
Lecture 5: Researching Film and Cinema Controversy II: 
case: the emergence of the erotic/risqué cinema
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1. SEXUAL INDUSTRY, CINEMA, TRANSGRESSION
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Cuttings by the Belgian Board of Film Control: reasons to cut (1921-1994) 
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2. CASE RISQUE CINEMA LEOPOLD IN GHENT, BELGIUM
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Cinema Leopold (1919-81)
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°1915 - °1959

1930s

4 ♂ 1 ♀

1940s

13 ♂ 12 ♀

1950s

11 ♂ 9 ♀

1960s

4 ♀ 2 ♀

1970s

2 ♂ 3 ♀

1 Capitole
2 Majestic
3 Vooruit
4 Eldorado / Savoy
5 Leopold
6 Decascoop / Kinepolis / Select
7 Rex
8 Plaza
9 Century

10 Novy



PLACE    I















1979







SPACE   II



“Leopold was a sex cinema. There were military 
baracks. And I think that people who were unemployed
went there in the afternoon. We even didn’t dare to go 
there, we didn’t even go to watch the pictures and
posters. Because one could be seen there…” (VDG, 
female, 1943)

“What if other people would have seen us there..? 
They’d think that we weren’t decent people. I didn’t
dare to go to Cinema Leopold.” (JD, male, 1932)

Attraction – reputation - courage



“Cinema Leopold was a real monument in the city. It 
was funny to experience the atmosphere there. It was 
always very crowdy. People saw things there that
they’d never seen before.” (GVV, male, 1936)

“There was an attraction to it. Everybody once went to
Leopold. The older guys at school went together to see 
a glimpse of a naked woman and to laugh. The 
cinema’s reputation was therefore a bit wrong because 
in fact originally it was a normal cinema.” (SM, male, 
1945)

Unicity – curiosity – humour  











PROGRAMMING    III





1945 – 1947  



1948

e.g. cheap US B-movies on venereal diseases, 

drugs use; e.g. Devil’s harvest, 1942, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAhv4QvueoA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAhv4QvueoA




1949 – 1951



1952 – 1954 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PChiN

NUalI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

_PChiNNUalI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_PChiNNUalI




Programming



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oeuvvjh

4rJE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oeuvvjh4rJE
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AUDIENCE   IV





“Everybody has once gone to cinema Leopold. The 
cinema had a bad reputation, but in fact in the 
beginning it was a quite respectable venue.” (SM, male, 
1935)

“The public image of cinema? This was quite OK, except
when Leopold started to show sex films.” (JML, female, 
1919)

Lost respectability







Hugo Claus

Louis Paul Boon



INSTITUTIONS   V















Self-censorship and the ping-pong viewing experience

“I remember having been once in Cinema Leopold, and 
and I couldn’t stand it. They had cut the movie, and the
had retouched the images on the women’s nipples and 
other places. I only saw black flashes, and when they
moved the black buttons moved around like ping pong
balls. At the end I had an headache.” (KP, male, 1937)



Controversies … control … tactics

“Yes, I’ve been in Cinema Leopold… because I worked at 
the Gent vice squad. We were very severe. In some
cases the prosecutor came and seized the movie and 
even the whole film equipment. Cinema Leopold lost its
equipment, and what happened then? Bonneville was 
the first to buy the material when it was sold again.” 
(JD, male, 1935)



3. DISCUSSION





Děkuji !



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSx6o8YLJJk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSx6o8YLJJk

