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WRITING WORDS

If you can write all of the HIRAGANA characters, along with their voiced and bilabialized
counterparts and combination characters, you have only a short way to go before you can read and
write words, phrases, and sentences.

This section will teach you how double consonants and long vowels are made, and give you some
practice at writing words. Words in this section were selected for writing practice only, not for
vocabulary study. We advise that you NOT waste time looking up their meanings.

DOUBLE CONSONANTS

There are certain consonant sounds in the Japanese sound system that may be dou bled, specifically
/K/, /8/ (including /SH/), /T/ (including /CH/), and /P/. Note that only voiceless consonants may be
doubled.

In each case the double consonant is represented in HIRAGANA by a small TSU ( = ) placed
immediately BEFORE the consonant sound to be doubled, as in the examples below.

HAKKIR/ MASSUGU NESSHIN
HA K Ki RI MA S SuU GU NE S SHI N
& - %0 55 s A 1
MATTAKU KETCHIN IPPIKI

MA T TA KU KE T CHI N | P Pl Kl

-]
v etk Fro 5
Notice that the 7SU ( = ) character is smaller than it would normally be written. Compare the
following pairs:

— as DOUBLE =) as DOUBLE
CONSONANT Vs, —) as TSU CONSONANT vs. " D-as TSU
NEKK! NETSUK! KATTE KATSUTE
“hot air”’ “sleepfulness” "kitchen” “formerly’
NE K Kl NE TSU Ki KA T TE KA TSU TE
= = CRPE 5T 2T
KUSSHIN KUTSUSHITA TASSE/ TATSUSE
“flex" “socks”’ “achievement"’ "[solid] position”

KU TsU SHI TA ,TA TSU SE

S 2 El K o LR R ol [ o
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Practice writing the following words that have
characters as shown, being careful to follow co
Then write the words, character for character,
writing practice only. We advise that you NOT waste time lookin

double consonants. First, TRACE the H/RA GANA
rrect stroke order and direction as learned previously.
in the blank spaces. These words were selected for

g up their meanings.)

ASSARI! BASSA/ HASSEN ISSOKU
o s By Bl A Ceoran A
= I
HASSHA JISSHIN OSSHARU ZASSH!
e s LA BEe el
TOTTSUK! MITTSU OTTSUKE SHITTSU!
57
oot ek T2 j%“)’j(j"t’)"’)\,\
TATTOBU ZETTAI KUTTAKU MUTTO
s | B
Eo o e R L ot ety | S el e

I

ETCHAN

KITCHIRI

SATCHI

Aiobe A

g7 5

SOTCHOKU

x> L

KEKKYOKU SEKKEN MAKKA FUKKATSU
3= 2 x4 (e AT W =5 Ry
EPPE/ CHOPPIR/! TEPPEN GEPPU
e e e T [ - 38
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NOTE: Don’t be confused when you see words that are romanized with double N, such
as ZANNEN, KONNICHI, MINNA, etc. These are not treated as double consonants in
HIRAGANA, since the first N is represented by the character £ , as follows:

ZANNEN KONNICHI MINNA

REP I A Sk A A Ty

The character for 7SU ( =2 ) is NEVER used to double the consonant N.

LONG VOWELS

Long vowels are usually represented in ROMAJ/ by a vowel with a line over it, as in OKASAN,
SENSHU, ONESAN, OSAKA. The vowel | (and in some other forms of romanization, A, O, E,
and U as well, may be romanized by repeating the vowel, as in ON//SAN and CH/ISA/.

In HIRAGANA long vowels are usually represented by placing @ (4), L (/). I3 () I{, (E), or
# (0) immediately after the character that has the corresponding vowel sound. In other words,
as follows:

OKASAN ON/ISAN SENSHU

b AU A T A ley

ONESAN OSAKA

O NE E SA N (R o SA KA
N\ > NN
bz il B
The exception to this rule is that the vowel O is often elongated by use of the character ‘2 on
instead of & (0). Ordinarily, " is used to elongate an O that BEGINS a word, as in OSAKA

(H $ & &) and OKI! (F 1 % vr). When the long O is in the MIDDLE of a word or at the
END of a word, the character 5 is more often used, as in

GAKKO RYOSHIN

GA K KO U RYO U SHI N
e ey b 1

Rare exceptions to this rule should be memorized as you come across them. (Appendix B includes
a brief list of common exceptions.)
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Now practice writing the following words that have long vowels. First, TRACE the H/IRAGANA,
then write each word, character for character, in the space provided. Always be careful to follow the
appropriate stroke order as learned previously.

BAYA OKASAN MA OGYA

by BhbIA | |EH| Biedh

ATARASHII OJIISAN CHIl IE

726 LW ST 4 || bbbl g

KUK RAISHU TSUSHIN SEIYU

¢ X Lol ir s LA T U

E ONESAN ETO HE

LE e A T2y o 7

OKIf OSAKA 0JO ol

Bt R e

RYOKO SHOKAI SHACHO HIKOKI

A Y

De <) | Le ) Bl fbebe ) liue g

OBASAN ONIISAN FUTO sU

BiLhd 4 | B4 5
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