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The ancient Chinese drew pictures of things they saw around them. These pic-
tures were simplified over time and given a square shape to make them easier to
write. Eventually these pictures evolved into the kanji we use today. The shape of
each kanji, therefore, is related to its original meaning.

Look at the following picture.

Guess the meanings of the kanji characters below.

1.1l 2. ] 3. 1/ 4. K 5. B 6. B

7. A 8. 7 0.8 10.F§



Lesson 1

These kanji characters were made from very primitive picture as follows. Usu-
ally each kanji has least two ways of being read; the so-called "KUN YOMI (=KUN,
Japanese reading)” and “ON YOMI (=ON, Chinese reading)” .

Picture —_— Kanji “KUN” “ON” Meaning

% () reading is rarely used.

When a single kanji is used as a word, we usually read it by its “KUN YOMI
(=KUN, Japanese reading)’, which gives its meaning. When one kanji is used to-
gether with another to make a word, we often read them by their “ON YOMI (=ON,
Chinese reading)” . Generally speaking, however, the way of reading a kanji should be

decided according to each individual word.




Lesson 1

) e BB T RO X IZARF (Basic Kanji)

$0)1J‘§f]‘t (Writing Kanjl) casasoesan soslscaszavssooncnns e asesevanan sy e
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Write from left to right.  ——

) Draw strokes from the top to the bottom as follows. .

—-— 2
e ]

€ 3: There are three basic ways to end a stroke.

(1) Stop (2) Stretch (3) Hook



Lesson 1
[ @z | W [<r&a 33 (2<73)|
1 sun v/ =F/=
day A () (4)
B (1) the sun, day H BEE (125 L 9 -1 Sunday
3 H (&~ %) the 3rd day, three days B Zli(l: (34125 -1ZA) Japan
2 moon D 7y
month Vi (4)
ﬁ (- *) the moon, month 1 G ‘o)ﬁ‘ﬁ (1¥->) one month
B BE B (1F>-& 5+ 1) Monday 1 B (\&5-%%2) January
8 tree x x7
(£2) (4)
AL
7]((‘5) tree 7]{5&5 (% { &9 U) Thursday
7]{7N' (%-U ) Japanese surname _‘:]:7]{( ¥ -{X <) civil engineering
4 mountain XF VI
(3)
113 (¥ £) mountain rg‘j‘_‘ 3 (5 U X A) M. Fuji
1 P (% - L #2) Japanese surname KLy (5 X A) voleano




Lesson 1

33 (< 3)|

aE | L& [<r&a

[ b/ bk ()
€))

N (5>4) river NN (- 44) brook, stream
+ 4 L] (#%%) the Nile River
6 rice field 1=/ -1 7V
(5)

I [

LB (X° % - #) Japanese surname
71(83 (v TA) rice field

B3 (72) rice field
H ‘:F' (#=+# %) Japanese surname

v person (/R4 v
= (2)

B Z]:/\ (12134 U A) Japanese (person)
3 A(XA-124) three people

/\(UZ) person
* 1 A (12Y) one person

S mouth {L/-¢t I
3

W]

=

2 (< %) mouth P (T <¢B) exit
A T2(LA-Z9) population

N2 (V) -<¢B) entrance




Lesson 1

| mz | & [<h&a #2033 (#<¥3)|
9 E“‘ vehicle ¥ Yt
‘—__a___ wheel (7)
I EIEIE S
ﬁ(( % %) car, wheel @EE(T’L' L %) train
E éﬁﬁ(t -¥'9-L %) car, automobile 7](_?. (- L ) waterwheel

]P r’l F ,,,,, }31 FT} FF] Fﬁ

Fﬁ ( 3 /C) gate
'%‘ PH (At A) specialty




Lesson 1

2.2 k&N AL®I (Reading Exercises)

1. Write the readings of the following kanji in Hiragana.

LA 2®E 3B 4F] s H 6. A
7. 12 g b o )N 10 H 1 AW
2 LEIA
I. Read the following words and sentences.
|.HEEHB 2. BB 3.KEH 4 BAX
&9 i) L9 (2L
5. % X ") 3 A 15 H —(jﬂo Today is the 15th of March.
6. f) o)/\(i LLJ)]] )f /L/ —(’9“0 That man over there is Mr./Ms. Yamakawa.
7.0 X Al38 ZIKA T, Mr/Ms. Yamakawa is a Japanese.
1IL
8. Z(k) DL [i ﬁ;})dilll _(T o That mountain over there is Mt. Tsukuba.
2L
9. Z DN [i%']?"&)]l C-9, Thisriver is the Tone River.
r ot

10. )” H ff L@%Fﬁ ti v 4 l‘_’_o 2 — 7 — T“ﬂ_o Mr./Ms. Kawada's specialty is

computer science.



Lesson 1

2-3 »ENhALwI (Writing Exercises)

I. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate kanji.

1. tree 2. person 3. mouth 4. the sun
* (R4 {5 )
5. the moon 6. river 7. mountain 8. rice field
ek ZAYe) X £ 7=
9. car 10. gate

(5% LA




Lesson 1

I. Write the appropriate kanji based on the meaning of the word.

13.

16.

19.

22.

. January

[

WwE o Ao

. May

5

A

. September

TA L

Thursday

72

G

population

CA 29

Mr./Ms. Yamada

3

X F

U

A

2. February

HID

%<

10. October

[0

LwI #°

14. Sunday

3. March 4. April

XA B L AR
7. July 8. August

Lt #5o 1t #-o

11. November

12. December

[

12

BE

K5 &9

17. Mt. Tsukuba

20. specialty

Lnivng 45> Lnilc 25>
15. Monday
73
[ - 5
18. M. Fuji
=
g &
XA 3 (o XA

Lk

A HA

23. Mr./Ms. Yamakawa

X

-

A

¥ E b

21. Japanese (person)

ES

Iz

(T4 LA

24. the Tone River

A AR

X no b



