Cinema, Controversy, Censorship
Lecture 1: Theories and Concepts
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Structure of the lectures



Cinema, controversy, censorship

Lecture 1: Theories and concepts

Lecture 2: Cinema Censorship I: USA and Hollywood pictures around
the world

Lecture 3: Cinema Censorship Il: varieties of control, censorship,
discipline, surveillance

Lecture 4: Researching Film and Cinema Controversy |: traditions,
methods, levels

Lecture 5: Researching Film and Cinema Controversy II: case risqué/sex
cinema



Theories and concepts as tools
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1. What is cinema?



Film/Cinema
materiality




Film/Cinema
‘movie’, imaginary dimension




Film/Cinema
building, place




Film/Cinema
building, space

LECTURE 5




Film/Cinema
building, social geography




Film/Cinema
industry, political economy




Film/Cinema
industry, practices



Film/Cinema
industry, materiality




Film/Cinema
industry, labour




Film/Cinema
experience place/space




Film/Cinema
filmic experience




Film/Cinema
cinematic experience




Film/Cinema
memories




Film/Cinema
imaginative dimension, the
‘cinematic’ in everyday life
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2. What is (a) controversy?



Controversy/Consensus

»




Social problem

consensus ---—-—--—------——-- controversy



Arthur
Jensen

Consensus
and Controversy

Edited by
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Anthony
Giddens |

Consensus
and Controversy

Edited by Jon Clark,
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Media & controversy

* Media & social problem:
* detection,
 definition,
» debate/discussion,
* stimulate action and outcome
= platform and mediator of social debate



Solution social problem Social problem

consensus =" —— controversy
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Liberal-pluralist position: controversy is part of a rational consensus-
seeking process for solving social problems in society



Media & controversy

If journalism is good, it is controversial, by its nature.
Julian Assange




Media & controversy

Sphere of Consensus
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Media & controversy: Critical perspective

Controversy may rage as long as it adheres to the

presuppositions that define the consensus of elites, and ~Noam

it should furthermore be encouraged within these Choemsk y
bounds, thus helping to establish these doctrines as the |
very condition of thinkable thought while reinforcing the Neccessary

[llusions

belief that freedom reigns.
Noam Chomsky




Liberal-pluralist position: controversy is part of a rational consensus-seeking process for solving
social problems in society

Critical position:
Controversy stays within elite consensus

In a commercial environment media are not interested in the social problem, but use
controversy as a strategy to attract audience’s attention

Controversy is linked to deviant, dangerous, transgressive behavior and as a threat

Coverage/framing of deviant events/qgroups:
- Irrational
- Highly emotionally charged
- Morally polarized
- Amplification

- E.g. Media scandal
- Moral panic
- Media panic



Scandal

J.B. Thompson:

“actions, events or circumstances which have the following -
charactistics: Political Scandal

POWER AND VISIBILITY IN THE MEDIA AGE

* “transgression of certain values, norms or moral codes”
* “an element of secrecy or concealment... by individuals”

* “some non-participants disapprove of the actions or
events and may be offended by the transgression”

* “disapproval by publicly denouncing the actions or events”

e “disclosure and condemnation ... may damage the
reputation of the inviduals responsible” John B. Thompson
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OCTOBER 7 2018, 12:01AM, THE SUNDAY TIMES

Cristiano Ronaldo: notes on a
scandal

DAVID WALSH, CHIEF SPORTS WRITER

The world’s richest footballer has embraced fame but rape claim has
brought him global notoriety. With sponsors jittery, can he save his
reputation?
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Moral panic

Stanley Cohen, Folk Devils and Moral Panics (1972)

“A condition, episode, person or group of persons
emerges to become defined as a threat to societal
values and interests; its nature is presented in a
stylized and stereotypical fashion by the mass
media; the moral barricades are manned by editors,
bishops, politicians and other right-thinking people;
socially accredited experts pronounce their
diagnoses and solutions; ways of coping are evolved
or (more often) resorted to; the condition then
disappears, submerges or deteriorates and becomes
more visible.”




Public definition

of crime
C'/’;::::> Consequences of
selective knowledge

[ MORAL PANIC about crime: fear, DEVIAMNT ACT

Law al‘]d order less talerance, calls
campaign for erackdowns, etc.

Deviancy amplification

Targeting of news, public Crime
concern and crime control As defined by
agencies on particular aspects crime control agencies

of deviance. Perceived and
real increases in deviance

Operation of
i news values
Crime as news Selective practices

Selective portrayal of news-making
of crime in the media ﬁ:ﬁﬂ




Moral panic...
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IVAN AT THE GATES! - ARMED CONFLICT ]
AND THE MORAL PANIC IN POLAD

Marek Bn-dzim;" and Pawel Kocon®

"The General Eosciuszke University of Land Forces, T
“Uhniversity of Ecomomics, Katewice

Abstract. The aathors descnbe the issue of moral panic i the
conflict in Ukraine and the way it is reflected in the behavior, opini
and beliefs of the respondents. The notion is described throuwgh
moral pamic feamres, enomerated by Erch Goede and Wachman
concems, disproportionality and volatlity. Such approach allows to
dzta on people’s reaction in the face of the potential threat the
probable. The authors azk what implications moral panic brings
county neighboring the area of the conflict

Kevwords: conflict in Ukraine, hybrid war, moral panic, safety of P
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1. Introduction

At the very start of considenng the noton of morz]l pan
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European spaces and the Roma:
Denaturalizing the naturalized in
online reader comments

Theresa Catalano, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Grace E. Fielder, University of Arizona

Cormesponding author — Theresa Catalano, Department of Teaching, Learning and Teachs
University of Mebraska-Lincoln, 128 Henzlik Lincoln, NE 68588, USA; email tratzlanozg

Abstract

With the entry of several Eastern European nations into the Europ
(EU}, a “third" space has developed in the discourse for nations
as not fully integrated “inside™ the EU system. This article invest
construction of this “third space™ in the resultant “moral panic™ GlObaI
desired immigration from other EU countries and its potential dr

social services of the United Kingdom and links it to Euroskeptic ISlamophODia
in British media. The article uses construal operations from cog 3

guistics combined with critical discourse studies as a way of dena MUS“mS and MOfal
the discourse in online comments that focus on the Bulgarian/] Panic in the West
immigration issue which we then connect to anti-Roma discours

reveal a view of the United Eingdom as contaminated by Roma a

score the need for novel metaphors to be countered before they P ‘
trenched and used as tools for political propaganda. _ M ra: % I. and Seo t Poyn

Keywords: Brexit, immigration, metaphor/metonymy, online
Roma, United Kingdom

Introduction

The construction of a European identity in the 215t century
particularly complex given the recent entry of several Eas

pean (i.e. former Communist) countries into the European U
Burlearia and Bamanias im 20a™ and Croatis in o1 Thic




Media panic

“In some cases, debate of a new medium brings about ... heated,
emotional reactions: in that case we have to do with what may be
defined as a media panic. It may be considered a specification of the
wider concept of moral panic, and it has some basic characteristics: the
media is both instigator and purveyor of the discussion; the discussion is
highly emotionally charged and morally polarised (the medium is either
"good" or "bad") with the negative pole being the most visible in most
cases; the discussion is an adult discussion that primarily focuses on
children and young; the proponents often have professional stakes in the
subject under discussion as teachers, librarians, cultural critics or
academic scholars.” (Kirsten Drotner)
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The Novel-Reading Panic in 18th-
Century in England: An Outline of an
Early Moral Media Panic

Ana Vogrinéié”
SUMMARY

The articls explores the unfavourabls reaction to the popularization of novel-
reading in 18%-cenmry England in order to show that the outraged oppocition
to this leizure praxis could be undersiood in tevmz of the contemporary socio-
logical concspr — “moral panic’ — thereby revealing novel-reading as an early
versien of popular media culture. After outlining the culural context af 18-
century England as well as the main characteriztics af itz movels, the paper
dizcerns the anxistias, arizing from the pazsion for fiction, and lays out the ar-
gumentation supporting the fear of reading a: was advocated by the moral
heralds of the time. The analysis reveals thar the oppositional reaction o
novel-reading indeed encompaszed all the kev comsztitutive elemenis of the
proper moral pamic phenomsnon. Maintaining a dialogue berween 18%-cen-
tury and the prezent, the essay concludes by drawing analegiez with contem-
porary reactions fo television viewing, linking the worried response io the
spread of novels with another relared notion, the media panic, thuz showing
that what came to be seen as a feature of the modern (20% and 21 century)
mazs media culture has i fact a much longer history.

Eljufne rijefi: moral panic, novels, famale readars, 18" -century Fnpland media
pamic

* Ana Voerinfif, assistant lacturer, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Depart-
ment of Sociology, Askerdeva 2, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia, E-mail: anavogmincicid
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Celture > Film > Features
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Film censorship: How moral panic led
to a mass ban of 'video nasties’

Hollywood held back its biggest titles, and so an unregulated rental market was flooded with cheap imports a

Laurence Phelan | Sunday 13 July 2014 00:00 | 0 comme: o O @ m .

Archer
case

girl IS
fined

on vice

SEIZE :
THE VIDEO
NASTIES!

charge

MNurilations of bodies. Cannibalism Gang rape. That 1= what a video nasty iz.” So
said Graham Bright. the Conzervative MP who introduced the Private Member's
Bill that was passed a2 the Video Recordines Act (VRA). 30 vears ago vesterdav.



Teaching Us to Fear
The Violent Video Game Moral Panic and

the Politics of Game Research
»

PATRICKE M. MARKEY AND CHRISTOPHER |J. FERGUSON

In this excerpt from their new book, Moral Combaf: Why the War on Violent
Video Games Is Wrong (BenBella Books, 2017), the authors present an argu-
ment in defense of video games while dispelling the myth that such games
lead to real-world violence. The authors define and examine moral panics
and provide guidelines for identifying and understanding this phenomenon.
They focus in particular on how the moral panic around video games has
affected scientific research on games. Key words: gaming, moral panic, video
game research; video games, video game violence;



Case: Reality TV/Big Brother










Moral panic...

state institutions

-~ e.g. justice media
‘:ih,__,_____ __ regulator media -

o s b e S
church leaders aditors, journalists,...
Y 55 i -
—_— T R T I __\_\_‘_‘—\—\_\__ _
politicians media
e s _ _____---—“‘_;
i i B opinion
intellectuals - ieaders
x________ e
- =

{(media) event



3. What is censorship?






Seated in the Beverly Boulevard projection room (circa 1957) are Production Code staff
members Al Van Schmus and Harry Zehner (front row); Milton Hodenfield, PCA Direc-
tor Geoff Shurlock, and Morris Murphy (second row); Eugene Dougherty, Jack Vizzard,
and M.A.J. Healy (back row). Laura Greenhouse (seated at the desk) charted the num-
ber of kisses and killings, lawyers and doctors, bedroom scenes and mental diseases in

the three features she screened each day.



Censorship |

. Rﬁgulﬁ’gory intervention by political authorities (mostly the state and the
churc

* Pre-censorship, e.g. licensing, control of media material before ‘publication’
* Post-censorship, e.g. hindering dissemination and reception after ‘publication’

* Censorship= concrete set of measures from an authority (cf. censorial
institution/person) to hinder/control:

* Production (e.g. ban, or change of content/form)
 Distribution

* Exhibition

* Reception

TEXT 3 MULLER



Censorship: restricted vs. extended

REGULATORY CENSORSHIP CONSTITUTIVE CENSORSHIP

* Authority/sovereignty * Various powers

* Censor — censored * Repression & resistance

* Power - subject * Non-institutionalized forces
* Institutionalized e Top-down & Bottom-up

* Top down * Possibility of productivity

* Repression * Process of negotiation

* Negative

TEXT 3 MULLER



Censorship Pyramid

nttps/ fadkileaks arg [Transeript-Mesting - Assang e-Schmide

‘N Physical Attack
2 — Murder,
a Political Attack —
o Arrest, Extradition,
..‘; Persecution
I Legal Attack - Lawsuit, Cease
; and Desist, Fiscal Damages
Fear of Danger ~ Self Censorship from
Fear of Physical, Political, or Legal Attack

Fear of Potential Loss - Self Censorship from Fear of
Lost Promotions, Lost Business Deals

Lack of Access — Illiteracy, No Communication Systems (Oral,
Print, Electronic), No Profitable Industry to Provide Access

< Quantity of Censorship 2>

57



CULTURE AND MEDIA

Belgian blow-job scene too hot for
Netflix

The movie ‘Girl’ is a hit in Belgium, but also in the US. The film
will soon be distributed via Netflix, but in a special cleaned up
cut suitable for the more prudish US market.

P roducer Dirk Impens is keen to stress that only two, maybe three and at
most four scenes, will have to be changed to suit American

sensitivities. Talks on what exactly will have to be changed are underway with

Netflix. Some here have called this American censorship! Itis believed a

scene involving a blow job or oral sex and a second scene in which

actor Victor Polster appears nude are most at issue.

¢ [ 3 €
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Cudture > TV & Radio > News

Netflix removes chromosome
explanation of sexes from Bill Nye the
Science Guy

It seemed to stand at odds with his new Netflix show

Christopher Hooton | @ichristophbooton | Thursday & May 2017 0909 | 27 comments

. Oickto folow
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cheek: Rubens nudes fall foul
of Facebook censors

Flanders tourist board chides firm for removing ads featuring the
Flemish master’s works

A A5 not seen on Facebook: Dets nleda snd the S 1 Peter Paul Rubers. Photogray

Rubens nudes have entranced those visiting the world’s great art galleries for
some 400 years. Contemporaries on whom the Flemish master is said to
have had a profound impact include Van Dyck and Rembrandt ... but none of
this has passed muster with Facebook’s censors.

In a move that has prompted a semi-playful complaint to the company’s
chief executive, Mark Zuckerberg, it has taken down a series of promotions
on social media for the Belgian region of Flanders because they feature

virmelrn hve bl Aavdind Facmmcin far hin Davamiss mnismbimens af crnliimbasmcem siomevmme

BREITLING

BREITLING BOUTIQUE
FARZSXA )
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Tt'sridiculous. It's Picasso': Facebook reviewing
anti-nudity policy after blocking Montreal

museum ad

f v ¥ in

Monzreal's fine arts museum complained after Facebook blocked ads featuring cubist
nude paintings

CBC News - Pasted: Aug 02, 2018 12 PM ET | Last Updated: August 2

Facebook Initally objeced to an ad for the exhibit From Africa to the Americas: Face-to-Face Picasso, Past and
Presens, which runs to Sept. 16 a2 the Mantreal Museum of Fine Arts. (Matt D'amours/CB0)

154 comments @

Sacial media giant Facebook is réviewing its nudity policy after the Montreal Museurn of Fine Arts
complaaned the site kept blocking its ads for a Picasso exhibic.

The musewm initially used an image of the arist's 1956 painting Femmes 3 i3 todiette — a cubist
work that features two naked women — 10 advertise an ongoing show called From Alrics Lo the
Americas: Face-Lo-Face Picasso, Past and Present.

 Leaked Facebook documents show types of content it allows. says report

But when the museuwm tried 1o drculste the ad on Facebook, it was rejected because of the site's
anti-nudity policy.

"It was funey for us, you know, like unbelievable,” Pascale Chassé, a museusm spokesperson, told
CBC Montreal's Daybreak
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EUROPE

Turkey Blocks YouTube and, Briefly, Twitter Over Hostage Photo

By TIM ARANGO APRIL 6, 2015

ISTANBUL — As a hostage crisis at the central

Email . o

courthouse gripped this city last week, a
_ photograph coursing through social media

i share conveyed the situation more concisely than any
words: a beret-wearing militant, face obscured

W Tweet by a red scarf, holding a gun to the head of a
well-known prosecutor.

@ Ssave

After an evening raid by Turkish special forces
A More ended with gunfire, leaving two militants and
the hostage dead, the debate that ensued was not

FAR FROM THE over the wisdom of the raid but over the
MADDING CROWD

publication of the photograph.

MAY 1
Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu called the
outlets that circulated the photograph “tools of . . A, ) u
- » . . ~ N ] s ’ i
terrorist propaganda.” The day after the crisis, @ [ d T
The funeral for the prosecutor Mehmet Selim Kiraz was off limits for Turkish newspapers that

reporters representing Turkish newspapers that e 1
ran a photo of him in captivity.

had published the photograph were barred from
covering the prosecutor’s funeral in Istanbul.

On Monday, the Turkish authorities went further: An Istanbul court issued
a ruling blocking Twitter and YouTube, which the semiofficial Anadolu

= B -

WORLD
Witnesses Describe Milan
Court Shooting





http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Internet_blackholes.svg

T N NEWS FEATURES ABOUT US CONTACT US PRIVACY POLICY TERMS OF SERVICE

The Most Important Scene Is Missing From
The James Foley Beheading Video... Why Did
ISIS Censor Itself?

421 T T T BT



http://topinfopost.com/2014/09/02/the-most-important-scene-is-missing-from-the-james-foley-beheading-video-why-did-isis-censor-itself

Final thoughts



Controversy / Censorship

e Similarities:
* Multifaceted concepts
* Boundaries of social values: what can be shown, what not?
Transgression
Shifts, changes over time & place
Continuity

* Difference
* Controversy: towards and over the boundaries?
* Censorship: restricting the boundaries?









