyuin dédao yi gian bang jidngjin
The athlete received a prize of one thousand pounds.

oh (B[ ¥ A A - zhonggud zaodao té dia héngshui
China suffered a huge flood.

Maote: The ¥{ bdf structure ¢see Unit 2) naturally falls into this category:

BTHEEY " —@ - hAizi bdi baba ma le ¥l dim
The child was wld offfrebuked by his‘her father.

M35 §eE T« wii bei xido mao diao zdu le
The fish was taken/carmed off by the ktten.

D In a topic—comment sentence the topic may be a noun, prohoun, verty, phrase
or clause, The comment usually consisis of either a & shi phrase, a 5 you
phrase, an adjective or adjectival phrase:

b Rinsh A - tamen shi yandongyusn
They are athletes.
(T tamen pronoun topic, & shi phruse as comment)

HE %% wi you yi gt didi
I have a younger brother.
(¥k wé pronoun topic, 5§ ydu phrase as comment)
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)M SIEHTH o zher de kdnggi hén xinxidn
The air here is fresh.
(2373, kongqi noun as topic, &% hén Xinxidn adjectival phrase as comment)

Fhif R E® o chouyan dui jiinkang yéuhai
Smoking is bad for heaith.
(}44 chovyan verb as topic, HE ybuhai adjective as comment)

fo R F 2 xiky - (A chidao shi bu dui de
He shouldn’t have been late. (/it. He arrive late was wrong.)
(iR E) ta chiddo clausc as topic, & shi phrase as comment)

Nole: The topic may be of definite or indefinite reference:

E TR - zhidzhil gé zido nihdi shi wd méimei
This little girl is my younger sister.

S E A HR - zhizhd yde ba zhi jilo
A spider has eight legs,

E Sentences may also be identified as topic—comment structures in the follow-
ing situations:

(1) When a medal verb is present:

—AARLEE 11435 - yi gé rén yinggai xué yi mén waiyh
One should learn a foreign language.

A AR KRR - duanliap néng zéngqidng rén de tizhi
Exercise can improve one’s physique.

(2) When the sentence particte T le is incorporated (see Unit 8):

BF L% T o hiizi shangxué qi le
The child has gone to school.

KEFL¥ET « taiydng cha lai le
The sun has come out.

(3) When a passive notion is implied (without the use of #; bei structure):

TREEE TR T » yilu dou xi ganjing le
The clothes have all been washed.

REFIEFT - fan zhi hao le
The meal is ready. (/it. The food has been cooked.)

Note: In thess ‘passive’ senlences, the lopic is usaally of definite reference and the scnicnee
patticle 7 e is always present.
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(4} When a verb is unmodified or unmarked for aspect and indicates a perman-
ent characteristic:

#iz & - mho chl yd

Cats eat fish.

P AR - tié Ai shéngxid

Iron rusts easily. {/iz. Iron is apt to rust.)
et M E o liyoéu zéngjin jiAnwén
Travelling broadens knowledge.
HEWITEEK o ta xihuan d3 kingia
He likes playing basketball.

F Subject and topic, however, may be seen to coexist in the following types of
COnstructions:

{1} Topic | subject—predicate:

SR ST o nidndi | wd yijing hé le
[ have drunk the milk.

In this case, the subject—predicate structure =X 2 /208 T wd yljing hé le serves
as a comment to the topic 4% ninndi. This kind of construction can be
‘viewed as a ‘notional passive’ with the original object /%) nidndi of the
transitive verb ¢ he being moved to the beginning of the seatence.

However, in some cases the verb in a construction like this may take an
object which has a parl and whole relationship with the topic. For example:

D4SEAM T T o milingshil | wd xiao le pi le
I have peeled the potatoes. (/it. Potatoes 1 have peeled the skins.)

Sometimes a complement (of location, duration, etc.) may be found after the
verb in such construetions.

TEJLENETEEE T - huar | mama cha zai huaping li le
Mother has put the flowers in the vase.
(}it. Flowers mother has put in the vase.)

AT RNBZIFILRT

ni/nei gé difang | wémen qu guo hio §i ci le

We have been to that place quite a number of times.

(lit. That placc we have been to quite a number of times.)
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(2) Subject | topic—comment:

EPTETPXIREA$E - zhe/zheéi ge hdizi | zhongwén shud de bucud
This child speaks very good Chinese.

This construction is in most cases the reversc of the previous fopic | subject—
predicate format. The sentence, for example, may be reworded thus, posing
37 zhongwén ‘the Chinese language’ as the topic:

X IR EAE o zhongwén zhé/zhéi gé hdizi shud de bacud
This child speaks very good Chinese.

From this point of view, the two types of seutences: topic | subject-
predicate, and subject | topic—comment are iu fact similar in meaning and
may both be counted as belonging to the topic—comment category, their only
difference being in their word order and emphasis.

The above sentence can also be reworded thus:

ETEFIRBI TS
zhé/zhét gé hiizi | shné zhongwén shnd de bucud
This child speaks very good Chinese.

In this reworded sentence ££-7- hiizi ‘the child’ remains the subject (i.e. the
initiator) of the verb (i.e. the action) 1% shud ‘speak’ (here the second 4 shud,
in #5148 shud de bicwo). However, %532 shud zhongwén ‘speaking
Chinese” has now become the topic of the sentence rather than simply $ %
zhongwén ‘Chinese’, and, as with the previous two examples, the sentence
is obvionsty a topic and comument construction, The sentence could be further
reformulated as X ™Z TR IR T zhé/zhéi gé hdizi de zhingwén
shud de biicud, which is clearly a simple topic—comment sentence.

(3) Topic | topic—comment:

A AFLFT - ni/néi gé rén | nidnji bu xido le
That person 1sn’t young any more. (/iz. That person age not small.}

BRI & (KB - wo gege | shénti hén hio
My elder brother is in good shape. (4t Elder bruther physique very good.)

FALEFSFHERER - zhongya gudjia | jingji fazhin hén Kuai
The economic growth of central Asian countries 15 very fast.

Note: The second topic in the above constructions usually has a pan and whole relationship with
the first topic. In the first example. ‘age’ is related to ‘that person’; in the second, ‘physique’ is
part of ‘clder brother’, and in the third, ‘economic development’ is an obhservable feature of
‘central Asian countries”,
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Exercise 7.1

Indicate which of the following Chinese sentences are subject—predicate sen-
tenees and which are topic—comment structures:

1 &g RIS - wo zai yanjid zhongguo fishi
I'm researching Chinese history.

2 IR EEAK - zhe/zhei shuang pixié tai da
This pair of shoes is too big.

3 MERMALE - xianzai shi liing diin ban
It's half past two now,

4 FEFKEFEATER - zheé/zhii lié hudche you ba jié chéxiang
This train has eight carriages.

5 ETEFEAMFE - women yudae hén da de kinnan
We came up against huge problems.

6 SES4F T - qiché xid hio le
The car has been repaired.

7 tHL 4B - [eiji zhonshi gifei
The planc departed on time.

8 BG4 o hé chd dui jisnkang youyi
Drinking tea is good for your health.

9 LEFFHAE - jingchd chuan zhifi
Policemen wear uniform.

10 JZERB T — {38 T - xido li dédao le yi f2n hio gingzud

Xigo Li got a good job.

Exercise 7.2

Rewrite the Chinese sentences below adding the subject given in the round
brackets to the topic—comment structure and (ranslate the resulting sentence into
English:

1 #HELERZT - yho yijing chi le
The medicine was taken. (5 A bingrén patients)

2 FKIREEEET o yilu dou lang chiqn le
All the washing has been hung out to dry. (3 wé 1)

3 WEAELET - gecloji jié z0u le
Somebody borrowed the lawnmower, (4f/F linji neighbour)

4 AP ERIBHICTRE? nd/néi gé wenti tiolin guo méiydu
Has that question been discussed? (A X dajia everybody)

5 B ETEEFTHE? diér pian wénzhing xié hio le ma
Has the second essay been written? (4R ni you)

6 HEENREEFALO¥T - mama yao de ddngxi zudtian mai huildi le
What mother wanted was bought vesterday. (% # baba [ather)
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Exercise 7.3

Change the following & ba and # b constructions inlo topic—comment sen-
tences, omitting the subject or adding the sentence particle T le where appropnate:

1 #PPHEHEHHTRET o didi bd jixit dou cdn jin yinhdng li qi le
Younger brother has put all his savings into the bank.

2 WELRBERKEIT T < ta yijing ba fAngjian shoushi hio le
He has tidied the room.

3 BREFERSIHL¥E T - baba ba na/méi bi jidngjin juan géi xuéxiao le
Father has donated the prize money to the school.

4 FHESIEAMEERMT - wo yijing ba zhé/zhéi jian shi gaosu (4 le
I've already told him about this.

5 PRERNEERZHMFZTT -
zuébtidn mdi de xidngjido quin béi ta chi win le
The bananas which were bought yesterday were all eaten up by him.

6 BT A AR L
shéng xid de fAneai béf mama dao zai yingou li
All the leftovers were tippcd down the drain by mother.

Exercise 7.4

Translate the following into Chinese, making the underiined clements the topics
of the sentences:

1 T have cleared the room.

2 She has posted the two letters.

3 1 have cooked the nice.

4 My younger brother has borrowed my father's car,
5 1 have been to the Great Wali twice alrcady.

6 Mother has given that box of chocolates to a friend.
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sentence particle T le

Sentence particle " le is a common and imponant feature of Chinese, in parlicu-
lar spoken Chinese. We saw in Unit 7 section E that the presence of T le at the
end of a sentence converted the scntence into a topic-comment structure. This is
because the speaker, in adding 1 le, is providing a personal gloss in reaction (o
a statement just made or to circamstances that may have become apparent. This
gloss invanably introduces some expression of change which the speaker wishes
to convey. This change may indicate that things have taken a turn or that they
are not what one would have expected, or that they are about to be different.
Sentence particle " le therefore often occurs naturally with verbs or adjectives
that posc contrasts and possess an inherent implication of change.

A As 7 le is often used to indicate a change from one state to another, it
naturally occurs with adjectival predicates:

KET o tian héi le
It’s getting dark./it’s gone dark.

ESEMENRT - tidngi nuanhuo quildi le
I’s getting warmer./It’s got wanmer.

MIEET - mama lao le
Mother is getting oider./Mother is old now.

A9 FEET T < ta de bing héo le
He’s better./He has got better. (#it. His iliness 1s better.)

B As T le is also used to indicate the completion of an action, it readily
combines the aspectoal use of T le with the sentential particle T le following a
verb at the end of a statement:

H#XR T - chontian dao le
Spring has arrived.
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AFRiEZET - dongtian gud qi le
Winter i1s over.

EXT o ché Hii le

Here comes the bus.

%7 - ché zbu le
The bus has gone.

{EFHT o hua kai le
The Howers have opened/are in bloom.

FE#T - huid xi¢ le
The Aowers have withered/fallen.

HAZET o wo de bido ting le
My watch has stopped.

BRI T - linju de gdu si e
The neighbour’s dog has died.

C From the discussion in A and B, it logically follows that T le is generally
. used after an adjective or a verb (or verb phrase) at the end of a sentence when
the speaker sees a situation as having come to a stage which requires comment
Of SUINIMINg up:

T - hao le
That’s it. (e.g. Some job has been done: some discussion should end, etc.)

(HMIE) =T + (wd de hud) win le
That’s all. ({/it. My words are finished. {e.g. at the end of a speech or talk))

AR T « shijian dao le
Time’s up. (/it. The time has come.}

HT 57T - suan le | suan le
Okay, okay. (e.g. [t's no longer worth making a fuss about.)

2147 - bié shéngqi le
Don’t you fret/be angry any more.

TEIRIET » b yio shuohua ie
Please be quiet. (/. Don’t talk any more.)
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This usage leads on to the speaker’s call for the beginning of a new action:

KT - qichudng le
Get up, please.

BT - zdnmen kaishi le
Let's get started./Let’s begin.

D 7T lJeis therefore seen to be frequently used with expressions of imminent
action, intention or changc, often with adverbs such as &t kuai ‘soon’, (B) H
(jiu) yae ‘just about to’, etc.:

LT wiodule
I'm off now.

¥T = lhile
I'm coming. (lit. come}

(K) BT/ 7T - (tian) yao xia ya le

It looks like rain.

TEYLBREETRT o fEijl knai qifEi e
The plane is about to take off.

KEL FEEEH T - huoché mashing jin yao kai le
The train is just about to start/lcave.

E To indicate the end state or result of an action, T le is commonly used in
sentences where the verb incorporates a resuli complement and once again com-
bines the aspectual use with the sentence particle function (see Basic Chinese,
Unit 22):

BIEMEIET - qiché xio hio le
The car has becn repaired.

ERE/SEIFT - yifu tang/yun hio le
The clothes have been ironed.

—PIMfEETF T ¢ yiqié dou zhinhbei hio le
Everything is rcady.

AR5 T « ninndi hé wan le
The milk is finished.
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Wi E T o didi zhing gao le
My younger brother has grown talier.

FHEMET < yéye bing dio le
Grandpa has fallen ill.

WLBEE T - ying’ér shui zbdo le
The baby has gone to sleep.

{SAF T ? ta hé zui le ma
Is he drunk?

EEE#TIE? zhe/zhei gé zi xié cud le ba
I suspect this character has becn wrntten wrongly.

Similarly, the direction marker # 3 qildi, signalling the beginning of a new
stage, and potential complements expressing probability or particolarly non-
probability also require T le:

AL G T B AR AFTEEHE 1 - nivndd lidng gé hé zui jit de rén da qildi le
The two people who were drunk came to blows.

BSFAEFRTT - wo jintian zéu bu lidoe le
I can’t leave today. (e.g. It’s too late and the last train 1s gone, etc.)

PHAG.L T TET - mama shangxin de shuo bu xiaqu le
Mother was so sad that she could not go on. (/i. could not go on talking)

XTI IS EK T « zhe/zhéi jian shi wo ji bu gilai le
I can’t recall this incident. (#it, This matter [ can’t remember.)

F As an indicator of change, T le may also be used to express the emergence
of a situation (present, past or futurc) which the speaker has not expected or is
very much concerned about:

ITELT ? ni zénme le
What’s wrong with you? (Has anything (unusual) happened?)

fREBILT 7 ni qi ndr le
Where did you go? {I could not find you anywhere.)

AEFT - tai hao le
Terrific! (It’s much better than I expected.)

fREF45 L% T 27 ni haizi jinnidn ji sui le
How old is your child? (I would really like to know.)
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G Sentence T le naturally often occurs in sentcnecs which include a verb—
object or verb—complement phrase marked by aspect T le. In these cases the
speaker, by using sentence T le, is adding his or her gioss to the statement or
question. Consider the following pairs of exampies in which the first is a state-
ment of fact and the second adds the speaker’s comment:

HATH TR T8k - women déng le liing gé zhdngtéu

We waited two hours.

KNS TH T2k T - wimen déng le liang gé zhongtou le
We have been waiting/have waited for two hours,

WET =X ta qi le san ci

She went three times.
METZ=XRT o ta qule san ci ke
She’s been there three times.

BRMNBTH T - women kan le ni/néi gé dianying

We saw that film.

A1/ TH- g T - women Kan le na/neéi gé didnying le
We’ve seen that film.

fltog v +4FIERY - tA hé le shi béi pijia

He drank ten glasses of beer.

fthig T+ E# T o ta hé le shi béi pijiii le

He’s had ten glasses of beer (and that’s why he can’t stand up).

H 1 le is not generally used in the following situations:
(1) In sentences which express processcs (past, present or future):

HKHERXEHEF - wd zudtian qb kan dianying
I went to the cinema yesterday.

#FEFrEEea il - ta zhéngzai jie dianhua
She is on the phone at the moment. {/ir. She is rcceiving a phone call
right now.)

RI\FEFR M - wo minglian qu thnwang (3
I am going to pay him a visit tomorrow.

(2} In sentences expressing habitual actions:

HErEiTm TRE - wi changchang da gao’érfa qia
1 often play golf.

HRFIYKE P - wh tiantiin zud hudché shangban
I go to work by train every day.
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{3) In negative sentences indicating that something did not, does not or will not
lake place:

Hx# E3&igHRE - namel tian winshang wo meéiyou he jid
i didn’t dnink that evening.

A - wd bi choéuyan
I don’t smoke.

A% = wo bu qu
I won't go.

Note: However, ; le can be used in any situatien listed under F. if the speaker is expressing
an assertion, contradiction or change of mied, elc..

B FERED o wd méiyou 231 he jil le
[ never drank again {alter that}.

HAHHAT » wib i chduyan le
TI've given up smoking./l don’t smoke any more.

BTLT - wo bl gb le
T'm not going any more.

RELAKA LT » wi tiantidn zud hudchi shanghan le
Nowadays [ go to work by train every day.
(I didn’t use o)

REERAET @ T - wh zudlian ga kin didnying Je
I wept 1o the cinema yesterday.
{I hadn't intended to; | hadn’t been before; that's why [ was not somewhere clse, €<}

Exercise B.1

Identify which Chinese sentence in the pairs below is a more accurate translation
of the English in each case:

1 Ican speak Chinese now.
=15 » wo buol shud bany0/f£151E T  wo hui shud hanyi le

2 He doesn’t smoke.

fit T4t « ta bl chouydn/fih FH T » ¢ bi chéuyin le
3 The leaves are going yellow,

M T » shiye huang le/{#jH{H% » shuye hén huang
4 The shop is closed.

BIE X T shangdiin guan le mén/#/5 %17 = shiingdidn guan mén le
5 It was cold.

RS R+ tiangi hén Iéng/ % 5% 1 - tidngi léng le
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6 He won't go to the library any more.

AREBEBET o ta bbb qu hishoguin le/f1 -FE$7% - ta ba qu tdshaguian
7 This place has become a supermarket,

XILEHBRTIH T o zhér shi chaoji shichiing le/

X )RS ™E - zher shi chaoji shichang
8 The kitten has grown very big.

/NFRIRK < xido mae hén dA// ) AT - xido mao da le

Exercise 8.2
Translate the following sentences inio Chincse:

1 Here comes the train,
2 I have grown taller.
3 The watch has been mended.
4 The dog is getting old.
5 The picture has fallen down. (% diao ‘fall’)
6 The clock has stopped.
7 The fish died.
8 The work is finished.
9 He is drunk.
10 The child is asleep.

Exercise 8.3

Make adjustments to the Chinese sentences below to make them appropriate
representations of the English in each case:

I EEFA K- xiézi tai da
The shoes are too big.

2 BERBAMT o wh tidntian hé nidndi fe
I drink milk every day.

3 FHAEFILT] - women kudi dio shinding
We're nearly at the top of the mountain.

4 FHLHBF T o gége jingchang hé jin le
My elder brother often drinks.

5 £ EHET o huiyl jib yao jiéshi
The meeting will finish in a minute.

6 fhEHRMET - ta xThuan tidowil le
He likes dancing.

T REREFERT - wi méi win doun dd bao le
| read the newspaper every evening.
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8 ARG o xin fAngzi kuai zio hao
The new house will be finished very soon.
9 skib LgkH o shui mashang jio kai
The water will boil in a second.
10 %3RFEAT - didi shi yishéng le
My younger brother is a doctor.

Exercise 8.4
Translate the following into Chinese:

1 Last year things were very expensive here, but now they are much cheaper.
2 We are just off.

3 Where have they gone to uow?

4 I'll be back in a moment.

5 1 don’t like eating meat any more.

6 His hair has gone grey.

7 She is not here any more.

8 [t’s going to snow.

9 1don’t have any more money.
10 My Chinese is a bit better than it used to be.
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Abbreviated sentences

A Scntences in Chinese are often dependent on the context for meaning, and
abbreviated sentences are therefore extremely common, particularly in speech.
since in clearly contextualised utterances some language features can become
redundant. Take the following examples:

BXT— TR AB- %05 o wd mai le yi gé jizi | tai suan | méi chi
I bought a tangerine, (but it) was too sour, {and I didn’t eat (it).

AREEIHEWEE  XILRET -
ni/nei jia shapgdidn hai you ylsin mai | zhér mai win le
There are umbrellas for salc in that shop, (but they) are sold out here.

It will be seen from thc above that context in Chinese allows for omissions and
that conjunctions and pronouns in particular, especially the third person neuter,
are often omitted.

B In answer to (uestions, abbreviated forms of the initial questions are norm-
ally used rather than ‘*yes’ or ‘no’ {see Hasic Chinese, Unit 18):

IR ? ni hé jid ma
Do you drink?

% - he

Yes. {fir. drink}

IRHHES ? ni chouyan ma
Do you smoke?

A e bla chou

No. ({it. don’t smoke)

K THE ? ta ldi e méiyou
Has he tumed up?

*T - 14ile

Yes. (lit. has comc)
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IRIRAZL Tk ? ni mingtidn qb bu gb youydng
Are you going swimming tomormow?

X+ qu

Yes. (fir. go)

RRTR2EILMIESE R 7 ni shi ba shi zhér de fiwuyuin
Are you a waiter here?

Z - shi

Yes. (M. am)

FEEEERE? ni ydu méi you shoudiantong
Have yon got a torch?

M T#L o duibugi | méi you

Semy, no. (lit. sorry, haven't got}

If a modal verb is present it should be used in the answer:

{REAEEELE? nl xidng bu xidng qu kan didnying
Do you want to go to the cinema?

- xifdng

Yes. (lit. want)

e PR A FEL ? ni vio shang shichdng mai dongxi ma
Would you like to go shopping in the market?

AE - bu yio

No. (lit. not want)

TEEE —TIO T AR ? wo néng jie yixia ni de dihudji ma
May 1 borrow your lighter for a moment?

fic = néng

Yes. (4t may)

in answer to question-word questions, as with most languages it is possible (o
supply an abbreviated responsc conlaining only what 1s relevant to the question
being asked:

wif2itE 7 ta shi shéi/shui
Who is she?

HHiAi &k - wo de péngyon
My friend.

{TE /LT ? ni you ji gé hdizi
How many children have you got?
- liing pe

Twao.
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RN ? zbeé shi shéi/shui de gidnbio
Whose purse is this?

H1 - wdde

Mine.

K EEH 29 E] 7 hudché shénme shihou dae
What time is the train due”?

TH =¥ = xidwi sin dian ban

Half past three in the afternoon.

C In everyday idioms the subject or topic may be omitted;
(1} Everyday expressions:

B ! xiéxie

Thank you!

A ! duibugi

(I'm) sorry!/Excuse me!

X! zaijian

Good-bye!/See you later!
WHkik ! dangrdn low

Of course!

X% | méi guanxi

It doesn’t matter!/Never mind!
T 1 xing/hdo

All dght!

th#F#™E » zhio ni Hing méo
Here’s your change of twenty cents. (/it. return you two mao)

(2) Expressions about the weather:

FTRET | xia yi le

[t’s raining!

RET! qi wile

It’s foggy!

TET! xia xud le
It’s smowing!

AT ! gua [Eng le
It’s windy!

FIET ! da léile

It’s thundering!
AT ! shin dian le
It’s lightning!

THET ! xii shuang le
It’s frosty!
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M APRT ! chi Riydng le
The sun has come out!/It’s sunny!

Note the use of sentepce particls T le indicating change of state.
{3) Requests or instructions:

¥ | gud lai

Come here!

HF£T ! kaihui le

Let’s start!/ We're starting {a mceting).
BIEh | bié dong

Don’t move!

t&;£! man zéu

Take care!/Go carefully!

5251 lid ba/F3% | bi song

Don’t bother seeing me to the door!/No need to see me out!
g | qing jin

Come in please!

i#UB% qing hé cha?

Would you like a cup of tea?

(4) Military comnands:

WwIF! Li zhéng

Attention!

Al shaoxi

Stand at ease!

3 | gibid zdu

Quick march!

&% | xiang you zhuin
Right turn!

Note: In these commands the first {or first rwo) words are often pronounced with a level tone,
and the last word always assumes a falling note, no matter what the original tone is.

(5) Public notices of insoruction or prohibition:

LR | jinzhi xivin
No smoking!

Ak AP | b zhitn ri nei
No entry!

T MAERA | zAd ci paidui
(Qneue here!



Unitg 55

FEF 3] | suishdu guan mén

Close the door behind you!

AR R - 405 1 ba zhiin luan réng guopi | zhixié
Don’t drop litter!/No litter!

(fit. dropping fruit skins and bits of paper not allowed)

frla

Pull {notice/sign on door)
# tol

Push {notice/sign on door)

D In exclamations or instructions a single word or a short phrase is often
enough:

% | piao

Tickets, pleasc!

1 hud

Fire!

Fip 1 jiluming

Help!

EE ! zhayl/ 4l | xidoxin
Look out!/Watch out!

gk | zhizha
A spider!//A daddy-longlegs!
FUE! {ian na

Heavens!/Good heavens!

E Exclamations also often omit the subject or topic and, therefore, consist
simply of a qualifying adjective preceded by a degree adverb likc # () dud
(me) ‘how’, X2 zhéme ‘so’, H zheén ‘truly’, etc.:

% 2,31 | dudme xingyun na
How lucky (we are}!

#£I5eE ! dud qifo wa

What a coincidence!

XAEZE | zhéme pidoliang &
How pretty!

E#E ! zhén reé ya

How hot it 1s!

Sometimes a qualified headword or topic sufficcs:

EolZHE T ! dud ké’ai de haizi a
What a lovely child!
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HM 1 dud xiong de gou wa
What a fierce dog!

HFHIERSTF | dud hao de tidngi ya
What lovely weather!

£ LU ! dud gio de shin na
What a high mountain!

Exercise 9.1

Translate the following inta Chinesc:

1 I'm sormy! 8 Sit down, pleasc!

2 It docsn’t matter! 9 Be quiet, please!

3 It’s lighining! 10 No parking!

4 It’s thundering! 11 Turn off the light as you go out!
5 Sign herc, pleasc! 12 Don’t cry!

6 Fire! 13 Your receipt!

7 What a clever person! 14 What heavy rain!

Exercise 9.2

Provide pesitive and negative answers in Chinese for each of the questions
below using abbreviated forms:

1 HEERTPEER TS ? zud win ni xizio le ma
Did you have a shower/bath [ast night?
2 X AED? ni xidng mii zdzhi ma
Do you want to buy a magazine?
3 METRIKGFET 1a shi bir shi ni de yayi
Is she your dentist?
4 (REGEEHFH? ni ydu méi you cashouzhi
Have you got any tissues?
5 RsFEEE? ni xié bu xié huixin
Are vou going to write back?
6 FEA[ AL /LT ? wo kéyi zud zai zhér ma
May I sit here?
7 R FSER TY? ni de hdizi hui zduld 1e ma
Can your child walk now?
8 FHFEFMTE TS ? wd néng ging ni bing g& ming ma
May | ask a favour?
9 LA XEEYET ? nimen git guo diying béwlguin ma
Have you been to the British Muscum?
10 EmIreE FS? ndneé zai loushang ma
Is the Gents upstacrs?
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Exercise 9.3
Translate the Chincsc sentences or expressions below into English:

1 m:]:—;{:;r—[ ' suishou guan men & Eﬁ{lj_f ! ShUijifl.O le

2 Fi#r ! xiakele 7 frla

3 #ftk ! ginkuai 8 # tul

4 FiE3E ! bié shushua 9 HAMT ! chi taiydng le
5 @# | gondan 10 /! xidoxin

Exercise 9.4
Translate the following into Chinese, using abbreviations where appropnate:

1 That case is very heavy. I don't want to buy it.
2 It’s raining.
3 h's Sunday today.
4 Those flowers are beautiful. Can I buy them for you?
5 Have you been to Japan? No.
6 Are you coming to play football tonight? Yes.
7 QOur house is on this map, but I can’t see it.
£ Do you like it here?
9 Fancy seeing you here. What a coincidence!
10 What beautiful music! (£1f hdoting pleasant to listen to)
11 Do you recognise that man? No.
12 I'm looking for my key, but I can’t find it.
13 The blue one is very attractive, but I can’t afford it.
14 Can you smoke here? No.
15 It’s really easy to speak Chinese.
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Rhetorical questions

A Rhetorical questions by definition are not neutral enquiries and they always
carry some degree of assumption on the pan of the speaker. In their mildest form
they simply repeat the previoos statement with a quizzical tone {with or without
the interrogative particle & ma), implying that the speaker is questioning or
expressing doubts about the validity of the statement. This quizzical tone is
introduced (1} by stressing particular elements in the question or {2) by adding a
qualifying phrase like B 1 zhén de, #§3k queéshi, etc. meaning ‘Is it true that . . .";

fib a1 & T (M) ? (with stress on FE tongyi)
tamen tongyi le (ma)
Have they agrecd?

or

i H R E T (H)?
tamen zhén de tongyi le (ma)
Have they really agreed?

{ERBIF S (B)7 (with stress on 3 & maoldi - a strong Chinese liquor)
ni xithuan h& maotdi (mg)
You like (drinking) Maotai?

or

{RHSEESRBFE S ()7
ni quéshi xihuan hé méotdi (ma)
Do you really like {drinking) Maotai?

Note: More simply, the speaker may of course just use the simple idiom 74 7 shi ma *Is that so?"
to the same effect:

e}y - LAY Amen Wongyi Je | shi ma
They have agreed, haven't they? (&ir. They have agreed, is that 507}
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A stronger form of rhetorical question is couched in the negative where the
speaker is actually inviling a positive answer. The interrogative particle ™ ma
may be added, but the question can sound even more rhetorical without it:

A9 HE () ? ni b zhidao (ma)
Didn’t/Don’t you know?

¥ EEFER ()7 ta méiydu gaosu ni (ma)
Hasn’t he told you?

{RAE S (2)? ni bu xihuan tiaowd (ma)
Don’t you like dancing?

fRTRA% (%) 7 ni b shi daifu (ma)

Aren’t you a doctor?

The negator F bun can also be followed by the intensifier 5 shi before the verb
to highlight the whole predicate or comment. Under such circumstances, & ma
1s more often included:

A RERFEET ? ni bu shi qir guo méigud ma
Haven’t you been to Amenca?

R IR EEE A ? ni ba shi shud ta shi égud rén ma
Didn’t you say that she was Russian?

VEIEFRERETAHHFES?
zhongguéhua bu shi you hén dud bu ldng de fangyin ma
Doesn’t Chinesc have very many different dialects?

(i S ki NARS TR R ET 58 a2
ta b shi bd nivnéi bén xidoshud fAnyi chéng yingwén le ma
Hasn’t he translated that novel into English?

Note: The rhetorical tone may be further strengihened by placing the phrase #:if ndndao ‘Is it
possible/true that . . .* at the beginning of the question or immediately after the subject:

B ATREM? ndndae ni bo zhidae ma
Da/Did you really not know?

R EsEy Tt 2™ ? ol ndndao zhén de bu dong zhéngwén ma
Do you mean to say thar you really den't understand Chinese?

B The sentence particle B2 ba also occurs in rhetorical questions. It makes an
enquiry which stself sugpgests the answer:
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it FEE UL 7 ta shi Hioshi ba
She is a teacher, isn’t she?

MUREEIHN? ta bi shi Eioshi ba
She 1sn’t a teacher, is she?

fizd 1< AKIE ? timen hui liabing ba
They know how to skate, don’t they?

FATTRIE L 2T ? women bi shi mingtiin qu jian jingli ba
We aren’t going fo see the manager tomorrow, are we?

C Interrogative pronouns like {+2 shénme, 4 /1. nar or £ 2 zénme are used
in rhetorical questions to convey a more contentious enguiry:

(1) 1t shénme:
(a) Following an adjective:

{2 ? ni méang shénme
What are you so busy with?

fr&f+2 7 ni ji shénme
What arc you so worried about?/There is no hurry./There’s nothing
to worry about.

XiEF A2 ? zhé/zheéi diao ti nan shénme
What's so difficult about this question?

(b) Preceding a noun:
izHfa! chi shénme yo
What do you mean {eat) fish?/ What fish?

{implies ‘There isn’t any fish.")

EH 2k ! kan shénme didnying
There is no way you are going to the cinema’

FEHLZ2F 1 bdi shénme jiazi
You've got nothing to be proud of //Don’t give yourself airs!

{c} Alter a verb:

{3+ 2 7 ni kil shénme
What are you crying for?
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frE(t-2 7 ni rang shénme
What are you shouung for?/What's all the shouting about?

{TIB5EH 2. 7 ni manyuvan shénme
What are you complzining about?/Why are you making such a fuss?

(d) With the verb F ydu:

Hfa{t4H? zhé ydu shénme yong
What’s the use of (doing) this?

HEREHLER? zhe/zhei xie sha yon shénme yisi
What's so inlcresting about these books?

(2) B /L ndr before a noun (with #y de}, verb or adjective:

ZREILEE? zhe shi ndr de hui _
What sont of talk is that/this? {derogatory)/Don’t mention it. (polite)

HIR) P TR ? wd nar chi de xid ne
How (on earth) can | eat it/any more?

ERIEW/LE T 7 wod de hud nir cud le
What (on earth} is wrong with what [ said?

(3) E 2 zénme before a verb or modal verb, often followed by 12 ne:

fitE A2 FBAMEE ! (A zénme hui bu mingbai ne
How (on earth) can/could he fail to understand?

{FEZARERLIE? ni zénme néng bu qu ne
How can you not go?

fREZR LIfEAE ! ni zénme kéyi gudi th ne
How can/could you blame her! (implies “You can’t blame her.”)

{4) it shéi/shui also usually with U2 ne:

HeAjEWE ? shéi/shui zhidao ne
Who knows? (Nobody knows.)

HAHEN ? shéi/shui biy zhidao ne
Who doesn’t know? (Everybody knows.)
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HEEGL? shéi/shui cai de zhio ne
Who would have guessed it?

FEEZHENE ? hdi néng shi shéi/shui ne
Who else could it be (then)?

(5) {72 hébi/fa3 héka ‘what need’, ‘why” or {7 7~ hébi ‘why not™ again often
with Ut ne:

IRl 4 A LE? ni hébi dangzhén ne
Why take it (50} seriously?/Why so serions?

R ER A ST AEE 7 ni békd gén Ziji guo bu qi ne
Why be so hard on yourself?

AT 5 L #41FBUE ? ni hébi mishang gaosu ta ne
Why don’t you tell him straightaway?

(6} T ganma/F{| 2 gan shénme ‘what(cver) for’, ‘why {ever)’ (colloquial):

fRFGXAES? ni ganmd zhéme kéqi
Why are you being so polite?/ Why all this formality?

T H244£5? ni gan sbénme shéngqi
Why are you s0 angry?/What are you so angry for?

RE N T1+4? ni ma rén gan shénme
Why are you being so insulting/abusive?

D Affinmative-negative questions are often used to introduce a rhetorical tone,
particularly when introduced by phrases like 1% ni shué (/ir. *“What do you say
to that?"):

(MR FEEAE? ni shud zhé/zheéi jian shi guai b guai
Don’t you think this is strange?

RiEEE- ™ AFEFREE? ni shud ta zhe/zhéi ge rén lihai bb Lihai
She is really tough/formidable isn’t she?/Don’t you think she is really
tough/formidable?

R TERETH? ni shuo zhé/zhdi zhing gongzud ndn bd nan
This is a difficult job isn’t it?/ Don’t you think this is a difficult job?
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Exercise 10.1

Rewrite the Chinese sentences below in the form of rhetorical questions using
the phrases or structures given in the round brackets, and then translate the
resulting question into English. (In some cases the negative may have to be
dropped from the original statement.)}:

1 #{riEsh AR ES - na/nti wei yondongyuin hén jisnkang
That athlete is very healthy. (... 2 ... % ... bushi...ma)
2 firzZi P T » (4 chi guo xigua le
He has eaten watermelon before. { ... 8% ... 5 ... méivdu . .. ma)
3 B EFEILT - na/néi gé hdizi dong limao
The child is very polite. (#3# ... ... 4 nindao ... hir. .. ma)
4 ®EHH - wd méiydu cud
I'mpot wrong. (... WE)L... T .. ndr... le
5 A aT A AT EE o ta b kéyi shud zhé/zhéi yang de hua
He can’t say things like that. (... EZ ... ...zénme...)
6 AKEMEEXHEE - dajia dou zhidao zhé/zhei jian shi
Everyone knows about this. (4~ . .. shéi/shui bu .. .)
7 S LR —EAXE - ni kéyl gén €4 yigi qi méigud
You can go to America with him. (... f/R... & ... hébd ... ne}
8 XEFEBEEA - zhi/zheéi jidn shiging zhén [Uz4
This matter is really complicated. (fRi% ... 1~ ... & ni shué ... ba ... ma)
9 MAEZKES - ta bd yinggai shénggi
She shouldn’t be angry. (... F{+Z ... gan shénme)
10 2T TRIAi- tashi wang gdngchéngshi
He’s Wang the engineer. (##38 ... & ... nandao... b0 shi...)

Exercise 10.2
Translate the following inio English:

I R TFEES R 75 ? ni b ai chi gidokéli ma

2 {REAEEEEIHNETFE? ni héka zhid zhé/zhéi yang jih de Fingzi ne

3 B ARAYSEE? shéi/shui mii zhéme pui de giché ne

4 BEHLAFAR? ki you shénme yong ne

5 fRELHXE BRI ?
ni zénme zud zhé/zheéi yang wéixiin de shi ne

6 {EHEAE % ? th ndndiao bl gioxing ma

7 XL ? zhéme shut bu duil ma

8 fRiRXHEERAEHM? ni shud zhd/zhei jidn shi za bu fuza

O BEHLLETEEERY?
héi ydu shénme bi zhé/zhei gé géng pidnyi de ma

10 frtEf+2 7 ni déng shénme
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Exercise 10.3
Translate the following 1nto Chinese:
(a) Using 7~ bir. .. "} ma, 77 zhén de, etc.:

1 Don’t you understand?

2 Do you really watch television every evening?
3 Have your friends really all arrived?

4 Do you really want to go?

5 Can’t you use chopsticks?

(b) Using 7~ bi shi... "5 ma:

6 Didn't you say they could ail speak Chinese?
7 Haven't you seen that Alm?
8 Isn’t she very like her mother?
9 Aren't you extremely busy on Saturdays?
10 Esn’t Shanghai the biggest city in China?

(¢} Using & miandao . .. ™ ma:

11 You haven't left your tickets at home, have you?

12 Do you mean to say you still can’t write that (Chincse) character?
13 [ndn’t he even say ‘thank you'?

14 Could it be possible that she doesn't eat tomatoes?

(d} Using the question word indicated:

15 What's the hurry? (f+Z shénme)

16 How can she help you? (¥} /L nar}

17 How could he possibly agree with your opinions? ((E % zénme)
18 Why won’t she say anything? (75 ganma)

19 Who would buy such expensive things? (it shéi/shui . .. U2 ne)
20 Why not go by train then? ({9 héba . . . I ne)



