
THE MIDDLE BRONZE AGE IN THE 

NEAR EAST

MB II IN PALESTINE





MBA  = 2000–1550 BC
PERIOD OF MIGHTY 
CANAANITE STATES

MBA II A  2000-1750
MBA II B  1750-1550



CORRELATION WITH EGYPT

PALESTINE MB I 

= 

THE MIDDLE KINDGOM  (XII DYN.) ca. 1991-1786

PALESTINE MB II

=

THE SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

(XIII-XV DYN.) 

AND HYKSOS DOMINATION IN EGYPT (XV-XVII DYN.)



Middle Bronze II in Levant 

 MB II – 1750-1550

 The Second Intermediate Period 
HYKSOS domination in Egypt



EGYPT: SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD

HYKSOS KINGS IN THE NILE DELTA 
(LOWER EGYPT) = XV DYNASTY

Hyksos – term used by a Greek 
historian Manetho for A DYNASTY OF 
foreign rulers in Egypt

-Scarabs with names of XV Dynasty in 
Palestine, mostly Tell Ajjul
-Capital city of Hyksos – Avaris founded 
around 1700

End of Hyksos kings:
Hyksos expelled from Egypt by the kinf 
of XVIII Dynasty



SYNCHRONISMS WITH MESOPOTAMIA

HAZOR mentioned in Mari sources as important 
trade centre

– establishment of Hazor should not postdate 
Mari archives
- Mari destroyed by Hammurabi around 1756 





PLAN OF MEGIDDO AT THE BEGINNING OF MB II



MBA II FORTIFICATION SYSTEMS:

RAMPARTS





NEW CITY GATE TYPES 
POPULARIZED IN MB IIB



TEL DAN MB II CITY GATE





TEMPLES: 

„HIGH PLACE” AND CULTIC STRUCTUTES FROM NAHARIYA AND 

MEGIDDO IN MB IIA



CULTIC PLATFORM  FROM EBA 

IN MEGIDDO

CULTIC PRECINCT IN 
MBA IIA CITY OF 
MEGIDDO



VOTIVES FROM NAHARIYA



VOTIVES FROM NAHARIYA 
OPEN AIR CULT  PLACE



MB II 
TEMPLES





ABYDOS WARE typical of MB IIA 



TELL EL-YEHUDIYE WARE typical of 
MB II B-C



MB IIA-B 
WEAPON 
TYPES



NEW SWORD TYPE INTRODUCED IN MB II



A FRESCO FROM THE EGYPTIAN TOMB IN BENI HASSAN –

TRAVELLING ASIATIC METALSMITHS (1890 BC)






