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blue house
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Practice writing horizontally.

N

a 7

mosquito

Practice writing vertically.
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Mot
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s
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Fin)

pale face
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-7 | T
FAUR B

train station
=X
7% ®
e Ny

autumn, fall
. / .

Ty, i

- ?i‘;} % % "{3
s "

machine
% 'l A

; W -

i i iy
o P I o s Y TN
L IR . :
big

#
<
%

Vi s,
air
b
) <
(it) opens
stem
|
N X

{;% |7
memory

7 7 !
NS | AT

each/every station; a local train
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@ READ AND WRITE

g, i,
Nt Mo
here
o N
NI
carp (name of a fish)
. e
V’;j} i s S ﬁ
o H
) 3 X
& L % L voice
a bet pond o . s ™
W§ T
N ? Lo - - - '
73 L I R I I .
i %‘z v % high school*
H * Y e
accounting /3 - = -
H . e . N ; e 5
R .
L % Al airport*
business management* p— N s H
& {
:‘w Ji "a"‘w “7;
Note the pronunciation of the words with asterisks (*). See p. 31 for an explanation. - :

advertisement®




READ AND WRITE

.
,
Wy

e

foreign country; overseas

F 3 o
A B
i K 2’% i
7 ¢
gargling, a gargle
Al % 4
movie*
-+ 3 W
-4 P g
1% %:' Y Y e
£ s Y 19
= Stz o
key meeting
,} w® WE:“

P
S\ C%?f}‘ﬁg

(health) condition

5,
o ey,
MA’
MA%
*
Nuw
%
%
%
%

e
e
e

: T % IR
I 7y
play, drama shadow
|
f— p—.

pM, afternoon

o o
R N —
;;?’ LA
Y\m N .
English*
- N W
5 S e o N e
g . — oy, p—
S
. A %, 3, %
o | T Sl
T RN <‘s R

foreign language

|zo




REVIEW

ing horizontally.

ice wri

Pract

ku

ki

ka

ka

ke

tically.

ing ver

ice wri

Pract

gu

ga
1
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rhinoceros

;;?\

umbrella

(X

X o
a’”‘%
S /

size, dimensions

A x| AT L s o]
® % g 1N
# S egs G 2 gv; o

rabbit candy

+

b ){“

e
)

1o :
- ] N 4 : 5 Y
| H / t
| ‘7 > >IN E v
A A S ¥ o [« S ®

morning glory (name of a flower) tasty, delicious
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AN
E R
right away
Lo~
B R i
Lo, &
S 5 (o
sushi
- Y AN
{ oY) A
watermelon
o : #
e H £~ & B 5,
b A ¥ iF Y Y

amazing, breathtaking

college student*
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gy

there
Ty o
r i
alie
[N g
i 4
A
a3 L

late; slow

¥ g 2
”Li% s 7
- Ol N

rule, regulation

|7

zZ

Z

I\

e
warehouse*
. PR
5 e AN 5 N
H i 2 Ty H %
H % 7% Y
«% 3 w?m ; Fi !&{ 3

busy (of schedule, person)




LONG VOWELS

A
READ AND WRITE

Japanese has both long and short vowel sounds. The words with asterisks ( * ) that you've seen up to
now contain long vowels. Let’s review some of them.

ALY A bHdw

<7229

In the first word, the combination F} + \* produces a long vowel that is pronounced /ke-e/ rather than
/ke-i/, although kei is how the sound is romanized. The second word contains two long vowels: { 5 ,

pronounced /ku-u/, and 2 J , pronounced /ko-o/ (not /ko-u/, even though kou is how we romanize it).
The third word also contains two long vowels: 5 /o-o/ and H'\» /ze-e/, romanized as oo and zei.

. N Long vowels take two beats—twice the duration of ordinary vowels. When pronouncing them, take
- b . ) . )

Ty care not to compress them into short vowels—you could end up with an entirely different word. For

et S example, shujinis “husband,” but shuujin is “prisoner.” The only difference between the two words is how

time difference long the /u/ sound is held. Another example: Okasan means “Mr. Oka,” but okaasan—with the long vowel

/ka-a/—means "mother.” When you want to tell someone that “Mr. Oka is calling,” you wouldn’t want it

X{;“ ,,.v:; : - «ig} to sound like “Your mother is calling.” In short, it's important to make sure long vowels are pronounced
(; ; - — long to avoid misunderstandings.

The examples of Z*\ M4y and < 9 T 9 above illustrate an important principle: the pronuncia-
vacuum cleaner* tion of \ * after a hiragana ending in an /e/ sound (i.e., any of the hiragana in the e column as shown
in the left-hand chart below: Z, I}, 4 etc.) usually becomes /e/, and the pronunciation of 5 after a
hiragana ending in an /o/ sound {i.e., any of the hiragana in the o column as shown in the right-hand
chart below: 5, I, % etc) usually becomes /o/. There are exceptions to these rules, and you must

learn them as the words are introduced.

N 3
p P :

ey
P
wn”

y /f S

pleasantly cool (breeze)

many (people)*

AN 2T
/J &

e

Lm\)\xﬂ—ro*;_‘HSNA\xm,

any of the hiragana in
this column, it is usu-

NS 5 .
,Wgw w,?i} Y ?"’; Y
by o 4 e .
When \* comes after —When 7 comes after
wind

any of the hiragana

in this column, itis

3 ally pronounced as /e/. usually pronounced
M:m: k \\ YP as /o/?, P
&2

|f¥*\)‘9—rd“-;:\s(\(h‘\1(lﬁ'\:




ing horizontally.

ice wri

Pract

SO

gu

se

ku

ga

se

Su

su

ko

shi

sa

Sa

ke

SO

shi

ically.

t

Ice writing ver

Pract

Za

Zu

ze
ZO

ka

ze

Za

9

Za

SO

ki

ka

Z0

ki

su

Zu

shi
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octopus

: painful, sore
s £ -
7=\ A
p— L &
answer

strawberry

; 3 . v L
Yo R U e o Y
f} N Mj} * o b

small
7 o ) ,?éw
4 = | by
% - P o

your home (speaking about somebody else’s) here and there

L=
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¥ S
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H ==Y
desk =
3 Lan)
e o % 5
&l F % *
of < E
hot
s ¢
s : o
j : [} -
- (g o
] ¥
s, ! 3 e v
Rl T I SR 7

first day of the month

.

i & N fans
i i % N 5 g
& N — -
skeleton
.
= R 3
| T p

- -

‘;;“t‘ﬁ e
e o
e

e

o

-
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.
-

g?;..wwu.,“x

L
E

7 oy
{ X

4 3
7= |7

vertical writing

=

A

&
e

-7
N

commuter (bus, train, subway) pass

7 s N
7~ Lo
£ o

7
?;E T
usually

\

P

.

a™"
e

reserved seat
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outside
= A i
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S L. e
- % e % 5 w% %
- Y A 5 8 5 &7 W T @
this year 4 W \ e o W
£ i £ 4
kS % S Y
Y g S s o R
S Y e
e . o
o { ;
“— LS y
sugar
< £
(non-college) student
3 ,j
e / NOTE: The hiragana % and -3 are pronounced the same as U and ¥ but are used much less frequently. To in-

put these characters into a computer, you need to type di or du. (Ji and zu are reserved for U and ¥7)
younger brother

==

2|



DOUBLE CONSONANTS

L S The basic (regular-sized) hiragana 2 is pronounced /tsu/, but a small - doesn’t have its own pronun-
i N . .
L “ ciation. When you see a small - in a word, it’s a signal to hold your breath for one beat in the position
_ ” where the small - is. The effect of the small - is to double the consonant that follows it. For example,
exit listen to the following words, which mean “the whole family,” “magazine,” “(postage) stamp,” and
“over there” (in that order).
. WwWo, X5l ¥F5T0 b5
university
Did you hear the pauses? In writing the romanized transcription, the small - is indicated by the addi-
/f ?@;" }( sy tion of a consonant, e.g., ikka, zasshi, kitte, acchi.
\% N k: ¥ Y The small - represents a full beat. The word \ * » %>, for instance, has three beats, /i-k-ka/. When
- pronouncing a word such as this, hold the first consanant of the double consonant (the underlined let-
Please give me . . . ter) for a full beat. If you don't, it could change the meaning of the word. If /i-k-ka/ were pronounced
“‘35‘"’ R Lw K with only two beats, as in /i-ka/, it would mean “squid” instead of “the whole family.”
&W:} ?j} Y ;ifﬁ ;?‘;; = To get an idea of what is meant here, note the difference in the length of the k sounds in the English
- B ¢ word “placard” (where it is spelled with a “c”} and in the phrase “black card.” The pronunciation of
soon (formal) the latter resembles the double k sound in \ - .
Listen to the audio and practice reading the words below, keeping in mind the following rule:
e . 5 v}{, .
s The small - takes one full beat.
ocedure
S S WAL s, BT L s 20 FT L EST LT LT LT
5 —- -
— |72\ WE L UsE THO L T XE XS F WTLL s T
WA s XT L. XsT 0T T T ... T 5
allowance
A - ‘ There is one hiragana before which the small - is never used: A n, which will be introduced later.
!"3 “”"fi" That is, a small - is never used to create a double “n” sound. For example, onna (woman) is written
/ as BAM, not B -1,
It's a lie. The small - is written the same as the regular-sized “2. However, in horizontal writing, it's written in
the lower half of its real or imaginary square, while in vertical writing it's written in the right half of the
3 v - N . - o, . .
2/“ 3 .;;?}; square. Pay attention to the position of the small - when writing vertically and horizontally.
fe J o
Here you are. (offering someone something) L. -
\M % P . ; N
Vs x| Y| % Loy
ot N LS S
i . : In horizontal writing, you write the
sometimes : /;:\ small - in the lower half of the
- e square, while in vertical writing you
%};9“‘ . ng% ~ write it in the right half of the square.
{ L i :
- - 71N
. 74
Where is it? i

Lee -




REVIEW

Practice writing horizontally.

BN

ta chi tsu te to

ko to shi ke chi

so to ki t te

chi ka te tsu ta i te i

Practice writing vertically.

do za a de da da
u s c gu i di

zo shi chi chi ga du

ku de

do
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s AN
N L
summer rainbow
Al -
o
?,j e
crab
b A
, —y | =
§ e ey L

::"f}“m
#

{3 M\%'
o

o
e

2 N
H N AN
TolAY T -
Fo £ i Sy & P
e S - .

rubber boots’ tag (game)

Ii4
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b
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£2} READ AND WRITE

N

X e

fallen hair

%

(

o
5,

silk

money

Y ! RS
v ?‘{‘7 A
S| F e | S

a request, favor to ask

e

P N ¥ A? w3
im{ Lo
A o %\ %

£,
ar

(Japanese) cotton hand towel

g.ﬁ&\ § : ~¢5§‘* 4d§£ﬁ o o . ,Wfia
] g A %
H £ F SE Y ¢ 3 P4 § oo
{X ¥ Ve 8 i #
Lo . L s [N L B S S
secret passage one who dislikes very hot food/drink
i £ £ j oo 7 . o
AN 5 Loy Loy
o i | % -3 { Lo LU
EAR -4 4 ¥ s 3 i Y vt

(proverb) to nail jello to the wall polite, thorough, careful

L=




Ax V.
T Ny
A L

RN
! y
Vo vl
fun, enjoyable
B o
e
5, S e

{
kY

N
«

r

s

the other day

Iis

"REVIEW

_

i

Practice writing horizontally.

N

na

ni nu ne no
ni ji o ka ne
na ga gu tsu te nu gu
ko no a i da
Practice writing vertically.

I B O o |
no o ni nu to na
zo ne se ke ni ni
ki ga sa a ka nu
a i tsu na ku ne
na no




Fill in the following chart with the correct hiragana.

| ESSON

be

evscsce
o

cec o e s0ss e e

pe
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e A
F A A
Sl
& e, T
A “
[ S i L

teeth/tooth airplane

e

flower

o

chopstick(s)

twenty years old (of a person)

drawer

-
- Ty
1 H %
% %

My mother is éwesome/amazing. (The third 14 is pronounced /wa/. See p. 7, Note 3.)
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L#23 READ AND WRITE

h) i
1
xg}“‘#fj:}?

E
=
ey
¢ 4

uniform

A
L23 READ AND WRITE

2

Fi

g
oy
A

unskifled

AN T

weekday

o

(O I N,

unfair

go to Hakone (™ is pronounced /e/ here. See p. 7, Note 5.)
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after school
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jewelry
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iz i PRSI 5 3 T e
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overprotection (of a child) ¥ R N I 5

another person
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shrimp, prawn

A %
“F &

VTN X
U

o

e
™

snoring, a snore

b/
I/ T - S

¥

- P Y
Yow f ] i ¥
& ; e - %

dangerous

% ¥ 5 e
N NN v
A A N & N

[,

P
{ P %
- N

e

pimple, acne
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S

i
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A &
READ AND WRITE

REVIEW

S

o 3 Practice writing horizontally.
b w4 E 3

ha hi fu he ho

1] H

ho ne hi ko u ki
H a

he i ji tsu ha na
5]

se i fu ku

Practice writing vertically.

9] 8] a

ho su bu bo pa ba
f = . 0 o] p ta u pi bi
[ = -
cheek(s) pe pa ni shi pu bu
i ku pe be
e po bo
feverish bi




Fill in the following chart with the corresponding hiragana.
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T R T
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- - - o . e -
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= e » = - vy . - :K“%ﬁv&%«mm&m@ . e, evee, -
- - - . .. _ . 4 .

! - - - - - ;‘:Oiﬁi - 3 ‘“‘W;%fw%

At A

bad-tasting

ear(s)

water

IR, ;
Ww fg;’% = ”’W/;
=y oA

window secret

e
TNz

C

free time, time to kill

£

every day

Liee

(expression used after a meal) wastebasket, garbage can
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READ AND WRITE

bug, insect

N X
b N,
- L
: 3
B T Y 3
5 & 5%
e [

cold (weather)

I'm sleepy.

Saaem
. - .- @ @ @ O
. -
- - = =
.- _ - -
e e &M‘@\@s\%
... . - .
- e ",
g

A
L2} READ AND WRITE

s,
AF %
4 &Y
WS

eye(s)

rain

pickled sour plum

How do you do?




mimicry

, o
AN T +
L% 7 1 #y

friend

go

eh ")

mi ba

Practice writing vertically.

ko

mu ta o ma na ma
shi be mu i ma mi

me mo su ni e mu
ga no bi chi me
ne mo




Fill in the following chart, in order, with the appropriate hiragana. ‘ E S S O N

X

.

kyu

w

shu

e

chu

..1.:..;)])...
nyu

....h..u....

K v

.
.
.
L3
»
.
o
.
.
.

L
cho

ceo RS

12 &

hyc

000 090000 0000009006000 000008 00008000
W60 0 E 0S80 0 000008000000 000000 000080

Cw
Ju

00 0 00080 O
00 e e snes ey
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vegetable

florist

cheap, inexpensive

summer vacation

last night

)
o
(;:*%

NS

(A
§ e e N

boiled egg

winter vacation




CONTRACTED SOUNDS

Small x, W, and X are added to hiragana of the i column (i.e., ¥, L, % etc.), as shown below, to

create contracted hiragana syllables.

*x kya *np  kyu *r kyo

¥ gya Xp gy ¥i gyo

L % sha Ln» shu L Xt sho*

L% ja Cw ju Lt jo*

%% cha L chu % & cho*

IZx nya v nyu 2% nyo

: % hya U  hyu Uxr hyo

Fr bya UFn  byu Ur byo

% pya v pyu fxr pyo

A% mya An myu AL myo

)% rya Y ryu )& ryo**
*In some cases, the combination is such that the pronunciation is
more clearly indicated in romanization with an “h” or no additional
letter, rather than with a “y.”

E

horizontal writing

A
.

RS

Good morning; (informal)

**The basic hiragana !} /ri/ will be introduced in Lesson 8.

Although the above contracted sounds are written with two
hiragana characters (one regular-sized and one small), they each
represent only one beat, just like single hiragana characters. A
student once said to me, “Please give me freedom” (U 1) 9
{ 72X\ Jiyuu kudasai), but what he actually wanted to say
was “Please give me ten” (U w ) £ 72 ¥\ Juu kudasai). The
word “freedom” is U 9 /Jji-yu-u/ with three beats, whereas
the word for “ten” is U v ) /ju-u/ with two beats. So, in order
1o avoid confusion and misunderstanding, keep in mind that the
combination of an i column hiragana and a small %, ¥, or is
pronounced as a single beat. .

Like small -, small ¥, ¥, and & are written in the lower half
of their real or imaginary square in horizontal writing, and in the
right half of the square in vertical writing.




REVIEW

A
READ AND WRITE

-

Practice writing horizontally.

[

ya yu yo

yo ko ga ki o ya yu bi
(Japanese) tea one hundred
T : - " " " —
o’j&:‘ ~a .
vy T
N U J FRS n H
ni chi yo u bi ya sa i
a

kyo u ya kyu u
hya ku byo u ki
ja a , ma ta

sickness, disease




ically

Ing vert

ice wri

Pract

Ya

yu

yo

Yo

ya

ku

ha

na

ya

ha

yo

shu

ma

tsu

yu

de

ta

a

go

yu

e

cha

cho

do

ju

sho

=

do

sha
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READ AND WRITE

camel

next month medicine

A /
. SN ¢
fiw z; Q I\z

4

c

(public) lottery traveling, trip ‘,

slowly

-

— \é‘,
s

i

Seraa,

boring an only child

salty
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.

w7w”‘
D

y

not at home

5

monkey

@ & i
Y -
57

nap

TMNZ
)

lunch break beautiful, clean

if possible, if one could

for N

stuffed animal

air conditioning



' REVIEW

Practice writing horizontally.

R

a ri ga to u do ro bo u

Practice writing vertically.

bag, sack

ey ;?
SOOI

thief



o e SRR

o e = - ; - - -

- %M - = - o e = o
- - o - o - = - - . - ... :
. - - @ @ @ . ... - -

- - e = .
- - e
= = S e =

| will close the window.

i

a8
iy
;

ring (jewelry)

P -
L= f

!
|

lost item NOTE: %is used only as a particle. It is a direct-object marker.

L=<




REVIEW/|

Practice writing horizontally.

L

5 2 B B 3 i
7 7 7 4
A £ s Fa h F
o i PR & B B & 7 | LS wa wo n
é’ff i‘:ﬁj ; i"w«‘; %’E#W £ ‘ij & W F ‘ff S §
ni ho n ha n bu n

he i wa wa su re mo no

. se n se i

Practice writing vertically.

su ma te na wa
do ku ma wo
wo da e n
. E
shi sa wo i
§
.
me i ka §
|
ma i g
§

teacher :
Las as |
a8
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Fill in the following chart, in order, with the appropriate hiragana.
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i !SIMILAR-LDDKING HIRAGANA

Listen to the audio and select the correct hiragana.

1LaX BE oF 205 b ob 3zal ™ g7
a8l BT old 50042 b o b 6atl pd ot
792 L od 8ab b % 9.207 b A A
1027 b ob Mab b ok 2ad o gdd D ;
Bald il of L 129260 9g\V gl 1\ plf 9l 92 §
@I SIMILAR-LOOKING WORDS | %

Listen to the audio and select the correct word.

1. a5 B T < 9 FL 4 F <
2. abb b & T b= Qb F
3. adl) by ¥ ) gl 45
4. 8 M SEAYe ERAC! S AY )
5. adDL by ¥ L adb L d &L
6. a)d ) SER gl @l
7. 9L ZE b < & g~ FE o TF
8. ay\\?D b\ L g\V d\ v E
9. a)’fr% b) ¥ A 9FAh 9 FL
10. ald7 S SRS aldY)




11.

12.

13.

14.

a) A
b
a\V b
a5
a JITA
A=A

b ) A 97 A 9 bA
b5 9bb 9L b
SRR g\ % d\'5b
by lb 9<5 9 LA
AN 9 A @ I A
by AT QAT HITAT

g i LONG VOWELS

I. Listen to the audio and practice pronouncing the following pairs.

Long Vowel /e-e/

ALY AU /Al & AT SN

AR TN

Long Vowel /o-o/
N T929. THW 29
FT..FTH. 22 %9 2.

II. Listen to the audio and select the correct word.

1.

2.

3.

4.

A BHTA
AaBTHTIAL
aBIITA
aboTA
a (VX
a%oﬁu

a)é'\‘-(

b BT A
hbEEbIAL
b BIEIHIA
b LA

by <) F
SRRV AR

b XET

AN, Thy

.iwf\Lﬁufuﬂ\

N/ NN

K AL S /A

abB DXL
abBNTA
9B BIITA
9B LI A
9 ¥
gHvvedHL

c)é’T

abbBBEIA
QB
& BIEHXA
dBITVIA
@ ¥
SIVARY AR

d))f")—(

8. alI)L bld) L glFAL Il %
9. alIl BT Lwvy gb Lw B L
10, ah%-> 29 SEA R ER /AT HlT->I9
1. a ZIF by £ 9 IFu ERAVEVAR PRAVAS

12. gy ou by s\ 9ot A dy o) A

@I CONTRACTED SOUNDS

I. Listen to the audio and practice pronouncing the following pairs.

Lo ...Lno. TLIVA ... UL IV A, wWLX .. WL v,
[0 R ETR 0.5 I G I g B 0 S B . I G I O
Iy . Fwoy. YL Yk U5 ... 0w

Y]

1. Listen to the audio and select the correct word.

1 al) SRR glw9)

2. a4 n9) SRR gl Ymw)
Ca L v A by 'k 9\ A g UL JITA
4. A\VLX B\ L % aF L
b) D ) B\ g A
b U % < gL %<
b ¥ X 9b k)
b) & & gt 9V
B ¥ L&) 9F LI
g ¥XK

.a)l:ld):)ﬁ\\‘
.a)U‘Y’(
.a)é’ct

.a)‘)JZ

b ¥ x>




