
Economic History of the Ancient World 

illustrated by the example  

of Roman Amphorae IV 
 

 

 

Masaryk-Universität Brünn 

October 3, 2016 

 

 

 

PD Dr. Ulrike Ehmig  



A brief introduction to the economic history of the ancient world 

Development of research activities and ancient sources: contributions from the Ancient 

History and from the Archaeology 

 

Why amphorae as an example of an economic history of the ancient world? 

Other containers used for transport and shipping 

 

What information do amphorae give? 

Residues of content, painted inscriptions, types, fabrics, geochemistry 

 

Case study I: transport in the western Mediterranean by the example of Mainz and its  

surrounding areas 

 

What happens to the empty amphorae? Reuse and waste disposal by the example of 

Dangstetten, the first Roman military camp north of the Alps 

 

Case study II: transport in the Eastern Alps region by the example of the southern and inner  

alpine regions of the later province of Noricum 

  

Considerations concerning ancient global economy and economic regions 

 

Painted inscriptions from an excavation in Roman Cologne: the largest ensemble north 

of the Alps 

 

Considerations concerning the function of the painted inscriptions on Roman amphorae. 

Economic History of the Ancient World illustrated by the example of 

Roman Amphorae 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



Amphorae in the Eastern Alpine Area: studied sites 



Amphorae in the Eastern Alpine Area: some studied sites 

Magdalensberg Aguntum Iulium Carnicum 

Gurina Teurnia Emona 



The Roman military camp of Dangstetten ~ 15-8/7 BC 



Amphorae in the Eastern Alpine Area 

(first imports of mediterranean pro- 

ducts) 

analyzed sites 

Importent mountain passes 

Igeler column 



Alpine campaigns under Augustus 



D(is) M(anibus) / L(uci) Luperci Excessi(?) VIvir(i) Aug(ustalis) / civit(ate) 

Helvetiorum negoti/atoris vestiar(ii) Cisalpini et Trans/alpini qui leg(avit) 

colleg(iatis) i(n) m(unicipio) N(ovariensium) HS X[-] n(ummum)  
(Fara Novarese: about 60km west of Milan) 

Professional traders across the Alps: clothing merchant in Fara Novarese 



Amphorae in the Eastern Alpine Area 

everywhere mainly amphorae 

from the Adriatic Sea and the 

eastern Mediterranean 

as a reminder: in Mainz 

and surrounding areas 

mainly amphorae from 

Spain and southern Gaul 



Amphorae in the Eastern Alpine Area 

 
everywhere more or less more 

amphorae for wine than for oil 

as a reminder: in Mainz 

and surrounding areas 

mainly amphorae for oil, 

hardly for olives 



Olives in the Eastern Alpine Area: imports from the Picenum in pots? 

Magdalensberg Aguntum 

Bliesbruck (F) 



Typical amphorae for olive oil and wine on the Rhine and in the Eastern 

Alpine Area 

baetican amphorae for olive oil 

gaulish amphorae for wine adriatic amphorae for wine 

adriatic amphorae for olive oil 



Amphorae in the Eastern Alpine Area 

everywhere mainly amphorae 

from the Adriatic Sea and the 

eastern Mediterranean 

as a reminder: in Mainz 

and surrounding areas 

mainly amphorae from 

Spain and southern Gaul 



Iberian products in the Eastern Alpine Area: selective product choice 

and a matter of location 

Oil amphorae in Iuvavum: 

- Furtwänglerpark 1987 

- Universität 1971 

- Domgarage 2003 

- Kapitelhaus 1989 

- Goldener Hirsch 1991 

- Lieferung, Villa 1952 



Baetican Guadalquivir Valley: 100 potteries for oil and olive amphorae 

amphorae for olive oil amphorae for olives 



Baetican oil amphorae in early contexts in the Eastern Alpine Area only in 

Iuvavum 



Roman amphorae: 

An example of an ancient global economy or of economic regions? 


