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Bergson > Proust > Deleuze 
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‘The pure present is an ungraspable advance of the 
past devouring the future. All sensation is 

already memory.’ 
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New considerations 

• The title song of a film 

• The narrative position of a film which reinforces its pivotal function 

• The congruence or lack of congruence with the period in which the 

film is set 

• Extreme repetition of a musical motif 
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My films 
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La chambre claire (1980) 
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‘Unheard melodies’ 
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Subjective v objective 
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‘Momentous’ 

Of a thing or an event: of moment; of great weight, consequence, or 

importance. 

1874   J. R. GREEN Short Hist. Eng. People vi. 6. 325   The ten years which 

follow the fall of Wolsey are among the most momentous in our history. 

 

Having motive force. Obsolete. 

1652   L. S. Natures Dowrie X. 18   In such particulars…as are not momentous to 

the impairing of the publick welfare. 
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Oxford English Dictionary 
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Conrich and Tincknell 
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Repetition and ‘infolding’ 

Moments of difference in repetition work as impulses for 

transforming context, jostling with those of identification 

and recognition. This is suggestive of a listening experience 

in which one hears and absorbs something that changes 

sonic orientations and performance toward the future. One 

listens for difference that has the potential to reshape what 

one hears. This differentiation infolds and/or extends 

outward to transform the context in which it occurs. By 

‘infolding’ I mean the redoubling or folding back of 

experience in a self-referencing exchange that preserves 

difference.  
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Marianne Kielian-Gilbert, ‘Listening in Film: Music/Film Temporality, Materiality, and Memory’, The Oxford Handbook 
of Film Music Studies (2013), 500-525. 
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The crystal-song is unusual 

• Repeated 

• Diegetic 

• Referred to in the dialogue 

• Sung in its entirety 

• Performed 
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The title song: American Honey 
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Andrea Arnold, 2016 
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American Honey (Andrea Arnold, 2016) 
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Realist road movie 

The film is based on the country song 

‘American Honey’ by Lady Antebellum. The 

film follows Star, a teenage girl from a troubled 

home, who runs away with a traveling sales 

crew who drive across the American Midwest 

selling magazine subscriptions door to door.  
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A realist musical? 
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The title song 
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Lady Antebellum (2010) 

The song's female narrator states a desire to escape her adult lifestyle 

and return to her childhood, which is described in the lyrics as 

‘American honey’.  
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The song 
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Andrea Arnold on the song 
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The ‘American Honey’ sequence 
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The Rihanna sequence 
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The Rihanna sequence 
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Emotion 
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The final sequence 
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‘God’s Whisper’ 
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‘American Honey’ lyrics 

There's a wild, wild whisper 
Blowin' in the wind 
Callin' out my name 
Like a long lost friend 
Oh, I miss those days 
As the years go by 
Oh, nothin' sweeter than summertime 
And American honey 
 

Get caught in the race of this crazy life 
Tryin' to be everything 
Can make you lose your mind 
I just wanna go back in time 
To American honey 
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There's a wild, wild whisper 
Blowin' in the wind 
Callin' out my name 
Like a long lost friend 
Oh, I miss those days 
As the years go by 
Oh, nothin' sweeter than summertime 
And American honey 
 

Gone for so long now 
I gotta get back to her somehow 
To American honey 
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‘American Honey’ lyrics 

She grew up on the side of the road 

Where the church bells ring 

And strong love grows 

She grew up good 

She grew up slow 

Like American honey 
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The bell tower in Hitchcock’s Vertigo 
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Fitting in? 
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‘God’s Whisper’ lyrics 

I won't compromise 

I won't live a life 

On my knees 

You think I am nothing 

I am nothing 

You've got something coming 

Something coming because 

I hear God's whisper 

Calling my name 

It's in the wind 

I am the savior 
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The title song: Beautiful Boy 
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 Felix Van Groeningen, 2018 
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Teenager Nicolas Sheff (Timothée 

Chalamet) seems to have it all with good 

grades and being an actor, artist, athlete and 

editor of the school newspaper. When Nic's 

addiction to meth threatens to destroy him, 

his father (Steve Carell) does whatever he 

can to save his son and family. 
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Drama 
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‘The worst soundtrack in years’ 

Tuesday, 15 October 2019 33 



Studies 
In 
French 
Cinema 

‘Beautiful Boy’ 
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‘Beautiful Boy’ 

Close your eyes 

Have no fear 

The monster’s gone 

He’s on the run and your daddy’s here  
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1980 
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The song that the characters talk about:  
Lady Bird 
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Greta Gerwig, 2017 
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Lady Bird 
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Coming of age comedy drama 

Marion McPherson, a nurse, works 

tirelessly to keep her family afloat after her 

husband loses his job. She also maintains a 

turbulent bond with a teenage daughter 

who is just like her: loving, strong-willed 

and deeply opinionated. 
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The ‘Crash into Me’ sequence 
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The talked-about song 
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‘Crash into Me’ (Dave Matthews Band, 1996) 

‘Crash Into Me’ is a song by American 

rock group Dave Matthews Band. It 

was released in December 1996 as the 

third single from their second 

album, Crash. It reached number 7 

on the US Billboard Modern Rock 

Tracks chart in March 1997. The song 

was nominated for Best Rock 

Performance by a Duo or Group with 

Vocals at the 1998 Grammy Awards. 
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‘Crash into Me’ 
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Zack Sharf, Indiewire 
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‘Crash into Me’ 
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John McDermott, MelMagazine 
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‘Crash into Me’ 
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Clayton Purdom, AVClub 
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‘Crash into Me’ 
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Amanda Petrusich, The New Yorker, November 7, 2017  
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‘Crash into Me’ 
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Clayton Purdom, AVClub 
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‘Crash into Me’ 
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Amanda Petrusich, The New Yorker, November 7, 2017  
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The anachronic song: Call Me by Your Name 
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Luca Guadagnino, 2017 
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Call Me by Your Name 

It's the summer of 1983, and precocious 

17-year-old Elio Perlman is spending the 

days with his family at their 17th-century 

villa in Lombardy, Italy. He soon meets 

Oliver, a handsome doctoral student who's 

working as an intern for Elio's father. 

Amid the sun-drenched splendor of their 

surroundings, Elio and Oliver discover the 

heady beauty of awakening desire over the 

course of a summer that will alter their 

lives forever. 
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Elio and Oliver 
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‘Futile Devices’ 

Tuesday, 15 October 2019 49 

1:03:41-1:06:14 
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Pop songs 

Tuesday, 15 October 2019 50 

TITLE YEAR COMPOSER(S) SINGER(S)) 

M.A.Y. in the Backyard 1984 Ryuichi Sakamoto Sakamoto 

J'adore Venise 1982 Ivano Fossati Loredana Bertè 

Paris Latino 1983 Carlos Perez, José Perez Bandolero 

Lady Lady Lady 1985 Giorgio Moroder, Keith Forsey Moroder, Joe Esposito 

Love My Way 1982 
John Ashton, Tim Butler, 
Richard Butler, Vince Ely 

The Psychedelic Furs 

Germination 1983 Ryuichi Sakamoto Ryuichi Sakamoto 

Words 1981 
Martin Kupersmith, Louis S. 
Yaguda, Robert Fitoussi 

F. R. David 

Radio Varsavia 1982 Franco Battiato, Giusto Pio Battiato 
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‘Futile Devices’ 
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2010 
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‘Mystery of Love’ 

‘Like Hephaestion who died/Alexander’s lover/Now my riverbed has dried/Shall I 

find no other?’ 
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‘Visions of Gideon’ 

‘I have loved you for the last time /And I have kissed you for the last time’ 
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'Futile Devices’ 

I would say I love you/But saying it out loud is hard/[…]Words are futile 

devices’ 
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Celluloid 
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NYFF 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCJquKusENs (34:56-46:00) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCJquKusENs
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The Sad Young Man and the moment of transition 

Twilight […] connotes sadness […] ; it is also a period of transition, 

which here is not so much that of childhood to adulthood as between 

straight and gay worlds. The idea of a ‘half-world’ suggests both being in 

between the sexes and also not being a self-sufficient world […] The sad 

young man allows for an expression of the experience of libidinal fluidity 

while offering the reassurance that it will not last. 
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Richard Dyer, ‘Coming out as going in: the image of the homosexual as a sad young man’, 
The Matter of Images (1993), pp. 86, 88. 

[photo: Sal Mineo and James Dean in Rebel Without a Cause] 
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The song without words: La La Land 
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Damian Chazelle, 2016 
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« Entertainment and Utopia » 

‘Entertainment does not […] present models of utopian worlds […]. It 

presents […] what utopia would feel like rather than how it would be 

organized.’ 
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In Only Entertainment, 2002, p.20. 
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The crystal-song in the musical 

• crystal-songs can function in the musical 

• cumulative repetition of a performed number can be a feature of the crystal-

song 

• the crystal-song does not have to be a song with lyrics 
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Barthes 
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Musician Sebastian (Ryan Gosling) and 

aspiring actress Mia (Emma Stone) are 

drawn together by their common desire to 

do what they love. But as success mounts 

they are faced with decisions that begin to 

fray the fragile fabric of their love affair, and 

the dreams they worked so hard to maintain 

in each other threaten to rip them apart. 
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‘City of Stars’ 
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Sequence 1: the failed meeting 
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The crystal 
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Two variant perceptions of the same event 

S1: Future 

(Fail to meet–but will) 

Mia||Seb (her POV) 

Seb||Mia (his POV) 
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Sequence 2: the successful meeting 
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From the restaurant to the cinema 
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The crystal 
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From boring boyfriend dinner to Seb and cinema 

S1: Future 

(Fail to meet–but will) 

Mia||Seb (her POV) 

Seb||Mia (his POV) 

 

S2: Present 

(Meet) 

Mia||Seb (dinner)  

Seb + Mia 

(cinema/planetarium) 
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Sequence 2: the successful meeting 
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The planetarium 
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Sequence 3: the ‘could-have-been’ 
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Sequence 3: the ‘could-have-been’ 
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The crystal 
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The togetherness that could have been to the present apart 

S1: Future 

(Fail to meet–but will) 

Mia||Seb (her POV) 

Seb||Mia (his POV) 

S2: Present 

(Meet) 

Mia||Seb (dinner)  

Seb + Mia 

(cinema/planetarium) 

 S3: Perfect Conditional 

(‘Could-have-been’) 

Mia||Seb 

Seb + Mia 

Mia||Seb 
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Final minutes 
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Transition from the perfect conditional to the nostalgic present 
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Intertexts 
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Casablanca (1942) and Les Parapluies de Cherbourg (1964) 
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Intertexts 
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Casablanca (1942) 
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Intertexts 
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The crystal 
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sheets of time 

Casablanca and ‘As 

Time Goes By’ 

(1931/1942) 

Les Parapluies de 

Cherbourg 

(1964) 

La La Land 

(2016) 
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Leitmotif v crystal-song 
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Diachronic/Synchronic 
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Conclusion 

Tuesday, 15 October 2019 78 
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Infolding/Outfolding 
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Immersed/Emersed 
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